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il It shall gieately helpe ye to unde)* and Scripture 
yf thou mai ke not onely what is spoken or wrytten , but 
of whom , inf * > whom , with what wordcs, at what tyme 
wheie , to what intent with what circumstance , con 
sj deiy nge what goeth befoie and what folio weth after ” 

“Prologue of Miles Coverdale 




PREFACE 


In making this abridgment of ‘The PsZIms Chrono 
logically arranged’ the Editors have endeavoured to 
meet the requirements of readers of a different class 
from those for whom the larger edition was intended 

§ome, who found the large book useful for private 
reading, have asked for an edition of a smaller size 
and at a lower price for family use, while at the 
s^ne time some Teachers in Public Schools have 
suggested that it would be convenient to them to 
have a simpler book, which they could put into the 
hands of younger pupils 

The want of an amended veision, at once cor 
rect and generally intelligible, is felt more keenly m 
the book of Psalms than perhaps m any other book 
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of the Bible It has been attempted heie to giv^ 
such an amended text, incorporating the moie certain 
results of critical research, r with th£ least possible 
alteration of woids familiar to eveiy Englishman 

The short notes which are appended to the 
volume a\ ill it is hoped suffice to make the meaning 
intelligible thioughout Most of the popular treatises 
on the Psalms have aimed rathei at the deduction 
of theological lessons than at the mterpietation of 
the text The aim of this Edition is simply to put 
the leader as far as possible m possession of the plain 
meaning of the writer 

The Psalms have been grouped not by them 
common numbering m the Psalter, for which no 
principle has been discoveied, but according to the 
periods of the history to which they seem to be 
long Historical illustrations have also been inserted 
wherever any light could be thrown on the circum 
stances of the writer by other passages^m the sacred 
records of the Kings and Prophets 

The arrangement adopted is that of Ewald, and 
has been taken, by his permission, ijpthout alteration 
from his great work There is no intention to press 
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^ach single conclusion to which Ewald has come His 
arrangement has been accepted as a whole, as full 
of suggestive brought, $difymg, and generally most 
satisfactory He has brought an amount of learning 
to bear upon this subject, at least equal to that of 
any other commentator , he is marked by a rare ho 
nesty and singleness of purpose , and he has biought 
into clearer light than any previous writei the great 
ness of David’s reign as the central point of the 
Hebrew monarchy, and the grandeur of his genius as, 
if not the author, at least the fqpnder of the Psalter 

For fuller infoimation regarding the anangement 
•adopted here the reader is refeired to the larger 
Edition 1 

EAsi^r, 1870 


1 Psalms chronologically ni ranged, an amended Veision 
with historical introductions and explanatory notes By Four 
Fnends Macrmllan, 1867 
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§ 1 Psalm XI 

I The Psalmist s answei to the despairing uttei Hfnces of his companions 

In Jehovah put I my trust’ how say ye then to my soul i 
‘Flee, O ye birds, unto yoiu hill’? — 

* Foi lo, the ungodly bend their bow, 

* they male ready then anow upon the stung, 

‘to shoot pnvil]* at them that are true of heait 1 ’ — 

‘If the foundations be rooted up, 3 

‘what shall the righteous do?’ 

II he comforteth h» soul with Jus conviction of the justice 
of Cod 

Jehoiah is m His holy palace, 4 

the throne of Jehovah is in heaven 
His eyes behold His eyelids tiy the childien of men, 5 

Jehovah tneth the righteous , 6 

but the ungodly and him that loveth wickedness doth 
His soul abhoi , 

upon the ungodly He lameth coals of file and bnmstone, 7 
fiery heat is the portion of their cup 

III for He caieth for the righteous 

For Jehovah is nghteous, and loveth lighteousness 8 

whoso is upright, he shall behold His countenance 


§ 2 Psalm VII 

I The Psalmist pleadeth before God that his hands are clean 
from treacheiy 

Jehovah, my God’ m Thee have I put jny trust i 

save me from all them that peisecute me, and dehvei me' 
lest he devour my soul like a lion, ** 

and tear it in pieces, while there is none to help! 
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Jehovah, my God’ if I haVe clone any such thing, 3 

01 if theie be any wickedness m my hands, 
if I have lewaided evil unto him that dealt friendly with me, 4 
—nay, I dehvei$d him that without cause is mine enemy — 
then let mine enemy persecitte my soul and take it, 3 

yea, let him tiead my life down upon the eaith, 
and lay mine honour m the dust* 

II he trusteth cause to the everlasting justice of God 

Stand up, Jehovah, m Thy wiath, 6 

lift up Thyself with vengeance on mine oppressor ’ 
arise up for me and command judgment’ 
and let the congiegation of the peoples come •ibout Thee, 7 
and letum Thou above then heads on high* 

Jehovah judgeth the peoples, give sentence m my cause, S 
O Jehovah’ 

accoidmg to m* righteousness and mine innocencv, so be 
it done unto me’ 

let the wickedness of the ungodly come to an end, but q 
stablish Thou the just, 

O ughteous God, that tnest the veiy heaits and leins to 
M y shield is with God, 11 

who helpeth them that aie true of heait, 

God is a judge of the ughteous, 1 

and a God that is angry every day 

III for He shall male the plots of the traitors recoil on 

themseh es 

May be he will whet his sword again’ 1 ^ 

vea he bendeth his bow and maketh it leady, 
he prepaieth him weapons of death, i + 

his ariows he maketh anows of fire, 
but lo’ he travai!eth with a thing of nought, 1^ 

he conceiveth destiuction and will bring faith deceit, 
he made a grave and digged it deep, r6 

and is fallen into the pit that he had made’ 
his mischief shall return upon his own head, 17 

his violence shall 4 all on his own pate’ 

O let me praise Jehovah accoidmg to His righteousness, 18 
let me sing praise to the name of Jehovah, the most 
High’ 

1—2 
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§ 3 Psai m xxiv 7—10 

I A choir of priests approaching the A ates claim admission foi 
the Ark 

* 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates, 7 

be ye lift up, ye doois of old 
that the King of Gloiy may come m 1 

Warders reply from within 

Who then is the Kmg of Gloiy ? k 

Choir of priests 

It is Jeho\ah^ strong and mighty, 

Jehovah, ^the mighty m battle 

II Choir of priests repeat thur summons 
Lift up youi heads, O ye gates, 9 

be ye lift up, ye doois of old, 
that the King of "doiy may come in r 

War do s reply from within 

Who is He, the King of Glory ? jo 

Choir of priests 

Ii is Jehovah, Lord or Hosts, 

He is the King of Gloiy 


§ 4 Psalm x\i\ 1—6 

I God is Creator of the uorld who may come into Hts presence 9 


I he eaith is Jeho\ahs and all that theiem is, 1 

the compass of the woild and they that dwell theiem, 
foi He hath founded it upon the seas, * 2 

and holdeth it fast upon the floods — 

Who shall ascend into the Hill of Jehovah "> 3 

who shall stand m His Holy Place ? 

II Ansuer 

Even he that hath clean hands and a puie heait, 4 

and that hath not lift up his mind unto vanity, 
noi sworn so as to deceive his neighbour 
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5 


lit shall receive blessing from Jehovah, 5 

and ughteousness from the God of his health, 
these are they that seek Him, 6 

that seek Thy face, O God of Jacob* 

§ 5 Psalm xv 

The trite worshipper 

Jehovah* who shall dwell beside Thy Tabernacle ? 1 

who shall ie<* upon Th> Holy Hill? 

Even he that walketh uprightly and doeth the thing which * 
is right, 

and speaketh the truth from Ins heart 
he that heepeth not slandei upon his tongue, 3 

nor doeth e\il to his fnend, 

nor taketh up a reproach against hi* neighboui , 
he that scoineth every vile thing, a 

but honoui|th them that fear Jehovah 
who hath sworn to his own hurt and changeth not, 5 
he that hath not given his money up<fti usuiy, 6 

noi taken rewaid against the innocent 
whoso doeth these things shall nevei fall 7 


§ 6 Ps U M CT 

I The ling as Gods icegerent must he pure and true 

My song shall be of meicy and judgement, 1 

• to thee, Jehovah, will I sing 
Let me give heed to the way of godliness, — O when wilt * 
Thou come unto me?— 

let me walk in my house with a peifect heart* 

I will set no unholy thing befoie mine eyes, 4 

I hate the sm of unfaithfulness, it shall not cleave unto me ? 
a heart of guile shall depart from me, 

I will not 1 now a w icked thing * 

II so also the ling's house and the kin%s court 

Whoso pnvily slandei eth his neighboui — him will I destioy, f> 
whoso hath a high look and a pioud heart, — I will 7 
not suffer him, 

mine eyes look unto such as are faithful in the land, that 8 
they may dwell with me. 



TIIL PSAIMS 


[Pkl IOD L 


wiioso lcadeth a godly life, 1>^ shall be my suvant f) 

theie shall no deceitful peison dwell m my house, 10 

he that telleth lies shall not tany in my sight 
eveiy morning I will pluck up all the ungodly fiom the land, 1 1 
that I may loot out all wicjjed doeis Pom the city 
Jehovah ’ 


§ 7 Psalm xxix 

I The Psalmist calleth on the angels found the throne to ho u down and 
worship Jehozah when He shall reveal Himself m thunder and 
lightning to the world 

Give unto Jehovah, }e sons of God, i 

give unto Jehovah glory and strength’ 
give unto Jehovah fthe honour due unto His name, ° 

worship Jehovah m holy apparel’ 

II 


IIaix’ Jehovah is abo\e the waters, 0 

the God of Gloiy thundeied, 

Jehovah above the watei floods, 

IIark' Jlhovah is in powei, 4 

Hark’ Jehovah is m majesty 

Hark’ Jehovah— H e bieaketh the cedai tiees 5 

how Jehovah bieal eth m pieces the cedars of Lebanon, 
and maketh them to skip like cahes 6 

Lebanon also and Smon like young buffaloes, 

Hark' Jehovah how He flasheth foith flames of fne’ 

Hark! Jehovah shal eth the wilderness 7 

Jehovah shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh, 

Hark’ Jeho\ah maketh the hinds to calve, 8 

and stuppeth the foiests of their lea\ es r 
while m His palace everything shouteth, * Glory 


III 

Jehovah hath His seat above the mighty flood, 9 

yea, Jehovah shall sit as a King for r ever' 

Jehovah will give strength unto His oeople 10 

Jehovah shall give His people the blessing of peace' 



$•8 Ps xix ] CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED 7 


& 8 Psalm xix 

^ I # The glory of God in Creation 

The heavens declaie the glofy of God, 1 

the fiimament sheweth His handy woik, 
day unto day utteieth speech, 2 

night unto night levealeth knowledge, 
they have neithei speech nor language, 3 

neither aie then* voices heaid, 

but then sound is gone forth thiough all lands 4 

and their words into the ends of the world, 
wheie the sun hath a tabernacle to take his rest s 

I 

And he steppeth like a bndegioom fiom Ins chambei, 
and boundeth 111 t a giant to run his couise, 
fiom the utteimost part of the heaven he hath his using, 6 
and his cncuit even unto the enfl of it again, 
and theie is nothing hid fiom the heat theieof 

III The *lory of God in His law 

Ihe law of Jehovah is peifect and lefiesheth the soul, 7 
the testimony of Jehovah is true and giveth wisdom 
unto the simple , 

the statutes of Jehovah aie right and lejoice the heait, 8 
the commandment of Jehovah is pure and giveth light 
unto the eyes, 

'the fear of Jehovah is clean and endureth for ever, 9 

the judgments of Jehovah aie true and righteous alto 
gethei, 

moie to be desued aie they than gold, yea than much ic 
line golfl, 

sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb 
IV 

Moieovei by them is Thy servant taught ji 

and m keeping* of them there is great reward 1 
who can tell how oft he offendeth? 12 

O cleanse Thou me fiom the sm that I wist not of* 
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keep Thy servant also fiom piesupiptuous men lest they 13 
get dominion over me* 

then shall I be innocent and free from gieat tians 
gression ’ 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my « 14 
heart be alway acceptable m Ihy sight, 

Jehovah my rock and my redeemer* !-> 


9 Psalm viii 

I Testimony 0/ infancy to the glory of God 

Jehovah, our Lord' 1 

how excellEnt is Thy name m all the earth, 

1 hou, whose glory is high above the heavens * 

Out of the mouth of very babes and sucklings 2 

hast Thou ordained a stionghold foi Th*self, because 
of Thme enemies, 

that Thou nnghtest sti*l the enemy and the revengeful man* 
II The physical ucalness ami sj>i?itual dignity of man 


When I consider the heavens the woik of Thy fingeis, 3 
the moon and the stars which Thou hast ordained, 
what is man that Thou art mindful of him 4 

and the son of man that Thou visitest him, 
and madest him a little lower than God, 5 

and crownedst him with glory and honour, 
and madest him to have dominion over the works of Thy 

hands, 6 

and didst put all things m subjection under his feet, 
all sheep and oxen, 7 

yea even the wild beasts of the field, 
the fowls of the air and the fishes of the sea* 8 

and whatsoever walketh through the paths of the seas 

III 

Jehovah, our Lord* 9 

how excellent is Thy name in all the^aith* 
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9 


10 PbAlM C\ 

I l*he 1 salmist ntUhth Cod s omisi of help th pi sa%is of ic tory 
nd the muster mg of the ti oof 

Jehovah saith unto my loid, 5 tt tfjOU on tfEg Tlgfjt fjantl i 
until £ make tjjmc enemies tfjg footstool 
Jehovah shall send thee the seep tie of power out of Sion 2 
— be thou mleigin the midst among thine enemies' — 
thy people me a fiee will offenng m thy day of battle, 3 
m holy airay, as dew diops fiom the womb of the morning 
thou hast the bands of thy warriois 


II he appeal t th to Gods decliration of thi sacrediu* of the hin A s 
office thin passeth to the description of the tattle field 

Jeho\ah hath sworn and will not lepent 4 

tijou art a pijcst for eber 
after tije orOcr of iIHclcfji$e&ck 1 

The Lord upon thy right hand 5 

smiteth m sundei kings m the day of His wrath 

He shall judge among the heathen the held is full of the slam, 6 
He smiteth heads in sundei o\er a wide country 

III and the pm suit 

he shall dunk of the biool m the vay, 
theiefore shall he lift up his head 


§ 11 Ps A.I M L\ 6 — 8 (cviii 7—10) 

4 dijine oracle , promising extension oj the emtite 

C od spake in Hi# sanctuaiy,— let me rejoice thereat, — 
L bull tninhe 5fjedjem, 
anh mete out tfje ballcg of £uccotfj T 
©tleah is Mmc, anh ifHanasseij is Mint 
(Spljratm also is tije Menee of Mq fjcab, 

SttUafj is Mn sceptre f 
ms for ilEoah, it is 5mg foasljpot, 

upon <!H0om hull 3 cast out fHg sfjoc 
ober ^fjilxstta bull 3 trxumpf) 1 
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§ 12 Psalm xviii 
r 

The Psalmist piaiseth God his deliverer 

I love Thee with all my heait, 0 Jehovah, my stiength ’ 
Jehovah, Ihou art my lock and my defence, 

Thou art my saviour and ledeemei, 

Thou art my God and lock m whom Intrust, 
my shield and the horn, of my health 
my foi tress and lefuge, Thou ait my helpei, 
who helpest me fiom wrong* 

I will call upon Jehovah, which is woilhy to be praised, 
so shall I be safe fiom mine enemies’ 

II 

who hath rescued him from all the perils tf his life 

The billows had sunourded me, 3 

the floods of ungodliness made me an aid, 
the chains of hell had encompassed me 4 

the net of death had fallen upon me 
m my trouble I ciy unto Jehovah, 5 

and complain aloud to my God 
He heaieth my cry fiom PIis palace, 6 

my complaint enteieth even into His ears, 
and the earth trembleth and quaheth, 7 

and the pillais of heaven shake, 
yea, they tottered — because He was wroth f 
theie went up a smoke fiom His nostuls, 8 

and a consuming file out of His mouth, 
a blast of burning coals 

III 

He bowed the heavens also and came down, 9 

— clouds and darkness under His feet — , 

He lode upon a cherub and did fly, 10 

He lode upon the wings of the wind. 

He maketh daikness to be His covering,* H 

His pavilion round about Him, 

—dark wateis and thick clouds — , 
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*t the brightness of His pi$sencc, Ills thick clouds passed 1 2 
away, 

— hailstones and coals of fire — , 

Jehovah also thundereth from heaven, H 

•and the Highest giveth forth His voice, 

—hailstones and coals ol fire 1 

IV 

He sent foith His anows and scatteied them, 14 

He huiled foit% His lightning and discomfited them i*> 
then weie there seen the depths of the sea, 

and the toundations of the eaith were laid baie, 
at Thy chiding O Jehovah, 

at the blast of the bieath of Thy nosgils* 

He putteth down His hand from on high and taketh me up, 1 6 
and draweth me out of many waters,. 

He delivereth me from my ciuel enemy, 17 

from them tl*t hate me, foi they be too strong foi me 
they fell upon me m the day of my tiouble, iS 

but then Jehovah was my stay, 

He bi ought me forth into a place of liberty, 19 

yea, He bnngeth me foith because He loveth me 


for acco? ling to the haiacter of eiery man so doth Cod revtal 
Himself unto hint 

Jehovah rewardeth me aftei my ughleous dealing, 

* according to the cleanness of my hands doth He recom 
pense me, 

because I have kept the way of Jehovah, 

and have not forsaken my God, as the wicked doth 
for I have an eye unto all His laws, 

and I cast not His commandments fiom me 
I was also uncoA-upt before Hun 

and kept myself from mine iniquity, 
and so Jehovah lewaided me after my righteous dealing 
accoi ding to the cleanness of my hands in Ills sight 


To the holy Thou shewest Thyself hoi} 
and upnght to^aids the upnght man. 
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to the pure Thou shewest Thyself# pure, *6 

and to the froward as full of fiowaidness 
yea, lhou lielpest them that are bowed down, ^7 

and bnngest down the high looks of the pioud, 

Thou also rnakest my candle to shine * 

Jehovah is my God, He makelh my darkness to be light 1 
for m Thee I scattei hosts of men ^9 

and with the help of my God I leap ovei then walls, 
as for God His way is upnght, 30 

the woid of Jehovah is tried m the file 

He is a shield to all them that tiust m Him* 

VII 

and gvveth David strength to subdue Jus enemies and maJ e the 
* nations tributary 

For who is God sare Jehovah, 31 

who is a lock except our God? 

He is the God that hath gilded me with strength, 32 

and cleaied my way befoie me, 

He made my feet like Raits’ feet 33 

and setteth me upon the high places of the land. 

He tiameth mine hands to war, ^ 

so that mine arms should bend even a bow of steel 
Thou hast given me the shield of Thy salvation, ^ 

Thy light hand upholdeth me 
Thy graciousness doth lift me up * 

VIII 

Thou hast made 100m enough under me for me to go, 36 
that my footsteps slip not, 

I follow after mine enemies and oveitake them 37 

and turn not again till I have destioyed them, 
yea, until I have smitten them that they cannot stand, 38 
but fall under my feet 1 

for thou girdest me with strength unto the ifattle 39 

Thou bowest down mine enemies under me 
Thou madest my foes to hun then backs befoie me, 40 
as foi them that hate me, I utterly destroy them 

IX 

They ci> aloud, but theie is none to help them, 
yea, even to Jelioiah, but He doth not hear. 


41 
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•so that I beat them smali as the dust of the eaith, 42 

and stamp them under foot as the mne of the sheets* 
Ihou deliveiest me from the stnvmgs of the people 43 
Thou pieseivest me to be head over the nations, 
a people whom I ki^ew not do me service, 44 

at the hearing of the eai, they aie obedient unto me, 43 
even the sons of strangeis do me homage, 
yea, the sons of Grangers fade away, 46 

they come foith trembling from then stiongholds 1 


X 

The Psalmist returneth to the praise 0 / God his deliverer 

Long live Jehovah* blessed be my lock, 47 

and praised be the God of my salvatioiy 
even the God that saw that I was avenged, 48 

and subdued the nations under me,* 
it is Thou who delneiest me from my enemies., 49 

yea, and sJkest me up above mine adveisanes, 
and nddest me from the violent man * 
therefore do I praise Thee, O Jehovah* among the nations, 50 
and play and smg praise unto Thy name * 
great prosperity giveth lie unto His king, ->l 

and sheweth loving kindness to His Anointed 
unto David and his seed for ever* 


§ 13 Psalm xxxii 

I The Psalmist declare th the blessing of openness J efore God 

Blessed is he whose tiansgression is forgiven, r 

and whose sm is covered 

blessed is the man to whom Jehovah imputeth no guilt, 2 
and m whose spirit is no self deceiving 

II qnotetk his oun ex pci tence 

While I held my tongue my bones consumed away 3 

thiough my daily complaining 

for Thy hand was heavy upon me day and night, 4 

my moisture became hi e the di ought m summei 
I acknowledge my sm unto Thee and hide not my guilt, 5 
I said * I will confess my faults to Jehovah,’ 6 

and so Thou foigavest the wicl edness of my sm 
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Ill exhorteth all to tun t) God 

Foi this let eveiy good man pi ay to Ihee wfyen Thou mayest 7 
be found, r 

foi though the waterfloods be high, 
they shall not come nigh him 

Thou art my hiding place, Thou shalt preserve me fiom tiouble, S 
Thou shalt encompass me about with songs of deliverance 

3 hull teacij tjjrc, saith Jehovah, anti sfjefoftfjee tfjc &rag 9 
fttfjram tfjou shoulhcst go, 
anti 3 hull guihe tfjEc imtfjr iJEme ege 

IV and not to withstand Him 

Be not ye like to Jrorse and mule, which have no undei xo 
standing ’ 

his mouth must be held with bit and tfidle, 
who doth not appioach Thee willingly 

Gieat plagues hath the c ungodly, tt 

but whoso putteth his trust m Jehovah meicy embiaceth 
him on every side 

Be glad, O ye ughteous, and rejoice m Jehovah, is 

be joyful all ye that are true of heait 


§14 Psalm hi 

I The Psalmist in the how of j>ei il and despair 

Jehovah’ how are they increased that tiouble me’ t 

many aie they that nse up against me, 
many there be that say of my soul, 'i 

* there is no help for him m God ’ 


tl comforteth himself with the recollection of the forme* favours of Cod 

But Thou, Jehovah, ait a shield about mp, 3 

Thou ait my gloiy and the lifter up of my head’ 

I call upon Jehovah with my voice, 

and He heaieth me out of His holy hill 


4 
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III renewed tn the past night season 

T laid me clow n and slept, 5 

I am risen again, for Jehovah sustaineth me 
I -wiill not be afraid foi ten # thousands of the people, 6 
that have encamped against me round about 

IV and resigning himself to the will of God prayeth for his people 

Arise then, Jehovah 1 help me, O my God 1 7 

Thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the cheekbone, 
Thou hast broken m pieces the teeth of the ungodly* 
to Jehovah belongeth the victory* 8 

Thy blessing be upon Thy people* 

§ 15 Psalm i\ 

I Hie Pialimt appealeVi to God 

Hear me when I call, O God of my nghteousness , 1 

Thou who didst set me at libeity when I was m trouble, 
have meicy upon me and hearken unto my prayei 

II urreth hi r slanderers to repentance 

O ve sons of men * how long will ye blaspheme mine honour ? - 
how long will ye love vanity, 
and seek lying? 

7 now then that Jehovah hath chosen the man that is true to Him 3 
Jehovah heareth when I call upon Him’ 
stand m awe and sin not’ 4 

commune with youi heart within your chamber and be still 1 
offer the sacrifice that is due, 5 

and turn ve*m trust to Jehovah* 

III and prayeth for a ray of help to cheer his friends for himself 
he trnsteth m Cod 

Theic be many that ^ay, Oh* that we could see some good* 6 
lift up, O Jehovah, the light of 1 hy countenance upon us * M 
Thou hast put gladness m my heait, 8 

moie than when corn and wine increased 
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I lav me down in peace and stmghlway lest* ^ 

foi lhou, Jehovah alone 
will make me to dwell in safely* 

§ 16 Ps \T At II 

I The Psalmist cxpresscih his t mder at the conspiracy and at the 
va n boast o/ the revolted narons 

Why do the nations gathei themselves togethei, 1 

and why do the peoples imagine a vain thing? 
the kings of the eaith stand up 2 

and the rflleis take counsel togethei 
against Jehovah ^nd against His anointed 
‘let us biealc then bonds asundei, D 

‘and cast away then coids fiom us’’ 

II G$d heaieth and 9 epheth 

He that hath Ills thione 111 Heaven shall laugh, 4 

the Loid shall have them m dension, 
then shall He speak unto them in His wiath, 5 

and temfy them m His sole displeasuie 

anti get it is 3 foijo Ijabe ancmteti ilEg king, 6 

upon Mu ijolg fjiu of Sum 

III The king 9 emindc th them of the divine utterance at his coronation 

Let me tell of the covenant, 7^ 

Jehovah said unto me tfjou art Mu SOU, 
tfjts tag ijata 3 begotten t|joo T 
tfesire of Mi anti 3 stroll gibe t ijee tjje nations for thine 8 
inheritance, 

anti tijc utmost parts of tfje earth for thg possession 
thou shaft bruise them bnth a rotf of iron, 9 

anti break them in pieces like a potter's fcessel 

IV aiid adziseth submission 

be wise now therefore, O ye kings, io 

be warned, ye that are judges of the earth, 
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serve Jehovah with ie\erenc£, 11 

and quake befoie Him with ti enabling 1 
take warning, lest He be angry and ye perish 12 

for His wrath ^is quickly kindled 
blessed be all they that put* their trust m Him 


§17 Psalm cxliv 12 — i., 

Prosper ity of the la,7id 

Our sons are as plants that shoot up m their youth, 12 
our daughteis are as pillars, yea as polished columns 
of a palace, • 

oui garneis are full and plenteous with all manner of store, 13 
our sheep bring forth thousands and tei* thousands in 
our fields, 

our cattle are big tath young, and no untimely birth, 14 
no going forth to war, and no complaining m our streets , — 
happy are the people that aie m such a case, r 5 

yea, blessed are the people, who have Jehovah for their God f 


§18 2 Sam 1 19—27 

I 

* Davids Lament over Saul and Jonathan 

The beauty of the forest, O Israel, is slam upon thy he ghts 19 
how are the mighty fallen 1 

tell it not m Gath, 20 

publish it not m the streets of Askalon, 
lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, 
lest the daughteis of the uncircumcised triumph ’ 

Ye mountains of Gilboa, let no dew noi ram come upon 2r 
you and youi fields of offerings, 
for there the shield of the mighty is stained, 
the bow of Saul, 410! anointed with oil f 

from the blood of the slam, from the fat of the mighty 22 
the bow of Jonathan turned not back, 
and the sword of Saul returned not empty 


2 
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Saul and Jonathan were lovely aftid pleasant m then lives, 2 $ 
and m their death they weie not divided, 
they were swifter than eagles, and stionger than lions 
ye daughteis of Israel, weep foi Saul, ^ 

who clothed you m scarlet, with delights, 
who put ornaments of gold on youi apparel ’ 

II 

Hcnu an the mighty fallen m the midst ^f the battle, 25 
Jonathan slam upon thy heights 1 
I am di tressed for thee, Jonathan* my brother* 26 

very pleasant hast thou been to me, 
thy love to me vas wonderful, yea, passing the love of 
worsen 

III 

How are the mighty fallen , 27 

and the weapons of war perished* 


§ 19 2 Sam hi 33, 34 

Da\ id s Lamfnt over Abner 

Should Abner die as a malefactor dieth? 3 0 

thy hands were not bound, 

noi thy feet put m fetters, 34. 

as a man falleln before wicked men, so fellest thou! 


§ 20 2 Sam xxiii 1—7 

David s last Words 

So saith David, the son of Jesse, 1 

so saith the man who was raised on high, 
the Anointed of the God of Jacob 
and the sweet Psalmist of Israel 
the spirit of Jehovah speaheth m me, 2 

and His words aie on my tongue, 
the God of Israel hath said, 

the rock of Israel hath spoken to me. 


3 
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I 

If a mail mleth ovu men justly, mlmg m the fear of God, 
it is as when a morning is bright and the sun nseth, 4 

a morning and no clouds, 

after sunshine, aftei ram the tender grass spnngeth fiom the 
earth 


II 

For is not my house so with God that He made with me ■> 
an everlasting covenant 
oidered m all things and siue? 
foi all my salvation and all my desne — 
yea, should lie not make it to grow? 

III 

But wicked men *ie all of them as abominable thorns, 6 
that cannot be grasped with the hand 
and whoso cometh near them is fenced* v ith lion and the 7 
staff of spears, 

and they are forthwith utterly burnt with fire 



PFRIOD II — §§ * 1 — 6 D ^ 

PSALMS FROM SOLOMON TO 1HE CAPTIVin 
INCLUDING THOSE COMMEMORATING THE 
DESTRUCTION OF SENNACHERIB 
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§ 21 Psalm xx 
The* People 

pi ay for the success of the king in full assutanct of victory 


May Jeho\ah hear thee m the day of tiouble i 

the name of the God of Jacob defend thee' 
send thee help from the sanctuaiy, 2 

and strengthen thee out of Sion, 
remembei all thy offerings, 3 

and accept thy burnt sacnfice, 

grant thee thy heart’s desne 4 

and fulfil all thy mind 1 

Let us rejoice m thy prospenty, 5 

and set up the name of our God on high 
Jehovah will pf; form all thy petitions 


7 he Pi test 

conju netk the triumph of their faith 


Now know I that Jehovah helpeth His Anointed, 6 

and will hear him from His holy heaven 
even with the saving help of His right hand’ 
some put their trust m chariots and some m horses, 7 

but our trust is m the name of Jehovah oui God 
they are bowed down and fallen, 8 

but we are risen and stand upright 

The People 

O Jehovah, save the king 1 9 

O may He hear us when we cry 


§ 22 Psalm xxi 
The People 

The king rejoiceth m Thy strength, O Jehovah, t 

exceeding glad is he of Thy sahation 
Thou hast given him his heart’s desire, 2 

and hast not denied him the lequest of his lips, 
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yea, Thou forestallest him with choicest blessings, "3 

Thou settest a ciown of gold upon his head, 
he asked life of Thee, and Thou gavest it him, 4 

length of days — even for evei and ev£r 

Gieat is his power, through Tny saving help, 5 

gloiy and majesty dost Thou lay upon him 
yea, Thou shalt make him a blessing for ever, 6 

and glad before Thee with delight 
because the 1 mg putteth his trust m Jehovah 7 


tin ough the mercy of the most Highest ne shall not miscarry 

The Pnest 
adliessctk the king 


All thine enemies shall feel thy hand f 8 

thy light harfd shall find out them that hate thee, 
thou shalt make them like a fiery oven when thou appearest 9 
Jehovah shall destroy them m PIis wrLth and the fne 
shall consume them 

their fruit shalt thou root out of the eaith 10 

and their seed from among the clnldien of men 

Though they intend mischief against thee, n 

and imagine evil — yet shall they not pievail 
for thou shalt put them to flight 12 

when thou mahest thy bow ready against the face of them 

The People 

Anse, Jehovah, in Thy stiength* 13 

O let us smg and praise Thy powei f 


§ 23 Ps \LM \i v 

I The Psalmist cdebrateth the kings beauty auf gracious presence as 
proofs of God s faoour 

My heait is overflowing with a glorious word, 1 

I speak, and my song is touching the king 
be my tongue the pen of a ready wnter* 2 

thou ait fauei than the clnldien of men 
giace is shed o\ei thy lips, 
th ufoic doth God bless thee fo 7 eva 1 


3 
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II and promiseth him success as a wat nor because of his justice 

Gird thee upon thy thigh thy swoid of might, 4 

tjiy glory and »thy majesty ’ 

and m thy majesty ride on 5 

m the name of truth and meekness and of right, 
that thy right hand may teach thee wondious things’ 
thme arrows aie very sharp so that nations fill before thee, 6 
they p erce even to the heart of the king’s enemies f 
thy throne is Gods •hrone and endureth for ever, 7 

a sceptre of upnghtness is the sceptre of thy kingdom, 
thou lovest right, and hitest wrong 8 

therefore God, even thy God , hath anointed thee 
ujith the oil of gladness above thy fdlows f 


All thy gaiments smell of myrrh, aloes, and cassia, 9 

out of ivory f alaces the harp strings make thee glad » 
kings daughters ire among thy honouiable women, 10 

upon thy right hand doth stand fhe queen, 
m gold of Ophn ’ 

[The Queen approacheth ] 

Heaiken, O daughtei considei and incline thine ear 11 
foiget all thine own people, and thy father’s house, 
and let the king have pleasure 111 thy beauty, t* 

for he is thy lord, and worship thou him 
and the daughtei of Tyie shall wait on thee with a gift, 13 
r yea, and the nch ones of the earth’ 


[The Queen enteicth ] 

All glonous cometh the daughter of the king, 14 

her clothing is of wrought gold 
m raiment of needlewoik is she led unto the 1 mg, 15 

\1rg1ns that be«her fellows, bear her company, 
and are brought to thee ’ 

with joy and gladness aie they brought, 16 

and entei into the king’s palace 
instead of thy father thou shalt hase childien, 17 

whom thou mnyest make pnnees in all the land 
I will tell of thy name fiom one generation to anothei’ iS 
theiefoie dial l the people gin praise unto thee 
uiorld without end 1 
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§ 24 Psalm wvii 

I Trust m God maheth the Psalmist fair less m pinl 

Jehovah is my light and my salvation , whom then shall I feai? i 
Jehovah is the stiength of my life, of whom then shall 
I be afraid? 

when the wicked — even mine oppiessois and m> foes — 
came upon me to eat up my flesh, 
they stumbled and fell * 

though an host of men be laid against me, yet is not my 3 
heart afraid, 

though there use up wai against me, yet have I tiust withal 

II he year neth for fie protection of Cods House which he hopeth soon 
1 to revisit in triumph 

One thing have I desned of Jehovah — this llo I long for 4 
even to dwell in the House of Jehovah all the days of 
my life, 

to behold the fan beauty of Jehovah, and to joy in 
His Temple 1 

for m the time of tiouble Pie doth hide me m His tabernacle 1 5 
yea He sheltereth me m the sheltei of His tent and 
setteth me on a lock of stone’ 

and now shall He lift up mine head above mine enemies 6 
round about me, 

that I may offei offeungs of joy in His tabernacle and 7 
sing and speak piaises to Jehovah 1 


I A plaintive cry to God to abide with the / salmis t in his need 


Hearken unto my voice, O Jehovah, when I ciy, 8 

have mercy upon me and hear me 
my heart hath mused upon Thy word, seek ge ;$&g face 1 9 
Thy face, Jehovah, do I seek 1 

O hide not Thou Thy face from me, 10 

nor cast Thy servant away m displeasuie 1 
Thou hast been my succoui, put me not awa>, 11 

neither forsake me, O God of my salvation 1 
when my father and my mothei forsake me, 1 

Jehovah taketh me up 
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II azo* /«»* from the snares of Jus persecutors 

Teach me lh> way, O Jehovah, 13 

« and lead fie m a plain path, 
because of them that he 1ft wait foi me 1 
delivei me not over unto the will of mine adversanes, 14 

foi there are false witnesses nsen up against me and 
such as bieathe out cruelty 


III God the only safety ut peril 

Oh— if I had not believed veiily to see the goodness of 
Jehovah 

in the land of the living’ — 

wait on Jehovah, be strong, and let thme heai* take courage, 16 
yea, wait on Iehovah 1 


§ 25 PSA.LM Will 

I The louing care of God 

Jehovah is my shepheid, therefore can I lack nothing r 
He maketh me to lie down m a gieen pasture, 2 

and leadeth me beside the waters of comfort, 

He refiesheth my soul, 3 

'’and bnngeth me forth in the paths of righteousness 
for His name’s sake 


II 

Yea, though I walk thiough the valley of the shadow of death, 4 
I will fear no evil, foi 1 hou art with me, 

Thv rod and Thy staff, they comfort me 
Thou pieparest a table for me m the face of mine enemies , 5 
Thou hast anointed my head with oil and my cup is full 
Thy lovmgkmdness and mercy shall follow me all the days 6 
of my life, 

and I will dwell in the House of Jehovah foi ever 
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§ 26 Psalm \ i 

1 The Psalmist appeah th to Cod for deliverance from sickness 

O Jehovah ’ rebuke me not ltf Thine indignation, j 

neither chasten me m Thy displeasuie* 
have mercy upon me, Jehovah, foi I am weak 2 

heal me, Jehovah, foi my bones are vexed 
my soul also is sore tioubled, , 

but Thou, Jehovah, — Oh ' how loifg — * 

II ere it be too late 


Turn Thee, O Jehovah, and deliver my soul, 4 

O save r me for Thy mercy’s sake ' 
for in death no ^ian remembereth Thee, 5 

and who shall give lhee thanks m the grave ? 

III 

I am weary with my- groaning 6 

eveiy night wash I my bed 

and flood my couch with my teais 
mine eye is dim foi very trouble, 7 

it is waxed old because of all mine enemies 

IV he is assuud that his pia^er Mill be answered 

Away fiom me, all ye that work iniquity, 8 

foi Jehovah hath heaid the voice of my weeping, 
Jehovah hath heard my petition 9 

Jehoiah will receive my piayer’ 
all mine enemies shall be confounded and soie vexed ic 


they shall be turned back and put to shame suddenly 


§ 27 Psalm xiii 

I Despair 

How long wilt Thou forget me, Jehovah, for ever, I 

how long wilt Thou hide Thy face from me ? 
how long shall I have trouble m my soul 

and be so vexed m my heait all the day long, 
how long shall mine enemy tnumph ovei me? 


2 
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II Pi aye-} 

0 look upon me, and hear me, Jehovah my God ’ 3 

give light to inme eyes that I sleep not m death, 
lest itnne enemy say, ‘I have # pi evaded. against him’’ 4 
lest they that trouble me rejoice that I be cast down ’ 

III Trust 

But as foi me — my trust is in Thy meicy, 0 

let my heart betjoyful m Thy help ’ 
let me sin g to Jehovah, because He hath dealt lovingly 6 
with me 


§28 Psalm x\\ 

I The Psalmist praiseth God for iehvi w 1 a&d exkorteth others 
to praise Him 

I will magnify Thee, O Jehovah, foi Thou hast set me up, 1 
and not made my foes to triumph^ovei me* 

II 

O Jehovah’ my God’ ? 

I cued unto Ihee and Thou hast healed me 
Jehovah’ Thou hast brought my soul out of the giave, 0 
Thou hast called me into life from among them that 
aie gone down to the pit 

sing piaises unto Jehovah O ye saints of His, 4 

r and give thanl s unto His holy name ’ 
for His wrath enduieth but the twinkling of an eye His z; 
favoui for a lifetime, 

heaviness mav enduie foi a night, but joy cometh in 
the morning 

III he hll ih Juno his self confidence was rebuked but his pi ay r 
* for life accepted 

But m my piospenty I said 6 

*1 shall ne\ei be lemoved 1 

Thou Jeho\ah, of Thy goodness hndst made mv hill so 7 
stiong — 

Ihou didst turn Thy face fiom me, — and I was tioubled 
then cned I unto Thee, O Jehovah, 

and gat me to Jehovah light humbly, — 


8 
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‘ what profit is there m my blood, m my going down to the graved 9 
* shall the dust give thanks unto Thee, or shall it declare 10 
Thy truth? 

t heai , Jehovah, and have meicy upon me 11 

‘Jehovah, be Thou my helper 1 ’ 

— and Thou hast turned my heaviness into joy, 12 

Thou ha&t put off my sackcloth and glided me with gladness, 
that my glory may smg unto Thee without ceasing, 13 

O Jehovah, my God, I will give thanks unto Thee for ever 


§ 29 Psalm xli 

T The blessur that attends sympathy for the suffering is shewn from 
the Psalmists deliverance 

Blessed is he that considereth the pool and needy* 1 

Jehovah deliveieth him m the day of double 
Jehovah preserveth him and keepeth him ali\ e, that he may 2 
be blessed upon earth, 

Thou wilt not deliver him into the will of his enemies 1 
Jehovah upholdeth him when he lieth sick upon his bed, 3 
Thou hast changed his bed of sickness into health 

II for when he appealed to God against the treacherous cruelty of his 
enemies 

As foi me— I said ‘Jehovah, be meiciful unto me* 

‘heal my soul, for I have sinned against Thee* 

‘mine enemies speak evil of me 

* ‘when will he die, and his name perish?’ 

‘ and if he come to see me, his heart deviseth evil , 

‘he conceiveth mischief withm himself, and when 
cometh forth he telleth it 

III and their malignant joy at Jus ruffering 

‘All mine enemies whispei together against me, 7 

‘even against me do they imagine evil 
‘ * Evil is poured out upon him, 8 

‘ ‘ and from the bed whereon he lieth, he shall rise 
up no moie ’ 

‘yea, e \ en mine own familiar friend, whom I tiusted, who 9 
did also eat of my bread, 

‘hath lifted up his heel against me 1 
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IV his prayer was accepted 

* But be Thou merciful unto me, O Jehovah, and raise me up, ro 
‘and X shall requite them, 

‘by this I know Thou favoured me, u 

‘ that mine enemy doth not triumph over me * 
and m mine mnocency Thou didst hold me fast, 12 

and didst set me before Thy face foi evei 


§ 30 Psalm lxvi 12—18 

I The Psabmst m a prelude to a sacrifice of thanksgrmn * 

I will go into Thine house with burnt offerings, * 12 

and will pay Thee my vows, 
which I promised with my lips, 

and spake with my mouth when I was in tiouble 
I will bring unto T^iee fatlmgs with the sweet savour of rams, 1 3 
I will offei bullocks and goats 

II declaretk God s special goodness towards him because of his 
mnocency 


0 come hither and heaiken, all ye that fear God, 14 

and I will tell you what He hath done for my soul 1 

1 gave Him praises with my mouth, 13 

/ ea, I called unto Him with my tongue 
incline unto wickedness with mine heart, r6 

the Lord will not hear me* 

III 

But God hath heard me, 17 

and considered the voice of my prayer 
piaised be God, 

who hath not<cast out my prayer, 18 

nor turned His mercy from me 


§ 31 Psalm xii 

I The Psabmst eravetk kelp of God 

Help, Jehovah, for there is not one godly man left, r 

for faithfulness is mimshed from among the children of men , 
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they talk vamt) , every one with his neighbom , 

they do but flatter with their lips and dissemble in 
then double heart 

II a must the p> ide of the oppiessois 

May Jehovah loot out all deceitful lips, 3 

and the tongue that speaketh proud things, 
which say, 4 with oui tongue will we prevail, 4 

‘our lips aie on oui side, who is loid ovei us?’ 

Ill but he be think eth him of the Prophets words 

For the oppiession of the needy, because of the deep sighing 5 
of the pool, 

3 frill iHjJ, saith Jehovah, 

3 frill set fjtniL in safety tljat longetij for it 

The woids of Jehovah are pure woids, 6 

like as silver which fiom eaith is cleansed and puiified 
se\en times m the hie 

IV and fieltth assured of God s protection 

Thou shalt keep them, O Jehovah, 7 

Thou shalt preserve him from this geneiation for ever’ 
the ungodly walk on every side, 8 

when wickedness exalteth itself among the children of men 


§ 32 Psalm ikii 

I Resignation of true faitk 

Wait only in silence upon God, O my soul’ 1 

for of Him cometh my salvation, 

He only is my rock and my salvation, 2 

He is my defence , I shall not greatly fall r 

II amid the attacks of apostates 

How long do ye all assail a man, and break him m pieces? 3 
as a tottering wall 
a w all to be bi oken down ? 

their device is only how to thrust him from his height, 4 
their delight is m lies, 

they give good words m their mouth but curse with their 
heart 1 
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lievei theless my soul, wait 5 nly in silence upon God * i 
foi my hope is m Him, 

He only is my lock and my salvation, 6 

He is my defence , I shall not fall * 
in God is my help and my gl$ry, 7 

the lock of my might and my refuge is m God 

III fh emptiness of human strength 

0 put youi tiust m <Him alway, ye people, 8 

pour out youi heaits befoie Him, 
for God is oiu refuge 1 

the children of men are but a bieath, and the sons of the 9 
mighty a he 

lay them on the balance 
they aie but a breath all togethei 1 
O trust not m wiong, and take no pnde m loooeiy 10 

if riches inclose, set not your heart upon them » 

God spake once, twice also have I heard the same, 11 

that power belongeth unto God 1 
and Thou, O Loid, art meiciful 1 

foi Thou lewardest every man accoidmg to his work* 


§33 PstLM X\\I\ 

I Fhe / sahmst Mould fain l eep silence l fo> the t tried but pain 
compelLth him to spiah 


I s?ud, Met me tale heed to my wajs, 1 

that I offend not with m} tongue 
‘let me keep my mouth as it weie with a hi idle, 2 

* while the ungodly is 111 my sight 1 
I held m> tongue and spake not of m\ desire 3 

but it was pain and ^lief to me — 
my heart was hot Ruthin me 4 

while 1 was muring the fne kindle 1 
a the last I spake with mj tongue, 

* O Jehovah, let me know mint, end 0 


and the nuribei of my days, how long I have to live 
* tha* I maj know how frail I am 1 
‘behold, Ihou hast made m> da>s as it weie a span long 6 
and mine age is even as nothing before ihee 
‘veiilv every man living is out a bieath 
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‘man walketli as a \am shadow 1 *"<■ 

4 he disquieteth himself m vam 
* he heapeth up riches and cannot tell who shall gather them • 

II Amid his imsuy he findeth help m God yet the wrath ofVod is 


nnblc to human weakness 

And now, Loid, what is my hope'* S 

4 tiuiy my hope is even m Thee * 

4 clelivei me from all mine offences, g 

4 mal e me not a rebul e unto the Icolish * 

4 1 am become dumb, and open not my mouth to 

4 foi it is Thy doing 1 

4 take lhy lod iway from me, rr 

4 1 am even consumed by the means of Thy heavy hand 1 
‘when Thou" with rebul es dost chasten man for sin, 12 

and fiettest^away his beauty as a moth, 

4 every man is but a breath ’ 


III he theufoit sit/ th > st in an appeal to God s compassion 
1 Heai my piayer O Jehovah, and give heed to my complaint, 

4 hold not Thy peace at my tears ' 

‘for I am a stranger with Thee, 14 

‘and a sojourner as all my fathers weie, 

4 turn away Thy face fiom me that I may recover my gladness, 15 
‘before I go hence and be no more seen 1 ’ 


§ 34 Psalm xc 

I Power of God mans weakness 

Lord’ Thou hast been oui refuge fiom one generation to 1 
another ’ 

befoie the mountains weie bi ought forth, * 

or evei the earth and the world were made, 
from everlasting to everlasting Ihou art God 
Thou turnest man to destruction, ~ 3 

again Thou sayest, Came again, %z cfjtltJten of men 
— for a thousand years m Thy sight 4 

are but as yesteiday when it vamsheth, 
and as a watch m the night, — 

Thou scatteiest them, they are as a dieam m the morning, «, 
yea, even as the grass which groweth up, 
m the morning it is green and groweth up, 6 

m the evening it is dried up and withered 



§35 Ps XLVI ] CHRONOLOGIC AI LY ARRANGED 33 


II Sin the source of man s veal ness 

For we consume away m Thy displeasuie 7 

and aie afraid *at Thy wrathful mdignation 
Thou hast set our misdeeds before Thee, 8 

and our seciet sms m the light of Thy countenance 
for when Thou art angiy all oui days aie gone, 9 

we bring oui yeais to an end as a sound that dieth away 
the days of our age are threescore years and ten, or scaice 10 
fourscore ye^s, 

yea, even their stiength is but vanity and a thing of nought, 


so soon passeth it away, and we are gone 
who knoweth the power of Thy wiath ? 11 

foi even as Thy majesty so is Thy displeasure 
teach us then to number our days, 12 

and to bring the offering of an undeistjgidmg heart 

III A flayer for tin. return of God s favour 

Turn Thee again, O Jehovah 1 Oh 1 hc^v long — ? 13 

be gracious unto Thy servants 1 

O refresh us with Thv mercy and that soon, 14 

so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life' 
comfort us again now after the days that 1 hou hast plagued us, 13 
and the yea s wheiein we have suffeied adveisity 1 
shew Thy seivants Ihy work, 16 

and then children Thy gloiv ’ 


ai\d the glorious majestv of the Lord our God be upon us' 17 
prospei Thou the woil of our hands upon us 
O prosper Thoa our handy woik’ 


§ 35 Ps A.LM \U\ r 

I Go£a r fu%e in t m xtid ttmj> st 

God is oui lefuge and stiength r 

a very piesent help m tioublc 

theiefoie will we noL feai though the eaitn do quake, 2 

though the mountains totter in the midst of the sea, 
though the waters thereof rage and swell, 3 

and though the mountains shake at the tempest of the same 
Jehovah, Lo d of Hash, is ajith us, 

the God of Jacob is out tcroei of strength 


3 
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II as the stream of Siloam w kith been Ihs presence to the besieged 

There is a stieam the wateis whueof make glad the city of God, 4 
tlie holy places of the tabernacle of the most Highest 
God is m the midst of hei , she shall not be moved , 5 

God will help hei, the morning draweth nigh 
the nations raged the kingdoms were moved 6 

at the voice of His thunder the eailh melteth 
Jehovah., Laid of Hosts, ts mth us, { 

the God of Jacob ts out towet of stfength 

III His wonders in destroying the Assyrians 


Come luthe* and behold the work of Jehovah, S 

what wonders He hath wi ought upon the earth 
He maketli wai«~to cease m all the woild, 9 

He bieal eth the bow and 1 nappe th the spear m sunder, 
and buineth the chanots m the 
Be still ttjm, anfc knnhi tljat 3 am to 

3 hull he exaltets* among thjc ijeatljen, 3 Ml he exaiteti 
m tlje earth 

JJi ) ah, Loid of Hosts, /<• vith us n 

the God of Jacob is our town of stiength 


§36 Psalm xlviii 

I Beauty of Sion the dwelling of God 

Gieat is Jehovah and worthy to be piaised, 

in the city of our God, even upon His holy hill 
beauteous on high — the joy of the whole earth, — 
is the hill of Sion, in the sides of the north, 
the fortress of the great km to 
God hath levealed Himself within hei towers 
as a sure refuge 

God upholdeth the same for ever 1 

II Terror of the allied kings at the sight of her 

For, lo» the kings of the earth took counsel, 3 

and marched up together 
they cast a look upon her and marvelled, 
they were astomed and sore afraid 
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fear took hold upon them theie 5 

and pain as of a woman m travail, 
through a storm from the east 6 

that breaketh ?n pieces ships of Taishish 
like as we have heard, so havi we seen 

m the city of Jehovah Lord of Hosts, the city of our God , 7 
God upholdtth the same for re ; ' 

III Judah cehbrateth Gods loving-kindness m the remplc 

We think on Thy loving kindness, O God, 8 

in the midst of Thy Temple 

according to Thy name of God, so soundeth Thy praise to 9 
the worlds end 

Thy right hand is full of righteousness 
mount Sion rejoiceth 10 

the daughteis of Judah are glad, 
because of Thy Judgments ’ 

walk about Sion and go round about her, 1 1 

tell ye the toveis thereof 

maik veil her bulwarks, count up her strong places— 12 
that ye may tell them that come after 1 
for this God is oui God for ever and ever, 13 

He will be our guide for evei lasting 

§ 37 Ps 4.LM LXXVI 

J God is great in Sion and heaketh the tod of the oppressor 

In Judah is God known, 1 

His name is gieat m Israel 

for at Salem He made His tabernacle 2 

and His resting place m Sion 

there brake He the arrows of the bow 3 

the shield, the*sword and the battle’ 

II none may resist His might 

F ull of brightness art Thou, more glorious 4 

than the strongholds of robbers 
the proud were stopped, they slept their sleep 5 

and the men of might found not their hands 
at Thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, 6 

both chariot and horse lie fallen 


5 “ * 
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III for He executeth righteous judgments upon the natiot s of the 

tai th 

Thou, even lhou ait to be feaied, ^ 

and who may stand in Thy sight when Thou art angry? 
Thou didst cause judgment to peal forth fiom heaven, 8 
the eaith ti enabled — and was still, 
when God aiose to judgment, 9 

to help all the meek upon the eaith 

IV the fui 1 ms shall ho v befon Hun and all nations shall do Him 

homage 

tor the fierceness of men shall turn to Thy piaise, 10 

the residue of fieiceness shall do Thee honour 
pionuse unto Jelfpvah your God and keep youi vows 1 n 
let all that aie around Him do homage to Ills majesft 1 
lie moweth down the pnde of princes, ~ 12 

lie is terrible to the kings of the earth 

§38 P&ALM LWV 

I God at His appointed seasons appeareth to judge the world 

Unto Ihee, O God, did we give thanks, 1 

we gave thanks to Thee and Thy name is nigh, 
men told of Thy wondrous works 
JFat 3 cijoose an appoints time {saith Jehovah ), 0 

3, e&ett 3, jttfcge accorUmg to n $t, 
tijc eartfr quaked) anO all tfj t mfja&tters thereof 4 

3 pabe establish tfj t ptllatss of tt 

II for to Him alone doth judgment belong 

I say unto the fools * deal not so madly 1 5 

and to the ungodly, 1 set not up your horn 1 ’ 
set not up your horn on high, 6 

and speak not with a stiff neck 1 
for neither from the east, nor from the west, 1 

nor from the desert, nor from the hills — 
but God will judge, 

He putteth down one and setteth up another 1 
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11? the hand of Jehovah theie* is a cup, 9 

the wine is red, full mixed , He poureth out of the same , 
as foi the diegs thereof— all the ungodly of the earth 10 
shall dunk them and suck them out 

III and He judgeth the folk righteously 

But I will talk of the God of Jacob, ] 1 

and sing piaises unto Him for ever, 
ill tijc 1 ) 0 vus of tlje unoohls also bull 3 break {saith Jehovah ), 1 2 

anh tf )t Ijorns of tfje xigfjteous sfjall be exaltctf 


§ 39 Psalm l\v 

I Worthy is Jehovah to be p raised 

bnto Ihee, O God, belongeth piaise m Si#n, 1 

and unto Thee shall the vow be performed’ 

Thou that hearest prayer, 2 

unto Thee doth all flesh come’ 
mine iniquity tioubleth me soie, 3 

as foi our sms, Thou shalt be meiciful unto them ’ 
blessed is he whom Ihou chooosest and takest to dwell m 4 
1 hy corn ts 

let us rejoice m the beauty of Ihy House, in the holy 
place of Thy I emple ’ 

II m the juorks of nature and His dealings •with the children of met 

Wonderfully dost Thou show us giace, O God of oui salvation 
Thou that ait the hope of all the ends of the woild 
and of the uttei most sea 1 

who m His stiength setteth fast the mountains, 6 

and is girded about with powei 
who stilleth the raging of the sea and the noise of his waves, 7 
and the madn^s of the peoples, 
so that they that dwell m the ends of the eaith aie afraid G 
at Thy tol ens , 

1 hou hllest the outgoings of morning and evening with joy 1 

III so also par thi gracious ram johich He hath sent upon the land 

Thou hast visited the eaith and wateied it 9 

and enriched it with the ram of heaven 111 full stieam, 

1 hou refieshedst her corn for so Thou refieshest the earth , 10 
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Thou wateredst hei fuuows and Oyashedst down the ndges r 
thereof, 

Thou madest it soft with showers 
and blessedst the springing of it 
Thou hast crowned the yen with Thy goodness 12 

and Thy footsteps drop fatness 
the very pastures of the wilderness diop fatness 13 

and the hills deck themselves with xejoicing, 
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, 14 

the valleys also stand so thick with^orn, 
that they lejoice and shout for joy 


§40 Psalm cxl 

I Prayer for deliverance from the r nahce 

Deliver me, O Jehovah, fiom the evil man, 1 

and preseive me from the violent man, 
who imagine mischief m their heait, 2 

and stir up strife all the day long 
they have sharpened their tongues like a serpent, 3 

adders’ poison is under their lips 

II and snares of the ungodly 

Keep me, 0 Jehovah, from the hands of the ungodly, 4 
preserve me from the violent men, 
who aie pui posed to overthiow my goings * 
the pioud have laid cords for me and snares, 
they have spread a net by the side of my path, 
they have set tiaps for me 

III the Psalmists hope is in Jehovah 

I say to Jehovah, ‘Thou ait my God, 6 

heai, O Jehovah, the voice of my piayeis 1 
the Lord Jehovah is the strength of my health, 7 

a helmet for my head m the day of battle 
let not the ungodly have his desire, O Jehovah * 8 

let not their device prosper, lest they get the victory 



§4* Ps cxli] CHRONOI OGICAI I Y ARRANGED 39 


IV who will requite the wicked for their wickedness 

As foi the poison of them that compass me about,— 9 

let them be co\£red with the mischief of their own lips, 
let hot burning coals fall upon # them, 10 

let them be cast into the fire, 

and into the pit, that they use not again 
slandereis shall not prospei on the earth, u 

evil shall hunt the violent man to oveithiow him 

V and aoengc the cause of the patient and upright 

Suie I am that Jehovah will avenge the poor, 11 

and maintain the cause of the helpless > 
but the ughteous shall give thanks unto Ihy name, 13 

and the just continue m Thy sight 


§41 Psalm c\ n 

I Hie Psalmist prayeth to GocT at eventide 

Jehovah, I call upon Thee, O haste Thee unto me f 1 

consider my voice when I ciy unto Thee 1 

let my prayer be set foith 111 Thy sight as the incense, ^ 
and the lifting up of my hands as an evening sacrifice 1 

II for strength to resist the hires of the wicked 

Set a watch, O Jehovah, before my mouth, 3 

and keep the dooi of my lips f 

let not mv heart be inclined to any evil thing 4 

let me not be occupied with ungodly woiks, 
and with the men that work wickedness 
and let me not eat of then dainties 

III that his jo a may not be heard at then festivities 

I et the righteous lathei smite me finendly and lepiove me, — 5 

let not oil anoint mine head 1 — for my piayei goeth up 6 
evei 111 their calamities f 

then judges aie overthrown m stony places 7 

and shall the\ hear of my vvoids that they weie sweet? 

like as when one furroweth up the earth and cleaieth it, 8 
Dur bones did stick out, we were nigh unto the grave 
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IV for he irusteth in God for deliverance 

But mine eyes look unto Fhee, O Loid Jehovah, 9 

m Thee is my trust, O poui not out my life f 
keep me fiom the snaie that they ha\e laid foi me, 10 
and from the tiaps of the wicl ed doers f 
let the ungodly fall into then own nets, n 

but as for me— let me evei escape them ’ 

§42 PS\LM CXLII 

I TH Psalmist tit sore distress prayeih to Jehovah 

1 uy unto Jehovah with my voice, i 

yea, even unto Jthovah do I make my supplication, 

I pour out my complaint before Him, i 

and show Him of my trouble, 

when my spirit is m heaviness 3 

yet Thou knowest my path, how m the way wheiein 
I walk they pnvily lay a snare foi me 1 

II for he hath no other helper 

I look upon my right hand and see, 4 

and there is no man that knoweth me 
I have no place to flee unto, 5 

and no man careth for my soul 
I cry unto Thee, O Jehovah ' 6 

I say, Thou art my refuge and my poition in the land 
of the living 

III and the righteous regard his deliverance as a token foi good 

Consider my complaint, for I am bi ought very low 7 

0 delivei me from my peisecutors, 8 

for they aie too stiong foi me f 
bring my soul out of prison, 

that I may give thanks unto Ihy name, 
the ughteous wait to see that Thou mayest do me good f 


9 
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§ 43 Psalm lv 

I The Psalmist prayttli for help in danger 


Heai my prayei, O God, 1 

and hide not Thyself fiom my petition f 
take heed unto me and hear me, 2 

— I am spent wiljji sighing and ciy m my distiess — 
the enemy cneth so and the ungodly cometh on so fast, 3 
toi thev assail me with mischief and aie maliciously set 
against me’ 

my heart is disquieted within me, 4 

and the fear of death is fallen upon me, 
fcai fulness and trembling aie come upon me, 5 

and an hoinble dread hath overwhelmed me, 
and I said O th^J I had wings like a dove, 6 

for then would I fly away and be at rest f 
yea, then would I get me away far off,^ 7 

and remain m the wilderness 1 

then would I haste me to a lefuge 8 

from the stormy wind and tempest f 


XI and calleth ot God to punish the iniquity 0 / the city and the 
trench ly of his friend 

Destroy their tongues, O Lord, and cleave them asundei * 9 

for I have spied violence and stnfe in the city, 
day • and night they go about upon her walls, 10 

mischief also and soriow are within hei 
destiuction is m the midst of her, 1 \ 

oppression and guile go not out of her streets ' 

— for it is not an enemy that doth me this dishonour foi then 12 
I could ha\e borne it, 

ntither is it my foe that doth magnify himself against 13 
me foi then I had hid myself from him, 
but it is even thou, a man like unto myself, 14 

my companion and mine own familial fnend, 
we took sweet counsel together 15 

and walked to the house of God as triends — 
let death come hastily upon them f let them go down alive r6 
into the gra\ e * 

foi wickedness is m their dwellings and among them 
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III he findeth calm tn the thought of God s justice 

As foi me, I will ct.11 upon God, 17 

and Jehovah will help me, 

evening and morning and at noonday do I gioan and cry aloud' 18 
(and so He heareth mv voice, 

with His saving help He rescueth my life from the heat 19 
of the battle, 

for there were manv against me) , 
yea, I cry that God may hear, that He who is King of 20 
old may bring them down, 

for they keep not their oath and have no feai of Gocl' 
he laid his hand upon them that weie at peace with him, 21 
and he brake his covenant 

the words o? his mouth are softei than buttei, having war 22 
m his heait 

his words aie^smoother than oil, yet be they very swords * 
Cast thy care upon Jehovah, and Hf will <^are foi thee, 23 
He will never suffer tht righteous to fall 1 
and as for them, Thop, O God, wilt bung them into the *4 
pit of destiuction, 

the blood thirsty and deceitful men shall not live out 
half then days, 

but my tiust shall be m Thee 1 


§ 44 Psai M V 

I The Psilmist appeahth to God to hear him 

Give eai unto my words, 0 Jehovah, [ 

consider my meditation * 

O heai ken Thou unto the voice of my calling, my King 
and my God 1 

foi unto Thee will I make my prayei 

r 

II for God evtr helpeth the godly 

(3 Jehovah, m the moimng dost lhou heai mv voice, 0 
early do I wait on Thee and watch, 
for Thou ait a God that hast no pleasure m wickedness, 4 
neither shall the wicked man dwell with Thee, 
such as be foolish shall not stand m Thy sight, 

Thou hatest all them that work iniquity, 


9 
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T 3 »ou shalt destroy them that*speak lies, 6 

Jehovah abhorreth the bloodthirsty and deceitful man 

III specially in their hour of need 

But as for me m the multitude* of Thy mercy will I come 7 
into Thine house, 

and m Thy fear will I woiship at Thy holy Temple 
lead me, O Jehovah m Thy righteousness, because of them 

that lie in wgit foi me, 8 

make Th) way plain before my face ' 
foi theie is no faithfulness in their mouth, 9 

their inward paits are \eiv wickedness, 
their throat is an open sepulchre, 
they flatter with then tongue 

IV and defat th th plots of the vichea 

Hold them guilty O God let them fall away fiom then 11 
counsels 

cast them down in the multitude 01 their ungodliness, 
foi they have rebelled against Thee, 
and let all them that put their trust m Thee lejoice, 12 

let them ever shout for jo> and be Thou their defence, 
let them also that lo\e lh> name be jovful in Ihee 
for Thou, O Jehovah, dost bless the righteous, 13 

and with Ihy favoui dost compass him as with a shield. 


$45 PS\I M I\IV 

I Ptay r fa ulp 

Hear my voice O 'God when I civ 

preserve mj life fiom feai of the eneni), 
hide me from the secret counsels of the wicked 
and from the gathering together of evil doers, 
who whet their tongue hke a swoid 

and make leach then arrows even bittei wokK 
that the) may privily shoot at him that is perfect, 
that they may shoot suddenly and fear not 
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II for the plots of the wi led are dttp 

They encouiage themselves m mischief, 5 

they commune among themselves how they may lay snares, 
and say that no man shall ^te them, 
they devise deeds of iniquity, 6 

even now me they leacly with then cunning devices, 
they keep them secret, every man in the deep of his heait, 
but suddenly God shooteth at them with an ariow, ( 

and lo 1 they are wounded unaware ' 

III but God shall turn thu> plots against thcmscljes 

They are confounded, yea then own tongues have made 8 
thefn fall, 

and they that had lespect unto them flee away, 
so all men that see it shall be afiaid, 9 

and shall say, ‘this hath God done,’ 

for they shall perceive that it is His work 
the righteous shall rejoice m Jehovah and put their tiust 10 
m Him, 

and all they that aie tiue of heait shall be glad 


§46 Ps VLM LII 

I The confidence of the uncled 


Why boastest thou thyself m mischief, thou tyiant, 1 

whereas the goodness of God endureth yet daily? 2 
thy tongue imagineth destruction 3 

like a whetted razor, thou man of guile ' 
thou lovest unrighteousness more than goodness, 4 

and lying lather than to speak righteousness, 
thou lovest all words that may do hurt, 3 

0 thou false tongue * 

II yet God shall overthrow him 

So may God likewise destioy thee foi evei, 6 

take thee and pluck thee out of thy dwelling, 
and loot thee out of the land of 
the righteous shall see this and fear, 


and shall laugh him to scorn 


7 
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-io, this is the man, that took not God for his strength, 8 
* but trusted unto the multitude of his liches, 

‘and was proud m Ins own fiowaidness* 

III while the godly 'tall continue for ever 

\s foi me, I am like a green olive tiee m the house of God, 9 
my trust is m the tender meicy of God for ever and ever* 

I will always give thanks unto Thee for that ihou hast done, 10 
and I will wait on Thy name, foi it is loiely, 
m the piesence 8f all Thy saints 


§ 47 PS4.LM xxwi 

I The ungodly rejoiceth m his misdeeds 

The voice of evil is deep m the heart of tljp ungodh, i 

there is no fear of God before his eyes, 
for it flattereth h#i m his own sight, 

to de\ise wickedness and to follow hate, 
the words of his mouth are mischief a]*f deceit, > 

he hath left off to behave h nself wisely and to do good 
he imagmeth mischief upon his bed, 4 

and hath set himself m no good way, neither doth K 
abhor anything that is evil 1 

II but God is just who Mill protect His own 
O Jehovah, Thy mercy reacheth unto the hea\ens, 
and Tliv faithfulness unto the clouds 1 
Thy righteousness standeth like the mountains of God 6 
Thy judgments are like the great deep , 

Thou, O Jeho\ah, shalt save both man and beast' 7 

bow excellent is Thy meicy, O God * 

and the childien of men chall dee undei the shadow of 
Thy wings 

they shall be satis€ed with the plenteousness of I by house S 
and Thou shalt gi\e them drink of Thy pleasuie^, as 
out of a nvei 

III and ozerthfow the voided 

For wath Ihee is the well of life, 9 

and m Thy light shall we see light* 

O continue forth Thy lovmgkmdness unto them that know Thee, 10 
and Th> righteousness unto them that are tme of heail 
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0 let not the foot of pnde come against me, xi 

and let not the hand of the ungodly drive me away* 
there are the) fallen all that work wickedness, 12 

they are cast down, and shall not be able to stand 1 


§ 48 Psalm i i\ 

I Prayer for hel* against the heathen 

Save me, O God, foi Thy name’s sake 1 

and avenge me by 1 hy stiength ' 
hear my pra>er, 0 God, * 

and hearken unto the woids of my mouth 
for stranger? are risen up against me, 3 

and tyrants which have not God before their eyes, 
seek after m* soul 

II triumph of faith 

Behold, God is my l^lpei, 4 

the Lord is with them that uphold my soul 
He shall rewaid e\il unto mine enemies, 5 

destroy Thou them m 1 hy truth t 
I will sacrifice unto Thee with a fiee heait, 6 

I will piaise Thy name, O Jehovah, for It is good, 
for It hath deliveied me from all my tioubles, 7 

and mine eye hath seen his desire upon mine enemies 


49 Psalm lxi 

I The Psalmist prayeth to God fjom a distant land 

Hear my crying, O God x 

give eai unto my prayei * 

from the ends of the eaith do I call upor* Thee, 2 

when my heart is faint 

Thou wilt lead me upon the rock which is too high for me 3 

II and longeth for the Pemph 

Thou wast ever a refuge for me, 

and a strong tower against the enemy 

O that I might dwell 111 Thy tabernacle for ever, 4 

and flee unto the covert of Thy wings » 
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for Thou, O God, didst hear my vows 5 

and gavest me the heritage of them that feai Thy name 1 

III and for the safety of the ling 

Thou wilt giant the king a loifg life, 6 

and make his years as many generations , 
may he reign before God for evei 7 

prepare Thy lovmg kindness and truth that they may 
pieserve hin^ 

so will I sing piaises unto Ihy name for ever, 8 

that I may daily perform my vows 

§50 Psalm lxiii 

I The Pialttftsi tn exile longcth to leturti to the Temple 

O God, Ihou art God eaily do I^eek Thee, 1 

my soul thirstcth foi Thee 

my flesh also longeth after Ihee, •* 

in a bairen aid dry land where no water is 
thus have I seen Thee in the sanctuary, 3 

and beheld Ihy power and glory, 
for 1 hy lovmg I mdness is better than the life itself, 4 

so did my lips sing m Thy praise 
thus will I magmf\ Thee while I live, 5 

# and lift up my hands m Thy name 
my soul is satisfied as it were with marrow and fatness 6 
and my mouth praiseth Thee with joyful lips, 
when I remember Thee upon my bed 7 

and think upon I lice in the night watches 1 

for God hath been his deln tier 

Ihou venly wa^t my helpei 8 

and under the shadow of Thy wings do I rejoice, 
mv soul did hang upon Thee, 9 

and Thy right hand did hold me fast 
as for them that seek my soul to destioy it, ro 

kt them sink into the depths of the earth * 
let them be given over to the edge of the sword, 11 

let them be a portion for jackals ! 
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III Prayer for the pi os fie) ity of the king 

But may the king rejoice in God' 12 

let every one that sweaieth by him tnumph, 
but the mouth of them thaj speak lies shall be stopped 1 

§51 Psalm lvi 

I In the midst of persecution 

Be meiciful unto me, 0 God 1 foi man goeth about to 1 
de\our me 

they ai^ daily fighting and tioublmg ire, 
mine enemies would daily swallow me up, 

for they be <many w inch disdainfully fight against me 
What time I am afiaid, 0 

m Thee do I put my trust 

through God do I piaise His word 4 

yea, m God do # put my tiust and feai not , 
what shall flesh do unto me- 1 

IT the Psalmist trusteth in the providence of God 

They daily wrest my woids, 5 

all that they imagine is to do me evil 
hey stir up strife and lie m wait, they mark my steps 6 
as though they longed foi my life 
lecompense them accoidmg to then wickedness, 7 

m Thine angei cast down the peoples O God 1 
Thou countest my sighmgs, 8 

Thou puttest my tears m Thy bottle — 
are not they noted m Thy book? 

Ill who will deliver him m the tine of trouble 

What time I call upon Thee, then shall mine enemies be 

put to flight 1 q 

this I know, that God is on my side 1 
through God do I praise His woid, 10 

through Jehovah do I piaise His word 
yea m God do I put my trust ar ' 
what shall flesh do unto me? 


11 
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ui?to Thee O God do I owe my vows 12 

unto Thee will I give thanks, 

foi Thou hast delivered my life fiom death, 13 

and my feet fiom falling 

that I may walk befoie God ^11 the light of the living 


§52 Ps\IM LVII 

* 

I Ptaya in ajjli tion 

Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me, 1 

for my soul fleeth unto Thee foi refuge 
yea, under the shadow of Thy wings shall be m*r refuge, 
until this penl be overpast* 

I will call unto the most high God, 

even to God who doeth good unto me, 


that He send fiom^heaven and save me, 3 

and put to shame him that would eat me up, 
yea, that God send foith His meicy and truth* 4 

m> soul is among lions, I lie even among ravening men, 0 
with the childien of men, whose teeth aie speais and airow», 
and then tongue a sharp svvoid 
St/ up Th) self, 0 God \ above the hea >eus, 6 

and Thy gloiy above all the eai th f 


II for the restoration of God s kingdom 
They have laid a net foi my feet 7 

and their own soul is bowed down, 
they have digged a pit before me 

— and are fallen into the midst of it themselves 
mine heait is fixed, O God, mine heait is fixed, 8 

I will smg and give praise* 

awal e up, my gloi> awake lute and haip* 9 

I m>self will av«ake right eaily* 

I will give thanks unto Thee, O Loid, among the people, 10 
and I will smg unto Ihee among the nations 
for the gieatness of Ihy meicy leacheth unto the heavens, 11 
and Thy ti uth unto the clouds ’ 

Set up Thyself^ O God aboze the heavens , 12 

and Thy gloty above all the earth ' 
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§ 53 Psalm lviit 

I The Psalmist in mockery compareth the titles of the judges with 
their works 

Do ye indeed speak 1 lghteousness, O ye gods, i 

and judge uprightly the sons of men, 
while ^et ye imagine mischief in your heait, 2 

and weigh out the wickedness of your hands upon the eaith? 

II shtwith their real nat ire 

The wicked aie fiowaid c\en from their mother’s womb, 3 
as soo& as they aie born, they go astray and speak lies* 
they are as -venomous as the poison of a serpent, 4 

even hi e tl^e deaf adder that stoppeth hei ears, 
which refuseth to hear the voice of the dimmer, 5 

drum he ne\ei so wisely’ 

I IT anti calhth on God to destroy them 

Break their teeth, 0 God, m their mouths, 6 

smite the jawbones of the lions, O Jehovah’ 
when they shoot out their anows let them be blunted, 
let them fall away like watei that lunneth apace, 
let them consume away like wax that melteth, { 

like the untimely fiuit of a woman, which seeth not the sun’ 

IV he foreseeth their sudden 0 er throw and the triumph of the rietfiti w 

Or evei youi thorns perceive it, 8 

He will consume the thicl et, both green and dry, 
the righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the \engeance, 9 
he shall wash his footsteps m the blood of the ungodly 
so that a man shall say, * verily there is a reward for the 10 
righteous, 

‘venly there be gods that judge m the earth’’ 


§ 54 Psalm lix 

I The Psalmist cneth to God for help against the fury of the invader 

Ddner me from mine enemies, O God’ 

defend me from them that rise up agamst me. 


i 
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(T deliver me from the wicked doers, 2 

and save me fiom the bloodthirsty men’ 
foi lo, they lie m wait for my life, 3 

violent men conspne against me — 
without any o fence 01 fault $f me, O Jehovah* 
they run and prepare themselves without my fault 4 

arise Thou theiefore to help me and behold* 
stand up Jehovah God of Hosts, Thou God of Isiael, 5 
stand up and visit all the heathen, 
and shew not mertj to the treacheious man and the robber * 

II and sett th forth the thnatcmn „ danger and the majesty and 
miicy of God 

They shall come back m the evening, 6 

howl like a dog and run about the citj 
behold the> will bpast aloud with their mouth, 7 

swoids are in their Ups, 
for, sav thej, ‘who doth heai ? 
but Ihou Tehovah shalt have them intension, S 

Thou shalt laugh all the heathen to scorn* 
upon Thee, O my strength, will I w ait * 9 

for Thou ait the God of my lefuge 
my God will show me His 1 indness plenteoualy, 10 

God shall let me see my desue upon mine enemies* 

nj he prayeth Him U let the enemy come back that they may l 
slam befoic the city so that all the people may set it 

Slav them not, lest my people foigct it, i> 

drive them on through I hv might and cast them dow n, 

0 Lord our defence* 

foi the sin of their mouth and foi the woids of their lips, — 1 

O let them be«taken in their pride* 
and whv^ then speaking is of cuismg and lies* 
consume them mThj wiath consume them that they peush, 13 
that men may know that it is God that ruleth m Jacob 
and unto the ends of the world * 
and let them return m the evening 14 

howl like a dog and go around the city * 
they wall rush violently for then meat, i D 

yea venly they shall be satisfied and fall* 
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IV Praise of God for the deliverance 

As for me, I will sing of Thy powet 16 

and will praise lhy meicy every morning 
for Thou hast been my defei\ce 

ancl refuge m the day of my tiouble , 
unto Thee, O my strength, will I smg 17 

for Thou, 0 God, ait my tefuge and my meiciful God* 


§ 55 PSAIM XXVI 

I The Psalmist testifieth of /its integrity 

P>e Thou my judge, O Jehovah* r 

for I have walked innocently, 

my trust hath been also in Jehovah without wa\eimg» 

II 

Examine me, O Jehovah, and prove me, 2 

try out my reins and my heait 1 
for Thy loving kindness is before mine eyes 3 

and I will walk 111 Thy truth, 

I have not dwelt with vam peisons, 4 

neither will I have fellowship with the deceitful 

III 

I hate the congregation of the wicked, 
and will not sit among the ungodly, 

I wash mine hands m innocency, 6 

that so I may go about Thine altai O Tehovah, 
that I may smg aloud with the voice of thanksgiving 7 

and tell of all Thy wondrous w oiks’ 

IV tlaimeth deliverance jrom the visitation 

0 Jehovah ’ I love the habitation of Thy house, 8 

and the place wheie Thy glory dwelleth, 
sweep not away my soul with sinners, 9 

nor my life with the blood thnsty, 
in whose hands is abominable wickedness 10 

and their right hand is full of bribes ! 
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V and abideth in hope 

But as foi me— I will walk innocently n 

0 deliver me and be meiciful unto me 1 

my foot stande f h m an even plaee, 12 

1 will piaise Jeho\ah m the congregation 

§ £6 PS\IM 

I rhe P salmut prayith to God for deliverance 

Unto Ihee, O Jehovah will I ciy, 1 

my lock, be not ihou silent to me, 
lest, if Thou be silent, I become like them that" go down 
to the grave 

hear the voice of my humble petitions when I (f y unto Thee 2 
when I hold u*> my hand towards the mercy seat of 
fhy holy Temple » 

II from the common d struct ion 0 / the wicked 

Diaw me not away with the ungodly and wicked doers 3 
which speak friendly to their neighbours but imagine 
mischief m their hearts 1 

reward them aftei their deseit and after the wickedness of 

their deeds, 4 

recompense them after the work of their hands, 
pay them that they ha\e deserved 1 

III 

For they legard not the woil s of Jehovah, 6 

nor the opeiation of His hands, 
therefore let Him break them down and not build them up f 

The deliverance is grant d and he r eturneih thanks 

Praised be Jehovah, 7 

for He hath heard the voice of my humble petitions 1 
Jehovah is my strength and my shield 8 

my heart hath trusted m Him and I am helped 
therefore my heart danceth for joy and m my song will 
I piaise Him’ 
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0 Jehovah, who ait their strength 9 

and the savmg defence .of Thme Anointed 
O save Thy people and give Thy blessing unto Thine 10 
inheritance 

feed them and set them 1 p foi ever * 


§57 Psalm x\x- 

I Th Psalmist declarcth hu> confidence 11 Cod 

In lliee, O Jehovah, have I put my tiust let me not be 1 
pu^ to confusion foi ever, 
deliver me in Ihy righteousness 
bow down Ihme^ear to me, make haste to deliver me 
and be Thou my stiong rock 
and a house of defence to sa\ e me 1 
for Thou ait my stiong rock and my castle, 4 

Thou wilt also Ire my guide and lead me foi Th) 

Name’s sake 

Ihou wilt draw me ou*- of the net that they have laid •> 
pnvily for nic, 
for Thou art my stronghold 

into Th> hands I commend my spmt 6 

for Thou hast ledeemed me Jehovah, Thou God of truth' 
Thou hatest them that hold to lym^ \anities, 7 

but as foi me, my trust is in Jehovah 

II craoeth help m zouozv and suffering 

I el me be glad and lejoice in Thy mercy S 

for Thou hast considered my tioufre, 
and hast known my soul m adversities, 

Thou hast not delivered me into the han r1 of the enemy, 9 
but hast set my foot m a large room' 
have meicy upon me, 0 Jehovah' for I am 111 tiouble, 10 
and mine eve is consumed for very heaviness yea, my 
soul and my body 

for my life is waxen old with heaviness and my yeais with rx 
mourning , 

my strength faileth me because of mine infirmity and my 1 2 
bones are consumed by reason of my oppiessors 
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I%became a reproach even to*my neighbours and they of 13 
mine acquaintance were afiaid of me, 
and they that see me without convey themselves from me , 

I am clean foigotten as a dead man out of nnnd, 14 

I am become like a broken ^ssel 

III declaretk anew his confidence 

I ha\e heaid the slandei of the multitude fear was on every 15 
side 

while they consp % ied together against me 
and took then counsel to take away my life 
but as for me — my hope hath been 111 Thee, O Jehovah, 16 
I have said 1 hou art my God 1 
my times aie m fhy hand, * 17 

deliver me from the hand of mine enemies and from 
them that peisecute me 

shew Thy sen ant the light of Ihy countenance, 18 

and save me for Thy meicies’ sake 1 
let me not be confounded O Jehovah, for I call upon Thee 1 19 

let the ungodh be put to confusion and be put to 
silence in the grave 1 

let the lying lips be put to silence 20 

which ciuelly disdamfull) and despitefullj speak against 
the righteous’ 


I and rejoiceth m the fulfilment of his j>ra) er 

O how plentiful is 1 hy goodness which Thou hast laid up * 1 
foi them that feai Ihee 

and that Thou hast piepared for them that put their 
tiust in Ihee, 

even before the "Sons of men 

Ihou hidest them m the shelter of Fhy piesence from the 22 
noise of men 

and keepest them in a covered place from the strife of 
tongues 1 

blessed be Tehovah for He hath shewed me His marvellous 3 
great 1 mdness 

m the time of oppression and need f 
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II 

\s for me, I said m my tiouble, ‘I am cast off fiom the 
sight of Thine eyes,’ 

ncvei theless Thou heardest the voice of my pinyer 
when I cued unto Tlite 
O love Jehovah all ye His saints' 

Jehovah pieseiveth them that aie faithful, 
and plenteously rew aideth the pioud doei 
be stiong and He shall establish yom lrait, 
all ye that put >our trust in Jehovah' 


§ 58 Psalm lxxxviii 

I A j>rclu<it 

0 Jehovah, God of my salvation, i 

I have cried day and night before Thee, 

0 let my prayer enter into Thy presence, 

incline Ihine ear^unto mv calling' 

II The Psalmist in his sufferings 

hor my soul is full of tiouble 

and my life diaweth nigh unto the gm\e 

1 am counted as one of them that go down into the pit, 

and I am become even as a man that hath no strength 
my place is. among the dead, 

like unto them that are slam and he in the giave, 
who are out of Thy lemembiance, 
and are cut away from Ihy hand 
Thou hast laid me m the lowest pit, 

m a place of daikness and in the deep, 

Thme indignation lieth hard upon me 

and Thou hast \e\ed me with all Th^r storms 

III praycth to God 

Thou hast put a\va> mine acquaintance fai from me, 
and made me to be abhorred of them, 

I am so fast shut m that I cannot get forth 8 

my sight faileth me foi very trouble, 9 

O Jehosah I call daily upon Thee, 

I stietch forth my hands unto Thee, 
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dost Ihou shew wondeis among the dead? io 

*oi shall the dead use up again and praise Thee? 

4 shall Thy loving kindness be shewed in the gi ave ? r i 

_ ‘or Ihy faithfulness m destruction? 

T shall Thy wondious worl s be # known m the dark? 12 

‘and Thy righteousness in the land where all things 
are foi gotten ? 

IV bgt cam >/ attain to comfort 


But as for me — to lliee, Jehovih do I ciy, 13 

and early shall my prayer come befoie Thee 

0 Jehovah, why abhorrest Thou my soul 14 

and hidest Thou Thy face from me? 

1 am in misery and my youth faileth me i 5 

1 hy terrors do I suffer a honible dread overwhelmed me , 
Thy wrathful displeasure is gone ovei me 16 

Thy terrois ha\e utterly undone me, 
they came round about me daily like the waterfloods, j 7 
and compassed me together on e\eiy side’ 
my lovers and friends hast Thou put away from me, 18 


me acquaintance me — they that dwell m the grave’ 


§ 59 PSA.LM L 

The Psalmist describeih his vision of judgment 

Jehovah even the most mighty God, hath spoken and called i 
the world 

fiom the rising up of the sun unto the going down thereof 
out of Sion, the perfection of beauty, * 

hath God shined, — 

our God shall come* and shall not 1 eep silence ’ 3 

there went befoie Him a consuming fire 
and a mighty tempest was stiried up round about linn 
lie ealleth to the heaven above 4 

and to the eaith that Pie will judge His people, 

gatfjcr i!Hg saints together tints Mz, s 

tljosr tfjat fjabe tnahr a covenant fcutij JHe &ntfj sacrifice f 

and the heavens declared His judgment 6 

how that God Himself doth judge— 
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I God's sentence against the nation 


pleat, © Pg people, anti 3 toll speak, 3 mgself toll 7 
testifg against tfjee, © 3srael — 

3 am ©ob, eben tfjg ©cb 1 

3 bill not teptobe tfjee, because of tfjg sacrifices, 8 

for tfjg burnt offerings are albags before Me , 

3 bill taive no bullock out of tfjme fjottsc, 9 

nor fjc goat out of tfjg fotbs T 

JFor all tfje beasts of tfje forest are Pmc, to 

anb so are tfje cattle upon a tfjousanb fjtlls, 

3 knob all r tfje fobls upon tfje mountains, 11 

anb ifjemilb beasts of tfje ffelb arc m Pg stgfjt, 
if 3 to ere fjungrg, 3 boulb not tell tfjee, 12 

for tfje bfjole borlb is Pme anb all that is tijerciu T 

©fjtnkest tfjou that 3 bill eat bulls' flesfj 7 
anb brink tfjr blsob of goats 7 
ofer unto ©ob tfjanksgibmg 14 

anb pag tfjg bobs unto tfje Post l^igfjest, 
anb call upon Pc in tfje time of trouble, t-, 

so bill 3 fjear tfice anb tfjou sfjalt praise Pe* 


II against the juicked 


But unto the ungodly said God 16 

bfjg host tfjou preaefj Ms labs, 
anb takest Pg cobcnant m tfjg moutfj, 
bfjcrcas tfjou fjatest to be reformeb r 7 

anb fjast cast Pu borbs befjtnb tfjee 7 
bfjen tfjou sabest a trjicf, tfjou consentebst unto fjim 18 
anb fjast been partaker bitfj tfje abx^terers, 
tfjou fjast let thg moutfj speak bickcbness, 19 

anb bitfj tfjg tongue tfjou fjast set fortfj beceit, 
tfjou sittest anb speakest against tfjg brotfjer, 
gea, anb slanberest tfjme obn motfjer’s sou 
tfjese tfjmgs fjast tfjou bone— anb 3 fjelb Pg tongue *1 


anb thou tfjougfjtest tfjat 3 am eben suefj a one as tfjgself 
but 3 biu reprobe tfjee anb set before tfjee tfje tfjmgs tfjat 
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III His words of mercy and solemn warning 

<B consider tfjts, ge tfjat forget 0 oh, 22 

lest 3 pluck gou afoag anti tijere tie none to fcelifor gou f 
fcrfjogo oferetk fEe thanks anti praise, fje Ijoncuretfj j® t, 23 

anti to gun tijat ortimtfj •fjis conbeisation angfjt, 
kull 3 sfjefcj tfje saltation of 6 otG 

§ 60 Psalm i 

Man rewarded according to kts deeds 

Blessed is the man that hath not walked m the counsel of I 
the ungodly 

1101 stood in the \\a\ of smnen>, 
and hath not sat in the seat of the scornful , 
but his delight is m the law of Jehovah 

and m His law vi ill he meditate day alid night 
he shall be 111 e a tiee planted by the water side, 

that will bung forth his fruit m due season, his leaf 
also doth not wither 

and look, whatsoever he doeth it shall prospei 
A.s for the ungodly, it is not so with them, 

but they aie like the chaff which the wind scatteieth 
Therefore the ungodlv shall not be able to stand in the 
judgment, 

neither the smners in. the congregation of the righteous 
for Jehovah knoweth the way of the nghteous, 
but the way of the ungodly shall peush 

§ 61 Psalms i\, \ 

An 4lfhabetical Psalm 

I [Ps ix ] Than) sgiving for a great deliverance and a revela t /or 
of the divine m rcy 

All my heait shall# pi aise Thee, O Jeho\ah 
I will speak of all Ihy marvellous works, 

I vill be glad and rejoice m Thee, 
yea, my songs will I make of Thy name, O Thou 
mo^t Highest^ 

Because mine enemies aie dmen back, 
and fall and peush at Thy presence, 
for Thou hast maintained my right and my cause, 
ihou art set on the thione that judgest right' 



6o 


THE PSALMS 


[Period II 


Confounded are the heathen and the ungodly are destroyed, 5 
Thou hast put out their name for evei and ever, 
as for the enemy,— he is laid waste in perpetual rum, 6 
yea, the cities which Thou hast destroyed — then memorial 
is perished with them 4 

but Jehovah reigneth a King for ever, 7 

He hath also piepared His seat foi judgment, 
and lie will judge the woild m righteousness 8 

and minister true judgment unto the people, 

Great defence shall Jehovah be to the oppressed, 9 

even a refuge m time of drought and trouble, 
and they that know Thy name shall put then tiust m Thee ro 
foi Thou, Jehovah hast nevei failed them that seek Ihee 1 

II Prayer for Jehovah s help against internal troubles 
High praise to Jekovah who dwelleth m Sion, 1 1 

shew the people of His doings, 
for He that maketh inquisition foi blood hath remembered 12 
them, 

and hath not foi gCtten the complaint of the poor 
In mercy, O Jehovah, consider the trouble which I have r 3 
suffered from them that hate me, 

Thou that liftedst me up from the gates of death, 
that I may shew forth all Thy praise 14 

within the gates of the daughtei of Sion will I rejoice 
at Thy salvation * 

Justly are the heathen sunk in the pit which they made, 
in the same net which they hid privily is their own 
foot taken, 

Jehovah shewed Himself He hath executed judgment, 16 
the ungodly is trapped in the woik of his own hands 


Know thou that the ungodly shall return to the grave, 17 
yea the heathen, and all that foiget God, 
for the poor shall not alway be foigotten, iS 

the patient abiding of the meek shall nor perish for evei 
Up, Jehovah f let not man have the upper hand, 19 

the heathen shall be judged in Thy sight 1 
put them in feai, 0 Jehovah’ 20 

let the heathen know themselves to be but men 1 


III [Ps x ] a more detailed description of these troubles 
Why standest Thou so fai off, O Jehovah? 

and hidest Thy face m the needful time of trouble? 



§6i Ps x ] CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED 61 


wicked m hia pude dotl! peisecute the pooi, 2 

they are taken m the devices he hath imagined, 
the ungodly maketh boast of his own heart’s desire 3 

the covetous man forsaketh and despiseth Jehovah 

The ungodly hath a high look, and saith 4 HE heedeth not, 4 
1 there is no God ’ — this is his thought continually 
his way doth always piosper, D 

Thy judgments aie fai above out of his sight 
as for his enemies, tie defieth them, 

and 111 his heart he saith * tush, I shall nevei be cast down, 6 
theie shall no haim happen unto me ’ 


His mouth is full of cuising deceit and fraud, 7 

under his tongue is mischief and destiuction, 
he sitteth m the lurking places of the \illajes 8 

yea, pnvily in his lurking dens doth he slay the innocent 
his eves are privily set against the poor, 9 

he lieth waiting secietly as a lion jn his Ian ’ 

\ ca he lurketh to ravish the poor 

he doth ravish the poor and getteth him into his net, 10 
he croucheth, he lieth down, — i r 

and the pooi do fall into his jaws, 
for he saith in his heart, tush, God hath forgotten, 12 

* He hideth His face , He will never see it 1 


IV renewed pray a to Jcho ah to effect a final deliverance from them 

Up, Jehovah’ O God, lift up 7 hme hand, 13 

forget not the pooi ’ 

wherefore should the wicked contemn God, 14 

while he doth m his heart, tush * 1 hou carest not for it 
Verily I hou hast seen it ’ foi Thou beholdest mischief and wiong, j 5 
to giave them on Thy hands, 16 

the poor committeth himself to Ihee, 

Thou art alwa\s the helpei of the fatherless 
Wilt not Thou breal the arm of the ungodlv 5 17 

yea, Thou shalt seek his works and they shall not be found 
Jehovah is King for ever and evei, 18 

let the heathen perish out of His land f 
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Zealously hast 1 hou defended the cause of the pool, O Tq 
Jehovah 1 

Thou wilt establish their heait, Tlnne ear heaikeneth 
theieto, 

to help the fatheiless and poor unto then light, 20 

that the men of the eaith be no more eKalted against Thee ’ 


§62 PSAIM WXVII 
4 n Alpha b lual Pmlm 

I I hi n hi on ? xk 1 tid to disii^aid th pro^pc-tity 0/ the wicfcd 

Against the ungodly fret lot th) elf, 1 

neither be thou envious against the eul doeis, 
for they shall ^oon be cut down like the grass, 
and be witheied even as the gieen heib 
Be doing good and put thy trust m the Lord, 3 

dwell m the land, and venly thou shalt be fed, 
delight thou m Jehovah, 4 

and Pie shall gi\e thee thy heait’s desire’ 

Commit th) wa>s unto Jehovah ^ 

put thy trust m Him and He shall bung it to pass, 

Pie shall make thy righteousness as cleai as the light, 6 

and thy cause as clear as the nooiday’ 

Bo thou rest m Jeho\ah wait patiently foi Him, 7 

and gne\e not thyself at him whose way doth piospei, 
against the man that doeth after eul counsels 
Eschew wrath and let go displeasuie, 8 

and fret not th\self, else shalt thou be moved to do evil 
wicked doers shall be looted out, 9 

and they that patiently abide m God, these shall inherit 
the land 

Foi — yet a little while — and the ungodly shall be clean gone , xo 
thou shalt lool after his place, and Ijp shall be awav ’ 
but the meel spirited shall possess the earth, 1 1 

and shall be refreshed m the multitude of peace 


II for it is but for a tune 

Go to, ye that seek counsel against the ju«t, 12 

and gnash upon him with your teeth, 
the I ord shall laugh you to scorn, 

foi lie hath seen that your day 1^ coming 


13 
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^[ath the ungodly drawn his swoid and bent his bow, 14 
to cast down the pool and needy and to slay the upright? 
his sword shall go through his own heart, 15 

and his bow shall be bioken 

Is not a small thing that the ughteous hath 16 

better than gieat riches of the ungodly ? 
for the amis of the ungodly shall be broken, 17 

but Jehovah upholdeth the righteous 
Jehovah 1 noweth the da>^ of the godly, 18 

and then mheutlmce shall enduie foi ever 
the> shall not be ashamed in the penlous time, 19 

and in the days of dearth they shill have enough 
Know that the ungodly shall pensh, 20 

and the enemies of Jehovah aie as the flovei of the field, 
they shall consume — yea, even in smoke shall they 
consume aw ay 1 

III while the righteous have the abulut * froti t on of God 

Lot the ungodly bonoveth and pi>eth not again, 21 

but the ughteous is meiciful and ^Ibeial 
such as aie lidessed of God shall possess the land, ’2 

and they that are cuised of Him shall be looted out 
Moieover Jehovah ordereth a good mans going, ^3 

and hath pleasuie in his way 

though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down, *4 

for Jehovah upholdeth him with His hand 
Never, though I have been young and now am old, 25 

have I seen the righteous forsaken and his seed begging 
then bread, 

the righteous is ever merciful and lendeth, 26 

and his seed is blessed 

Oh, flee from evil and do the thing that is O ood, ^7 

and so thou shalt dwell for eveimoie 
for Jehovah loveth the thing that is light, *8 

He forsal eth %iot His saints 

Punishment awaiteth the umighteous 29 

as for the seed of the ungodly, it shall be looted out 
the ughteous shall inherit the land, 30 

and dwell theiem foi ever 

Righteousness utteieth wisdom with hei lips 31 

and the tongue of the righteous speaketh judgment, 
the law of his God is m his heart, 
and his goings shall not slide’ 


3 ' 



[Period II 


64 THE PSALMS 

See, how the -wicked lieth m wait for the righteous $3 

and seeketh occasion to slay him, 
but Jehovah will not leave him m his hand, 34 

nor condemn him when he is judged 
Trust thou m Jehovah and keep IIis way, o >2 

and He shall piomote thee to mhent the land, 
when the ungodly shall peush, thou shalt see it 
Ungodly men have I seen m great power, 36 

and flourishing like a green bay tree, 
yet he passed away and lo, he was gane, 37 

I sought him, but 3 ns place could nowheic be found 
View the pei feet man and behold the upnght, 3S 

how the man of peace hith piospenty, 
but as foi tiansgiessois, they shall perish togethei, 39 

the postent}- of the wid ed shall be rootea out 
Yea, the salvation of the lighteous cometh of Jehovah, 40 
He is then stiength in the time of tiouble 
Jehovah standeth by and deliveieth them 4r 

He dehvereth them from the ungodly and saveth then 
because they .put their trust m Him 


§63 Ps VLM LWII 

I Prayer for the j>rosj>ei ity of the kin, b 

Give the king Thy judgments, O God* 

and Thy righteousness unto the king’s son, 
then shall he judge Thy people with equity 
and Thy pooi according unto nght, 
the mountains also shall bung blessing to the people, 
and the little hills, through righteousness 1 
let him keep the suflfeimg folk by their right, 
let him defend the childien of the poor, 
and the oppressor let him utterly des^oy! 

then shall the) feai Thee as long as the sun and moon endureth, $ 
from one generation to anothei ’ 
let it come down like the ram upon the mown field, 6 

even as drops of ram that watei the earth, 
in his time let the righteous flourish, 7 

yea, and abundance of peace, so long as the moon enduieth 
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II for the restoration of his dominion for he is the protector of the 
oppressed 


Let his dominion be also fiom sea to sea, 8 

and from the n\er even unto the world’s end, 
let them that dwell m the wilderness kneel befoie him, 9 
and let his enemies lick the dust, 
let the kings of Tarshish and of the isles give presents, 10 
let the kings of Arabia and Saba bring gifts, 
yea, let all kings fall* down befoie him, ir 

let all nations do him seivice * 

for he deliveieth the pooi -when he cneth, 1* 

the needy also that hath no helper, 
he is favouiable to the simple and needy, 13 

and piesciveth the souls of the poor — 
he deliveieth their souls from oppression an^l wiong, 14 

and dear is their blood m his sight — 


so that they may llounsh and give unto him of the gold 1 •> 
of Arabia, 

and make pia>er for him without casing, 
and piaise him every day 

III R > cual of player for umzersal and everlasting dominion 

Let there be an help of com m the land high upon the hills 1 16 
let his fruit be high as the hill of I ibanus, 
and let people spnng up in the city as grass upon the earth 1 
let his name endure for ever, 17 

as long as the sun enduieth, let his name mciease, 
and let all the peoples be blessed thiough him, 
yea, let all the peoples praise him’ 
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PFRIOD HI — §§ 64 — 89 
PSALMS OF THE CAPTIVI 1 Y 


§ 64 Psalm wii 

I The Psalmist tn coiifid nee 0 / Jus integrity praycth to God 

Hear the right, 0 Jehovah, consider my complaint, 1 

and heaiken^unto my piayei that goeth not out of 
feigned lips ’ 

my sentence cometh forth fiom Thy presence, 2 

and Thme eyes look upon the thing that is equal. 

Thou hast pioved and visited my heait in the night season, 3 


Thou hast tned me and findest no wicl edness in me, 
and my mouth doth not offend, 
as foi mens ways, — by the woid of Thy lips 4 

I ha\e kept me from the paths of the violent man 
my goings weie holden up in Thy paths, 5 

and my footsteps slipped not 

I call upon Thee, foi Thou hearest me, O God ’ 6 

incline Thme ear unto me and hearken unto my words’ 

II against the Persecution of the tuic/ed 

Shew Ihy marvellous loving kindness, Thou that art the 7 
saviour of them that put their trust in Thee, 
from such as lesiSt Thy right hand’ 
keep me as the apple of an eye, 8 

hide me under the shadow of Thy $mgs, 
from the ungodly that trouble me, 9 

from mine enemies that compass me to take away my life , 
they have enclosed their heait m fat, 10 

and -with dieir mouth they speak pioud things, 
they he vaitmg m our way on every side, 11 

and turn their e>es to spy through the land 
like as a lion that is greedy of his pie>, 12 

and as it weie a voung lion, luihmg m his secret places 
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III that though the jeiched prosper Jehovah may grant the Psalmist 
to behold His presence 

Up, Jehovah * disappoint hint and cast him down, 13 

deliver my life from the ungodly by Thy sword, 

from men, O Jeho\ah, by Thy hand, — fiom men of this woild, 14 
which have then portion m this life, whose bellies Thou 
fillest with Thy treasures, 

who have children at their de-uie and leave their substance 1$ 
to then babgs* 

but as for me, let me behold Thy presence in righteousness, j 6 
and when I awake up, let me be satisfied with Thy 
likeness * 


§65 Psalm x\i 

I The Psalmist s confidence in Jehovah , in spite of the apostasy of 


fn nds 

Presen e me, O God 1 foi m Thee ha\ e I put my trust 1 
I say of Jeho\ah, Thou art my Lord, 2 

my goods are as nothing m compa^son of Thee * 
the saint* which aie m the land, 3 

and the nobles m whom is all my delight — 
they multiply their idols and run aftei other gods, 4 

then diinhoffering* of blood may I not offer, 5 


neither make mention of their names within my lips 

II for joy in Jehovah s presence is strength against temptation 
Jehovah is the portion of mine mhentance and of my cup, 6 


Thou art the possession of my lot* 
the lines have fallen unto me m pleasant places, 7 

yea, I ha*ve a goodly heritage 

I bless Jehovah, foi that He gave me counsel, 8 

that my lems also admonished me m the night season, 

I ha\e set Jeho\ah alwa}s befoie me, 9 

because He is on my light hand, theiefore I shall not fall 

III ai d in His presen c is evei lasting life 

Wheiefore my heart is glad, and my gloiy rejoiceth 10 

my flesh also shall rest m hope’ 
for why? Thou shalt not leave my soul m the giave, 11 
neithei shalt Thou suffer Thy loved ones to see corruption , 
Thou shalt shew me the path of life 12 

m ihy presence is the fulness of joy 
and m Thy right hand there is pleasure for evermore 

5—2 
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§ 66 Psalm xlix 

I A summons to hear the great lesson 


0 hear ye this, all ye people, i 

give eai, all ye that dwell m the world, 
high and low, lich and poor, 2 

one with anothei 1 

my mouth shall speak of wisdom, 3 

and my heart shall muse of undei standing, 

1 will incline mine eai unto the paiable, 4 

and shew my dark speech upon the harp 


II that the prosperity of the wicked need cause no fear for wealth 
without God is of no avail 


Wheiefoie should I fear m the days of wicl edness, 5 

when the sin of them that would overthrow me doth 
compass me about, 

of them that put the*r trust m their goods, 6 

and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches? 
but suiely none of them may redeem himself, 7 

nor give a ransom foi himself to God, 

— for it costeth too much to redeem the soul, 8 

that must be let alone for ever — 
so that he may still continue to lrve 9 

and not see the giave 

nay, but he shall see it, wise men also die, 10 

and perish together, as w ell as the ignorant and the foolish, 
and leave their nches for other, 
nay, the gru\e is then everlasting habitation, 11 

their duelling place from generation to generation — 
they who were had m honour through the land* 
and man m his gloiy , so he hate no understandings 12 

is like unto the beasts that aie slaughtered and perish 


III and death is the end of the foolish but the righteous hath length 
of days 

This is the way of them that love foolishness, 13 

and of all those that after them praise their sayings, 
like sheep, that are appointed to be slam, — death shall be 14 
their shepherd, 

and the righteous shall have dominion over them. 
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yet a little while — and their beauty shall consume away, 
it shall have its dwelling m the grave 
but God will redeem my soul 15 

fiom the hand of the giave, when it layeth hold on me 
Be thou not afraid, though one be made rich, 16 

or if the glory of his hous£ be increased , 
for he shall cany nothing away with him when he dieth, 17 
neithei shall his pomp follow him, 
for though, while he liveth, he counteth himself an happy man, 18 
and though men praise thee, when thou doest well unto 
thyself, 

yet he shall follow the geneiation of his fathers, 19 

and ne\ ermore shall they see the light 1 
and man in /its qloiy % so he have no under standing, n o 

is like unto the heart? that ate slaughtered and perish f 


& 67 Psalm xlii, \liii 

I [Ps xlii ] Tne Psalmist torn from his native land amid the taunts 
0 / /us tue/mes dwelleth lovingly on the joyous festivals of the Temple 

Lil e the hart desireth the wateibiooks, 1 

so longeth my soul after Thee, O God ’ 
my soul is athirst foi God, yea e\en for the living God, 2 
when shall I come to appeal before the piesence of God? 
m> tears ha\e been my meat day and night, 3 

while they dail> say unto me, where is now thy God ? ’ 
Now when I think thereupon, I pour out my heait within me 4 
how I went with the multitude, 
and brought them forth into the house of God, 
with the voice of praise and thanksgiving with such as 5 
keep holyday ’ 

Why art thou so heavy , 0 my souI } and ohy ait thou so 6 
disquieted nthm me 9 

0 put thy t> ust m God \ for I - mil yet gue Him thanks , 7 
which is the he/p of my countenance and my God f 

II as he taketh his last look from * te /order hills he is overwhelmed 

with grief 

My God’ my soul is hea\y within me, 8 

therefore do I remember Thee fiom the land of Jordan, 
of Hennon, and the hill of Mizar 
One flood calleth unto another at the noise of Thy watei spouts , 9 
all Thy waves and billows aie gone over me 
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Jehovah hath gi anted His lovmghmdness m the daytime, io 
and m the night season do I sing of Him and make 
my prayei unto the God of my life, 

I say unto the God of my strength, ‘ why hast Thou forgotten 1 1 
me ? 

' why go I thus heavily while the enemy oppresseth me ? 
‘my bones are smitten asunder while mine enemies repioach 12 
me, 

* namely, while they say daily unto me, 4 where is now 1 3 
thy God ? * * * 

Why ail thou so heavy , 0 my soul, and why ait thou so 14 
disquieted withm me ? 

0 put thy tiust in God, for I will yet praise Him , 15 

which is the help of my countenance and m\ God t 

III [Ps \Lin ] but nseth to hope in the thought that God in His justice 
t^ould restore him to Jerusalem 

Give sentence upon me, 0 God 1 1 

and defend my cause against the ungodly people, 

O delivei me from -die deceitful and wicked man’ 
for Thou art the God of my strength why hast Thou put 2 
me fiom Thee? 

and why go I so heavily, while the enemy oppiesseth me? 

O send out Thy light and Thy truth 1 that they may lead me, 3 
and bring me unto Thy holy hill and to Thy dwelling 1 
that I may go unto the altar of God, 4 

even unto the God of my joy and gladness 
and upon the harp will I give thanks unto Thee, O God, 
my God* 

Why art thou so heaoy, 0 my soul, and why ait thou so a 
disquieted within me? 

0 put thy trust m God, for I will yet pi aise Him, 6 
which is the help of my countenance and my God f 


§68 Psalm lxxxiv 

I The Psalmist longeth in absence for the holy place 

O how lo\ely are Thy dwellings, 

Jehovah Thou God of Hosts * 
my soul hath a desne and longing for the courts of Jehovah 
my heart and m> flesh ciy out for the living God 
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yea, the spanow hath found her an house and the sw allow a nest, 3 
where she may lay her young, 
even Thy altars, O Jehovah, God of Hosts, 
my Kmg and my God 1 

II proclaimeth the blessedness of i lem that dwell there or face the 


dangers of the pilgrimage 

Blessed are they that dwell m Thy House 4 

they shall yet live to piaise Ihee 1 
blessed is the man wtose strength is m Thee, 5 

who loveth to think on journeying to Thy House, 
they going through the vale of misery make it a well, 6 
yea, an eaily rain falleth and covereth it with blessing’ 
they go fiom strength to stiength, 7 

and so they appear before God in Sion 

III 

Jeho\ah, God of Hosts hear Thou my prayer, 8 

heaihen O God of Jacob ’ 

behold O God, oiu defendei 9 

and look upon the face of Thine Anointed ’ 
for one day in Thy courts it, better than a thousand 10 

I had rather be a door keepei in the House of my God ir 
than to dwell m the tents of ungodliness 
for Jehovah our God is a light and a defence’ 12 

Jehovah will give grace and glory 
and no good thing shall He withhold from them that 
live a godly life 


IV 

O Jeho\ah God of Hosts, 13 

blessed is the man that putteth his trust m Thee’ 


§ 69 Psaxm XXII 

I The Psalmist though he cned to Cod is forsaken and mod ed 

My God, my God ’ why hast Thou forsal en me, 

and art so fai from my help and fiom the words of 
my complaint ’ 

O my God ’ I cry m the day time but Thou hearest not, 

nnrl Hi a nr\ iAof 


2 
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and >et Thou art the Holy One, 3 

who dwell est among the praises of Isiael, 
our fathers trus ed m Thee 4 

they trusted in Thee and Thou didst deliver them, 
they called upon Thee and were holpen, 5 

they put their trust m Thee and were not confounded 
But as for me, I am a worm and no man, 6 

a very scorn of men and the outcast of the people, 
all they that see me laugh me to scorn, 7 

they shoot out their lips and shake then heads, 
saying ‘he tuibted in God let Him delivei him, 8 

let Him delivei him if He will hai e him ’ 

yet he praycth again to his Helper of old 

But Thou ait Iie^ that took me out of my mothei’s womb, 9 
Thou wert my stay when I hanged yet upon my mother’s 
bi easts 

I have been left unto Thee ever since I was boin, 10 

Thou art my Go$ even from my mothers womb 

0 go not far from me, for trouble is nigh at hand, rj 

and theie is none to help 

II Enemies surround him in his suffering and condemnation 

Many oxen are come about me, 12 

mighty bulls of Basan close me m on eveiy side, 
they gape upon me with their mouths 13 

as it were a ravening and a roaring lion f 

1 am poured out like watei, 14 

and all my bones stick out 
my heart also m the midst of my body 
is even like melting wax 

the skm of my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, 15 

and my tongue cleaveth to my gums «- 
and wilt Thou bung me to the dust of death? 
for dogs are come about me, 16 

the host of wicked men have laid siege against me, 
they have bound my hands and mv feet, 17 

I may tell all my bones, 

they stand staling and looking upon me, 
they part my garments among them, 18 

and cast lots upon my vesture 
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and yet he reneweth his prayer 

But Thou, O Jehovah, be not far from me, 19 

Thou art my stiength, haste Thee to help me * 
deliver my soul fiom the sword* 20 

my dailmg from the power of the dog f 
save me from the lion s mouth, 2 1 

and hear me from among the horns of the buffaloes 

III on his deluerance he will cause God to be praised by all the 
•world 

I will declaie Ihy name unto my biethien 2^ 

m the midst of the congregation will I piaise Thee f 
‘O praise Jehovah, ye that fear Him, 23 

‘ magnify Hun, all ye seed of Jacob, 

‘ and tremble before Him, all ye seed ot Israel 
‘for He hath not despised nor abhorred the low estate of 24 
the poor 

‘ He hath not hid His face fiom h«n, 

‘but when he called unto Him, He heard him,’ 
my praise is of Thee in the gieat congregation, 2 5 

my vow s will I perform m the sight of them that fear Him , 
the poor shall eat and be satisfied, 26 

they that seek after Jehovah shall praise Him 
may your heart live for ever’ 

that all the ends of the world may remember this and be 27 
turned to Jehovah, 

and all the kindreds of the nations may worship before 
Him 

for the kingdom is Jehovah’s, 2S 

and He is the Governor among the peoples 

/ is stoiy will police the suff im* and live among posterity 

All such as be sad u$on earth shall eat and do Him worship, 29 
all the} that go down into the dust shall kneel before Him, 30 
and whoso keepeth not his own soul alive 
Oiu seed shall «eive Hun, 3* 

the stoiy of the Lord shall be told to them that come aftei , 
they shall come and shall declaie His deliverance, 32 

yea, to the people that shall be bom, that Pie hath done this 
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§70 Psalm xxx\ 

I The Psalmist prayeth God to do battle against his enemies 
Strive Thou 0 Jehovah with them that strive with me, i 
fight Ihou against them that fight against me, 
lay hand upon the shield and bucklei, 2 

and stand up to help me, 

bring foith the speai and battle axe against them that peisecute 3 
me, 

say to my soul, I am thy help’ 
let them be confounded and put to shame that seek aftei my life, 4 
let them be turned back and put to confusion that imagine 


mischief for me 1 

let them be as chaff befoie the w md 5 

and the angel of Jehovah scattenng them, 
let their way be dail and slippeiy, 6 

and let the a“"gel of Jehovah pui sue them, 
for without cause have they hid their net m a pit for me, 7 
\uthout cause have they digged a pit for my life, 
let destruction come ijpon him unawaies, 8 

let his net that he hath laid privily catch himself, 
that he may fall into his own pit 
and my soul shall be joyful m Jehovah, 9 

it shall rejoice m His salvation 


all my bones shall say, * Jehovah, who is like unto Thee, 10 
‘ who deliveieth the poor fiom him that is too strong for him, 
‘the poor and the needy fiom him that spoileth them? 

II he jusiifietl ku> prayer by describing the deceit and ingratitude 
of his enemies 

Talse witnesses rise up 11 

they lay to my chaige things that I know not of, 
they requite me evil for good, 12 

to the great discomfoit of my soul 1 
nevertheless when they were sick, I put on sackcloth, 13 
and humbled my soul with fasting, 
and my prayer fell upon my bosom, 

I beha\ed myself as though it had been my friend or my 14 
brother , 

I went heavily as one that moumeth foi his mother, 
but m mine adversity they rejoice and gather themselves 15 
together, 

yea, they scourge me for things that I know not of, 
they make mouths at me and cease not. 



§7i Ps xxxviii ] CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED 75 


with shameless mockmgs and malicious lies, 16 

they gnash upon me with their teeth 
Lord* how long wilt Thou look upon this ? 17 

0 delivei my soul from their pitfalls, 
my dailmg from the lions, 

so will I give thee thanks in thl great congregation, 18 

1 will praise thee among much people, 

O let not my lying enemies triumph over me, 19 


neithei let them wink ■with then eyes that hate me without 
a cause 

III shelving Jus common cause juith the good 

And why? their communing is not for peace, 20 

but they imagine deceit against them that aie quiet m 
the land 

they gape upon me with then mouths, 21 

and sa>, ‘ fie on thee, fie on thee f 
* w e saw it with our eyes ’ 

Thou hast seen it, O Jehovah, hold not Thy tongue, 22 
be not far from me, O Lord, 

awake and stand up to judge my quarrel, 23 

even for my cause, my God and my Lord , 
judge me, Jehovah my God, accoidmg to Thy righteousness, 24 
and let them not triumph over me, 
let them not sa> m their hearts, ‘ theie, theie, so would we 25 
have it,’ 

neither let them say, ‘we have devouied him 
let them be put to confusion and shame together that rejoice 26 
at my trouble 

let them be clothed with lebuke and dishonour that boast 
themselves against me 

let them be glad and rejoice that favour my salvation, 27 
yea let + hem say alway, ‘blessed be Jehovah, 

‘who hath pleasuie m the prosperity of His servant,’ 
and my tongue shalf smg of Thy salvation 28 

and of Ihy piaise all the day long 1 

§71 PS4.LM XXXVIII 

I Tkt Psalm st m sicJ ness /rrj tk for the mitigation of his 
punishment 

Put me not to rebuke, O Jehovah, m Thine anger, 1 

neither chasten me m 1 hy heavy displeasure f 
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for Thme anows stick fast m me, 2 

and Thy hand presseth me soie, 
there is no health in my flesh, because of Thy displeasure, 3 
neither is there any rest 111 my bones by leason of my sm 
for my punishments are gone over my head, 4 

and aie like a soie buideh too heavy for me to beai, 
my wounds stink and are corrupt, e; 

thi ough my foolishness , 

I am bowed down and brought very low, 6 

I go mourning all the day long 
for my loins are filled with a sore disease, 7 

and there is no whole pait m my body, 

I am feeble and soie smitten, 8 

I ha\e roaied for the veiy disquietness of my heart 

II calkth on God io witness his patunce m pain desertion and danger 

Lord Ihou knowest all my desire, 9 

my gLoamng is not hid fiom Thee, 
my heart panteth, my strength hath failed me, 10 

and the sight of "mine eyes is gone fiom me 
my friends and my neighbours stand looking on my tiouble, n 
and my kinsmen stand afar off, 
they also that seek after my life lay snaies for me, 12 

thty that go about to do me e\il talk of mischief, 
and imagine deceit all the day long 
as for me I am like a deaf man and hear not, 13 

and as one that is dumb who doth not open his mouth , 

I am become even as a man that heareth not, 14 

and m whose mouth are no reproofs, 
for in Thee 0 Jehovah, do I put my trust, i 5 

Thou wilt hear me, O Loid, my God 1 


III and pray eth for help for fits fall would rejoice the enemies of God 

For I said within myself, ‘O that they should not tnumph 16 
ovei me, 

* and, when my foot slippeth, rejoice greatly against me ,' 
for truly I am nigh unto falling, 17 

and my heaviness is ever before me, 
for I confess my wickedness, 18 

and am sorry for my sm 

but they that are mine enemies without cause are multiplied, 19 
and they that hate me wrongfully are many in number , 
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they also that requite evil foi good aie against me, 20 

because I follow the thing that good is 
forsake me not, O Jehovah, n i 

my God, be not Thou far from me 1 
haste Thee to help me, 22 

O Lord, my salvation * 


§ 72 XL (including lx\) 

I The Psahntsi s former expet icnce of God s help 

I waited patiently for Jehovah, 1 

and He inclined unto me and heard my calling 
Pie bi ought me out of the horrible pit, out of the mne and 2 
clay, 

and set my feet upon the rock and established my going , 
and He put a new song in my mouth, 3 

‘thanks be to our God, 

‘let many see this and fear 4 

‘and put their trust m Jehovah' 

‘ blessed is the man that hath set his hope in Jehovah, 5 
‘ and turned not unto the proud, and to such as go about 
with lies’ 

‘ O Jehovah, mv God manifold aie the wondious works, that 6 
Thou hast done, 

‘like as be also Thy thoughts that are to us waid, 

* there is nothing that can be compared with 1 hee 1 

‘hf I should declare them, and speak of them, 7 

‘they should be moie than I am able to expiess’ 

II /us consequent enlighten n nt in God s law his zo v of obedience 

Sacrifice and meat offering Thou wouldest not , 8 

mine ear had<* Thou opened 

burnt offerings and sacrifice for sin didst Thou not lequire, 9 
then said I, ‘ lo I come 

‘with the 10II of the book, that is wntten for me, 10 
‘ I am content to do Thy will, O my God, 

‘yea, Thy law is within my heait’ 

I ha\e declaied Thj giacious dealing m the great congregation, 1 1 
yea, I have not reframed my lip**, 

O Jeh o\ ah, and that Thou k no west 1 
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I have not hid Thy righteousness within my heart, 12 

my talk hath been of Thy truth and of Thy salvation, 

I have not kept back Thy loving mercy and truth from 13 
the great congregation 

III and Jus appeal for a renewal of God s help 

Thou, O Jehovah, wilt not vithdiaw Thy mercy fiom me, 14 
let Thy loving kindness and truth alway pieserve me’ 
for innumerable troubles are come aboif me, r 5 

my chastisements aie upon me, I am not able to look up , 
yea, they are more m number than the hans of my head, 
and my heart hath failed me 

IV 

O Jehovah, let it be Thy pleasure to deliver me, 16 

make haste, Tj Jehovah, to help me • 
let them be ashamed and confounded togethei, 17 

that seek after my soul to destroy it, 
let them be drivers backward and put to lebuke, 
that wish me evil ’ 

let them be confounded and lew aided with shame, 18 

that say unto me, ‘fie upon thee, fie upon thee p 
let all those that seek Thee be joyful and glad m Thee, 19 

and let such as love Thy salvation say alway, ‘ Jeho\ ah 
be praised 1 

as for me, I am poor and helpless, haste Thee to help 20 
me, O Lord, 

Thou art my tiust and my redeemer, 21 

make no long tanymg, O my God » 


73 Psalm lxi\ 

I The Psalmist cneth for h Ip m persecution s, 

Save me, O God’ 1 

for the waters aie come in, even unto my soul, 

I stick fast m the deep nine where no giound is, 2 

I am come into deep wateis 
so that the floods run o\ei me, 

I am weary of crying, my throat is dry, 3 

my sight faileth me 
foi waiting so long upon my God, 
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they that hate me without a cause aie moie than the hairs 4 
of my head, 

they that would destroy me guiltless are more m number 
than my bones, 

shall I pay them the things that I never took? s 

O God, Thou knowest my punishment 

and my sufferings aie not hid fiom Thee* 
let not them that trust m Thee be ashamed for my cause, 6 
O Jehovah, GocP of Hosts, 

let not them that seek Thee be confounded thiough me, 

O Thou God of Israel 1 


II for ke is suffering in God s cause 

And why* foi Thy sake do I suffer repioof, 7 

shame hath coveied my face, 

I am become a stranger unto my bretlnen, 8 

even an alien unto my mothei s children, 

for zeal for Thine house hath even eaten me, 9 

and the lebukes of them that rebule Thee are fallen 
upon me 

I wept and chastened myself with fasting, — 10 

and that was turned to my leproof, 

I put on sackcloth also, — 11 

and they jested upon me, 

they that sit m the gate sing of me, 12 

and the drunkards mal e songs upon me 

therefore he frayeth afresh to Him 

Rut I make my player unto Thee, O Jehovah 1 13 

in an acceptable time, O God, 111 the multitude of 

Thy merev, 14 

vouchsafe unto me the truth of Thy salvation f 

take me out of thanme that I sink not 15 

O let me be delivered from them that hate me and 
out of deep wateis, 

let not the water flood drown me, 16 

neither let the deep swallow me up 
let not the pit shut her mouth upon me' 


hear me, O Jehovah, for Thy loving kindness is comfortable, 17 
turn Thee unto me according to the multitude of Thy 
meicies, 
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and hide not Thy face from Thy servant, 18 

for I am in tiouble, O haste Thee and hear me, 
draw nigh unto my soul and save it, 19 

0 deliver me, because of mine enemies* 

Thou knowest my repioof my shame and my dishonour, 20 
mine adversaries are all m Thy sight* 
rebul e had broken my heart, I was full of heaviness, 21 

1 looked foi some to have pity on me but there was 

no man, 

neithei found I any to comfort m^f, 
they gave me gall in my food, 2 

and when I was thirsty they gave me \megai to dunl 

III to punish them 

Let then table be a snaie to take themsehes withal, "3 
a stumblingh^ck for them that dwell at ease, 
let their eyes be blinded that they see not, 24 

and e\er bow Thou down their backs, 
pour out Thine indignation upon them 2^ 

and let Thy wrathful displeasuie take hold of them, 
let then habitation be void, 26 

and no man to dwell m then tents' 
foi they persecute them whom Thou hast smitten, f ' m t 

and vex him whom Thou hast wounded, 
hold them guilty accoidmg to then guilt, 28 

and let them not come into Thy mercy, 
let them be wiped out of the book of the living, 29 

and not be wntten among the righteous* 

Th refore the cause of the rijitcous and afflicted shall pre ml 

As foi me, when I am pooi and 111 heaviness, 0 o 

Thy help, O God, shall lift me up ' 

I will piaise the name of God, with a song, 31 

and magnify it with thanksgiving 
this shall please Jeho\ah bettei than an ox, 32 

yea than a bullock that hath hoi ns and hoofs’ 
the humble shall see this, and be glad, 33 

let youi heait lcjoice, ye that seek aftei God' 
for Jehovah heaieth the pooi 34 

Pie despiseth not PIis prisoners 
let heaven and earth praise Him 3 0 

the sea and all that moveth therein* 
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and the nation will be restored to prosperity 

Foi God will save Sion and build up the cities of Judah, 36 
that men may dwell there and ha\e them 111 possession* 
the postenty also of Thy sen ants shall inherit them, 37 
they that love Thy name shall dwell therein f 


f 74 Psalm cix 

I The Psalmist in persecution 

Hold not Thy tongue, O God of my piaise* 1 

for the mouth of the ungodly and deceitful is opened upon me, 
they have spoken against me with false tongues, 2 

they have compassed me about also with vgpids of hatied, 
and fought against me without a cause, 
for the love that I had unto them, lo, they take now my 3 
contrary pait, 

but I give myself unto prayer, 
thus have they rewarded me evil foi good, 4 

and hatred for my goodwill 

piayeth God to leqmte his oppr ssors 
Set Thou an ungodly man to be ruler over him, 5 

and let an ad\eisary stand at his right hand, 
when sentence is gi\en upon him, let him be condemned, 6 
and let his prayer be turned into sm * 
let Ihs days be few, 7 

let another take his office, 


let his children be fatherless, 8 

and his wife a widow, 

let his children be vagabonds and beg their biead, 9 

yea, let them seek it from their desolate homes 1 

II 

Let the extortionei consume all that he hath ro 

and let the stranger spoil his labour, 
let there be no man to have pity on him, n 

noi to have compassion upon his fatherless children, 
let his postenty be destroyed, 12 


and m the next generation let his name be clean put out , 
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let the wickedness of his fathers be had in. remembrance m 13 
the sight of Jehovah, 

and let not the sm of his mother be done away, 
let them be alway before Jehovah, 14 

that He may root out the memorial of them fiom off 
the earth’ P 


for their treachery , 

And that, because his mind was not to do good, 15 

but he persecuted the poor and helpless man, 
and him that was vexed at the heart, that he might 
destroy him, 

his delight was m cursing, — and it happeneth unto him, 16 
he loved not blessing, — and it is far from him, 
he clothed himself with cursing like as with a raiment, 17 
therefore doth it come into his bowels like water, 
and like oil into his bones, 

let it be unto him as the cloke that he hath upon him, 18 
and as the girdle that he is alway girded withal ’ 
let it thus happen frf»m Jehovah unto mine enemies, 19 

and to those that speak evil against my soul ’ 

III and to have mercy on him m his oppression 

But do Thou, O Loid Jehovah deal with me according to 20 
Thy name, 

delrver me, for Thy mercy is sweet’ 
for I am helpless and poor, 

and my heart is wounded within me, 

I go hence like the shadow that departeth, 
and am dnven away as the grasshopper, 
my knees are weak through fasting, 

my flesh is dried up for want of fatness, 
for I became a reproach unto them, 

when they looked upon me they shfiok their heads 

Help me, 0 Jehovah, my God, -25 

save me according to Thy mercy, 
and they shall know how that this is Thy hand, 26 

and that Thou, Jehovah, hast done it’ 
though they curse, yet Thou shalt bless, — 27 

though they nse up against me, they shall be ashamed, 
but Thy servant shall rejoice, 


21 

22 
*3 
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let mine adversaries be clothed with shame, 28 

let them cover themselves with their own confusion as 
with a cloke 1 

IV he rejoiceth in God 

As for me, let me give thanks unto Jehovah with my mouth, 29 
and praise Him among the multitude, 
for He standeth at the right hand of the poor, 30 

to save him fioiji them that judge his life 


§ 75 Psalm li 

I The Psalmist professeth his repentance and asketk for mercy 

Have meic) upon me O God, accoidin^o Thy gieat 1 
goodness 

according to the multitude of Thy meicies do away 
mine offences 

wash me throughly fiom my vickednest, 2 

and cleanse me from m> sin * 

for I acknowledge my faults 3 

and my sm is e\ei befoie me, 
against Thee only have I sinned, 4 

and done this evil in Thy sight, 
that Thou mightest be nghteous m Thy sentence, 
and clear when Thou art judge 


II he pleadetk the sinfulness of his nature 

Behold I was shapen in wickedness, 5 

and m sm hath my mother conceived me 
but lo Thou requirest truth m the inward paits 6 

and shalt make me to understand wisdom secretly, 

Thou shalt puige me with hyssop and I shall be clean 7 
Thou shalt wash me and I shall be whiter than snow 
Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness, 8 

that the bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice 


III and prayeth for the guidance of God s spirit 


Turn Thy face from my sms, 

and put out all m\ misdeeds , 


6 — 2 


9 
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make me a clean heart, O God, io 

and lenew a right spirit within me , 
cast me not away from fhy presence, u 

and take not Thy holy spirit fiom me 
0 give me the comfort of Thy help again, 12 

and stablish me with Thy fiee spmt ’ 

IV that he may pay t 7 ic time sacrifice of praise 

Then shall I teach Thv ways unto the kicked, r 0 

and smneis shall be conveited unto Thee, 
deliver me from blood guiltiness, O God, Thou God of my 
salvation, 14 

and my tongue shall sing of Thy lighteousness 
Ihou shalt open my lips, O Lord 15 

and my mouth shall shew Thy piaise 
for Thou desnestTo sacrifice, else would I give it Thee, 16 
Thou dehghtest not m burnt offeungs , 
the sacrifice of God is a Doubled spirit 1 7 


a bioken and a conti ite heart, O God, shalt Thou not 
despise 


V in hope that when the Temple is restored he may theie repeat 
his thanksgiving 

O be favourable and gracious unto Sion, 18 

build Thou the walls of Jeiusalem * 

Then shalt Thou be pleased with the sacnfice of righteousness, 19 
with burnt offeungs and oblations , 
then shall they offei young bullocks upon Thine altar 


§ 76 Ps VLM LXXl 

I JThe Psalmist calleth on God to protect* him as of old 

In Thee, 0 Jehovah, have I put my trust, 1 

let me never be put to confusion ’ 
but rid me and deliver me m Thy lighteousness, 
incline Thine ear unto me and save me’ 
be Thou my strong hold whereunto I may alway lesort, 2 
Thou hast given commandment to save me, 
for Ihou art my stiong lock and my castle’ 
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deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the ungodly, 3 
out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man* 
for Thou, O Loid Jehovah, art the thing that I long for, 4 
Thou ait my hope even from my youth, 
through Thee have I been holdeij up ever since I was bom, 5 
Thou art He that hath blessed me from my mother’s womb, 
my piaise shall be always of Thee 
I am become as it were a monster unto many, 6 

but my suie trus^J is in Thee, 

my mouth is filled with Thy piaise, 7 

and with Thy glory all the day long, 
cast me not away in the time of age 8 

forsake me not when my strength faileth me 

II descnbetk Jus need his patience and Jus tJianhfulness 

Mine enemies spake against me 9 

they that lay wait foi my life took counsel together, 
saying, ‘God hath forsaken him, 

‘persecute him and take him, for there is none to deli\ er him 
— go not far fiom me, O God 10 

my God, haste Thee to help me’ 
let them be confounded and perish that aie against my soul, r 1 
let them be covered with shame and dishonour that seek 
to do me evil’ — 

but as for me, I will patiently abide alway, 12 

and will piaise Thee moie and more 
my mouth shall speak of Thy ughteousness, 13 

and of Thy salvation every day 
for I know no end thereof’ 

I will come with the mighty acts of tie Loid Jehovah, 14 
and will make mention of Thv goodness only 
Thou, O God hast taught me from my youth up, i 5 

I have ever b<^p telling of Th\ wondious works 
forsake me not, O God, in mine old age when I am gra> headed, 16 
until I have shewed Thy stiength unto this generation, 
and Ihy power to all them that are yet for to come* 
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III appealeth to the divine righteousness and maketh a vow of 
praise 

As Thy righteousness, O God? is very high, 17 

and great are the things that Thou hast done, 

( 0 God, who is like unto Thee^ 

0 what great tioubles and adveisities hast Ihou shewed us’ 18 

and yet wilt Thou turn and refreshes 
yea, and bring us from the deep of the earth again* — ) 
if Thou shalt bring me to great honour, 19 

and comfoit me on every side, 

so will I piaise Thee and Thy faithfulness, '’o 

O God, upon the lute, 

unto Thee will I sing upon the harp, O Thou Holy One of 
Israel 1 

my lips shall rejoice, yea, unto Thee will I sing, 21 

and so doth my soul whom Thou hast delivered* 
my tongue also shall* talk of Thy righteousness all the 

day long, 22 

for they are confounded and brought to shame that seek 
to do me evil* 

§ 77 Psalm xxv 

1 A declaration of God's goodness to the holy atid a prayer for growth 

m holiness 

After Thee, O Jehovah, 1 

doth my soul seek, O my God’ 

Behold, m Thee is my trust, let me not be confounded, 
neither let mine enemies triumph ove$ me * 

Confounded are they that tiansgiess without a cause, 2 

but they that hope m Thee shall nevei be ashamed’ 
Direct me m Thy ways, 0 Jehovah, 3 

and teach me Thy statutes * 

Exercise me m Thy truth, foi Thou art the God of my health, 4 
m Thee hath been my hope all the day long* 

Go not back, O Jehovah, from Thy tender meicies 3 

and Thy loving kindnesses which have been ever of old ’ 
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• * 

Hold not the sms of my youth m remembrance, O Jehovah 6 
but m Thy mercy think Thou upon me, for Thy goodness f 
In Jehovah is mercy and truth, 7 

therefore will He teach sinners in the way, 

Jehovah guideth the afflicted m judgment, 8 

such as are afflicted, them %hall He learn His way, 
Loving kindness and truth are m all His ways, m 9 

unto such as keep His covenant and Iiis testimonies, 
Merciful be Thou, O Jehovah, for Thy name’s sake 10 

unto my sin, for # it is great’ 

II 

Note thou the man that trusteth in Jehovah, 11 

him doth He teach the way that he should choose, 

Only he shall dwell at ease, 12 

his seed shall inherit the land 

Plain is the secret of Jehovah to them that fear Him, 13 
and His covenant is to teach them, 

Raised are mine eyes unto Jehovah 14 

for He shall pluck my feet out of the net, 

Send help unto me and have mercy upon me, 15 

for I am desolate and m misery’ 

Troubles have taken hold of me, O set me at large, 16 
and bring Thou me out of my sorrows, 

Upon my adversity and misery turn Thou Thine eyes, 17 
and forgive me all my sin’ 

Venly, many are they that are mine enemies, 18 

and they bear a tyrannous hate against me. 

Watch Thou over my soul and deliver me , 19 

let me not be confounded, for I have put my trust in Thee ’ 
Yea, let peifectness and righteous dealing wait upon me, 20 
for my hope hath been m Thee’ 

Save Israel, O God, 21 

out of all his Iroubles’ 

§ 78 Psalm xxxiv 

An exhortation to praist God for his mercies 

Alway will I give thanks unto Jehovah, 1 

and His praise shall be ever m my mouth’ 
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Boast thou in Jehovah, 0 my soul, 2 

for the humble shall heai thereof and be glad’ 

Come with me and praise Jehovah, 3 

let us magnify His name together* 

Diligently I sought Jehovah and He heard me, 4 

yea, He deliveied me out of all my fear 
Enlightened are all they that have an eye unto Him, 5 
their faces are not ashamed 

Great was the crying of the pool and Jehovah heard him, 6 
yea, and saved him out of all his Troubles 
Help cometh from Jehovah to them that fear Him, 7 

for His angel campeth lound about them 
Jehovah is gracious, O taste and see, 8 

how blessed is the man that trasteth m Him 
Keep the fear of Jehovah ye that are His saints, 9 

for they that fear Him lack nothing 
Lions do lack ana" suffer hunger, 10 

but they°that seek Jehovah want not any thing that is good 
My children, hearken unto me, 1 1 

I will teach you «*he fear of Jehovah 
Needs must the man that lusteth to live 12 

and would fain see good days, 

Order his tongue from evil 13 

and his lips that they speak no guile 
Put away evil and do good, 14 

seek peace and ensue it 

Bespect hath Jehovah unto the righteous 15 

and His ears aie open unto then piayers 
Set against the wicked is the face of Jehovah 16 

to root out the remembiance of them fiom the earth 
The righteous cried and Jehovah heaid them, 17 

and delivered them out of all their Doubles, 

Unto them that are of a contrite heart is Jehovah nigh, 18 
He saveth such as be of an humble spirit 
Venly, many aie the troubles of the righteous, 19 

but Jehovah deliveieth him out of all 
Watched of Him are all his bones, 20 

so that not one of them is broken 
Yet misfortune slayeth the ungodly, 21 

and they that hate the ughteous aie desolate 
Surely Jehovah delivereth the souls of His servants, 22 

all they that put their trust m Him shall not be destitute 
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§ 79 Psalm cii 

The pi aye} of the afflicted when he is faint , 

and pouieth forth his sighiiig unto Jehovah , 

I 


Hear my prayer, O Jehovah, 1 

and let my crying come unto Thee' 
hide not Thy face from me m the time of my trouble, 2 
incline Thine ear unto me when I call, 

O heai me and that right soon f 
for my da>& are consumed away like smoke, 3 

and my bones are burnt up like a firebiand, 
my heart is smitten down and withered lil^ grass, 4 

so that I foiget to eat my bread, 
because of the voice of my gioanmg 5 

my bones cleave unto my flesh, 

I am become 111 e a pelican m the wilderness, 6 

and like an owl that is m the desert 
I sleep not and am become like a sparrow 7 

that sitteth alone upon the house top , 
mine enemies revile me all the day long, 8 

and they that are mad upon me make my name a cuise 

II 

For I have eaten ashes as it were bread, 9 

and mingled my dnnk with weeping, 
and that, because of Thine indignation and wrath, 10 

for Thou hast taken me up and cast me away 
my days aie like a shadqw that declineth, 11 

and I am withered like grass 

but fhy thione, O Jehovah is established foi ever, 12 

and Thy remembrance unto ail geneiations. 

Thou wilt arise and have meicy upon Sion, 13 


— for it is time that Thou be giacious unto her, 
yea, the time is come 

and why? Thy servants take pleasure even in her stones, 14 
and it pitieth them to see hei in the dust, — 
so shall the heathen fear the name of Jehovah, 15 

and all the kings of the earth Thy majesty 
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in 

For — ‘Jehovah hath built up Sion, 16 

‘and hath made his glory to appear, 

‘He hath turned Him to the prayer of the pool destitute, 17 
*‘and hath not despised their desire — 5 
let this be written by those that come after’ 18 

and let the people that shall be torn praise Jehovah, 
for He hath looked down from the height of His sanctuary, 19 
out of the heaven did Jehovah behold the earth, 
that He might hear the mourning of such as are in captivity, 20 
and deliver the children appointed unto death, 
that they may declare the name of Jehovah m Sion, 21 
and His praise in Jerusalem, 

when the nation^are gathered together, 22 

and the kingdoms, to serve Jehovah 

IV The Psalmist is cqpiforted ly the thought of the eternity of God 

He brought down my strength m my journey, 23 

He shortened my days, 

then I said, ‘O my God, take me not away m the midst 24 
‘of mine age, 

‘as for Thy years, they endure throughout all generations’ 
‘Thou m the beginning hast laid the foundations of the earth, 
‘and the heavens are the work of Thy hands, 25 

‘they shall perish but Thou shalt endure, 26 

‘they all shall wax old as doth a garment, 

‘and as a vesture shalt Thou change them and they 27 
shall be changed, 

‘but Thou art the same, 

and Thy years shall not fail, 

‘the children of Thy servants shall continue, 28 

‘and their seed shall stand fast m lhy sight’ 


§ 80 Psalm lxxiii 

Truly God is loving unto Israel, 

even unto such as are of a clean heart’ 


I 
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I The Psalmist confesseth hts perplexity at the good success of the 
wicked 


But as for me — my feet were almost gone, 2 

my steps had well nigh slipl#, 

and why? I was envious at the proud, 3 

I did also see the ungodly m such prospenty, 
how they are m no pain, 4 

but then body is lusty and strong, 
they come m no misfoitune hke other folk, 5 

neither are they plagued hke other men 

Therefoie is then neck so encompassed with pride, 6 

and they aie clothed with ciuelty as with a raiment, 
their wickedness overfloweth from the fatness of their heart, 7 
they are swollen with their own imaginations 
they scoff, and their talking is of oppression and malice, 8 
they talk proudly as from on high, 
for they stretch forth their mouth unto heaven, 9 

and their tongue goeth through the ^arth 

hy which the faithful are drawn after them 

Therefore fall His people unto them, 10 

yea they drmk their fill of the cup 
‘tush,’ say they, ‘how should God perceive it 11 

‘and is there knowledge m the most High? 

Ho, these are the ungodl}, 12 


* these prosper m the w orld and these have riches m 
possession ’ 

‘then have I cleansed my henit m vam, 

‘and washed mine hands m mnocency, 

‘all the day long have I been punished, 13 

‘and chastened eveiy morning’ * 

II till at l ngtf* his eyes are opened to set as God seeth 

\ea, and I had almost said even as they, 14 

but lo’ then I should ha\e betrayed the generation of 
Thy childien 

then thought I to undei stand this, — 15 

but it was too haid for me 

until I went into the sanctuary of God, 16 

then understood I the end of these men, 
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namely how Thou dost set them m slippery places, 17 


and castest them down and destroyest them 

Oh how suddenly do they consume, 18 

perish and come to a fearful end* 
yea, even like as a dream when one awaketh, 19 

so makest Thou their image to vanish at Thy presence * 
when my heart was grieved, 20 

and it went even through my rems, 
then was I foolish and without understanding, 21 

even as it were a beast before Thee 

he declareth the unchangeable trust in God \ 

Nevertheless I am alway by Thee 22 

Thou hast holden me by my light hand, 

Thou shalt guide »ijie with Thy counsel, 23 

and shalt bring me unto honour 
Whom have I m heaven but Thee? 24 

and there is none upon earth that I desire m comparison 
with Thee’* 

my flesh and my heart faileth , 25 


but God is the strength of my heart and my portion 
for ever 

III gamed by the revelation of His dealings 

For lol they that forsake Thee shall pensh, 2 6 

Thou hast destioyed all them that go a whonng from Thee 
but it is good for me to hold me fast by God 27 

m the Lord Jehovah do I put my trust, 
that I may speak praises of all Thy works* 


§ 81 Psalm lxxvic 

I The Psalmist quoieth hts former Song of Despair 

4 1 will cry unto God with my voice, 1 

‘even unto God will I cry and He shall hearken unto me 9 
In the time of my tiouble I sought the Lord, 

I stretched out my hand and ceased not m the night 
season, my soul refused comfort 


2 
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‘when I think upon God, I am m heaviness, 3 

‘I muse m mine heart and my spirit waxeth faint 1 

Thou didst hold fast mine eyes fiom slumber, 4 

I was troubled and spake nothing, 

I considered the days of old, 3 

and the years that are past 

‘let me call to lemembrance my song m the night 6 

‘and commune with mine heait’’ 

— and my spirit enquired thus within itself — 

‘Will the Lord absent Himself for ever, 7 

‘and will He be no more entreated? 

‘is His mercy clean gone for ever, 8 

‘and His promise come utterly to an end for evermore? 
‘hath God forgotten to be gracious 9 

‘will He shut up His loving kindness m displeasure?* 

which m the thought of Gods eternity becometh a Psalm of Faith , 

Then said I —‘this is my affliction, 10 

‘ even during the years of the right hancftf the most Highest ! 

‘I will think of the works of Jehovah, 11 

‘yea, I will call to mind Thy wondeis of old time, 

‘I will smg also of all Thy works, 12 

‘and my talking shall be of Thy doings ’ 


II and he breaketh into a Hymn of Praise for the deliverance at the 
Red Sea 


Thy way, O God, is holy, 13 

who is so great a god as our God? 

Thou art the God that doeth wonders 14 

and hast declared Thy power among the nations. 

Thou didst mightily deliver Thy people, 15 

even the sons of Jacob and Joseph 
the waters saw Thet, O God, the waters saw Thee and 16 
were afraid, 

the depths also were troubled, 

the clouds poured out water, the air thundered, 17 

and Thme arrows went abroad, 
the voice of Thy thunder was heard m the whirlwind, 1$ 
lightnings shone upon the world, 
the earth was moved and shook withal 
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Thy way was m the sea, i g 

and Thy paths m the great waters, 
and Thy footsteps were not known, — 

Thou leddest Thy people like sheep 20 

by the hand of Moses and Aaron ’ 

§ 82 Psalm xciv 

I The Prophet cneth for retribution on the oppressor 

O God, Jehovah, to whom vengeance belongeth, 1 

Thou God to whom vengeance belongeth, shew Thyself 1 
anse, Thou judge of the world, 2 

and reward the proud after their deserving 1 
how long, O Jehovah, shall the ungodly — 3 

how long shall the ungodly triumph? 
how long shall all wicked doers speak so disdainfully, 4 
and make such proud boasting? 
they smite down Tfy people, O Jehovah, 5 

and trouble Thine heritage, 

they murder the widow and the stranger, 6 

and put the fatherless to death, 
and yet they say, ‘tush, Jehovah shall not see, 7 

‘neither shall the God of Jacob regard it 1 ’ 

II and wameth him of the folly of trying to escape the eye of God 

Take heed, ye unwise among the people, *8 

O ye fools, when will ye understand? 

He that planted the ear, shall He not hear, 9 

or He that made the eye, shall He not see? 

He that chasteneth the nations, shall He not punish, 10 
even He that teacheth man knowledge? 

Jehovah knoweth the thoughts of man, ~ 11 

that they are but vam 

blessed is the man whom Thou chastenest, Jehovah, i« 
and teachest him m Thy law, 

that Thou mayest give him patience m time of adversity, 13 
until a pit be digged up for the ungodly* 
for Jehovah will not reject His people, 14 

neither will He forsake His inheritance. 
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Rut judgment shall turn again unto right, 15 

and all such as are true of heart shall follow Him 

III In remembrance of God s fast mercies he declareth his trust m Hint 

Who will stand up for me against the wicked, 16 

who will take my part against the evil doers ? 
if Jehovah had not helped me, ijr 

it had not failed but my soul had gone down into silence 
but when I say, ‘imp foot hath slipt,’ 18 

Thy mercy, Jehovah, doth hold me up, 
m the multitude of the sorrows that I have m my heart 19 
Thy comforts refiesh my soul, 
shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship with Thee, 20 
which imagineth mischief as a law? 
they gather them together against the soul of the righteous, 21 
and condemn the innocent blood, 
but Jehovah is my defence, 22 

and my God is the rock of my refuge, 
and He requiteth them with their own wickedness, 23 

and destroyeth them for their malice, 

yea, Jehovah our God doth destroy them ’ 

§83 Psalm lxxxii 

God calleth the rulers of the world to judgment 

•God standeth m the congregation of pnnces, 1 

He giveth judgment among gods, 

pJoSu long fcnll m jutrge unjustfi, 2 

anh accept ttje persons of tjje ungohlg? 
hefenh the poor anti fatherless, 3 

see tfyat such as are m tteefc anh necessity ha hr tight, 
heltfcer the outcast a&h poor, 4 

safce them from the hautr of the uttgohlg f 

when they turn a deaf ear to His appeal \ He pronounceth final sentence 
upon them 

They will not be learned nor understand, 5 

but walk on still m darkness, 
all the foundations of the world are out of course 
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$ sattf, *ge art gfl&s, 6 

‘atrti vt m all tije cfjtlhrm of tfje most gtg^est, 
hut ge sfjau tee like men, 7 

an* fall all tlje sort of ge, © ge graced 

the Psalmist prayetk (Sod to execute His sentence 

An£*% 0 God, and judge Thou the earth ’ 8 

for Thou shalt take all heathen to Thine inheritance » 


§ 84 Psalm xiv or liii 

God heholdeth the corruption of the nations 

The fool hath said m his heart ‘there is no God’* i 
corrupt are the^and become abominable m their doings, 2 
there is none that doeth good 

Jehovah looked down from heaven upon the children of men, 3 
to see if there were any that would understand 
and seek after ©od 

and rebuketh it from heaven 

But they were all gone out of the way, they were all together 
become abominable, 4 

there was none that was doing good, 
no, not one 1 

Sire not tfjeg Smtljout imhexstanteng tfjat footk Smcketetess, 8 (5) 
that hate eaten up ftftg people as it foerc tea*, 
an* Ijate not called upon ^efjofoa^ 

The heathen are confounded at His word 

There were they brought into great fear, yea into a fear that (6) 
was no fear, 

for God did scatter abroad their bores 
they took counsel against the poor and were put to 10 (7) 
confusion, because God despised them* 

Prayer for the restitution of Israel 

O that salvation were given unto Israel out of Sion 1 11 (8) 

when Jehovah tumeth the captivity of His people, 
then shall Jacob rejoice and Israel shall be right glad 
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§ 85 Psalm cxx 

The pilgrim 

When I am m trouble I call uppn Jehovah, I 

and He heareth me 

deliver my soul, O Jehovah, from among lying lips, 2 

and from the deceitful tongue! 

be^t by treacherous tribes 

What shall He give or do unto thee, 3 

thou false tongue, 

thou that art as sharp arrows of the mighty, 
and as hot burning coals’ 

calleth upon God 

Woe is me that I am constrained to dweirwith Meshech, 4 
and to have my habitation in the tents of Kedar ’ 

my soul hath long dwelt among them 5 

that are enemies unto peace 

I labour for peace, but when I speak unto them thereof, 6 
they make them ready for battle 


§ 86 Psalm cxxi 

The exile yearning /or help 


1, wiH lift up mine eyes unto the hills , 1 

Oh, whence cometh my help? 

my help cometh from Jehovah, 2 

who hath made heaven and earth 
Will he suffer thy foot to be moved? 3 

and He that keepeth thee, shall. He sleep? 
behold. He that keepeth Israel 4 

shall neither slumber nor sleep’ 

hath assurance that God watcheth over his journey 

Jehovah Himself is thy heepei, 5 

Jehovah is a shelter upon thy right hand, 
so that the sun shall not bum thee by day, 6 

nor the moon by night 


1 
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Jehovah shall preserve thee from all evil, 7 

yea, it is even He that shall keep thy soul, 

Jehovah shall preserve thy going out and thy coming m 8 
from this time forth for evermore * 

§ 87 Psalm cxxiii 

The exile in patient longing 

Unto Thee lift I up mine eyes, 1 

0 Thou that dwellest m the heavens 1 
behold, even as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of 
their masters, 

and as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of hei mistress 
even so our eyes wait upon Jehovah our God, 2 

until He have mercy upon us 

■5 vaiieth the summons to return 

Have meicy upon us, 0 Jehovah, have mercy upon us, 3 
for we are utterly despised , 

our soul is filled w^th the scornful reproof of the wealthy, 4 
and with the despitefulness of the proud' 

§88 Psalm cxxx 

The exile prayeth for deliverance 

Out of the deep have I called unto Thee, O Jehovah 1 1 
Lord, hear my voice' O let Thme ears consider well 

the voice of my complaint' 2 

if Thou, Jehovah, wilt be extreme to mark what is done amiss, 3 
0 Lord, who may abide it? 

but there is mercy with Thee, 4 

therefore shalt Thou be feared' 

I look for Jehovah, my soul doth wait for Him, 5 

m His word is my trust, 

my soul waiteth for Jehovah, 6 

more than they that watch for the morning, I say, than 7 
they that watch for the morning 
O Israel, trust m Jehovah! 

for with Jehovah there is mercy and with Him is plen 
teous redemption, 

and He shall redeem Israel 8 

from all his sms' 
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§ 89 Psalm cxxxi 

Peace tn resignation 

Jehovah f I am not high mmdecf, I have no proud looks, 1 
I do not exercise myself m great matters which are jmo 1 
high foi me, 

but I refrain my soul and keep it still, 3 

like as a child tnat is weaned resteth on his mother, 
so resteth my soul within me even as a weaned child 

O Israel, trust m Jehovah, 4 

from this time forth for evermore 
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PERIOD IV -§§ 90—129 

r 

PSALMS FROM THE TIME OF THE REBUILDING 
OF THE TEMPLE 


90 Psalm cxxiv 

A thanksgiving 


If Jehovah Himself had not been on our side, 1 

(now let Israel say ) 

if Jehovah Himself 'lad not been on our side, 
when men rose up against us, 

they had swallowed us up alive, 1 

when they were so wrathfully displeased at us 
yea, the waters had drowned us, 3 

and the stream had gone over our soul, 
yea, the swelling of the waterfloods 4 

had gone even over our soul 

for deliverance from captivity 

But praised be Jehovah, 5 

who hath not given us over for a prey unto their teeth , 
our soul is escaped even as a bird out of the snare of the fowler, 6 
the snare is broken and we are delivered f 
our help standeth m the name of Jehovah, 7 

who hath made heaven and earth * 


§ 91 Psalm cxxix 

Israel is invincible * for Jehovah hath broken ike arm of the oppressor 

Many a time have they fought against me from my youth up, 1 
(may Israel now say) 
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many a time have they fought against me from my youth up, 
but they have not prevailed against me’ 
the ploughers ploughed upon my back, 
and made long fuirows 
but Jehovah is righteous, 

He hath hewn the harness t>f the ungodly m sundei ’ 
let them be confounded and turned backward, 
as many as have evil will at Sion, 
let them be even as the grass upon the housetops 
which withereth afore it be grown up 
whereof the mower filleth not his hand, 

neither he that bmdeth up the sheaves his bosom, 
so that they who go by say not so much as, 

‘Jehovah prosper you, 

4 we wish you good luck m the name of Jehovah ’ 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 


§ 92 Psalm cxxv 

God’s care the stay of the oppressed 

They that put then trust m Jehovah i 

shall be even as the mount Sion which may not be removed, 
but standeth fast for ever 

the hills stand about Jerusalem, 2 

even so standeth Jehovah round about His people 
from this time forth for evermore 
for the sceptre of the ungodly shall not rest upon the lot of 
the righteous, 3 

lest the righteous put their hand unto wickedness 1 

f>o well, O Jehovah, unto those that are good, 4 

and unto them that are true of heart’ 
but as for such as turn aside unto their own wickedness, 5 
may Jehovah drive them forth with the evil doers, 
but peace be upon Israel 1 

1 93 Psalm cxxvi 

The freed captives remembering the joy of their first return 
When Jehovah turned again the captivity of Sion, 
then were we like unto them that dream, 
then was our mouth filled wnth laughter, 
and our tongue with joy, 
then said they among the heathen 

* Jeho\ah hath done great things for them 1 ’ 


3 
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yea, Jehovah hath done great things for us 4 

then were we full of joy 

pray for help tn their difficulty 

Turn our captivity, O Jehovah, 5 

as the nvers in the south*-; 

thevthat sow m tears, 6 

shall reap in joy , 

he that now goeth on his way weeping and beaieth forth the 7 
seed 

shall doubtless come again with joy, 
and bring his sheaves with him 


& 94 Psalm cxxvii 


The virtue of God s blessing 

Except Jehovah biTld the house, 1 

their labour is but lost that build it, 
except Jehovah keep the city, 2 

the watchman w^tcheth but m vam 
it is but lost labour that ye haste to rise up early, 3 

and so late take rest, and eat the bread of caiefulness, 
He blesseth His beloved while they sleep 

He sendeth to us children the strength qf the city 
Lo, children aie an heritage of Jehovah, 4 

and the fruit of the womb is His reward, 
like as airows m the hand of a mighty man, 5 

even so aie the sons of our youth, 
happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them, S 

they shall not be ashamed 
when they speak with their enemies m the gate 


§ 95 Psalm cxxviii 

r 

The blessings of a numerous family 

Blessed are all they that fear Jehovah, 1 

and walk in His ways’ 

for thou shalt eat the labours of thine hands, % 

O well is thee, and happy shalt thou be 
Thy wife shall be as the fruitful vine, $ 

within the chambers of thine house, 
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thy children as the olive branches 4 

round about thy table 

lo, thus shall the man be blessed 5 

that feareth Jehovah. 

m a beleaguered nation 

Jehovah from out of Sion shall so bless thee, 6 

that thou shalt see Jerusalem m prosperity 
all thy life long 

yea, that thou shalt s£e thy childrens children 7 

Peace be upon Israel 


§ 96 Psalm cxxxiii 

The blissing of national unity 

Behold, how good and joyful a thing it is 1 

for brethren to dwell togethei f 

it is like the piecious ointment upon the head, 2 

that ran down unto the beard, even unto Aaron’s beard, 
and went down to the skirts of his clothing 
like as the dew of Hermon which falleth upon the hill of Sion, 3 
for there Jehovah promised His blessing, 4 

even life for evermore 


§ 97 Psalm cxxxiv 

The Psalmist addresseth the Priests 

Behold now, praise ye Jehovah, all ye servants of Jehovah, 1 
ye that by night stand m the house of Jehovah, 2 

lift up your hands to the sanctuary, 3 

and praise Jehovah 

The ans'-vcr of the Priests 

Jehovah that made heaven and earth 4 

shall gi\e thee blessing out of Sion 

§ 98 PsAX M CWII 

Th exile 

I was glad when they said unto me, 1 

Sve will go to the House of Jehovah’* 
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in remembrance of a former pilgrimage 

Our feet did stand 2 

in thy gates, 0 Jerusalem, — 

Jerusalem, that art built 3 

as a city that is compact? in itself, 
thither the tribes went up, even the tnbes of Jehovah, 4 
According to an ordinance for Israel, to praise the Name 
of Jehovah 

for there was the seat of judgment, a 

even the seat of the house of David f 

biddeth God speed * to his nation 

0 pray for the peace of Jerusalem, 6 

prosperous be thy pavilions ’ 

peace be within thy walls, 7 

and plenteousppss within thy palaces 1 
for my brethren and companions’ sake 8 

I will wish thee prosperity, 

yea, because of the House of Jehovah our God 9 

I will seek to dC thee good 

§ 99 Psalm lxxxvii 

The Psalmist repeateth the promises of the prophets that Jerusalem 
shall be the metropolis of the world and all mankind shall be counted 
as her citizens 

[Jehovah loveth Sion,] 1 

His foundations are upon the holy hills, 

Jehovah loveth the gates of Sion 

more than all the dwellmgs of Jacob 
glonous things are spoken of thee, 2 

thou city of God 

5 fall san at &ahah anti 3SabgImt, as of tijrm tijat fcnofo Jfte, 3 
I a, of tije PWtstme also anti of %%xi fcptlj tjfc Utopian, 4 
‘tfps man mas horn in ijn v 

and of Sion it shall be said 5 

‘this man and that man was bora m her, 

‘and the most High Himself shall stablish her 1 ’ 

Jehovah shall count when He wnteth up the people 6 

ffjts man foas horn in frer t — 

gangers also anti tranters, 7 

pea, all Mu ftrsfr springs are in tijee* 
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§ 100 Psalm cxxxvix 


I The Psalmist recalleth the sorrows of exile 


By the waters of Babylon we sat down, and wept 
when we remembered thee, *0 Sion , 
as for our harps we hanged them up 
upon the trees that are therein 
for they that led us away captrve required of us then a 


song, 

and they that wasted us melody m our heaviness 
‘sing us one of the songs of Sion 9 


1 

2 

3 


II and the love of their native city 

How should we sing the song of Jehovah 4 

m a strange land* — 

if I forget thee, O Jerusalem, a 

let my right hand forget her cunning, 
if I do not remember thee 6 

let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, 
yea, if I prefer not Jerusalem to my joy* 


III he calleth for a curse on the Chaldeans and their allies 


O Jehovah, remember the childien of Edom, m the da> of 7 
Jerusalem 

how they said ‘down with it, down with it, 

‘even to the ground » ’ 

O daughter of Babylon, that wastest with misery' 8 

happy shall he be that rewardeth thee as thou hast 
*' * served us, 

yea, blessed shall he be that taketh thy childien 9 

and throweth them against the stones 1 * * * * * * 


§ 101 Psalm cxviii 

<% 

I A triumphal procession approacheth the Holy Place with sacrifice 

ana, thanksgiving 

[ 1 Chou ] 

O give thanks unto Jehovah, for He is gracious, 3 

His ttietcy endureth for eutr 

therefore let Israel confess - 

His mercy ejidureth for cva 
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therefore let the house of Aaron confess, 3 

His mercy endureth for ever 

therefore let all that fear Jehovah confess, 4 

His mercy endureth for ever 

for deliverance from the heathen , 

[. Leader of Choir ] 

I called upon Jehovah m trouble 5 

and Jehovah heard me and set me *t large 
Jehovah is on my side, I will not fear, C 

what can man do unto me? 

Jehovah taketh my part with them that help me, 7 

therefore shall I see my desire upon mine enemies’ 

It is better to trust m Jehovah, 8 

than to put any confidence m man, 
it is better to trust^n Jehovah, 9 

than to put any confidence m prmces 

II 

[Leadfr and Choir aliei nately ] 

All nations compassed me round about, 10 

but in the name of Jehovah will I destroy them , 
they kept me m, they kept me m, I say, on every side, n 
but m the name of Jehovah will I destroy them > 
they came about me like bees, 12 

and are extinct even as a fire of thorns, 
m the name of Jehovah will I destroy them 

[Leadei ] 

Thou has* thrust at me that I might fall, 13 

but Jehovah was my helper, 

Jehovah is my praise and my song’ 14 

for He is become my salvation* 

III and restoration to their country 

Hark the voice of joy and triumph 15 

is m the tents of the righteous 
the nght hand of Jehovah bnngeth mighty things to pass ’ 
the right hand of Jehovah hath the pre eminence, 16 

the nght hand of Jehovah bnngeth mighty things to pass 
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I shall not die but live, 17 

and declare the works of Jehovah, 

Jehovah hath chastened me sore, iS 

but He hath not given me over unto death 

IV The procession reacheth the Holy Place 


Open unto me the gates of righteousness, 19 

that I may go inland praise Jehovah’ 
this is the gate of Jehovah, 20 

the righteous shall enter into it, 

I will give thanks unto Thee for Thou hast heard me, 21 
and art become my salvation ’ 

the same stone which the builders refused, 22 

is become the headstone m the comer 
this is Jehovah s domg, 2 3 

and it is marvellous m our eyes 

[ People ] 

This is the day that Jehovah hath made, 24 

let us lejoice and be glad m it 1 
give us help now, O Jehovah, 25 

O Jehovah, send us now prosperity’ 


[The high priest ] 
blesseth the procession and the offering 

Blessed is he that cometh m the name of Jehovah’ 26 

we wish you good luck from the house of Jehovah’ 
Jehovah is God and He hath shewed us light, 27 

bind the sacrifice with cords, 
yea, even unto the horns of the altar* 

[Leader of Choir ] 

Thou art my God, and I will thank Thee, 28 

Thou art my God, and I will praise Thee’ 

[Choir] 

Give thanks unto Jehovah for He is gracious, 29 

and His mercy endureth for ever 



THE PSALMS 


[Period IV 


§ 102 Psalm cxv 
[People ] 

I The invisible God of Israel compared 

ISfqLunto us, 0 Jehovah, not unto us, 2 

£Ut unto Thy name give the praise 
for Thy loving mercy and for Thy truth’s sake! 
wherefore should the heathen say, 3 

‘where is now their God?’ 

as for our God — He is in Heaven, 3 

He doeth whatsoever pleaseth Him 

II with the gods of the heathen 

As for their idols — they are silver and gold, 4 

the woik of nJen’s hands 
they have mouths and speak not, 
eyes have they and see not 

they have ears and h*ar not, 6 

noses have they and smell not 1 
they have hands and handle not, 7 

feet have they and walk not, 
neither speak they through their throat 

III The future of the Israelites dependent on the recognition of their duty 
to this God 


Let them that make them be like unto them, 8 

and so be all they that put their trust m them 1 
but thou, O Israel, trust thou m Jehovah’ 9 

He is their succour and defence , 
ye house of Aaron, put your trust m Jehovah ’ io 

He is their succour and defence 

ye that fear Jehovah, put your trust m Jehovah* 11 

He is their succour and defence 


[High priest ] 

Jehovah hath been mindful of us, and He shall bless us 12 
He shall bless the house of Israel, 

He shall bless the house of A.aron, 

He shall bless them that fear Jehovah, 
both small and great 


*3 
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Jehovah shall increase you more and more, *4 

you and your children 

blessed be ye of Jehovah, Im > 

who made heaven and earth* 


[People] 

The heavens are the heaven for Jehovan, 16 

but the earth hath He given to the children of men, 
the dead praise not Jehovah, *7 

neither all they that go down into silence, 
but we will praise Jehovah, 18 

from this time forth for eveimore 1 


§ 103 Psalm cwi 

I The Psalmist calling upon Jehovah 


I am well pleased that Jehovah hath heard 1 

the voice of my prayer 

that He hath inclined His ear unto me, 2 

therefore will I call upon Him as long as I live 
when the snares of death compass me round about, 3 

and the pains of hell get hold upon me, 
when I find trouble and heaviness, 4 

then do I call upon the name of Jehovah, 

*0 Jehovah, I beseech Thee deliver my soul 1 ’ 

4 gracious is Jehovah and righteous, 5 

* • ‘yea, our God is merciful 

‘Jehovah preserveth the simple, 6 

‘I was m misery and He helped me’’ 

who delivered him aforetime 

Turn thee again th#n to thy rest, O my soul, 7 

for Jehovah hath dealt bountifully with thee* 
for why? Thou hast delivered my soul from death, 8 

mine eyes from tears, 
and my feet from falling 

I will walk before God 9 

m the land of the living 

I believe m Him when I say 10 

‘I was sore troubled’ 
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II receiveth His blessings with gratitude , 

Verily I said m my trouble, 
i all men are liars ’ 

What shall I render unto Jehovah, 
x for all the benefits whicP He hath done unto me ? 
receive the cup of salvation, 
and call upon the name of Jehovah, 

I will pay my vow« unto Jehovah, 

yea, now in the piesence of all His people’ 
right dear m the sight of Jehovah 
is the death of His saints 


and will yet praise Him m the restored Temple at Jerusalem 

Behold, Jehovah, how that I am Thy servant, i 4 

I am Thy servant and the son of Thine han dma id 
Thou hast broken my bonds m sunder I 
I will offer to Thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
and will call upon the name of Jehovah , 

I will pay my vowswmto Jehovah 16 

m the sight of all His people — 
in the courts of the House of Jehovah, 

even m the midst of thee, O Jerusalem 


§ 104 : Psalm cxxwiii 

I The Psalmist praiseth God for His truth 

I will give thanks unto Thee with my whole heart, 
even before God do I sing praise unto Thee 
I will worship at Thy holy Temple and piaise Thy name, 2 
because of Thy lovmgkmdness and truth, 
for Thou hast magnified Thy word and Thy name above 
all things, 

when I called upon Thee, Thou heardesT me, 3 

and enduedst my soul with much strength 

II the princes of the heathen shall be converted to Him 

Let all the kings of the earth praise Thee, O Jehovah, 4 
for they have heard the words of Thy mouth ’ 
yea, let them sing m the ways of Jehovah, *> 

that great is the glory of Jehovah » 
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for though Jehovah be high, yet hath He lespect unto the lowly, 
as for the proud, He beholdeth them afar off 6 

III and He shall complete His work 

Though I walk m the midst of trouble, yet shalt Thou refresh me, 
Thou shalt stretch forth Thine hand against the funoi*^ 7 
ness of mine enemies, 
and Thy right hand shall save me ' 

Jehovah shall make good His lovmgkmdness towards me, S 
yea, Jehovah, Thy mercy endureth for ever • 
despise not Thou the work of Thine own hands * 


§ 105 Psalm xcii 

I The delight of pi aiding theei^ord 

It is a good thing to give thanks to Jehovah, 

and to smg piaises unto Thy name, O most Highest 1 
to tell of Thy lovmgkmdness early m tie morning, 
and of Thy truth 111 the night season , 
upon an instrument of ten strings and upon the lute, 
upon a loud mstiument and upon the harp 

II for He upholdeth the true in heait 

For Thou, O Jehovah, hast made me glad through Thy works, 4 
and I will rejoice m giving thanks for the operation of 
Thy hands, 

*0 Jehovah, how glonous are Thy works 1 D 

Thy thoughts are very deep’ 

an unwise man doth not well consider this, 6 

and a fool doth not understand it 
When the ungodly weie green as the grass, 7 

and all the workers of wickedness did flourish, — 
it was that they might be destroyed for ever, 
but Thou, Jehovah, art the most Highest for evermore f 

III and will bestow His blessing on those who visit His sanctuary 

For lot Thme enemies, 0 Jehovah, 8 

for lo* Thme enemies perish 
and all the workers of wickedness are scattered abroad. 
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and Thou hast exalted my horn as the horn of a buffalo, 9 
I am anomted with fresh oil, 

mine eye also hath seen his lust upon mine enemies, 10 
and mine ear hath heard his desire of the wicked that 
rise up against me, 

righteous doth flourish as* a palm tree, 1 1 

^and spreadeth forth like a cedar m Libanus, 
plan&d in the house of Jehovah, 12 

and flourishing in the courts of our God, 
they shall bring foith more fruit m thefr age, 13 

they shall be green and full of sap, 
that they may shew that Jehovah is true, 14 

He is my rock and there is no unrighteousness m Him 

§ 106 Psalm xciii 

I r The Lord reignetk tn heaven , 

Jehovah is king and hath put on glorious apparel, 1 

Jehovah hath put on His apparel and girded Himself 
with strength. 

He hath made the world so sure that it cannot be moved, 2 
Thy throne is established of old, 3 

Thou art from everlasting 

II above the raging of the sea , 

The floods have lift up, O Jehovah, 4 

the floods have lift up their voice 
the floods hft up their waves , 

mighty is the voice of many waters, $ 

yea, mighty is the raging of the sea, 
but Jehovah, who dwelleth on high, is mightier 

III and must le worshipped with holy worship 

Thy testimonies are very sure 6 

holiness becometh Thine House, 

0 Jehovah, for ever’ 


§ 107 Psalm xcvii 

I God who ruleth on high t 

Jehovah is king let the earth rejoice, t 

yea, let the multitude of the isles be glad thereof* 
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clouds and darkness are round about Him, 2 

righteousness and truth are the foundation of His throne 
there goeth forth a fire before Him 3 

and bumeth up His enemies on every side 

II skeweth His glc*y m the storm 

His lightnings gave shine unto the world, 4 

the earth saw it and was afraid 
the hills melted like i^ax at the presence of Jehovah, 5 

at the presence ot the Lord of the whole earth 
the heavens have declared His righteousness, 6 

and all peoples have seen His glory 

III The Psalmist quoteth a prophecy which had given assurance to Israel 

‘Confounded be all they that worship carved images, 7 

4 and that delight m vam gods ? 

‘worship Him, all ye gods'’ 


Sion heard this and rejoiced, and the daughters of Judah were 8 
glad, 

because of Thy judgments, O Jehovth » 
for Thou, Jehovah, art higher than all lands, 9 

Thou art exalted far above all gods 

IV In devotion to Him lieth the safety of Israel 

Ye that love Jehovah, see that ye hate the thing which is evil ' 10 
He preserveth the souls of His saints. He shall deliver 
them from the hand of the ungodly 
ther^ is sprung up a light for the righteous , r 1 

and gladness for such as are true of heart 
rejoice m Jehovah, O ye righteous, 12 

and give thanks at the remembrance of His holiness 


% 108 Psalm xcix 

I Jehovah King of kings , 

Jehovah is king the nations tremble, 1 

He sitteth between the cherubim the earth doth shake 
Jehovah is great m Sion, 2 

high is He above all the peoples ’ 
praised be His great and glorious name, 3 

fir He is Holy f 


3 
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II He who loveth justice 

Praised be the King’s power that loveth judgment 1 4 

Thou hast established equity. 

Thou hast executed righteousness and truth in Jacob* 
■magnify Jehovah our God, 5 

v fall down before His footstool, 
for He is Holy f 

III and revealetk Himself to His servants , is to be worshipped with holy 
worship 

Moses and Aaron among His priests, 6 

Samuel among such as call upon His name , 
these called upon Jehovah and He heard them. 

He spake unto them out of the cloudy pillar, 7 

they kept His^testimonies, 
and the law that He gave them 
Thou heardest them, O Jehovah, our God, 8 

Thou wast unto them a God of mercy, — 
hut a God of vengeance to their iniquities 1 
O magnify Jehovah our God, 9 

and worship before His holy mountain, 
for He ts Holy> Jehovah our God 

§ 109 Psalm xcvi 

I Praise of Jehovah 

0 sing unto the Loid a new song* 1 

sing unto Jehovah all the whole earth* 
sing unto Jehovah and praise His name* 2 

be telling of His salvation from day to day* 
declare His glory among the heathen, 3 

and His wonders among all people V 
for Jehovah is great and glorious, 4 

He is more to be feared than all gods* 


as for the gods of the heathen, they are but idols, 5 

but it is Jehovah who made the heavens 
glory and majesty are before Him, 6 

power and honour are in His sanctuary 
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II for He shall judge the world 

Ascribe unto Jehovah, O ye kindreds of the peoples, 7 

ascribe unto Jehovah worship and praise 1 
ascribe unto Jeho\ah the honour due unto His name, 8 

bring offerings and come into His courts f 
O worship Jehovah m holy apparel, 9 

let the whole earth stand m awe of Him 1 
tell it out among the; heathen that Jehovah is king, io 


and that He hath made the earth so fast that it cannot 
be moved 

and He shall judge the people nghteously 1 


Let the heavens lejoice and let the earth be glad, ii 

let the sea make a noise and all that^therem is 1 
let the field be joyful and all that is in it, i* 

then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice 
before Jehovah, for He cometh, r3 

for He cometh to judge the earth ,* 
and with righteousness to judge the woild, 
and the people with His truth » 

§ 110 Psalm xcviii 

I God hath delivered His people 

O smg unto Jehovah a new song, for He hath done marvellous i 
things, 

with His own right hand and His holy arm hath He 2 
gotten Himself the victory ' 

Jehovah hath declared His salvation, 3 

His righteousness hath He openly shewed in the sight 
of the heathen. 

He hath remembeied His mercy and truth toward the house 4 
of Israel, % 

and all the ends of the world have seen the salvation 
of our God 

II let the world be glad thereat, 

Shew yourselves joyful unto Jehovah, all ye lands ! 5 

smg, rejoice and give thanks, 

praise Jehovah upon the harp, 6 

smg to the harp with a psalm of thanksgiving f 
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with trumpets also and shawms, 7 

O shew yourselves joyful before Jehovah the king* 

III for He will found a righteous government upon the earth 

Let the sea make a noise and all that therein is, 8 

^\^the world and they that dwell therein! 
let\hf v floods clap their hands, 9 

and let the hills be joyful together 
before Jehovah, foi He cometh to judge,, the earth, 10 

with righteousness shall He judge the world, 


and the peoples with equity 


§111 Psalm xcv 

I Invitation to praise 

O come let us smgf unto the Lord, 1 

let us heartily rejoice m the rock of our salvation, 
let us come before His presence with thanksgiving, 2 

and shew ourselves glad m Him with psalms’ 
for Jehovah is a great god 3 

and a great king above all gods 
m His hand are all the comers of the earth, 4 

and the heights of the hills are His also 
the sea is His and He made it, 5 

and His hands prepared the dry land 
O come let us worship and fall down, 6 

and kneel before Jehovah, our maker’ 

II Warning against unbelief 

For He is the Lord our God, 7 

and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of 
His hand — 

to day, if ye will hear His voice — 8 

fjathen not gout ijearts as at ptmfcafr, c 

anh as m tffje hag of plassaft m tije Smftcmess, 
frijen sour fathers tempteU Mz> 9 

pxobetr Pie an K safr Ms froths 1 
fortg goats long fras 3f gnebeti fcntfj djis generation, 10 

anO sath "It is a people tfrat ho err m tfietr hearts, 
anfc frafce not knofrn Ms frags/ 
unto frfjom I sfrare m pig frtafcfj, 

tfjiact tfjeg sfjoulh not enter into pig test 


XI 
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§ 112 Psalm c 

I Praise to God for His might itt creation 

O be joyful in Jehovah, all ye»lands’ 
serve Jehovah with gladness, 
and come before His presence with a song ’ 
be ye sure that Jehovah He is God, 

it is He that hath made us and we aie His, 
we are His people and the sheep of His pastuie’ 

II and His lovingkindness towards the children of men 

O go your way into His gates with thanksgiving, 3 

and into His courts with praise’ 
be thankful unto Him and speak good o£ His name ’ 

for the Lord is gracious, His mercy is everlasting, 4 
and His truth endureth from generation to generation’ 


§ 113 Psalm lxvii 

I A prayer that the rule of the God of Israel 


God be merciful unto us and bless us, 1 

and shew us the light of His countenance and be 
merciful unto us’ 

that Thy way may be known upon earth, 2 

'Thy saving health among all nations! 
let the people praise Thee, O God’ 3 

yea, let all the people praise Thee’ 

O let the nations rejoice and be glad, 4 

foi Thou shalt judge the peoples righteously, 
and govern the nations upon earth’ 

II may be extended over all tlu earth 

Let the peoples praise Thee, O God 5 

yea, let all the peoples praise Thee’ 
the earth giveth forth her increase, 6 

let God, even our own God, give us His blessing’ 
yea, let God give us His blessing, 7 


and all the ends of the world shall fear Him* 
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§114 Psalm lxviii 

I Praise of God who hath led His people through the wilderness 
from Babylon 

God arise, and His enemies shall be scattered, r 

tl^ey also that hate Him shall flee before Him, 
like as the smoke vanisheth away, * 

and like as wax melteth at the fire, r 
so shall the ungodly pensh at the presence of God, 
but the righteous shall be glad and rejoice before God, 3 
they shall also be meiry and joyful 
O smg unto God and sing praises unto His name, 4 

make a way for Him that ndeth thiough the wilderness, 

— JAH is His name — and rejoice before Him T 
He is the father of the fatheiless and defendeth the cause 5 
of the widoWs, 

even God ra His holy habitation 
God bnngeth home them that are scattered abioad, 6 

He freeth the prisoners from captivity and blesseth them, 
but letteth the lebellious dwell m a parched land 


II as He had led their fathers from Egypt by the hand of Moses 
and Joshua , 


O God, when Thou wentest forth before Thy people, 7 
when Thou didst maich through the wilderness, 
the earth shook, the heavens diopped at the presence of God, 8 
even that Sinai shook at the presence of God, who is 
the God of Israel 

Thou, O God, sentest a gracious ram on Thme inheritance, 9 
and refreshedst it when it was weary, 

Thy people hath dwelt therein, 10 

for Thou, O God, hast of Thy goodness prepaied it for 
the poor 

<r 

when He slew lings for their sale and sent hailstones from heaven 

The I ord giveth us a song of victory, 1 1 

great is the company of the women that tell it abioad 
kings with their annies flee and are discomfited, 12 

she that tameth at home drndeth the spoil 
‘when ye rest among the pastures, 

‘then are the wings of a dove covered with silver, 

‘and her feathers with shining gold, 


13 
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‘but when the Highest scattereth Icings, 14 

‘then is there snow on Salmon * 

He hath chosen Sion for His dwelling hath entered it vt triumph 

A hill of God is the hill of Basan, 

even an high hill is the hill of Basan 
wherefore look ye askance, ye high hills? 16 

this is God’s hill where it pleaseth Him to dwell, 
yea, Jehovah will abide m it for ever* 
lo, the chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thou 17 
sands on thousands — 

the Lord is therem — Smai is in the Sanctuary 1 
Thou art gone up on high, Thou hast led up a multitude 18 
of captives, 

Thou hast received gifts of men, 
yea, even His enemies shall rest near T^hovah our God 


and hath signally delivered His chosen from death 

Blessed be the Lord, even the God wl#> helpeth us, 19 

who doth bear our burdens day by day, 
the God who is the God of our salvation, 20 

and the Lord Jehovah by whom we escape death 
yea, God will wound the head of His enemies, 

and the hairy scalp of such an one as goeth on still in 
his wickedness 

the Lord hath said— S hull fetrfj fjmt again front Basan, 22 
2 toll fetdj ijtm again from tije beep of tije sea, 
tfjat % tot mag he fctppeh tn tije hlooh of tfjtne enemies 23 
anh tfjat tfje tongue of tijg hogs mag he reh tfjrougfj 
tije same 

III The priest descnbeth the procession to the Temple 

It is well seen, O £rod, how Thou goest, 24 

how Thou, my God and king, wentest to the sanctuary, 
the singers went before, the minstrels followed after, 25 
m the midst were the damsels, playing with the timbrels, 
give thanks unto God m the congregation, 26 

even unto the Lord, ye that come of the waters of Israel 
there was little Benjamin then leader, 27 

the mighty host, even the princes of Judah, 
the princes of Zebulon and the princes of Naphtliali 
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28 


29 

30 


31 


Set forth Thy glory, O God! 

for Th^Temple’s'sake at'^msalem'^ 0 ' 1 ^ aSt wrougkt *° r * 
let kings bring homage unto Thee! 

" “ tL be !!f ° f l he reeds ,' the m “ltitude oi bulls with 
the calves — his peoples, 

so that they humbly bring pieces of silver , 

^ ou the peoples that delight in war, 
then shall princes come out of Egypt, S 

and Ethiopia quickly stretch out ’her hand unto God 

Wh ° ihmgh He le ku ‘S of Heaven yet hath ff u earthly tkrene m Sum 

Smg unto God, O ye kingdoms of the eaith, ,, 

smg praises ui^to the Lord, 3 * 

who ^ideth through the heaven of heavens which is of old, 33 

» H “ «»> • 

ascribe ye power unto<God, whose majesty ruleth over Isiael 34 
and whose strength is m the clouds » ’ 34 

ernble art Thou, O God, from out Thy sanctuary* ac 

unto His people 6l ’ ** ^ Strength “ d P ower 
blessed be God' * 






I Invitation to all lands to praise Jehoz 

O clap your hands together, all ye peoples, 

O smg unto God with the voice of melodi 
for Jehovah is high and to be feared, 3 

He suMnJ^ e n, Sreat k ! ng 0Ver a11 the ^rth, 
we subdueth the peoples under us, r 

and the nations under our feet 
We chooseth out an heritage for us 
even Jacob’s glory which He lived. 

_ ^ whose earthly throne zs at Sum 

God is gone up with a merry noise, 

Jehovah with the sound of a trumpet. 


1 

2 

3 

4 


5 
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O sing praises, sing praises unto our God, 6 

O sing praises, sing praises unto our King 1 
for God is the king of all the earth, 7 

O sing unto Him a glorious song 
God reigneth over the heathen, 8 

God sitteth upon His holy Seat f 

III where chieftains do Him homage for He is the King of fangs 
The princes of the peoples have gatheied themselves together 9 
at the Temple or the God of Abraham, 
for the shields of the earth belong unto God, 
and He is highly exalted ’ 

§116 Psalm lxvi i-— it 

I An appeal to all nations to recognise Gods power 

O be joyful m God, all ye lands’ 1 

sing praises unto the honour of His name, 
make His praise to be glorious ’ 
say unto God, ‘Oh, how wonderful art Tl?ou in Thy woiks ’ 2 

‘through the greatness of Thy power Thme enemies feign 
obedience unto Thee 

‘all the world doth worship Thee, sing of Thee 3 

‘and piaise Thy Name 1 ’ 

II for He as from Egypt of yore so now 

O come hither and behold the works of God, 4 

how wonderful He is m His doing toward the children 
of men’ 

He turned the sea into dry land, 5 

so that they went through the water on foot, 
there did we rejoice m Him 

He ruleth with His power for ever, 6 

His eyes behold the peoples 

and as for the rebSlious, they shall not be able to exalt 
themselves 

III hath delivered ns from captivity and slavery 
O praise our God, ye peoples, 

and make the voice of His praise to be heard 1 
who hath held our soul m life, 

and suffered not our feet to slip’ 


7 

8 
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for Thou, O God, hast proved us, 

Thou hast tried us like as silver is tried 
Thou broughtest us into the net, 

and laidest a sore burden upon our loins, 
Thou sufferedst men to nde over our heads, 

. we went through fire and water, 

fed Thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place 


§ 117 Psalm xci 

I The Psalmist addressing /its soul declareth the safety of all who 
trust in God , 


Whoso dwelleth under the defence of the most High, i 
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty 
I will say unto Jehovah, ‘Thou art my refuge and my 2 
stronghold^ 

‘my God, m Him will I trust 

‘for He shall deliver thee from the snare of the huntei, $ 
‘and from the noisome pestilence, 

‘He shall defend thee under His wings, 4 

‘and thou shalt be safe under His feathers 
‘His faithfulness and truth shall be thy shield and buckler 
‘thou shalt not be afraid for any terror by night, 5 

‘nor for the arrow that fheth by day, 

‘for the pestilence that walketh m darkness, 6 


‘nor for the sickness that destroyeth m the noonday, 

‘a thousand shall fall beside thee and ten thousand at thy 7 
nght hand 

‘but it shall not come mgh thee, 

‘only with thme eyes shalt thou behold, 8 

‘and see the reward of the ungodly ’ 

II he again addresseth his soul 

‘For Thou, Jehovah, art my refuge, 9 

‘ thou hast chosen the most High for thme house of defence , 
‘there shall no evil happen unto thee, 10 

‘neither shall any plague come mgh thy dwelling, 

‘but He shall give His angels charge over thee 1 f 

‘to keep thee in all thy ways, 

‘they shall bear thee m their hands, ti 

‘that thou hurt not thy foot against a stone. 
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‘thou shalt go upon the lion and adder, 13 

‘the young lion and the dragon shalt thou tread under 
thy feet * 

Because (saitk Jehovah ) f je fjatfj set fjts lobe upon Mt f 14 
therefore bull 3 heltbet fmtt, 

3 Ml set fjtm tm, because fje fjatly ftttobm Mg name 
fje sfjall call upon Jme arts 3 fctU fjear fjtm, . i 0 

trea, % am bntfj fjtm tn trouble, 

3 butt heltber fjtm anh hrmg fjtm to fjonour, 
bntfj long life butt 3 sattsfg fjtm, 6 

attfc sfjebi fjtm fifty salbatton 

§ 118 Psalm cxxxix 

I God seeth all things 

Jehovah, Thou hast searched me out and known me r 1 

yea. Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, 

Thou understandest my thoughts lone before, 

Thou art about my path and about my oed, 
and spiest out all my ways 

for lo f the word is not yet upon my tongue — 0 

but Thou, Jehovah, knowest it altogether, 

Thou hast compassed me behind and before 4 

and laid Thine hand upon me, 
such knowledge is too wonderful and excellent for me 3 
I cannot attain unto it* 

II God is everywhere 

Whitliei shall I go then from Thy spirit? 6 

01 whither shall I go then from Thy piesence ? 
if I climb up into heaven, Thou art there, 7 

if I go down into hell, Thou art there also 1 
if I take the wings #f the morning, 8 

and remain m the uttermost parts of the sea, 
even there shall Thy hand lead me, 9 

and Thy right hand shall hold me 1 
if I say, * peraciventure the darkness shall cover me ic 

‘and the day be turned into night about me, 
even then the darkness is no daikness with Thee, 11 

but the night is as clear as the day, 
the darkness and light to Thee are both alike* 
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Ill God is all merciful 

For my rems are the work of Thme hand, 12 

Thou hast formed me m my mother’s womb, 

I will give thanks unto Thee, for I am fearfully and won 13 
derfolly made, 

marvellous are Thy works, — 
and that my soul knoweth right well’ 
my bones were not hid from Thee, r 14 

when I was made secretly 
and fashioned beneath m the earth 
Thme eyes did see my substance yet being imperfect, i a 
and m Thy book were all my days written, 
yea, the days were already ordered, when as yet theie 16 
was none of them 

how manifold are Thy thoughts — they overwhelm me, O God, 17 

0 how great *Ts the sum of them’ 

if I tell them, they are more m number than the sand, 18 
when I wake up, I am present with Thee 

P 

IV God funisheth ihe wicked 

Wilt not Thou slay the wicked, O God* 19 

depart from me, ye bloodthirsty men’ 
for they speak unrighteously against Thee, *0 

and take Thy covenant wickedly m their mouth* 
should not I hate them that hate Thee, O Jehovah? 21 
should not I be gneved with those that nse up against Thee? 
yea, I hate them right sore, 22 

1 have counted them mine enemies* 

try me, 0 God, and seek the ground of my heart, 13 

prove me and examine my thoughts* 
look well if there be any way of wickedness m me, 24 
and lead me m the wav everlasting * 

§ 119 Psalm xliv 

I Israel m memory of former blessings 

We have heard with our ears, O God, 1 

our fathers have told us, 
what Thou hast done m their time, 
m the time of old 
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how Thou hast driven out the heathen with Thy hand but 2 
planted them in, 

how Thou hast destroyed the nations but spread them 
abroad , 

for they gat not the land m possession through their own sword, 3 
neither was it their own am* that helped them , 


but Thy right hand and Thine arm and the light of Thy 
countenance, ? 4 

because Thou hatjst a favour unto them 
Thou art my king, O God* 5 

send help unto Jacob 1 

through Thee will we overthrow our enemies, 6 

and m Thy name will we tread them under that rise up 
against us , 

for I will not trust m my bow, 7 

it is not my sword that shall help me, 
but it is Thou that savedst us from our enemies, 8 

and didst put them to confusion that hate us, 
we make our boast of God all day long, 9 

and will praise Thy name for ever’ 


II complameth of the present evils 

But now Thou hast cast us off and put us to confusion, 10 


and goest not forth with our armies , 

Thou makest us to turn our backs before our enemies, r t 
so that they which hate us spoil our goods , 

Thou lettest us be eaten up like sheep, 1 •* 

and hast scattered us among the heathen, 

ThoQ sellest Thy people for nought, i 0 

and takest no money for them, 

Thou makest us to be rebuked of our neighbours, 14 

a scorn and dension to them that are round about us 
Thou makest us to be a byword among the heathen, i 3 
so that the peoples shake their heads at us , 
my confusion is daily before me, 16 

and the shame of my face hath covered me, 
for the voice of the slanderer and blasphemer, 17 

for the enemy and bloodthirsty man 1 


III and professing faithfulness cneth unto God for succour 

Though all this be come upon us, yet do we not forget Thee, 18 
neither have we dealt falsely in Thy covenant, 
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our heart is not turned back, 19 

neither our steps gone out of Thy way, 
no, not when Thou hast smitten us into the place of jackals, 20 
and covered us with the shadow of death* 
if we have forgotten the name of our God, 21 

and holden up our hands to any strange god, 
snail not God search it out, 

Tbr He knoweth the very secrets of the heart? 
nay, for Thy sake we are killed all th^ day long, 22 

and are counted as sheep appointed to be slam 1 
up, Lord’ why sleepest Thou? 23 

awake and be not absent from us for ever * 
wherefore hidest Thou Thy face, 24 

and forgettest our misery and trouble? 
for our soul is brought low, even to the dust, 25 

our belly cleaveth unto the ground 
anse and help us, r 2 6 

and deliver us for Thy mercies’ sake* 


if 120 Psalm lxxiv 

I The prophet compiameth of the desolation of the sanctuary 

O God, wherefore art Thou absent from us so long? 1 
why is Thy wrath so hot against the sheep of Thy pasture? 

O think upon the congregation which Thou hast purchased 2 
of old 

and redeemed to be the tribe of Thine inheritance, 3 
and upon mount Sion, wherem Thou hast dwelt! 
lift up Thy feet that Thou mayest utterly destroy all evil doings , 4 
the enemy hath done evil in the sanctuary’ 

Thine adversaries roared m the midst of Thy congregation, 5 
and set up their banners for tokens, 
even as though a man should lay to his hand 6 

to hew timber out of the thick tre$s, 
so now with axes and hammers 7 

they break down all the carved work thereof, 
they have cast fire into Thy holy place, 8 

and have defiled the dwelling place of Thy name even 
unto the ground, 

yea, they said m their hearts, ‘let us make havoc of them 9 
altogether J * 

they burnt up all the houses of God m the land, 
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2 * 

we see not our tokens, 10 

there is not one prophet more, 
neither is there among us any that hnoweth ‘how long?’ 

II he moveth God to help by appealing to His deliverances of old 
O God, how long shall the adversary do this dishonour? 11 
how long shall the enemy blaspheme Thy name, for ever? 
why withdrawest Thou Thy hand, even Thy right hand* 1 12 


pluck it out of Thy bosom and destroy them* 
for God is my king (X old, 13 

the help that is done upon earth He doeth it Himself 
Thou didst divide the sea through Thy power, 14 

THOU brakest the heads of the dragons m the waters, 
Thou smotest the heads of the Leviathan m pieces, 15 

and gavest him to be meat for a people of the wilderness 
THOU broughtest out fountains and waters out of the hard rock, 
Thou dnedst up mighty waters, 16 

the day is Thine and the night is Thine, 17 

Thou hast prepared the light and the sun, 

Thou hast set all the borders of the earth, 18 

Thou hast made summer and wmte# * 

III and by recounting the blasphemy of His enemies the oppression of 
His children and His covenant 

Remember this, how the enemy hath rebuked Jehovah, 19 
and foolish people blaspheme Thy name, 


O deliver not the soul of Thy turtle dove to the multitude 20 
of the robbers, 

and forget not the multitude of Thy pool for ever* 
Ipoluupon the covenant, 2r 

for the hiding places of the earth are full of cruel habitations * 

O let not the oppressed go away ashamed, 22 

but let the poor and needy give praise unto Thy name 1 
anse, O God* maintain Thme own cause, 23 

remember how the foolish man blasphemeth Thee daily * 
forget not the voice 4>f Thme enemies, 24 

the tumult of them that hate Thee mcreaseth ever more 
and more 1 

§ 121 Psalm lxxix. 

I The Psalmist complameth of the desolation of Jerusalem 
O God, the heathen are come into Thme inheritance, 1 
Thy holy Temple have they defiled, 
and made Jerusalem an heap of stones, 
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the dead bodies of Thy servants have they given 2 

to be meat unto the fowls of the air, 
and the flesh of Thy saints unto the beasts of the land 
their blood have they shed like water 3 

on every side of Jerusalem, and there was no man to 
bury them, 

we are become a reproach to our neighbours, 4 

£'very scorn and derision to them that are round about us 
How long, 0 Jehovah — * wilt Thou be^angry for ever? 5 
shall Thy jealousy burn like fire* 


II he prayeth for vengeance on the enemy and deliverance for Israel ’ 

Pour out Thine indignation upon the heathen that have not 6 
known Thee, 

and upon the kfigdoms that have not called upon Thy name, 
for they have devoured Jacob 7 

and laid waste his dwelling place * 

O remember not against us the sms of our fathers 1 8 

but have mercy upon us and that soon, 
for we are come to great misery, 
help us, 0 God of our salvation, 9 

for the glory of Thy name, 

O deliver us and be merciful unto our sms, 
for Thy name’s sake’ 

wherefore should the heathen say ‘where is now their God?’ 10 
0 let the vengeance of Thy servants’ blood that is shed 1 1 
be openly shewed upon the heathen m our sight 1 


III and promiseth thankfulness 

0 let the sorrowful sighing of the prisoners come before Thee, 12 
according to the greatness of Thy p<$ver preserve Thou 
those that are appomted to die, 
and for the blasphemy wherewith our neighbours have bias 13 
phemed Thee 

reward Thou them, 0 Lord, sevenfold into their bosom 1 
so we that are Thy people and sheep of Thy pasture 14 
shall give Thee thanks for ever, 
and will alway be shewing forth Thy praise from generation 
to generation ’ 
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§ 122 Psalm lxxx 

I An appeal to Cod 

Hear, O Thou shepheid of Israel < x 

Thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep, 

Thou that sittest between the Cherubim, shine forth 1 
before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasses 2 

stir up Thy strength 
and come and help'ots 1 

Turn us again, 0 God 3 

she jo the light of Thy countenance and we shall be whole 1 

II who was grievously afflicting Israel \ 

O Jehovah, God of Hosts, 4 

how long wilt Thou be angiy with Thy people that prayeth? 
Thou feedest them with the bread of teaiS* 5 

and givest them plenteousness of teais to drink. 

Thou hast made us a very strife unto our neighbours, 6 

and our enemies laugh us to scorn 
Turn us again , Thou God of Hosts , 7 

shew the light of Thy countenance and we shall be whole 

III while He had dealt lovingly with their forefathers 

Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt, $ 

Thou hast cast out the heathen and planted it. 

Thou madest room foi it, 9 

and when it had taken root, it filled the land, 
the Ijills were covered with the shadow of it, 10 

and the boughs thereof w ere like the goodly cedar trees , 
she stretched out her branches unio the sea, it 

and her boughs unto the river 

Why hast Thou then broken down her hedge, 1* 

that all they that go by pluck off hei grapes? 
the wild boar out of^the wood doth root it up, 13 

and the wild beasts of the field devour it 

Turn Thee again, Thou God of Hosts, 14 

look down fiom heaven, behold 
and visit this vine’ 

forasmuch as the vine that Thy right hand hath planted, i-, 
and the branch that Thou madest so strong foi Thyself 
is burnt with fire and cut down, 16 

— let them pensh at the lebuke of Thy countenance! — 

9 
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so let Thy hand be upon the man of Thy right hand, 17 
and upon the son of man whom Thou madest so strong 
for Thyself! 

and so will we not go bad from Thee 18 

O let us live and we shall call upon Thy name 1 
Turn us again , Jehovah , God of Hosts, 

shew the light of Thy countenance and we shall be whole f 


§ 123 Psalm cxxxii 

t Cod s promise to David is now fulfilled by the joyous call from North 
to South to zisit the Temple 


0 Jehovah * lemember David 1 

and all his trouble, 

how he sware unto Jehovah, 2 

and vowed a fbw unto the Almighty God of Jacob 
e I will not come within the tabernade of mine house, 3 
‘nor climb up into my bed, 

‘I will not suffer mine eyes to sleep, 4 

‘nor mine eyelids to slumber, 

‘until I find out a place for the Temple of Jehovah, 5 

‘an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob*’ 
and lo' we heard this saying at Ephrata, 6 

we found it m the fields of the forest, 

‘let us go into His tabernacle, 7 

‘and fall low on oui knees before His footstool r 

II to which the Psalmist prayeth Jehovah to return again 

Arise, Jehovah, into Thy 1 estmg place, 8 

Thou and the ark of Thy strength* 
let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness, 9 

and let Thy saints shout for joy * 
for Thy servant David’s sake, 10 

turn not away the face of Thine Anointed * 

Jehovah hath made a faithful oath unto David 11 


and He shall not shnnk from it 
of tfjc frmt of to holm 

sijall 3 set urroti to seat 1 
if to cMhrcn Sam keep Mu covenant 

antf Mu testimonies t|at 3 sfjall teacij ttjem, 
tot cfjtltrrctx to shall sit 
upon % seat for ehetmore* 
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III for Sion is the seat of Jehovah where David? s seed shall never cease 


to reign 

For Jehovah hath chosen Sion for Himself, 13 

He hath longed for her as His habitation, 
tfjts stfjall be Mu test for eta, 14 

tee MI 3 Utah, for 3 fjabe a treltccfjt therein, 

3 Ml bless Ijer bictuals Mlj increase, 15 

anb satisfy fjer poor hntn brcab, 

3 hull beck |jer priest bntjr fjcaltfj, x6 

anb fjer saints sljall rejoice anb sing, 
tfjerc bull 3 make tjje fjorn of ©abib to fionrtsfj, 17 

3 Ml crrbatu a lantern for JHtnc ^Cnomteb, 
as for fjts enemies, 3 Ml clothe tfjem britfj sfjamc, 18 
but upon Ijtmself sijall fjis croM fiounslj 1 


§ 124 Ps\lm lxxxih 

I From the misery of the time the Psalmist taketk refuge 1 the 
promises of God to David 

My song shall be aiway of the lovmgkmdness of Jehovah, 1 
with my mouth will I ever be shewing Thy tiuth from one 
generation to anothei, 

for I have said, ‘meicy shall be set up for ever, 2 

‘Thy truth shalt Thou stablish m the heavens 1 ’ 

3 Ijabe mabe a covenant Mij Mu Cijosen, 3 

3 Ijahe sMrn unto ©abtb JEp scrbant, 
tfjp seeb Ml 3 stablisfj for eta, 4 

anb set up % tfjrone from one generation to anotfjcr* 

O Jehovah * the very heavens shall praise Thy v ondrous works, 5 
and Thy truth m the congregation of the holy ones 

and in His past meicies to Israd 

For who is he among the clouds that shall be compared 6 
unto Jehovah? 

and what is he ^mong the sons of God that shall be 7 
likened to Jehovah? 

God is greatly to be feared m the council of the holy ones, 8 
and to be had m reverence above all them that are round 
about Him 

O Jehovah, God of Hosts, who is a stiong Loid like unto 9 
Thee, O Jehovah? 

whose faithfulness is like Thy faithfulness, of all them 
that are round about Thee? 

9— 2 
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Thou ndest the 1 aging of the sea, io 

Thou stillest the waves thereof when they arise. 

Thou smotest Rahub like unto one that is slam, n 

Thou hast scatteied Thme enemies abroad with Ihy 
mighty ami, 

the heavens are Thme, the e&ith also is Thme, 12 

Thou hast laid the foundations of the round world and 
e all that therein is, 

Thou hast made the north and the sout]h , 13 

Tabor and Heimon rejoice m Thy name. 

Thou hast a mighty arm, 14 

strong is Thy hand and high is Thy right hand 
righteousness and equity are the foundation of Thy seat, 15 
meicy and truth go before Thy face 
blessed is the people, O J ehovah, that knoweth the joyful sound, 16 
that walketh m the light of Thy countenance , 
their delight is daify m Thy name, 17 

and in Thy righteousness do they mal e then boast , 
foi Thou art the glory of their strength, 18 

and in Thy lovingkindness Thou shalt lift up our horns, 
for our shield is fiom Jehovah, 19 

from the Holy One of Israel is oui king 

II How God c/u s Daotd to be His king and -promised an ever 
lasting dominion to his seed 

Thou spakest sometime m visions to Ihy holy one 20 

and saidst, 3 Ijate lath h# upon one tjrat is mtgfjtg, 

3 hahe exalteb one tijasett out rtf the people, 

3 fourth SBaSnh J&g servant, 21 

truth Mu Jjolp oil ijabr 3 anomietf f pm. 

Mu fjsmh sijaU fjolh |tm fast, 2* 

anfc Mu arm shaft strengthen him, 
th* mm2 srjall not he able to ho h tm htolence, 23 

the sort of hnckebness shall not iyxust fjtrrt, 

3 Smu smite hohm Ijts foes before ijts face 24 

anfc plague tfr em tfjat Ijate tjtm, 

IHg truth also anft mercg shall he truth tyxa, 25 
arth tn Pig name sfjall hts horn he exalteS, 

3 hull set h$ homtmort also ota ttjc sea, 26 

atth h# tight fjanU oher the fioohs, 
he shall call Mt, ‘Wfym art mg father, 
mg ®oh anh the rock of mg sa&attott 1 * 


27 
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and 3 toll make fjt m fKg firstborn, 28 

fjtgffer tfjatx tfje kings of tfye eartfj, 

Jffife mercu fotll I keep for fjmt for ebermore, 29 

and Mu covenant sfjall stand fast fottfj fjtm, 
fjts seed also fotll 3 male to endure for efier 30 

and fjis tfjrone as tfje dag£ of fjeaben 
but if fjts children forsake Mu lafo V 

and foam not tn Mu judgments, 
tf fifes bxzxk Mu statutes 3 2 

and keep not Mu commandments, 

3 fotU fostt tfjetr offences fottfj tfje rod, 
and tfjetr sin forth scourges, 

nebertfjeless Mu lofongktndness fotll 3 not utterly take from fjtm, 
nor suffer Mu trutfy to fait, [33 

Mu covenant fotll 3 not break, 34 

nor alter tfje tfjtng tfjat ts gone out of M U l l P s 
3 hade sfoorn once bo Mu ifdtness, 

—3 fotll not fail ©abtd r — 

fjts seed sfjall endure for eber, 35 

and ffts tfjrone ts Itke as tfje sun before fmc , 
it sffall stand fast for edermore as tfje moon, 3 6 

and as tfje fattfjful fottness tn fjradcn 

III and yet hath He plunged that seed into hopeless misery 

But Thou hast abhorred and foisaken, 37 

Thou hast been wroth with Thme Anointed, 

Thou hast broken the covenant of Thy sen ant, 38 

and cast his crown to the ground, 

Thou hast overthrown all his hedges 39 

and broken down his strong holds, 
all they that go by spoil him, 4 ° 

and he is become a reproach to his neighbour, 

Thou hast set up the right hand of his enemies, 41 

and made ail his adversaries to rejoice 
Thou hast taken an ay the edge of his sword, 42 

and givest him not victory m the battle, 

Thou hast put out his glory, 43 

and cast his throne down to the ground , 
the days of his youth hast Thou shortened, 44 

and covered him with dishonour 1 
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Jehovah ’ how long wilt Thou hide Thyself— for ever? 45 
and shall Thy wrath burn like fire? 

Oh, lemember how short my time is, 46 

and how Thou hast made all men for nought’ 
what man is he that liveth and shall not see death, 47 

and shall deliver his souF from the hand of the grave? 
Lord, wheie are Thy old lovmghmdnesses, 48 

v^nch Thou swarest unto David in Thy tiuth? 
remember, Loid, the lebuke that Thy servants have, 49 
— and how I do bear m my bosom many peoples — 
wherewith Thine enemies blaspheme Thee, O Jehovah, a o 
and slander the footsteps of Thine Anointed 


§ 125 Psalm l\ 


I The Psalmist of the Return m his own affliction 

f 

O God, Thou hast cast us out, and scattered us abroad, 1 
Thou hast been displeased, O stablish us again’ 

Thou hast made the eaith to tremble and rent it asunder, 2 
heal the breaches theieof, for it shaketh 1 
Thou hast shewn Thy people heavy things, 3 

Thou hast given us a dnnk of bewildering wme, 

Thou hast given a banner to such as fear Thee, 4 

— only that they should flee before the bow of their enemies 1 
Oh, that Thy beloved n ay be delivered, $ 

help with Thy right hand and hear us’ 

II quoteth an orae'e which had comforted David m his trouble , 
God spake m His sanctuary, — let me rejoice thereat, — 6 

3 tail tebtte SJjetfjcm, 
ahfl mete out tfyz ballcg of 5uccotfj T 
Silcah ts fftuxe, anh JEanassefy is fHme 
©pijratm also is tije tefeuce of Mu fjeab, 

Sutialj ts Mu seentte’ 

&s for Jfloafc, it is Urns hjasfjpot, 

upon 0Oom fotU J cast out sfroe 
foatl alouh because of Mt, ^p^tlisttoc T 


8 
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III as an assurance to his countrymen that God would deliver them 
from tkeir affliction 


Who will lead me to a strong city? 9 

who will bring me into Edom? 

Is it not Thou, O God, who, hast cast us off, 10 

and goest not forth, O God, with our hosts? 

Give us help against the oppressor, 11 

for vain is the help of man 1 

through God we sh%ll gam the victory, 13 

and He shall tread down our enemies* 


§ 126 Psalm lxxxv 
The, People 

offer thanksgiving for restoration to the land 


O Jehovah, Thou art become gracious ^nto Thy land, 1 
Thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob , 

Thou hast forgiven the offence of Thy people, 2 

and hast covered all their sms, 

Thou hast taken away all Thy displeasure, 3 

and turned Thyself fiom Thy wrathful indignation 
stablish us, O God of our salvation, 4 

and let Thine anger cease from us* 
wilt Thou be displeased at us for ever, 


• and wilt Thou stretch out Thy wrath from one gene 
ration to another? 

wilt Thou not turn again and quicken us, 6 

that Thy people may rejoice m Thee? 

shew us Thy mercy, O Jehovah, 7 

and grant us Thy salvation ’ 

The Priest 

with a warning of the condition of its fulfilment revealeth to them 
hts vision 

I will hearken what Jehovah our God will say, 8 

for He shall speak peace unto His people and to His saints, 
— but let them not turn again to folly* — 
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‘surely His salvation is nigh them that fear Him, 9 

‘that glory may dwell m oui land’ 

‘mercy and truth are met together, 10 

‘righteousness and peace have kissed each other 
‘truth shall sprmg up out of the earth, ji 

‘and lighteousness shall Jpok down from heaven 
‘yea, Jehovah shall give His blessing, 12 

‘^id our land shall give her increase, 

‘righteousness shall go before Him, 13 

‘and shall follow in the paths of H^s footsteps’ 

§127 Psalm lxxxiii 

I Prayer for protection 

Hold not Thy tongue, O God, 1 

keep not still silence, refiam not Thyself, O God' 
for lo, Thine enemies rage together, 2 

and they that hate Thee have lift up their head , 
they have imagined craftily against Thy people, 3 

and have taken counsel against Thy beloved , 
they have said, ‘come, let us root them out that they be no 4 
more a people, 

‘and that the name of Israel may be no more m lemem 
brance ’ 

II against the conspiracy of the heathen 

For they have cast their heads together with one consent v *5 
and are confederate against Thee — 
the tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites, 6 

of Moab and the Hagarenes, 

Gebal and Ammon and Amalek, 7 

the Philistines with them that dwell at Tyre, 

Assyria also is joined with them, 8 

and hath holpen the children of Lot 

III that, as the enemies of old. 

But do Thou to them as unto the Midnnites, 9 

unto Sisera and unto Jabm at the brook of Kison, 
who perished at Endor, 10 

and became as dung for the earth , 
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make them and their princes like Oreb and Zeeb, ir 

yea, make all their kings like as Zebah and Salmunna, 
who said, ‘let us take to ourselves 12 

‘ the habitations of God m possession * 


IV so they m#y fensh 


O my God, make them like unto the chaff, 13 

and as the stubble before the wind, 
like as the fire that b»rneth up the wood, 14 

and as the flame that consumeth the mountains , 
persecute them even so with Thy tempest, 15 

and make them afraid with Thy storm, 
fill their faces with shame, 16 

that they may seek Thy name, O Jehovah f 
let them be confounded and troubled for ever, 17 


let them be put to shame and perish, ^ 
and they shall know that Thou, whose name is JEHOVAF, 18 
art only the most Highest over all the earth 


§ 128 Psalm lxxviii 

I The Psalmist calleth tJie people to listen to the lessons of their 
past history 

Hearken unto my teaching, O my people, 1 

incline your ears to the words 01 my mouth, 

I wijl open my mouth m a parable, 2 

I will declaie the dark things of old’ 
the things which we have heard and known, 3 

and such as our fathers have told us — 
we will not hide them from their childien, 4 

but shew to the generation to come the honour of Jehovah, 
His might and Ijjis wonderful works that He hath done 
for He established a statute m Jacob s 

and gave Israel a law, 
which He commanded oui forefathers 
to teach their children, 

that their posterity might know it, 6 

and the children which were yet unborn, 
that when they came up they might shew their children 7 
the same. 
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that they might put then trust m God, 8 

and not to forget the works of God, 
but to keep His commandments, 
and not be as their foiefathers, g 

a faithless and stubborn generation, 
a generation that set not their heart aright, 

and whose spirit cleaveth not steadfastly unto God 

II 


I ike as the children of Ephraim who being harnessed and 10 
cairymg bows 

turned themselves back m the day of battle, 
they kept not the covenant of God, 11 

and would not walk in His law, 
but forgat what He had done, 12 

and the wonderful works that He had shewed for them 
maivellous thmgs did He m the sight of then forefatheis, 13 
m the land of Egypt even m the field of Zoan, 

He divided the sea and let them go through, 14 

He made the waters to stand on an heap, 
in the daytime also He led then with a cloud, 15 

and all the night through with a light of fire. 

He clave the hard rocks in the wilderness, 16 

and gave them drink thereof as it had been out of the 
great depths. 

He brought water out of the stony rock, 17 

so that it gushed out like the nveis 

III 

Yet for all this they sinned yet more against Him, 18 

and provoked the most Highest m the wilderness, 
they tempted God in their hearts 19 

and required meat for their lust 
they spake against God also, saying, 20 


‘shall God prepare a table m the wilderness? 

‘He smote the stony rock indeed that the water gushed out, 21 
‘and the streams flowed withal, 

‘but can He give bread also, 

‘or provide flesh for His people’* 
when Jehovah heaid this He was wroth, 2* 

so that the fire was kmdled against Jacob, 
and there came up heavy displeasure agamst Israel, 
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because they believed not m God, *3 

and put not their trust m His help 
so He commanded the clouds above, 
and opened the doors of heaven, 

He rained down manna also upon them for to eat, 25 

and gave them the bread of* heaven 

IV 

So they did all eat angels food, *6 

He sent them food enough. 

He caused the east wind to blow under heaven, 27 

and thiough His power He brought in the south wind. 
He lamed flesh upon them as thick as dust, 28 

and feathered fowl like as the sand of the sea, 

He let it fall among their tents, 29 

even round about His habitations, 
so they did eat and were well filled, 3° 

for He gave them their desne, 
they were not estranged from then lust, 

but while the meat was yet in their 15 mouths, 31 

the heavy wrath of God came upon them, 
and slew the fattest of them, 
yea, and smote down the chosen men that were in Israel 

V 

But for all this they sinned yet more, 32 

„ ^and believed not His wondrous works, 
therefore their days did He consume m vanity, 33 

and their years m trouble, 

when He slew them, then they sought Him, 34 

and turned them again and enquired after God, 
and they remembered that God was their rock, 35 

and the High God was their redeemer 
nevertheless they did but flatter Him with their mouth, 3 C 

and dissembled with Him with their tongue, 
foi their heart was not whole with Him, 37 

neither continued they steadfast m His covenant, 
but He is so merciful that He forgave their misdeeds and 38 
destroyed them not, 

— yea, many a time turned He His wrath away, 39 
and would not suffer His whole displeasure to anse 
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for He considered that they were but flesh, 40 

and that they were even a wind that passeth away and 
cometh not again 

VI 

Manf a time did they provoke Him m the wilderness, 41 
and grieved Him m the desert, 
they turned back and tempted God, 42 

and moved the Holy One of Israel, 
they thought not of His hand, 43 

and of the day when He delivered them from the hand 
of the enemy 

how He had wrought His mnacles m Egypt, 44 

and His wonders in the field of 7 oan, 

He turned their waters into blood, 4 5 

so that they might not drink of the nvers. 

He sent flies among them and devoiued them up, 46 

and frogs to destroy them. 

He gave their fruit unto the caterpillar, 47 

and then labour unto the locust, 

He destroyed their vines with hailstones, 48 

and their mulberry trees with the frost , 

He smote their cattle also with hailstones, 49 

and their flocks with hot thunderbolts 

VII 

He cast upon them the furiousness of His wrath, 50 

anger, displeasure and trouble, 
an host of destroying angels. 

He made a way to His indignation, 51 

and spared not their soul from death 
but gave their life over to the pestilence, 
and smote all the firstborn m Egypt, 52 

the first fruits of the mightiest in the dwellings of Ham , 
but as for His people — He led them foith like sheep, 53 
and guided them in the wilderness like a flock. 

He brought them out safely, that they should not fear, o4 
and overwhelmed then enemies with the sea, 
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and brought them within the borders of His sanctuary, 55 
even to His mountain which He purchased with His 
right hand, 

He cast out the nations also before them, 56 

and caused their land to be divided for an heritage, 
and made the tribes of Israel to dwell m their tents 

VIII 


Yet they tempted ana displeased the most High God, 57 
and kept not His testimonies, 

but turned their backs and fell away like then forefathers, 58 
starting aside like a broken bow, 
foi they grieved Him with their hill altars, 59 

and provoked Him to displeasure with then images 
when God heard this He was wroth, 60 

and took soie displeasure at Israel, 
so that He forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, 61 

even the tent that He had pitched among men, 
and delivered up His power into captivity, 62 

and His glory into the enemy’s hand, 

He ga\e His people over also unto the sword, 63 

and -was urotli with His inheritance, 
the fire consumed then young men, 64 

and their maidens were not given to marriage, 
their priests were slam with the sword, 65 

and their widows made no lamentation 


IX 


Then the Lord awaked as one out of sleep, 66 

and like a giant refieshed with wme, 

He drove His enemies backward, 67 

and put them to a perpetual shame. 

He refused the tabernacle of Joseph, 68 

and chose not the tnbe of Lphraim , 
but chose the tnbe of Judah, 69 

even the hill of Sion which He loved. 


and there He built His sanctuary like the heavens on high, 70 
and laid the foundation of it like the earth that He hath 
made fast foi ever, 

He chose Da\id also His servant, 

and took him away from the sheepfolds, 


71 
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as he was following the ewes great with young, He took him, 72 
that he might feed Jacob His people 
and Israel His inheritance, 

so he fed them with a faithful and true heart, 73 

and guided them prudently with all lus power 


§ 129 Psalm lxxxi 


I A summons to praise God 


Smg we meinly unto God our stiength, t 

make a cheerful noise unto the God of Jacob, 
raise the psalm, bung hither the tablet, 2 

the merry harp with the lute, 

blow up the trumpet m the new moon, 3 

and in the full moon upon our solemn feast daj 
for this was made a statute foi Isiael, 4 

and a law of the God of Jacob, 
this He ordained in Joseph for a law 5 

when He came against the land of Egypt, 
what time I heard a strange language 


II who brought Israel out of Egypt 


3 easeb frig sboulbcrs from tfjc burben 

anb fas fjantis brere beltbereb from carrgmg tfje bricks 
Cfjcut catost upon fHc m trouble anb 3 beltbereb tfyoo, 
anb ijrarh tXjee m tije bareness of the tljunbet, 
anb ptobeb tfj zz also at the braters of strife 
bear, <B Mu people? anb 3 bull testtfg unto tfjee, 

# Israel, if tfjDU hfoufercst fazxkmrurita mt 1 
there shall no strange gab be in tfjee, 

neither shaft thou biorshm ano other gob, 

3 am obab tfro @0 b, 

farfjo brought Bjee out of the lanb of GBggpt, 
open tbs tnoutb anb 3 shall fell it! 


-6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 
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III and if the nation had been faithful 

pto people fooulb not fjear Pip 
anti Israel hjoulb not oto Pte, 
sa 3 gabe them «p unto tljzix cbm tj carts lusts, 
anO let them foUobi their flSm imaginations’ 
that Pip people fyaJl hearheneU unto Ptt, 
antJ Israel ijatr bralheb xn Pip biags 1 
3 ghoulb soon ja&e put tfobm ta enemies, 

anb tumeti Pig panb against tfjcir abbersartes, 
the hSsSobafshoulb fjabe submfiteb them seibes to them 
9 ^hut their time sfoulb h*be enburcb for eber’ 

IV would never have failed them 

ra, statt ftafce fe» tfjem also Smtfj tfje fnwst tajrat |out,i7 
ni S5 “ out of tiic stong to* sijoulO 3 tjaie 


t2 

13 

1 4 

15 

,16 



PFRIOD V — §§ 130— 153 
THE CLOSE OF THE PSAL 1 RR 


§130 Psalm cxix 
An Alphabetical Psalm 

A %leditati 07 i on the Law of God 

A blessing is on them that are undefiled m the way, 1 

and walk m the law of Jehovah, 

A blessing is on them that keep His testimonies, 2 

and seek Him with their whole heart 
Also on them that do no wickedness, 3 

but walk m His ways 

A law hast Thou given unto us, 4 

that we should diligently keep Thy commandments 
Ah’ Lord, that my wajs were made so direct, 5 

that I might keep Thy statutes’ 

And then shall I not be confounded, jj> 

while I have respect unto all Thy commandments 
As for me, I will thank Thee with an unfeigned heart, 7 
when I shall have learned Thy righteous judgments 
An eye will I have unto Thy ceremonies, S 

O forsake me not utterly 

By what shall a young man cleanse his way* 9 

even by ruling himself aftei Thy word ’ 

Betimes have I sought Thee with my whole heart, 10 

O let me not go wrong out of Thy commandments , 
Behold, Thy words have I hid within my heart, n 

that I might not sm against Thee f 
Blessed art Thou, 0 Jehovah, is 

O teach me Thy statutes 
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By my lips have I proclaimed 13 

all the judgments of Thy mouth 
Better is it tp walk m the way of Thy statutes, 14 

than to possess all manner of nches 
Before mine eyes are Thy commandments, 15 

and I have respect unto Thfy ways* 

Blessed for ever are Thy statutes, 16 

I will not forsake Thy word 

Comfoit Thy servant, that I may live 17 

and keep Thy word 1 

Come Thou and open mine eyes, 18 

that I may see the wondrous things of Thy law 
Consider how that I am a stiangei upon earth, 19 

O hide not Thy commandments from me 1 
Consumed is my soul by the very fei vent desire, 20 

that it hath always unto Thy judgments 
Confounded are the pioud, 21 

and cursed are they that do eri from Thy commandments 
Contempt and repioach do Thou turn frSm me, *2 

for I have kept Thy testimonies’ 

Counsel have princes taken against me, 23 

but Thy servant is occupied m Thy statutes. 

Continually is my delight m Thy testimonies, 24 

for they are my counsellors 

Deep m the dust heth my soul, 2*, 

^ S> quicken Thou me according to Thy word’ 

Duly have I acknowledged my ways and Thou heardest me, 26 
O teach me Thy statutes’ 

Declare unto me the way of Thy commandments, 27 

and so shall I talk of Thy wondrous works 
Disquieted is my soul for \ery heaviness 28 

O comfort Thou^me accoidmg to Thy word 
Do Thou take from me the way of lying, 29 

and cause me to make much of Thy law, 

Dear unto me is the way of truth, 30 

and Thy judgments have I laid before me 
Do not I cleave unto Thy testimonies’ 31 

O Jehovah, confound me not 

Daily will I run m the way of Thy commandments 32 
when Thou hast set my heart at liberty 

10 
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Enlighten me, O Jehovah, m the way of Thy statutes, 33 
and I shall keep it unto the end 
Enrich me with understanding and I shall keep Thy law, 34 
yea, I shall keep it with my whole heart 
Exercise me in the path of Thy commandments, 3 0 

for therein is my desire r 

Enclme mine heart unto Thy testimonies, 36 

Shd not to covetousness 

Ever turn away mine eyes lest they behold vanity, 37 

and quicken Thou me m Thy way 
Establish Thy word in Thy servant, — 38 

even that we should fear Thee 
Ease me from the rebuke that I am afraid of, 39 

for Thy judgments are good 

Even m Thy piecepts is my delight, 40 

0 quicken me_m Thy righteousness 

Follow me, O Jehovah, with Thy loving mercy, 41 

even with Thy salvation according to Thy woid 
For so shall I makff answer unto my blasphemers, 42 

for my trust is m Thy word 

Forbear to take Thy truth utterly out of my mouth, 43 
for my hope is m Thy judgments 
For so shall I alway keep Thy law, 44 

yea, for ever and ever 

Free me and I shall walk at liberty, 45 

because I seek Thy commandments 
Faithfully will I speak of Thy testimonies, 46 

even before kings I will not be ashamed 
Full of delight are Thy commandments, 47 

which I have loved 

For ever will I lift up my hands unto Thy commandments, 48 
and my study shall be m Thy statutes 

Graciously thmk upon Thy servant as concerning Thy woid, 49 
wherein Thou hast caused me to put my trust 
Great is the comfort thereof m my trouble, „Q 

for Thy word hath quickened me 
Grievously have the proud had me in dension, 5 1 

yet have I not shnnked from Thy law 
Glad was I when I remembered Thme everlasting judgments, 5-2 
O Jehovah, and received comfort 
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Great horror hath taken hold upon me, 53 

because of the wicked that forsake Thy law 
Glorious things have I sung of Thy statutes <54 

m the house of my pilgrimage 
Gladly have I thought upon Thy Name m the night season, 55 
O Jehovah, and have kept* Thy law 
Gracious hast Thou been unto me, s 6 

because I kept Thy commandments 

Have not I piomised to keep Thy law^ 57 

for Thou ait my poition, O Jehovah’ 

Humbly have I made my petitions with my whole hen l 5 8 
O be merciful unto me according to Thy word 
Have not I called mine own ways to lemembiance, 
and turned my feet unto Thy testimonies 
Haste have I made and prolonged not tfce time, 60 

to keep Thy commandments 

Hotly have the ungodly beset me on every side, 61 

but I have not forgotten Thy law 
Hear me at midnight when I rise to tfeank Thee, 62 

because of Thy righteous judgments 
Holy men are my companions, 63 

and such as keep Thy commandments 


Hast not Thou, O Jehovah, filled the earth with Thy mercv? 64 
O teach me Thy statutes 

In mercy hast Thou, O Jehovah, dealt with Thy sen ant, 6 S 


^ according unto Thy word 

Instruct me m true understanding and knowledge, 66 

for I have believed Thy commandments 
I went wrong before I was troubled, 67 

but now have I kept Thy word 
In Thee, O Lord, is goodness and mercy, 68 

O teach me T£ty statutes 

Iniquitous men have imagined a he against me, 69 

but I will keep I hy commandments with my whole heart 
In truth their heart is as fat as brawn, 70 

but my delight hath been m Thy law 
It is good for me that I ha\e been m trouble 7 X 

that I might learn Thy statutes 
Is not the law of Thy mouth dearer unto me 7 2 

than thousands of gold and silver > 


10 — 2 
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Jehovah, Thy hands have made me and fashioned me 73 
O give me understanding — to learn Thy commandments 
Joyful shall they be that fear Thee when they see me, 74 
because I have put my trust m Thy word 
Just are Thy judgments, O Jehovah, 75 

Thou of very faithfulness hast caused me to be troubled 
Jehovah, let Thy merciful kindness be my comfort, 76 

airordmg to Thy word unto Thy servant 
Jehovah, let Thy loving mercies come i^nto me, 77 

for Thy law is my delight 

Judge Thou the proud, for they go about to destioy me, 78 
but I am occupied in Thy commandments 
Join unto me those that fear Thy Name, 79 

and such as have known Thy testimonies 
Joyfully shall my heart continue m Ihy statutes, 80 

that I be not ashamed 

Long have I desired Thy salvation, 81 

and my hope is in Thy word 

Longed have mine eyps for Thy word, 82 

saying *0 when wilt Thou comfort me? 

Lil e a bottle m the smoke am I dried up, 83 

yet do I not forget Thy statutes 
Loid 1 how few are the days of Thy servant 1 84 

when wilt Thou be avenged of them that persecute me? 
Lawless men, which walk not m Thy ways, 85 

have digged pits for my life 

Lord, all Thy commandments are true, 86 

they persecute me falsely O be Thou my help ** - r 
Lo* they had almost made an end of me upon earth, 87 
but I forsook not Ihy commandments 
Let Thy loving kindness quicken my soul, 88 

so shall I keep the testimonies of Thy mouth 

Marvellous is Thy woid, O Jehovah, 89 

it endureth for ever m heaven 

Mindful art Thou of Ihy truth to all generations, 90 

Thou hast laid the foundation of the earth and it abideth 
Morning and evening await Thine ordinance, 91 

for all these things do serve Thee 
My delight hath been m Thy law, 92 

else had I penshed m ms trouble 
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Mindful am I of Thy commandments, 93 

for with them hast Thou quickened me 
Mercifully save me, for I am Thine, 94 

and I have sought Thy commandments 
Malicious men laid -wait for me to destroy me, 95 

but I will consider Thy testimonies 
Mme eye seeth an end of all perfection, 96 

but Thy commandment is exceeding broad 

Nought love I like unto Thy law, 97 

all the day long is my study m it 
Now am I wiser than mme enemies, 98 

for Thy commandments aie ever with me 
Nay, I have more understanding than my teachers, 99 

for Thy testimonies are my study 
Not even the aged are wiser than I, 100 

because I keep Thy commandments 
Never will I turn my foot to any evil way, 10 1 

that I may keep Thy word 

Neither have I shrunk from Thy judgments, io , » 

for Thou teachest me 

Nothing is sweeter than Thv words unto my thioat 103 
yea, sweeter are they than honey to my mouth 
Needs must I hate every evil way, 104 

for through Thy precepts do I get understanding 

0 God ! Thy word is a lantern unto my feet, io 5 

and a light unto my paths 

Uf old have I sworn, I am steadfastly purposed 106 

to keep Thy righteous judgments 
Out of measure am I troubled, 107 

quicken me, O Jehovah, accouling to Th\ word 
0 Lord, let the freewill offerings of rav mouth please 1 hee, ioS 
and teach me ^hy judgments 

Ofttimes have I put my life m my hand, 109 

yet do I not forget Thy law 

On every side have thev laid a snare foi me no 

but yet I swerved not from Thy commandments 
0 Lord, Thy testimonies are mme heritage for e\u, tii 
and why ? they are the very joy of m> heart 
Occupied is my heart m Th> statute^., 112 

that I may fulfil them even unto the end 
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Profane persons do I hate, 113 

but Thy law do I love 

Protection art Thou unto me and shield, 114 

and my trust is m Thy woid 

Part from me, ye evildoers, 115 

for I will keep the commandments of my God 
Preserve me according to Thy word that I may live, 116 
an® let me not be disappointed of my hope 
Prevent me with Thy help, and I shall rbe safe, 117 

yea, my delight shall be evei in Thy statutes 
Perished are all they that depart from Thy statutes, 118 
for they imagine but deceit 

Put away like dioss all the ungodly of the earth, 119 

then shall I love Thy testimonies 
Perplexed am I, I tremble for feai of Thee, 120 

yea, I am afrai^. of Thy judgments 

Righteous and lawful are my dealings, 121 

O give me not over unto mine oppressors 
Rise up and be suretf for Thy servant for good, 122 

that the proud do me no wrong 
Remember how mine eyes fail with looking for Thy help, 1*3 
and for the woid of Thy righteousness 
Reward Thy servant accoidmg to Thy loving meicy, 124 
and teach me Thy statutes 

Recompense Thy servant with understanding, 125 

that I may know Thy testimonies 
Rise up, Jehovah' — yea, the time is come — 126 

for they have destroyed Thy law 
Right dearly do I love Thy precepts, 127 

yea, above gold and precious stones 
Respect have I unto all Ihy commandments, 128 

and all false ways I utterly abhoi 

Sure and wonderful aie Ihy testimonies, 129 

therefore doth my soul keep them 
So soon as Thy word goeth forth, 130 

it giveth light and understanding unto the simple , 

Surely I opened my mouth and panted, 131 

for I longed for Thy commandments 
Send help, O God, be merciful unto me, 132 

as Thou usest to do unto them that love Thy name 
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Set my steps aright m Thy woid, 133 

so shall no wickedness have dominion over me 
Save me from the wrongful dealings of men, 334 

and so shall I keep Thy commandments 
Shew the light of Thy countenance upon Thy servant, 135 
and teach me Thy statutes « 

Streams of waters run down mine eyes, 136 

because they keep not Thy law 

Thou art righteous, O Jehovah, 137 

and true is Thy judgment 

The testimonies which Thou hast commanded, 138 

are exceeding righteous and true 
The zeal of mine heait hath even consumed me, 139 

because mine enemies have forgotten Thy words 
Thy word is tried to the uttermost, 140 

and Thy seivant loveth it 

Though I am small and of no reputation, 141 

yet do I not forget Thy commandments 
Thy righteousness is an everlasting ligh^eousness, 142 

and Thy law is the truth 

Trouble and hea\ mess have taken hold upon me, 143 

yet is my delight m Thy commandments 
The righteousness of Thy testimonies is everlasting, 144 
O grant me understanding, and I shall live 

Unto Thee will I call with my whole heart, r45 

„ hear me, O Jehovah, I will keep Thy statutes 
Unto Thee, O Jehovah, do I call 146 

help me and I shall keep Thy testimonies 
Uprising early do I cry unto Thee, 147 

foi m Th> woid is my trust 

Uprisen am I before the night watches, 148 

that I might b^ occupied m Thy woids 
Up, Loid, and hear me according to Thy loving mercy, 149 
O Jehovah, quicken me as Thou art wont 
Unholy men draw nigh to persecute me, 150 

they are far from Thy law 

Upon Ihee do I call, for Thou art near, 15 r 

and all Thy commandments are true 
Unchanged are Thy testimonies of old, 152 

and Thou hast founded them for ever 
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Vouchsafe to consider mine adversity and deliver me, 153 
for X do not forget Thy law 

Vouchsafe to plead my cause and deliver me, 154 

quicken me accoidmg to Thy word 
Verily, health is far from the ungodly, 155 

for they regard not Thy statutes 
Very great, O Jehovah, is Thy mercy, 156 

quicken me as Thou art wont 

Violent men and they that persecute me are many, 157 
yet do I not swerve from Thy testiShomes 
Vexed am I when I see the transgressors, 158 

because they keep not Thy law 
Visit me, O Jehovah, for I love Thy commandments, 159 
quicken me accoidmg to Ihy loving kindness 
Verity and righteousness are Thine fiom everlasting, 160 
and all Thy judgments enduie foi evermore 

Without cause have pnnces peisecuted me, 161 

but my heart standeth m awe of Thy word 
Wholly do I rejoice pi Thy word, 162 

as one that findeth great Spoil 

Whereas, for lies — I hate and abhor them, 163 

but Thy law do I love 

With my voice do I praise Thee seven times a day, 164 
because of Thy righteous judgments 
Wondrous peace have they that love Thy law, 165 

and they are not offended at it 
When have I not looked, O Jehovah, foi Thy salvation, 166 
and when have I not done after Thy commandments?-^ 
When hath not my soul kept Thy testimonies, 167 

and loved them exceedingly? 

Well have I kept Thy commandments and Thy testimonies, 168 
for all my ways are before Thee 

Yet let my complaint come before Thee, ^3 Jehovah! 169 
give me undei standing accoidmg to Thy woid 
Yea, let my supplication come before Thee, 170 

deliver me according to Thy word 
Yet shall my lips be telling of Thy praise, 171 

when Thou hast taught me Thy statutes 
Yea, my tongue shall sing of Thy word, 172 

for all Thy commandments are righteous 
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Yield me help with Thy right hand, 173 

for I have chosen Thy commandments 
Yearned have I for Thy help, O Jehovah, 174 

and in Thy law is my delight 

Yet shall my soul live and praise Thee, 175 

and Thy judgments shall h$lp me 
Yea, seek me, though I stray like a sheep that is lost, — 176 
seek Thy servant, for I do not foiget Thy commandments 

§ 131 Ps \lm cm 

I Praise to God for His lovmgkindness to each of His children , 

Praise Jehovah , 0 mv sonl f 1 

and all that is within me praise His holy Name 
Praise Jehcnah, O my soul, 2 

and forget not all His benefits, 
who forgiveth all thy sin 3 

and healeth all thme mfiimities, 
who saveth thy life from destruction, 4 

and crowneth thee with mercy and “Wingkindness , 
who satisfieth thy desire with good things, 5 

making thee young and lusty as an eagle 

II for His res elation of Himself to mankind 
Jehovah executeth righteousness 6 

and judgment for all them that ire oppiessed with wrong 
He shewed His ways unto Moses, 7 

His woiks unto the children of Israel, 

JeSovah is full of compassion and mercy, 8 

long suffering and of great goodness, 

He will not alway be chiding, 9 

neither keepeth He His anger for evei 

III for His mercy m forgi mg sms 
He hath not dealt with us after our sms, lo 

nor rewaided us according to our wickednesses, 
for look how high the heaven is m companion of the earth, 1 1 
so great is His meicy also towards them that fear Him 
look how wide also the east is fiom the west, X 2 

so far hath He set our sms from us 
yea, like as a father pitieth his own children, 13 

even so is Jehovah merciful unto them that fear Him 
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IV for His compassionate dealings with His creatures 
For He knoweth whereof we are made, 14 

He remembereth that we are but dust, 
the days of man are but as grass, jg 

he flounsheth as a flowe^ of the field 
for as soon as the wind goeth over it, it is gone, 16 

and the place thereof shall know it no moie 
but the merciful goodness of Jehovah endurethfor ever and ever 
upon them that fear Him, [17 

and His righteousness unto children’s childien, 
even upon such as keep His covenant, 18 

and think upon His commandments to do them 

V and for His sovereignty over the world 

Jehovah hath prepared His seat m heaven 19 

and His kmgdcfn ruleth over all 
0 praise Jehovah, ye angels of His, 20 

ye that excel m strength and do His commandment, 
and hearken unto the voice of His words 
O praise Jehovah, all r ye His hosts, 21 

ye servants of His, that do His pleasure 
O speak good of Jehovah all ye works of His, 22 

m all places of His dominion * 

Ptaise thou Jehovah , 0 my soul 


§ 132 Ps\lm civ 

I Praise to God for He created the heavens , 

Piaise Jehovah , 0 my soul l 1 

O Jehovah, my God, Thou art exceeding glorious. 

Thou art clothed with majesty and honour* 

Thou deckest Thyself with light as it weie with a garment, 2 
and spreadest out the heavens like a cuitam, 
who layeth the beams of His chambers n^the waters, 3 
and maketh the clouds His chariot, 
and walketh upon the wmgs of the wind, 
who maketh the winds His messengers, 4 

and the flaming fire His minister 

II and the earth 

He laid the foundations of the earth, 

that it never should move at any time 


5 
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Thou coveredst it with the deep like as with a garment, 6 
the waters stand on the hills 

at Thy rebuke they flee 7 

at the voice of Thy thunder they are afraid, 

— the mountains rise, the valleys sink — 8 

even unto the place which Tlnfti hast appointed for them , 
Thou hast set them their bounds which they shall not pass 9 
neither turn again to cover the earth 

III the dry land and all that is therein 


He sendeth the springs into the rivers, 10 

which inn among the hills, 

all beasts of the field dunk thereof, 11 

and the wild asses quench their thirst, 
beside them do the fowls of the air have their habitation, 12 
and smg among the blanches, 

He watereth the hills from above, 13 

the earth is filled with the fruit of Thy works’ 

IV 

He brmgeth forth grass foi the cattle, 14 

and green heib for the seivice of men, 
that He may bring food out of the earth — ]-, 

wme, that maketh glad the heart of man 

and maketh his face to slime as it were with oil, 
and bread to strengthen man's heart 
th&Jrees of Jeho\ah also are full of sap, 16 

even the cedars of Libanus which He hath planted 
wherein the birds make their nests, 17 

and the fir tiees are a dwelling for the stork, 
the high hills are a refuge for the wild goats, 18 

and so are the stony rocks for the conies 


V the hca ally bodies 

lie appointed the moon for certain seasons, 19 

and the sun knoweth his going down 
lhou makest darkness that it may be mght, 20 

wheiem all the beasts of the foiest do move, 
the lions roaring after their prey, 
do seek then meat fiom God, 
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the sun anseth and they get them away together, 22 

and lay them down in their dens 
man goeth forth unto his work, 23 

and to his labour until the evening 

VT the sea and all that therein is 

O Jefovah, how manifold are Thy works, *4 

in wisdom hast Thou made them all* 1 
the earth is full of Thy nches, 
so is that great and wide sea also, 25 

wherein are things creeping mnumeiable, 
both small and great beasts, 

there go the ships 26 

and that leviathan whom Thou hast made to take his 
pastime wjth Thee 

VII He is the source of life 

These wait all upon^Thee, 27 

that Thou mayest give them meat m due season, 
when Thou givest it them, they gather it, 28 

when Thou openest Thine hand, they are filled with good , 
when Thou hidest Thy face, they are troubled, 29 

when Thou takest away their bieath, they die. 


VIII the Sovereign and righteous Judge of the world 

The glorious majesty of Jehovah shall endure for ever, 31 
Jehovah shall rejoice m His works 1 
the earth shall tremble at the look of Kfan, 32 

if He do but touch the hills, they shall smol e 
X will sing unto Jehovah so long as I live, 33 

I will praise my God while I have my being 1 
and so shall my words please Him, 34 

my joy shall be in Jehovah 1 

as for sinners, they shall be consumed out of the eaith, 35 
and the ungodly shall come to an end 1 
Praise thou Jehovah, 0 my soul 
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§ 133 Psalm cvi 

Chorus 

Give thanks unto Jehovah , foi He is gracious, 1 

and His mercy endureth fir ever t 

who can express the r*)ble acts of Jehovah, 2 

or shew forth all His praise? 

blessed are all they that alway keep judgment, 3 

and do nghteousness 

The Pntst 

by reciting the history, of the past setteth forth tht lov ng mercy of God 

Remember me, O Jehovah, accoidmg to the favour Thou bearest 4 
unto Thy people, 


O \1s1t me with Thy salvation, 
that I may see the felicity of Thy chosen, 5 

and rejoice m the gladness of Thy people, 
and give thanks with Thine mhentance* 
we have sinned with our fathers, 6 

we have done amiss and dealt wickedly* 
our fathers regarded not Thy wonders in Egypt, 7 

neither kept they Thy great goodness m remembrance, 
—but were disobedient at the sea, even at the Red Sea , 
nevertheless He helped them for His Name’s sake, 8 

that He might make His power to be known, 

He rebuked the Red Sea also, and it was dried up, 9 

so He led them through the deep as through a wilderness, 
and He saved them from the adversary’s hand, 10 


and delivered th*m from the hand of the enemy 
as for those that troubled *hem, the waters ovei whelmed them 1 1 
there was not one of them left, 
then believed they His woids, 1 

and sang praise unto Him 

but within a while they forgat His works, 13 

and would not abide His counsel, 
and lust came upon them m the wilderness, 
and they tempted God m the desert. 


14 
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so He gave them their desire, jg 

and sent leanness withal into their soul 
they spake against Moses also in the camp, jg 

and \aron, the saint of Jehovah , 
so the earth opened and swallowed up Dathan, 
and covered the company of Abiram, 
and fire was kindled m their company, jg 

J&e flame burnt up the ungodly 
they made a calf m Horeb, 

and woi shipped the molten image, 
and changed their glory 20 

mto the similitude of a calf that eateth hay, 
and they forgat God their saviour, 21 

who had done so great things m Egypt, 
wondrous works m the land of Ham, 22 

and fearful things by the Red Sea 
so He said, He vfculd have destroyed them *3 

had not Moses His chosen stood before Him in the gap 
to turn away His wrathful indignation, lest He should 
destroy them 

yea, they thought s<km of that pleasant land, 24 

and gave no credence unto His word, 
but muimuied in their tents, 25 

and hearkened not unto the voice of Jehovah, 
then lift He up His hand and sware 26 

to overthrow them m the wilderness, 
to cast out their seed among the nations 27 

and to scatter them in the lands 
they joined themselves unto Baal peor, 28 

and ate the offerings of the dead, 
thus *hey provoked Him to anger with their own inventions, 29 
and the plague was great among them 
then stood up Phmeas and prayed, 30 

and so the plague ceased, 

and that was counted unto him for righteousness, 31 

among all posterities for evermore 
they angered Him also at the waters of Menbah, 32 

so that He punished Moses for their sake, 
because they provoked his spirit, 33 

so that he spake unadvisedly with his lips 
neither destroyed they the heathen 34 

as Jehovah commanded them, 

but were mingled among the heathen, 33 

and learned their woiks, 
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insomuch that they woi shipped their idols, 36 

which were a snare unto them, 
yea, they offered their sons 

and their daughters unto devils, 
and shed innocent blood, even the blood of then sons and of their 
daughters, [37 

whom they offered unto the idols of Canaan, 
and the land was defiled with blood, 
thus were they stained with their own works, 38 

and went a whonng with their own inventions 
therefore was the wrath of J ehovah kindled against His people, 39 
insomuch that He abhoned His own inheritance, 
and He gave them over into the hand of the heathen, 40 
and they that hated them were lords over them, 
then enemies oppressed them 41 

and had them m subjection 

many a time did He deliver them, 42 

but they rebelled against Him with their own inventions, 
and were brought down in their wickedness, 
nevertheless when He saw their adversity, 43 

He heard their complaint, 

He thought upon His covenant, 44 

and pitied them according to the multitude of His meicies , 
yea, He made all those 

that led them away captive to pity them 

Chorus 

Deliver us, O Jehovah, our God, 4 3 

and gather us from among the heathen, 
that we may give thanks unto Thy holy Name, 
and make oui boast of Thy praise T 

Priest 

Blessed be Jehovah the God of Israel, 46 

fiom everlasting and woild without end, 
and let all the people say, Amen 
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§ 134 Psalm cvii 

Thanksgiving to God for the reunion of the scattered exiles , 

0 give thanks unto yehovah, for He is gracious , I 

and His meicy endureth for ezer 1 
so letethem sing, whom Jehovah hath redeemed, a 

and delivered from the hand of ther enemy, 
and gathered them out of the lands, 3 

from the east and from the west 
from the north and from the sea 1 

I some of whom had been delivered from wanderings and famine 


Such as went astiay m the wilderness out of the way, 4 
and found no City to dwell m, 

— hungry and thirsty, 5 

their soul fainted m them — 

so when they cned unto Jehovah m their trouble, 6 

He delivered them out of their distress , 

He led them forth by the light way, 7 

that they might go to a city, wheie they might dwell, 

0 that these would praise yehovah for His goodness , 8 

and the wonders that He doeth for the children of men , 
for He satisfied the empty soul, 9 

and filled the hungry soul with goodness’ 

II from prison. 

Such as sat m darkness and in the shadow of death, 10 
being fast bound m misery and iron, 
because they rebelled against the words of God, n 

and lightly regarded the counsel of the most Highest, 
—He brought down their heart thiough heaviness, 12 

they fell down and there was none help them*— 
so when they cned unto Jehovah in their trouble, 13 

He delivered them out of their distiess 
He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, 14 
and brake their bonds m sunder, 

O that these would praise yehovah for His goodness , 15 

and the wonders that He doeth for the children of men , 
for He hath broken the gates of brass, 16 

and smitten the bars of iron in sunder 



^134 Pscvn] CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED 161 


III from sickness 

Such as weie foolish by reason of their offences, 17 

and afflicted because of their wickedness, 

— their soul abhoired all manner of meat, 18 

they were e\en hard at death’s door — 
so when they cried unto Jehovah m their trouble, 19 

He delnered them out of their distress 
for He sent His woi 4 and healed them, 20 

He saved them from their destruction 
0 that these would piaise Jehovah for His goodness, 21 

and the oonders that Ht doeth for the children of men, 
and offer unto Him the sacrifice of thanksgiving, 22 

and tell out His works with gladness’ 

IV from p ills by sea 

Such as go down to the sea m ships, 23 

and occupy their business m gieat waters, 
these men see the works of Jehovah, 24 

and His wondeis m the deep, 

for at His woid the stormy wind ariseth, 2 D 

which lifteth up the waves thereof, 
they are earned up to the heaven and down again to the deep , 26 
their soul meiteth away because of the trouble 
they reel to and fro and stagger like a drunken man, 27 
and are at then wits’ end, 

so when they cry unto Jeho\ah m their tiouble, 28 

He delivereth them out of their distress, 

He maketh the storm to cease 29 

so that the waves theieof are still 
then are they glad because that they are at rest, 30 

so He brmgeth them to the haven where they would be , 

O that these would pi aise Jehovah for His goodness , 3 1 

and the wonders that Ht doeth for the childi en of men 
and exalt Him m thft congregation of the people, 32 

and praise Him m the seat of the elders 1 

V The praise of God as the Creator and Preserver of Hts people 

He tumeth the floods into a wilderness, 33 

and the water-springs into dry ground, 
a fruitful land maketh he barren, 34 

foi the wickedness of them that dwell therein, 

u 
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again, He maketh the wilderness a standing watei, 35 

and water spnngs of a dry ground , 
and there He setteth the hungry, 36 

and they build them a city to dwell in, 
they sow their land and plant vineyards 37 

to yield them fruits of ircrease, 

He blesseth them so that they multiply exceedingly, 38 

and suffereth not then cattle to decrease, 
again, when they are mimshed and brought low, 39 

through oppression, through any plague or trouble, 

He poureth contempt upon princes, 40 

and maketh them wander out of the way m a wilderness , 
yet helpeth He the poor out of misery, 41 

He maketh him households like a flock of sheep, 
the righteous will consider this and rejoice, 42 

and the mouth of all wickedness shall be stopped 
Whoso is wise will fonder these things , 43 

and they shall understand the lovmgkmdness of Jehovah 


§ 135 Psalm cxi 
An Alphabetical Psalm 

The praise , the greatness and the works of God 


All my heart shall praise Jehovah 1 

Before the congregation of the righteous, 

Deeds of goodness are the deeds of Jehovah, 2 

Earnestly desired of all them that have pleasure therein , 
For His righteousness endureth for ever, 3 

Glorious and honourable is His woik, 

He hath made His wonderful works to be remembered, 4 
In Jehovah is compassion and goodness, 

Jehovah hath given meat to them that fear Him, 0 

Keeping His covenant for ever, 

Learning His people the power of His works, 6 

Making them to possess the heritage of the heathen. 
Nay, the works of His hands are verity and judgment, 7 
Ordered and sure aie His commands, 
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Planted fast for ever and ever, 8 

Righteous and true are His testimonies, 

Salvation hath He sent unto His people, 9 

Their covenant hath He made fast for ever, 

Upright and holy is His name,* 10 

Venly the fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom, 
Yea, a good understanding have all they that do thereafter , 
Zealously shall lie be praised for ever 

§ 136 Psalm cxii 
Ah Alphabetical Psyjvi 

The praise the greatness and the jvorks of God s iiorsJupper 

A blessing is on them that fear Jehovah, 1 

Blessed is he that hath delight m His commandments, 
Dominion shall be to his seed upon earth 2 

Ever shall the generation of the faithful be blessed. 
Fulness and riches shall be m his house, 3 

Grounded is his righteousness for evei , 

He is merciful, loving and righteous , 4 

In the darkness there ariseth a light for the godly. 
Joyful is he that shew eth favour and lendeth, 5 

Knowledge shall he have to plead his cause 1 
Lo> he shall never be moved, 6 

Memorials of the righteous shall endure for ever, 

Never shall he be afraid of any evil tidings, 7 

On Jehovah he leaneth with a lived heart 
Planted firmly is hif heart, and will not shrml , 8 

Revenged shall he be upon his enemies, 

Scattering abroad, he giveth to the poor, 9 

True and steadfast is his righteousness foi evei, 

Uplifted shall be his horn — with honour, 

Vexation shall seize the ungodly, when he seeth it 10 

With his teeth shall he gnash and consume away. 

Yea, the desire of the ungodly shall perish 

1 1—2 
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§§ 137 3 138 Psalms cxiii cxiv 

I God the deliverer at all times 


Praise Jehovah, 0 ye servants, [Ps cxm] 1 

Praise the name of Jehovah’ 

blessed be the name of Jehovah, 2 

from this time forth for eveimore’ 
from the rising up of the sun unto the going down of the same, 3 
the name of Jehovah be praised ’ 

Jehovah is high above all nations, 4 

and His gloiy above the heavens’ 
who is like unto Jehovah, our God, 5 

that hath His throne on high, 

and yet humbleth flunself to behold 6 

the things that are m heaven and m earth? 
who taketh up the lowly out of the dust, 7 

and lifteth the poor out of the mire, 
that He may set him to rule with the princes, 8 

even with the princes of His people. 

He setteth the banen woman to rule over the house, 9 
and to be a joyful mother of children 

II and especially of Israel front Egypt 

When Israel came out of Egypt, [Ps cxiv] 1 

and the house of Jacob from among the strange people, ^ 
Judah was His sanctuary 2 

and Israel His dominion 

the sea saw that and fled, 3 

Jordan was dnven back, 

the mountains skipped like rams, 4 

and the little hills like young sheep*> 

What aileth thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest , 5 

and thou, Jordan, that thou wast dnven back? 
ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams <5 

and ye little hills, like young sheep? 
tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, 7 

at the presence of the God of Jacob 
who turned the haid rock into a standing water, 8 

and the flint stone into a spnngmg well 
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§ 139 Psalm cxvix 

The praise of Jehovah 

Praise Jehovah, all ye peoples, 

magnify Him, all ye nation^ of the earth ’ 
for His merciful kindness is ever towards us, 
and the truth of Jehovah enduieth for ever 
Piaise Jehovah’ 

§ 14:0 PS\LM LXXXVI 

I Prayer to God vho will help for He is good 


Bow down Thine ear, O Jehovah, and hear me, i 

for I am poor and m misery’ 
preserve Thou my soul, for I am holy, 
my God, save Thy servant, 
that putteth His trust m Thee’ 
be meiciful unto me, O Lord, 3 

for I will call daily upon Thee, 
comfort the soul of Thy servant, 4 

for unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul’ 
for Thou, O Lord, art good and gracious, 5 

and of great mercy unto all them that call upon Thee 

II He can kelp for He ruleth over the natiotis 
Give ear, O Jehovah, unto my prayer, 6 


ponder the voice of my humble desires, 
in' the time of my trouble I will call upon Thee, 7 

for Thou wilt hear me’ 

among the gods there is none like unto Thee, O Lord, 8 
there is not one that can do as Thou doest, 
all nations, whom Thou hast made, 9 

shall come and worship Thee, O Loid, 
and shall glorify ^ftiy name , 

for Thou art great and doest wondrous things, 10 

Thou, O God, and Thou alone 

III t/u Psalmist Mill e~er Mall m Hu vays 

Teach me Thy way, O Jehovah, if 

and I will walk m Thy tiuth, 

O knit my heait unto 1 hee, that I may fear Ihy Name’ 
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I will thank Thee, 0 Lord my God, with all my heart, 12 
and will praise Thy Name for evermore, 
foi great is Thy mercy toward me, 13 

Thou hast delivered my soul from the depths of the grave 

and will ever trust Him m danger 
r 

O God’ the proud are risen against me, 14 

and. the company of violent men seek aftei my soul, 
and have not set Thee before their eyes, 
but Thou, Loid, art a God full of compassion and mercy, 15 
long suffering plenteous m goodness and truth 

0 turn Thee unto me and have mercy upon me, 16 

give Thy servant Thy strength, 

and help the son of Thine handmaid’ 
shew come token upon me for good, 17 

that they who hate me may see it and be ashamed, 
because Thou, O Jehovah, hast holpen me and comforted me 

§ 141 Psalm cxliii 

I A prayer to God m time of suffemig 
c 

Hear my piayei, O Jehovah, and consider my desne, 1 
hearken unto me for Thy truth and righteousness’ sake, 
and enter not into judgment with Thy servant, 2 

foi m Thy sight shall no man living be justified, 
for the enemy hath peisecuted my soul, 3 

he hath smitten my life down to the ground, 
he hath laid me m the darkness, as the men that have 
been long dead, 

therefore is my spirit vexed within me, -4 

and my heart within me is desolate 

II founded on His doings of old 

Yet do I remember the time past, 5 

I muse upon all Thy works, 
yea, I meditate on the works of Thy*hands, 

1 stretch forth my hands unto Thee, 6 

my soul gaspeth unto Thee as a thirsty land, 
heai me, 0 Jehovah, and that soon, for my spirit waxeth faint ' 7 
hide not Thy face from me, 
lest I be lile unto them that go down to the giave’ 
let me hear thy loving kindness betimes, for m Thee is my trust , 8 
shew Thou me the way that I should walk in, 
for I lift up my soul unto Thee’ 
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deliver me, O Jehovah, from mine enemies, 9 

for I flee unto Thee to hide me 1 

III Trust that God •unit hear the prayer of His servant 

Teach me to do the thing that pleaseth Thee, for Thou art my God, 
Thy loving Spirit shall lea# me in a plain path’ [10 
for Thy names sake Thou wilt quicken me, O Jehovah, n 
for Thy righteousness’ sake bring my soul out of trouble, 
and of Thy mercy T^iou wilt slay mine enemies, 12 

and destroy all them that seek mj life, 
for I am Thy stnant 1 

§142 Psalm caliv 
A Comiosiil Psaim 

I J/u praist of God as tlu God 9f Hosts 

Blessed be Jehovah, my stronghold 1 

who teacheth my hands to war, 
and my fingers to fight, 

my hope and my fortress, 2 

my castle and my deliverer, 
mv stfield, m Him do I trust, 
who subdueth the peoples under me, 

Jehovah, what is man that Thou hast such respect unto him, 3 
or the son of man that Thou so legardest him? 


man is like a thing of nought, 4 

his time is like a shadow that passeth away 

II A prayer for deliverance 

Bow lhy heavens, O Jehovah, and come down, 5 

touch the mountains, and they shall smoke, 
cast forth Thy lightnings and teai them 6 

shoot out Thine ariows and consume them, 
send down Ihme hand from above 7 

deliver me and take me out of the gieat waters, 
from the hand of a strange people, 
whose mouth talketh of vanity, 8 


and their right hand is a right hand of falsehood T 
III is He has deli tr d Din l 
I will sing a new song unto lhcc, O God, 

and smg praises unto lhee upon a ten stimged lute 1 


9 
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who givest victory unto kings, io 

and hast delivered David Thy servant from the peril of 
the sword, 

take me and deliver me fiom the hand of a strange people, ri 
whose mouth talketh of vanity, 
and their light hand is st right hand of falsehood 

XV and for a restoration of the Davidic era 

Our sons aie as plants, that shoot up lif their youth, 12 
our daughteis are as pillars, yea as polished columns 
of a palace, 

our gamers are full and plenteous with all mannei of store, 13 
our sheep bring forth thousands and ten thousands m 
our fields, 

oui cattle aie big with young, and no untimely birth, 14 
no going forth tcfcwar, and no complaining in our streets , — 

happy are the people that are in such a case , 15 

yea, blessed are the people, who have Jehovah foi their God’ 


§ 143 Psalm cviii 

A compilation, foimed by combining the last fi\e veises of 
the 57th [cp §52] with the last eight veises of the doth Psalm, 
[cp § r 1], the latter being itself a compilation 


§ 144 Psalm cv 

I The praise of God who hath protected His people 


O give thanks unto Jehovah and call upon His name, 1 
tell the peoples what things He hath done’ 

O let your songs be of Him and praise Him, * 

and let your talking be of all His wondrous works, 
rejoice in His holy name, 3 

let the heart of them lejoice that seek Jehovah , 
seek Jehovah and His strength, 4 

seek His face evermore, 

remember the marvellous works that He hath done, 5 

His wonders and the judgments of His mouth, 

O ye seed of Abiaham His servant, 0 

ye children of Jacob His chosen ’ 
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II in the time of Abraham , of Isaac , of Jacob , 


He is Jehovah, our God, 7 

His judgments are m all the world. 

He hath been alway mindful of His covenant, 8 

of the piomise made to a thousand generations, 
even the covenant that He made with Abraham, 9 

and the oath that He sware unto Isaac, 
and appointed the saijie unto Jacob for a law, 10 

and to Israel for an everlasting covenant, 
saying, untu bull 3 tftbe tfj t IsETitf of Canaan, n 

the lot of gour mljcrttanre T 

when there were yet but a few of them, 12 

and they strangers in the land, 
what time they went from one nation to another, 13 

from one kingdom to another people. 

He suffered no man to do them wrong, 14 

but reproved even kings for their sake , 
taurfj not fHmr anotnteh, 15 

antr ho Mu prophets no fjarm T 

of Joseph 

Moreovei He called for h dearth upon the land, 16 

and destroyed all the provision of bread, 
but He had sent a man before them, 17 

even Joseph, who was sold to be a bond servant, 
whose feet they hurt m the stocks, 18 

the iron entered into his soul, 

until the time that His word came, 19 

the word of Jehovah cleared him, 
the king sent and delivered him, 20 

the prince of the people let him go iree, 
he made him lord of his house, *1 

and ruler of all his substance, 

that he might bind feis pnnces to his pleasure 22 

and teach his senators wisdom, 

of Moses ttt Egypt , 

so Israel came into Egypt, 23 

and Jacob was a stranger m the land of Ham, 
and He mci eased His people exceedingly, 24 

and made them stronger than their enemies, — 




170 


THE PSALMS 


[PERIOD V 


whose heart He turned, so that they hated His people, 
and dealt untruly with His servants 
then sent He Moses His servant, 

and Aaion whom He had chosen, 
these shewed His signs upon them, 

His wondeis in the land*of Ham 
He sent darkness, and it was dark, 

airl they weie not obedient unto His word, 

He turned the waters into blood, 
and slew their fi«,h, 
then land brought foith frogs, 

yea, even m the 1 mg’s chambers , 

He spake the word, and there came all manner of flies, 
and lice m all their quarteis, 

He gave them hailstones foi ram, 
and flames of fhe m their land, 

He smote their vindl also and fig trees, 

and destroyed the trees that weie m then coasts, 
He spake the word, and the giasshoppers came, 
and cateipillais mnumeiable, 
and did eat up all the grass m their land, 
and devoured the fruit of their ground, 
and smote all the first bom m their knd, 
even the chief of all their strength. 

He brought them forth also with silver and gold, 

there was not one feeble person among His tubes, 
Egypt was glad at their departing, 
for they were afraid of them , 


25 

26 

* 1 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 


35 

36 

37 


and m the •wilderness 

He spiead out a cloud to be a covering, 38 

and fire to give light m the mghtseason, 
at their desne He brought quails, 39 

and He filled them with the biead of heaven. 

He opened the rock of stone, and the waters flowed out, 40 
so that rrvers ran m the dry places 
for why? He remembered His holy promise, 41 

and Abraham His servant, 

and gave them Canaan 

so He brought forth His people with joy, 42 

and His chosen with gladness 

and gave them the lands of the heathen, 43 


and they took the labours of the peoples m possession, 
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on the condition that they kept His covenant 
if only they would keep His statutes, *4 

and observe His law 

§ 145 Psalm cxxxv 
A Song of Praise 

The gmatness oj God in creation 


O piaise ye the name of Jehovah, 1 

praise it, ye servants of Jehovah, 
ye that stand m the house of Jehovah, 2 

in the courts of the house of our God* 

O praise Jehovah, foi Jehovah is gmcious, 3 

O smg praises unto His name, loi it is lovely’ 
for why? Jehovah hath chosen Jacob untotHimsclf, 4 

and Israel for His own possession, 
foi I know that Jehovah is great, 5 

and that our God is above all gods, 
whatsoevei Jehovah pleaseth, that He daeth 6 

m heaven and 111 earth, 

m the sea and 111 al\ deep places , 


He causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the eaith, 7 
He sendeth forth lightnings with the ram, 

He bnngeth the wind out of His treasures, 

and m His doings for His people 

He smote the fiist born of Egypt, 8 

• both of man and bea&t, 

He sent tokens and wondeis into the midst of thee O thou 9 
land of Egypt, 

upon Pharaoh, and all his servants, 


He smote diveis nations 10 

and slew many kings, — 

Sihon king of the Aaaontes and Og the king of Lasan, j r 
and all the kingdoms of Canaan, 
and gave then land to be an hentagc, 12 

e\en an heritage unto Israel His people, 

Thy name, O Jehovah, endurcth fot ever, 13 

so doth Thy memoml, O Jehovah, from one generation 
to another, 

for Jehovah will judge His people, 14 

and be gracious unto His servants 
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contrasted with the vanity 0/ idols 

As foi the images of the heathen, they are but silver and gold, 15 


the work of men’s hands, 

they have mouths, and speak not, 16 

eyes have they but they see not, 
they have ears, and yet they r hear not, 17 

neithei i» there any breath m then mouths 
they that make them shall be like unto them, if 

and so shall all they that put then** trust m them* 

Praise Jehovah, ye house of Israel, 19 

piaise Jehovah, ye house of Aaron, 
praise Jehovah, ye house of Leu, 20 

praise Jehovah, ye that fear Jehovah, 
praised out of Sion be Jehovah, 2r 

who dwelleth at Jerusalem 


§ 146 Psalm cxxxvi 

A song of thanksgiving 

O give thanks unto Jehovah, for He is gracious, 1 

for His met cy endureth for evei 1 
O give thanks unto the God of all gods, 2 

for His meicy endureth for evt f 
O give thanl s unto the Lord of all lords, 3 

for His mercy endureth for ever f 
"Who alone doeth gieat wonders, 4 

for His mercy endureth foi evert 
Who by His excellent wisdon made the heavens, 5 

for Hts meicy endmeth for evert 
Who laid out the earth above the waters, 6 

for His meicy cndui eth foi evert 
Who hath made the gieat lights, 7 

for His mei cy endm eth for ever ' 
the sun to rule the day, 8 

for His mercy endunth for evert ^ 
the moon and the stars to govern the night, 9 

for His mercy endureth for ever f 
Who smote the firstborn of Egypt, 10 

for His meicy endureth for evert 
and brought out Israel from among them, 11 

foi Hts mucy endureth for evti * 
with a mighty hand and stretched out ainj, £2 

for His mercy endureth for evet 1 
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Who divided the Red Sea m two parts, 1^ 

for His in ci cy endureth for cver f 
and made Israel to go through the midst of it, 14 

for His mercy endweth for ever f 
and overthiew Pharaoh and his host m the Red Sea, 15 
for His mercy endweth for ezei f 
Who led His people through the wilderness, 16 

for His mercy endureth foi ever 1 
Who smote great lyings, 17 

for His meicy eiidureth foi evtr f 
yea, and slew mighty lungs, 18 

for His mercy endureth foi evei f 
Sihon king of the Amontes, 19 

for His mercy endweth for ezer r 
and Og the king of Basan, 20 

for His mercy endweth foi ezti 1 
and gave away their land for an heiitagej* 21 

for His meicy endweth for evei 1 
even for an heritage unto IsiaeJ, His servant, 22 

for His mercy endureth for ever 1 
Who remembered us when we weie in trouble, 2 3 

for His meicy endureth for ever 1 
and hatlf delivered us fi*>m our enemies, 24 

for His mercy endweth for ez 1 1 
Who giveth food to all flesh, 25 

for His mercy endureth } or ever 1 
O give thanks unto the God of heaven, 26 

for His mercy endureth for ever f 


§147 Psalm c\lv 
An Alphabeiical Ps^lm 

The fraise of Jehovah for His mercy and faithfulness 
Alway will I magnify Thee, O God, my King, 1 

and praise Thy*name for ever and ever, 

Blessed art Thou every day, 

and praised is Thy name for ever and ever 
Consider how great Jehovah is, He is worthy to be praised, 3 
His greatness past finding out 

Declared are Thy works from one generation to another, 4 
and Thy praise throughout all generations 
E\ery day wall I be talking of Thy worship, 5 

Thy glory, Thy praise and wondrous works. 



[Period V 


iU THE *£$ALMS 


For men shall speak of the might of Thy marvellous acts, 6 
and I will also tell of Thy greatness 
Great is Thy kindness, it shall be had m remembiance, 7 
and men shall sing of Thy righteousness 
How gracious and meiciful is Jehovah, 8 

long suffering and of gitat goodness 1 
Jehovah is loving unto every man, g 

qjid His mercy is over all His woiks 
Known are Thy piaises m Thy woiks <0 Jehovah, io 

and Thy saints give thanks unto Thee 
Lo, they shew the glory of Thy kingdom, i j 

and talk of Thy power, 

Making Thy power and the mightiness of Thy kingdom 1* 
to be known unto men 

Never shall Ihy kingdom be moved, 13 

and Thy dominion endureth throughout all ages 
0 Jehovah, how trCe art Thou m all Thy dealing, 
how loving in all Thy works 

Piotected of Him are all such as fall 14 

yea, He lifteth up them that are bowed down 
Raise thine eyes unt© Jehovah, 15 

and He shall give thee thy meat m due season. 

Shall He not open His hand, 16 

and fill all things living with plenteousness? 

Trust m Jehovah, His ways are true, 17 

and holy are all His works 

Venly Jehovah is mgh unto all them that call upon Him, 18 
yea, unto all such as call upon Him faithfully 
Whoso fear Him — He will hear their desire, ^9 

He will hear their cry and will help them 
Yea, Jehovah preserveth all them that love Him, '•>0 

but scattered! abroad all the ungodly 
Zealously shall my moutii speak the praise of Jehovah, 21 
and let all flesh give thanks unto His holy name for e\ ei 
and ever 

§ 148 , Psalm cxlvi 

I Fite wtakness of kings 

Praise Jehovah, O my soul! 1 

while I live will I praise Jehovah, 

yea, as long as I have any being, I will sing praises 
unto my God. 
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O put not your tiust m princes, i 

nor m any child of man, for theie is no help m him 
for, when his breath goeth foith, he shall turn again to his earth, 3 
and then all his thoughts pensh f 

II the g wattless 

Blessed is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, 
and whose hope is m Jehovah his God, 
who made heaven and earth, 

the sea, and all that therein is, 
who keepeth His promise for ever, 
who helpeth them to right that suffer wiong, 
who feedeth the hungry 

III and goodn ss of God 


Jehovah looseth men out of prison, 7 

Jehovah giveth sight unto the blind, 

Jehovah helpeth them that are fallen, S 

Jehovah loveth the righteous, 

Jehovah careth for the strangers, ^ 9 

He defendeth the fatherless and widow , 
as fertile way of the ungodly, he turneth it upside down 
Jehovah shall be King for evermore, ro 

Thy God, O Sion, throughout all generations 


§149 Psalm cxlvii 

I The praise of Cod for rebuilding the city 


O praise Jehovah , r 

for it is a good and pleasant thing to sing praises unto oui God, 
yea, a joyful and pleasant thing it is to be thankful 1 
Jehovah doth build up Jerusalem, c 

and gather together the outcasts of Israel , 

He healeth those tnat are broken in heart, 3 

and bindeth up their wounds, 

He telleth the number of the stars • 4 

and calieth them all by their names, 
great is our Lord and great is His power, 5 

yea, and His wisdom is infinite, 

Jehovah setteth up the meek, b 

and bringeth the ungodly down to the ground 1 
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II for His wo?/s of creation 

0 sing unto Jehovah with thanksgiving, 7 

sing praises upon the harp unto our God* 
who covereth the heaven with clouds, 8 

who prepareth rain for the eaith, 

who mal eth grass to gr?>w upon the mountains, 
who giveth fodder unto the cattle, 9 

a*d feedeth the young ravens that call upon Him, 

He hath no pleasure m the strength of*an horse, 10 

neither delighteth He in any man’s legs, 
but Jehovah’s delight is in them that fear Him, ti 

and put their trust m His mercy’ 

III and for the restoration of it ion 

Piaise Jehovah, O Jerusalem 12 

praise thy Goc£ O Sion, 

for He hath made last the bars of thy gates, 13 

and hath blessed thy children within thee * 

He maketh peace m thy holders, 14 

and filleth thee >vith the floui of wheat , 

He sendeth forth His commandment uDon earth, 15 

and His word runneth very swiftly, 

He giveth snow like wool, 16 

and scattereth the hoar frost like ashes , 

He casteth foith His ice like morsels, 17 

who is able to abide His frost? 

He sendeth out His word, and melteth them, r8 

He bloweth with His wind, and the waters flow' 

He sheweth His word unto Jacob, -.1*9 

His statutes and ordinances unto Israel, 

He hath not dealt so with any nation, 20 

neither have the heathen knowledge of His laws 

§ 150 Psalm xxxijj 

A call to praise God , 

Rejoice in Jehovah, O ye righteous, 1 

for it becometh well the just to be thankful* 
praise Jehovah with the harp, 2 

sing praise^ to Him with the ten stringed lute * 
smg unto Him a new song, 

play skilfully with a loud nciset 


3 
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I because He is the Gad who made and ktej>eth the universe 

For the word of Jehovah is tiue, 4 

and all His woiks aie faithful , 

He loveth righteousness and judgment, a 

the earth is full of the goodness of Jehovah, 
by the word of Jehovah were the heavens made, 6 

and all the host of them by the breath of His mqjith , 
He gatheied the wateiaof the sea together, as it weie m a bottle, 7 
and laid up the deep as m a tieasure house, 
let all the eaith fear Jeho\ah, 8 

stand m awe of Him, all ye that dwell 111 the woild ? 
foi He spake, and it was done, 9 

He commanded, and it stood fast 
Jehovah brmgeth the counsel of the heathen to nought, 10 
and maketh the devices of the peoples to be of none effect , 
the counsel of Jehovah shall endure for ef er, 1 1 

and the thoughts of His heart from generation to generation 

II and hath bltssed Hu, Isnel 

Blessed is the nation whose God is Jehovah, 12 

and blessed aie the folk that He hath chosen to Hun 
to be His inheritance’ 

Jeho\ah looked down from hea\en, 13 

and beheld all the children of men, 
from the habitation of His dwelling 

He considereth all them that dwell on the eaith, 

He fashioneth all the hearts of them, 14 

* and understandeth all their works 
theie is no king that can be sa\ ed by the multitude of an host, 15 
neither is any mighty man ddiveied by much stiength, 
a horse is counted but a \am thing to save a man, 16 

neither shall he deliver any man by his great strength , 
behold, the eje of Jehovah is upon them that feai Him, 17 
upon them that«iiope m His mercy, 
to deliver their soul horn death, 18 

and to feed them m the time of dearth 
Oui soul tameth patiently for Jehovah, T9 

He is our help and our shield, 
for our heart rejoiceth 111 Him, 20 

because we have hoped in His holy name, 
let Thy meiciful kindness, O Jehovah, be upon us, 21 

like as we do put our tiust in Thee 


12 
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§ 151 Psalm cxlix 

I Praise io GoS. 


0 sing unto Jehovah a new song, 

let the congregation of saints praise Him’ 
let Israel rejoice m Him that made him, 2 

and let the childien of Sion be joyful 111 their king, 
let them piaise His name 111 the dance 01 3 

let them sing piaises unto Him with tabret and Imp 1 

II who hath given His people vtcioiy over their enemie 

For Jehovah hath pleasuie in His people, 4 

He maketh glad the poor with victory, 
let the saints be joyful with glory, 5 

let them iejoice»m their beds, 

let the praise of God be m their mouth, 6 

and a two edged sword in their hands 

III and yjill avenge them on the heathen 

to be avenged of the heathen, 7 

and to rebuke the peoples, 

to bind their kings with chains, 8 

and their nobles with links of non, 
that, as it is written, they may be avenged of them 9 

such honour have all His saints 


§ 152 Psalm cxlviii 

I The praise of the Creator due from all in heaven , 


O praise Jehovah fiom the heavens, 1 

praise Hun m the heights , 

praise Him, all ye angels of His, 2 

piaise Him, all His host, 

praise Him, sun and moon, 3 

praise Him, all ye stars and light, 
praise Him, ye heavens of heavens, 4 

and ye waters that are above the heavens, 
let them piaise the name of Jehovah, 5 

foi He commanded, and they were cieated, 

He hath made them fast foi ever and ever, 6 


He hath given them a law which shall not be bioken 1 
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XI tn earth 

Piaise Jehovah fiom the earth, 7 

ye dragons and all deeps, 

fire and hail, snow and ice, 8 

wind and stoim fulfilling H^s word, 
mountains and all hills, 9 

fruitful trees and all cedars, 

beasts and all cattle, io 

worms and featheied fowh , 

lungs of the earth and all peoples, ir 

princes and all judges of the woild, 
young men and maidens, x** 

old men and children, 

III and fr m His /u oJ>l 

let them piaise the name of Jehovah, 
for His name only is excellent, 

and His praise abo\e heaven and eaith, 
and He hath exalted the horn of His people, i D 

all His saints praise Him, 

even the childien of Isiael, even the peopie that serveth Him f 

§ 153 Psalm cl 

Piaise God m His sanctuary, i 

praise Him m the firmament of His powei ’ 
praise Him m His noble acts, 2 

• piaise Him according to His excellent gieatness’ 
praise Him m the sound of the trumpet, 3 

praise Him upon the lute and harp ’ 
piaise Him m the cymbals and dances, 4 

praise Him upon the loud cymbals 1 
let everything that hath breath praise Jehovah’ 


END OF I HI* PSALMS 
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NOTES 


PERIOD I The Psalms of David §§ 1—20 

§ 1 Psalm xl. History David pursued by Saul cp x Sam xvm. 
9 ti xix x, xi xxu 23 xxm 12 19 xxvi 2 20 xxvu 1 

Vv x — 3 The three utterances m vv x 2 and 3 are disconnected sug 
gestions of despair from Davids friends which he answered with the words 
In Jehovah put I my trust ' 

Ver 1 unto your hill 1 e so as to be safe froft. the snare of the fovler, 
who sets his nets on the plain a proverbial expression the image is con 
turned in ver 2 Cp §90 cxxiv 6 

Ver 3 the foundations 1 e of social order meaning the eternal principles 
of right and wrong upon which society is based gp & 38 Ixxv 3, 4 

Ver 6 trieth 1 e proveth Faith is perfected by trial Cp James 1 12 

Ver 7 The ungodly axe represented (x) as overwhelmed 'ey fire from 
heaven (cj> Gen xix 24 §ftvm 12, 13) and (2) as compelled to drmk in 
fiery heat 1 e the deadly air of the Simoom 

§ 2 Psalm vii Htstory David s open dealing with Saul does not 
protect him from the treachery of the King’s agents cp 1 Sam xxiv 4 
xxvi 7 

Ver 2 he the change from plural to singular points to a special enemy 
gwiio if tradition be true was Cush, a Benjamite probably an adherent of 
Saul the Benjamite king 

Ver 5 honour , 1 e my dignity of soul or life the noblest part of my 
being his honour or glory is a favourite idea with David cp § 14 m 3 
§X2 xvm 43—48 2 Sam vi 21 and glory % 52 lvn 9 

Ver 6 stand up— judgment The Psalmist appeals to God to come 
down from heaven and hold a solemn judgment upon earth where amidst the 
assembled tribes the mtlgnty of His Anointed may be proved Cp x Sam 
xvi xx command judgment 1 e order the trial to proceed 

Ver 7 on high The Psalmist in a vision sees God leaving the judgment 
seat and returning to heaven 

Ver 9. stabhsh thou the just The Psalmist passes in imagination from 
the close of the judgment to die execution of the sentence and m the thought 
of the eternity of God s justice, the storm of passion is lulled to rest. 

Ver 10 reins See Gloss -y 

Ver xx shield the natural symbol of David s warnor life m the wilder 
ness with God i e kept m the armoury of God 
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Ver 12 angry fe with the wicked which the Bible Vers on supplies 

Ver 13 he 1 e mine enemy 

Ver 14. arrows o/Jire Cp Eph vi 16 fiery darts a metaphor from 
arrows tipped with blazing tow used m sieges. 

§ 3 — 5 Psalms XXiV XV Ci History The establishment of 
Davids kingdom the capture of Jehus the triumphal entry of the Ark from 
kirjath jearim and the consecration of the house of David David had lived 
for seven years as king of the two tribes at Hebron now on the death of 
Ishbosh£th he was called by the voice of the whole nation to be king of 
Israel He fixed on the stronghold of Jebus for hi»>capitaL It was forthwith 
taken by Joab from the Jebusitesand became from that day the city of David 

§3 Psalm XXIV 7 — 10 Structure The 24th Psalm contains m 
itself two distinct Psalms of which vv 1—6 form the one w 7—10 the other 
The order of these two is inverted because w 1—6 describe a time when Sion 
was already the hill of Jehovak and the place was already holy and are 
therefore historically subsequent to vv 7—10 which describe the first maugu 
ration of Sion as a holy hill 

History David s fiA thought was to fetch the Ark from its exile at 
Kirjath jeanm The first attempt to move it was unsuccessful cp 2 Sam 
vi 2 This was the second and was made by David himself, who led up the 
procession as priest and king These verses of the Psalm were sung at the 
triumphal entry of the Ark^nto the newly conquered fortress (2 Sam vi ) 

Ver 7 gates Ihe old doors are to become young and to rise to a 
greater height in honour of the new King Cp Prov xvu 19 Ihe height 
of the gates expressed the dignity of the King /or whom they were^repared. 
Hence the Eastern custom of building gates of extraordinary height 

§4 Psalm XXIV 1—6 History The fame and grandeur of the Holy 
Place had attracted crowds of worshippers and this Psalm teaches the lesson 
that the only true worshipper is he who is pure in heart and life and that 
such and such only will receive the blessing of God 

The sentiment, if not the actual language of the whole Psalm, is repeated 
m Isaiah xxxm. 15 — 16 at a time when the Holy City was in peril frdhi 
Sennacherib 

He that walketh righteously and speaketh uprightly 
he that despiseth the gam of oppressions 
that shaketh his hands from the holding of bribes 
that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, 
and shutteth his eyes from seeing ^yil 
he shall dwell on high 

his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks 
bread shall be given him, 
his waters shall be sure 

Ver 1 comfass The Hebrews regarded the earth as a plane surroimded 
by the ocean stream Cp Prov vui 27 29 

Ver 2 founded— holdeth Water was every where beneath the earth, 
as rivers and springs shewed The mountains were the pillars that held it m 
its place Cp Job xxvi n §146 cxxxvi 6 Gen i 2 9 10 
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Ver 3. hill of Jehovah le Sion 

Ver 4 to dec cue 1 e with the intention of deceiving Cp §5 xv 
5 note 

Ver s blissing Right and health [1 e prosperity]* righteousness and 
blessing are often coupled together, as the reward bestowed upon the righteous 
by God. 

Righteousness and blessing are indissolubly connected God alone is truly 
righteous therefore He alone is truly blessed but every man who approaches 
God may receive a part of His righteousness and this divine righteousness 
will bear its appropriate fruit in an increase of the divine blessn^f hence 
righteousness is often use* for what we should call the fruits of righteousness 
that is health or blessing Cp § 25 xxm 3 § 69 xxu 32 and especially 
§123 cxxxu 9 and 17 also § 115 lxvii 2 Ps xlu n (Bible Version) Isaiah 
lvui 8 Jer xxx 17 

Ver 6 Jacob a poetical name for the people of Israel cp §119 xliv 
5 note 

§ 5 Psalm XV History By this second description of the true wor 
shipper David rebukes all superstitious feelings to which the new worship may 
have given rise Ihis Psalm teaches the great lepton that sanctity of life and 
truth of heart are the only essentials of spiritual religion 

Ver 1 holy hill 1 e Sion 

Ver 5 sworn— and changttli not> 1 e who abides by his oath even when 
he percen es that he has sworn to his own hurt 

§ 6 Psalm Cl History The ode of inauguration celebrating the Sion 
as the seat of David and thelfl welling of Jehovah David was engaged in the 
task of ordering his household 

Ver 1 mercy le lhy mercy He selects the two attributes of God as 
King which His vicegerent is most bound to imitate 

Ver 2 The cry When wilt Thou come unto me 9 is at the same time a 
prayer and though parenthetical expresses the main thought of the psalm 
The coming of God here prayed for is not outward or visible by an outward 
Sign, as m 2 Sam. vi 7 but rather God s spiritual presence as in Gen xx 3 
and Exodus xx 18 — 24. David s continual hope and prayer is that Jehovah 
may come and abide with him always and this abiding presence he can only 
win by striving to be like him 

Ver 3 house The king s house in an Eastern monarchy included the 
government of his army and the administration of justice 

Ver 4 set before mine eyes 1 e I will have no unworthy aim 

Ver 6 slandereM— proud Compare Prov vi 17 18 xxi 4 xxvm 
25 Pride is coupled with slander because both have their root m self seeking 

Ver 11 every morning Ihe morning was the time for administering 
justice Cp Jer xxi 12 execute judgment m the morning and '’Sam xv 2 

§7 — 9 Psalms xxix xix viii. History Psalms of Nature Davids 
shepherd life on the hill sides of Judah had given him experience such as 
none other had, of God $ creation See 1 Sam xvi 19 xvu. 15 34—36 
Cp. Br» \vmng* s Saul 
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§7 Psalm astr. Subject The Hebrews believed that God s unme 
diate presence was revealed m the thunderstorm the clouds are His chariot 
the lightning is the fire of His nostrils if He do but touch the hills, they shall 
smoke. Under this image they pictured to themselves God s greatest judg 
ments Cp Is xxx 27—30. 

Structure The closest examination of this Psalm only reveals more 
strikingly the perfection of its structure It has the regular form of the paean 
or triumphal ode and is divided into three members 

I The Prelude m which the Psalmist calls on the angels round the 
throne td^do homage to Jehovah when He shall reveal HimSelf in thunder 
and lightning to the world 

II The Body of the Psalm, in three equal strophes each of five line 1 ; 
marking the successive stages of the storm xst its distant gathering the 
low faint muttering of the thunder m the far off unapproachable realms of 
sky 2nd its sudden advance seizing the mountains and crushing the cedars 
then, m the 3rd, it passes on and spreads over the plain and dies away thus 
making the whole universe to tremble from sky to earth from Lebanon m the 
north to the wilderness of Kadesh m the soufh These contain the revela 
tions of Jehovah to man issued like royal mandates m peals of thunder 

Nay more each of theSe strophes is itself divided into five lines, and each 
line begins with a fresh burst of the storm 

In strophe 1 we have in the first line the distant muttering of the thunder 
the peal becomes louder and clearer m lines 2 and 3 and in lines 4 and 5 
rings with ever increasing and more continuous roll, the voice of Jehovah 
through the world. 

In strophe 2 the storm falls with its crashing power on the cedars |Jien with 
bounding speed upon the mountains themselves making them to skip like 
buffaloes and it ends with the flashing of the forked lightning 

In strophe 3 we have the same structure the sound of Jehovah making the 
wilderness to tremble, sweeping m jubilant might from Lebanon to Kadesh 
bowing the very beasts in the throes of labour, while the hurricane stnps the 
forest of its leaves, till it is hushed and lost in the diapason, which through all 
the world telleth of His glory 

III The Conclusion that men may learn the protecting love of J ehovalf 
who though He sitteth a King above the waters of heaven shall give strength 
unto His people and the blessing of peace 

Ver 1 Give 1 e ascribe sons of God, 1 e celestial beings spoken of m 
Scripture as forming the court in Heaven Cp Job 1 6 xxxvm 7 

Ver e name le not merely the title of God but what He is, as revealed 
not only m His dealings with man but also m the works of Nature, which 
are the subject of this Psalm. Cp §48 hv 1 and note holy apparel, ne as 
for the solemn day of God s revealing Himself m thunder to man 

Ver 3 Hark! Jehovah^ literally the voice of Jehovah or Jehovah re 
vealed m thunder waters — wa ierjleods, 1 e above the waters m the heavens 
Cp the description of the thunderstorm Jer x. 13, and §12 xvm xi 

Ver 6- Lebanon — S znon, 1 e the mountains of the North Sznon is the 
Sidowan name of Hermon Cp Deut 111 9 

Ver 7 Kadesh 1 e the wilderness of the South Cp §38 Ixxv 7 
Ver 8 palace t le m heaven. Cp §x xi 4 §12 xvm 6 Micah 1 2 




§ 8 , 9 ] 


NOTES 


185 


shouteth glory Cp Isaiah vi 3 And the Seraphim€ried one with another 
and said Holy, Holy Holy is Jehovah God of Hosts His glory the fulness 
of the earth 

§8 Psalm six. Subject The praise of Jehovah in the Firmament 
and m the Law Cp §7—9 p 183 

Structure The first six verses are, ^ke the 29th Psalm a Psalm of nature 
This is a fragment of a Psalm by David cp note on ver 6 The remaining 
verses, beginning with ‘The law of Jehovah belong to the period after the 
finding oi the law m Josiah s reign {2 Kings xxn 8) Observe the deference 
of structure * the lyric movement of the first part the didactic regularity 
and repetition of the second 

Ver a day — night 1 e day with its sun and night with its moon and 
stars hand down to the days and nights which follow their testimony to the 
glory of the Creator 

Ver 5 tabernacle The sun has qjtched his tent m the heavens at the 
end of the wtn Id the western horizon in which after his daily journey he sinks 
to rest 

Ver 6 The train of thought in w 1—6 is manifestly incomplete the 
idea of v 2 is not earned out we are not told, as w? should expect after v 6 
how the night teaches the glory of God We see from §9 vm 3 The moon 
and the stars which Thou hast ordained that the night also teaches His glory 
differently perhaps but not less powerfully and this suggests the idea that 
some such beautiful words are lost after v 6 of thi% Psalm The construction 
of the strophe leads us to the same conclusion that four lines are lost, which 
would suffice for the expiession of the missing sense 

Ver 8* giveth light unto*tke eyes 1 e of the understanding The expres 
sion m § 27 xm 3 and Ezra ix. 8 means giving light to eyes growing dim from 
sorrow But here the Psalmist is speaking of the teaching and commandments 
of Jehovah 

Ver 9 clean 1 e from error 

Ver 12 ivist not of Cp Lev v 2 — 4 

Ver 13 presumptuous men It was no easy task in those times to keep 
fret from the seduction or constraint of the great men who inclined to hea 
themsm Hence the frequent prayers of later Psalmists for strength §48 
hv x — 3 §4* exh 4 they felt that it was only by escaping this temptation 
they could avoid great transgression and that unconscious breaches of the law 
were more pardonable than a conscious leaning towards the ways of the hea 
then Ibis fear of falling away into heathenish ways increased still more 
when the newly built Jerusalem was actually under the dominion of the hea 
then, §92 exxv 3 

§ 9 Pff a.lm Till Subject The praise of Jehovah m the creation of 
man Cp Gen 1 26 27 

Ver 2 vtouth of babes— still the enemy The proof of mans heavenly 
origin is sought in the purity of his infancy In this praise of God from babe? 
and sucklings the Psalmist finds an argument to silence the noisy clamour of 
those who rebel against God Compare H Vaughan in the Retreat (Golden 
Treasury p 63), and Wordsworth s great Ode on intimations of Immortality 
from recollections of early childhood (Golden Treasury P- 3 01 ) 
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Vv 4 s What » man — madest him a little lower than God The sense 
of man s weakness arising from the contemplation of God s omnipotence leads 
the Psalmist to the expression of the dignity which God had given to man by 
creating him in His own image This living connection of man with God is 
the source of human dignity and though man is physically as nothing m 
presence of God s stupendous power, yet he possesses m the presence of God 
m his soul a source of spiritual powe® which raises him above all creation and 
affiliates him to the Divme Cp Gen l 26 

§§ 3 D — 12 Psalms CX lx. XVU1 History Davids great wars 
against the heathen 2 Sam vm 1- 4 * 

§ 10 Psalm CX Ver i my lord 1 e the king Cp 1 Sam xxu 12 
sit thou on My right hand Jehovah is descnbed as driving to the battle m 
HiS chariot of war w th the king as His earthly vicegerent seated at His side 
t or a similar picture of God s leadership of the Israelite host, cp §119 
xhv o 2 Sam. v 24 and Deut. ix 3 Judg iv 14 Isa. In 12 &c 

Ver 3 free will offering 1 e are ready to sacrifice themselves for the 
cause holy array , 1 el* their armour m which they were decked as if for 
sacrifice Literally m holy array from the wontb of tke morning thou 
hast the dew of thy youth Youth is used m the collective sense of youth 
ful warriors There are two prominent ideas m the metaphor of the dew 
(1) its numberless drops (2) its refreshing influence 

The king need have no anxiety about the insufficiency of his force the 
troops so far from dwindling away or being scattered from him will take their 
stand in numbers on the morning of the battle^armed and eager fc^ the fight 
a sight as refreshing to his eyes as dew drops to the parched ground 

Ver 4 The transition is Thou who hast been a warrior art now a priest 
as well The union of priesthood and kingship m David was more complete 
than m any other sovereign of Judah At the election of Saul the two offices 
were entirely distinct and Saul s attempted usurpation of the priestly functions 
was severely rebuked and punished 1 Sam xm g This possibly was not 
without effect in causing the massacre of the priests at Nob certainly after 
the massacre the hopes of the priesthood were centred in David, as their jJtd 
tector and future king Cp 1 Sam xxm 691 Chron xn 27 After this 
David was recognised as the head of the pnesthood offered sacrifices, 2 Sam 
vi 14—18 and delivered the priestly benediction. So also Solomon 2 Chron 
vi 3 Though the offices were never subsequently separated in the popular 
mind there was occasionly strong antagonism between them as in the of 
Uzziah See Biblical Dictionary articles David and Priest and the 
larger edition of this work r 

For ever, an unlimited time of which the prophet does not see or wish 
to see the end cp the common wish ‘May the king live for ever 1 Xmgg 
1 31 &c Cp also, §22 xxi 4 §23 xlv 3 1 49. lxi 7 Prov xxix 14, &c 
order , ue manner Thou art a pnest king as Melchisedek was 

Ver 6 smiteth heads m sunder over a wide country The Psalmist thus 
describes the appalling appearance of the field after the utter destruction of 
the kings* the signs of which are seen throughout the whole course of the 
pursuit Cp 2 Sam vm 13 




§§11, 12] N6TES Sy 

Ver 7 he> that is the king * the change from thM to he is significant 
such transitions from the second to the third person are characteristic of the 
Hebrew manner of conquering emotion cp §21 xx v 9 The king is not 
to lose the fruits of victory by thirst or weariness under the Eastern sun his 
head shall not droop, Tor the brook which he passes on the borders shall 
sustain him as he dnves his foe far beyond the limits of the land For the 
need compare how David longed in the heat for the water of the well of Beth 
lehem (2 Sam xxm. 15) how Jonathan and the people were ‘famt and dis 
tressed in the pursuit from Michmash (x Sam xiv 24 29 30 31) how Gideon 
was faint, yet pursuing Judges vm 4 and how the people had murmured 
of old on account of the terrible thirst m the wilderness (Ex xv 22), till they 
too were relieved by the sustaining brook of Massah (Ex xvn 6) This last 
short strophe depicts as it were the calm after the storm when the Psalmist 
sees clearly in faith the battle ended and the good irresistibly triumphant 

§ 11 Psalm lX. 6—8 History • A Psalm of David When he strove 
with Aram of the two rivers [the Syrians of Mesopotamia] and with Aram of 
Zobah when Joab returned and smote of Edom in the valley of Salt twelve 
thousand Cp Appendix B 

Structure This Oracle was especially treasured by the Jews and is 
found inserted in two Psalms the 60th and the 108th (§ 125 and § 143) written 
at times when the comfort of such promises was greatly needed 

Ver 6 Let me rejoice These words are spoken by the Psalmist. She 
chem and Succoth as ancient towns on either siae of Jordan stand for the 
whole of Canaan which God will mete out for Himself, so that no enemy can 
take it, 

Ver 7 Gilead and Mcmasseh are Mi'te Fphraim is My helmet Judah 
is My sceptre— but as for My enemies Moah shall be My waskpot Edom 
shall acknowledge Me conqueror and Pkilistia shall bewail her defeat 

Ver 8 The ignominious vassalage of Moab and Edom is depicted under 
the image (1) of the washpot in which the conqueror returning in triumph 
washed off the sweat of battle and (2) of the ground on which [some say 
tji§ slave to whom] he flung his sandals over Phihstza will I triumph so 
it runs m the later version of this oracle which is incorporated m the 108th 
Psalm In the earlier version contained in the 60th Psalm it is cry aloud 
because of Me, Philistia, 1 e probably wail aloud. So the meaning of the 
two expressions is the same See § 125 notes 

§ 12 Psalm xviii History This Psalm as we gather from the con 
elusion of it (vv 36 — 51)® was composed at the close of the forty years during 
which David ruled over Israel. He had captured Jebus (1 Chron xi ) de 
feated the Philistines on the West (2 Sam vm x) the Moabites on the East 
(2 Sam via 2) the Syrians w the North (2 Sam via 3) and the Edomites 
on the South and had further consolidated the empire by the defeat of the 
rebellious Ammonites (2 Sam xi 19) and the conquest of Rabbah (2 Sam 
xii 19) By these conquests the empire was extended from Egypt to Lebanon 
and from the Euphrates to the Mediterranean 

Ver x shield and horn i e the weapons of defence and offence Cp 
§38 lxxv 5 note 
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Ver 3 The stofrn here described is not a real tempest as m the 29th 
Psalm, but an imaginary one in which David depicts Jehovah as descendmg 
with storm and thunder to rescue His beloved king The whole po«*m is 
allegorical By the storm is denoted the eventful and troubled life of David 
by the descent of the Almighty the various interpositions of Providence by 
which he had been raised from the sheepfold to the throne 
Ver 4. chains of hell 1 e the gf ip of death 

Ver 7 pillars The heaven was represented by the Hebrews as resting 
on the ^ills which were its foundation hence called the pillars of heaven 
Cp Job xxvi 11 The pillars of heaven tremble and are astonished at His 
reproof* r 

Ver 8 smoke from His nostrils Cp §7 xxix 6 Hark* Jehovah how 
He flasheth forth the flames of fire * 

Ver 9 bowed the heavens In a thunderstorm the clouds (the pavilion 
of God) often seem to sink and touch the mountains 

Ver 10 chemtb The cherubn? formed the moving throne of God 
Cp Ezek x 1 Behold in the firmament which was above the head of the 
cherubim there appeared as it were a sapphire stone as the appearance of the 
likeness of a throne r 

Ver 11 His pavilion cp §7 xxix 3 Hark » Jehovah is above the 
waters and the note on that Verse 

Ver 12 hailstones Hail was rare m Palestine and so regarded with 
greater awe Cp Joshua x ix 
Ver 14. them 1 e nf enemies 

Ver 19 cc place of liberty is opposed to the narrow abyss m which the 
Psalmist had lam Cp § 57 xxxi 9 Thoujiast not delivered ij*e into the 
hand of the enemy— Thou hast set my feet m a large room 
Ver 20 after , for the meaning of this word see Glossary 
Ver 23 mine iniquity l e the sm which most easily besets me 
Ver 25 shewest thyself That Gods revelation of Himself m the soul 
and in the world depends upon the character of man and that man s concep 
tion of God rises or falls with his moral life is a decree of eternal justice 
The converse of this that our moral nature rises or falls with our conception 
of God is equally true for man must needs assimilate himself to what he 
worships This is well expressed by Professor Kingsley * It makes him at 
last like the fal e God whom he is preaching (for every man at last copies the 
God m whom he believes) dark and deceiving, proud and cruel. 

Ver 30 is tried and standeth the test 

Ver 32 cleared my way 1 e let nothing hinder me m my march against 
mine enemies 

Ver 33 high places The armies of the Israelites consisted entirely of 
infantry at this time and the possession of the heights secured the possession 
of the country 

^ er 35 Spaciousness ue Thou stoopest to make me great 

Ver 44 whom I knew not 1 e a foreign nation 

Ver 49 the violent man 1 e the kings of the heathen. 
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§ 13 Psalm xxxii. History The occasion o^this Psalm is to be 
sought m the history of Bathsheba (2 Sam xxn ) 

Ver 2 self deceiving^ 1 e does not try to stifle the voice of conscience or 
trifle with its verdicts 

Ver 4 moisture descnbes the fever of anguish arising from Gods dis 
pleasure Cp Job xxx 30, my skin is black upon me, and my bones are 
burnt with heat 

Ver 6 forgavest , 1 e Thou didst wash out the guilt of my sin 

Ver xo horse and mule For this metaphor cp Prov xxvi 3^ a whip 
for the horse a bndle for the ass a rod for the fool s back The lesson here 
conveyed is that God haf made us free if we use our freedom aright In 
the case of repentance those who refuse to repent are brought to God s feet 
by great plagues see v 11 Cp Zeph m 2 

§ 14 : Psalm ill History See 2 Sam xv — xvn Ihis psalm was 
composed during the rebellion of Absalqp. and was sung on the morning {V 5) 
after the kmg s flight from the city 

Ver 1 they that trouble me 1 e the party in the state who instigated 
Absalom to rebellion 

Ver 4 I call expressing a habit [see I call §15 iv 3] in contrast with 
the special occasion indicated by the tense I laid in verse 5 holy hill 1 e 
Sion 1 he priests in their anxiety for the king s cause brought the ark to 
the camp David ordered it to be returned to Sion 2 Sam xv 25 

Ver 8 Thy people The thought of the honors of a civil war overcame 
m David s mind all personal considerations That the Psalm closes with a 
prayer for his rebellious subjects is due to the same generous and forgiving 
spirit whulh forbids the fathe*to make any allusion to his ungrateful son 

§ 15 Psalm iv History This even song (v 9) belongs to the same 
time if not to the same day as the last but was sung in an hour of still greater 
trial He had now heard of the calumnies which had followed his flight 
(ver 2) but his true and heroic soul in the hour of peril and unjust persecu 
tion awakes to a consciousness of its strength and integrity 

Ver x my righteousness 1 e who upholdest my light and maintained 
my righteousness 

Ver 2 honour For David s sense of the reverence due to the Anointed 
of Jehovah see 1 Sam xxiv 6 xxvi 4 The attacks on his kingly worth and 
position imply to David s mind irreverence towards the God who had selected 
him to fill the throne 

Ver 4. stand m awe— Be still 1 e tremble at the thought of opposing 
God s elect reflect on t%e folly of your endeavours and still your slanderous 
tongues 

Ver s offer the sacrifice that is due 1 e rightly due for the sm of bias 
phemmg God and the king m the hope that He will accept your sm offering 

Ver 6 see some good 1 e many of my adherents in despair say * Would 
we could see some manifestation of divine favour • 

Ver 8 corn and wme Great interest was taken by the kings in the 
tillage of the land At this time the hunger weariness and thirst of his 
army in the dese»t naturally turned David s thoughts into this channel See 
2 Sam xvu 27 — 29 
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§ 16 Psalm iiC History * Solomon thy son he shall build My house 
for I have chosen him to be My son and I will be his father Moreover I 
will establish his kingdom for ever 1 Chron xxvm 6, xxn 10 

This Psalm contains the words of Nathan relating Gods promise to 
David and his house that they were to be the representatives of God upon 
earth, and that they might call to Him in the words of the 89th Psalm, Thou 
art my Father my God and the rock of my salvation and that He would 
make them His firstborn higher than the kings of the earth § 124 lxxxix 
20 — 28 The promise was dependent on a condition which was not fulfilled 
either b$ Solomon or his successors see 1 Kings ix 4—9 

Yer 1 rulers take counsel together Hadad r the Edomite left Egypt as 
soon as he heard of the death of David and the fate of Joab, 1 Kangs xi 21 
and beside the mischief that Hadad did Rezon the Syrian was an adversary 
of Israel all the days of Solomon (ibid 25) 

Ver 3 let us 1 e the kings of the earth, dramatically introduced as 
speaking bonds (1 e bands) and cords the straps and ropes by which the 
yoke is fastened Cp Jer v 5 * I will get me unto the great men for they 

have known the way of Jehovah and the judgment of their God, but these 
have altogether broken ^he yoke and burst the bonds The metaphor is 
from unruly oxen Cp Is x 27 

Ver 4. throne m heaven as opposed to the kings of the earth ver 2 
Ver s then Now , while they are plotting He looks on m quiet scorn 
but then if they attempt actual rebellion, His words shall be heard with 
thunder Observe the clfuiax the laugh of security the derision of rising 
anger and then the word and the terror which follows it Yet have I 
1 e notwithstanding their plots / is emphatic it is I whom you f»<z attack 
mg for the king is My vicegerent Cp 1 Sam xvi 1 

Ver 7 decree, compare Gods covenant m a vision with Solomon * 
1 Kings ix 1 — 9 For similar statutes mutually ratified by king and people 
at coronations, see 1 Sam x 25 2 Sam v 3 § 20 2 Sam xxm 1 — 7 My 
son see above History For similar expressions attributing divine honour to 
rulers see §83 Ixxxn 67 So the term ‘ gods is applied to ‘judges (Ex 
xxi 6) and bringing a case to trial before a judge is called enquiring of 
God (Exod xviu 15) Cp also (lb ver 19) Be thou for the people to 
God ward that thou mayest bring the causes unto God — implying a reserva 
tion of the more important causes for the decision of the direct representative 
of God (Cp Bibl Diet Judges ) Perhaps too Judges v 8 they chose 
new Gods may be thus explained Cp § 53 lvm and notes this day the 
day of the king s coronation for the king who is God s king must be spiritually 
born again when he is appointed to act m the placq^of God The metaphor 
is from a birthday— from henceforth art thou My son 

Ver 12 take warning The P B version kiss the son, le do homage 
to the king as the Lord s Anointed would suit with ver 2 the rulers take 
counsel together against Jehovah and against His Anointed but it is too 
questionable as a translation to be retained The word translated son is 
not the word used by the Psalmist m ver 7 nor was it m use till a far later 
period ‘Take warning is given by Ewald and others following the trans 
lation of the LXX and another ancient version but whether the sentence 
means do homage purely, embrace clearness (1 e take a clear warning) or 
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do homage to Him, the general sense is the same theiungs are called upon 
to show submission lest Jehovah be angry lest he be angry Most translators 
make yehovah the subject of the sentence indeed the mention of any 
earthly king would be here an anticlimax for the Psalm is continually mount 
mg from the lower to the higher and the earthly attnbutes of the king are 
lost sight of m the sublime thought of the real identity of his rule with that 
of Jehovah 

§ 17 Psalm CXllV 12—15 History This description of the golden 
age of Israel applies best to the end of David s or to the beginning of Salomon s 
reign The mention of tfce sculptured pillars, supporting, like Caryatides 
the inner roof of a palace, points to a time when architecture was much 
thought of and the great works of Solomon were familiar to the people These 
verses are quoted in a Psalm from the period of the Return from Captivity 
one of the most striking features of those Psalms bemg a yearning after this 
golden time and the protection of Jehovah which it implied 

Ver 14 going forth to war Cp Amos v 3 alluding to the hardships 
of conscription 

§§ 18—20 2 Sam i 19-27 in 33 , 34 *XXiil.l -7 The Da 
vidic Psalms from the second book of Samuel 

§18 2 Sam 1 19—27 History Davids lament o\er Saul and 

Jonathan See i Sam xxxi 2 

Structure In 2 Sam 1 18, this song is called the bow which is ren 
dered m our Translation the use of the bow, meaning the song of the bow 

Ver iq The beauty of the forest 1 e the larger kind of gazelle, the 
name by which Jonathan was*known among his comrades 

Ver 21 Gilboa, the scene of the battle is a range of hills on he east side 
of the plain of Esdraeion rising over the city of Jezreel fields of offerings 
1 e your fertile slopes so productive in offerings not anointed 1 e the holy 
Oil rubbed off in the mire not 1 e no longer 

Ver 22 the mighty 1 e the huge giants of Philistia. 

Ver 24 daughters waiting the arrival of the king laden with spoils 
\dxlights\ for them Cp 1 Sam xvm 6 and Judges v 30 

Ver 25 they 1 e of Gilboa. 

Ver 27 the mighty , 1 e those by whom the war was waged. 

§ 19 2 Sam Oil 33 , 34 . History David s testimony before Israel that 
Abner s death had not been as Joab would have made it appear the well merit 
ed punishment of a villain but the treacherous murder of an honourable man 

Ver 34. wicked me $ 1 e murderers, revenging the death of their brother 
Asahel 

§ 20 2 Sam XXlii 1 — 7 History The last words of David Cp 

Davids charge to Solomon 1 Kings n 1— 11 and to the princes of Israel, 

1 Chron xxviii i — 10 and xxix 22 

Ver 5 *lhe covenant between Jehovah and the king His vicegerent on 
earth like all contracts, requires witnesses to its truth and guarantees for its 
observance The true prophets are the guarantees and the witnesses and 
their words are the evidence upon which this covenant rests Compare 2 Sam 
vu and § 10 cx it 1 e the covenant 
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PERIOD II §§ 21 — 63 From Solomon to the Captivity , 
including the Psalms commemorating the destruction of 
Sennacherib 

r 

§21 Psalm XX. History It is a prayer before an expedition against 
overwhelming odds, such as that recorded in 2 Chron xiv 9 — 15 Compare 
especially the nth verse of that chapter with the 7th verse of the Psalm 
And Asa cried unto the Lord his God and said. Lord it is nothing with 
‘Thee to help whether with many or with them that have no power help 
us O Lord our God for we rest 01^ thee, and m thy name we go against 
this multitude 0 Lord, Thou art our God let not man prevail against 
Thee 

Structure A relic of the ancient Liturgy an antiphonal hymn, of which 
the strophes were sung af* emately by the congregation and the priest The 
king waits to see if the sacrifice is favourably accepted The scene is m the 
Temple 

Ver 2 send tJiee kelp from the sanctuary probably m allusion to the 
presence of the ark or rather of the ephod in battle Once the ark was move 
able (1 Sam iv 4) now the help is to come out of the sanctuary of Sion ’ 
Cp Stanley Jewish. Churchy 11 p 215 

Ver s thy prosperity they see that the <°acnfice of ver 3 is Accepted, 
and at once change their prayer into a thanksgiving for the victory which 
they feel is certain set up as an ensign So the Bible Version m the name 
of our God we will set up our banners 

Ver 6 Now, i e because the people are so full of trust m Jehovah and 
because the sacrifices have been favourably received 

know I The change from the plural to the singular marks the division 
between the words of the priest and those of the people 

Ver 7 chariots were part of the Ethiopian force, 2 Chron xiv 9 So 
of the Canaanites, Judg 1. 19 iv 3 13 Josh xvu 16 and occasionally 
of the Israelites 1 Kings x 26 29 Is u 7 

Ver 8 Bowed down Cp the trembling of God which fell upon the 
Philistines 1 Sam xui 5 xiv 15 

Ver 9. O may He hear us The change from the second to the third 
person is characteristic of the Hebrew manner of ^nquering emotion and 
sinking into calmer language at the close of a poem. Cp § 10 cx 7 

§ 22 Psalm xxi History A Liturgical Psalm sung by Priest and 
People during a sacrifice before an expedition It celebrates the birthday 
^ ve !L 4 ' or coron 3.tion (ver 3) of a king The scene is probably the Temple 
Ver 1 salvation , 1 e saving help (ver 5) 

Ver 3 forestallest or P B preyentest, with the same meaning, 1 e 
givest him gifts even before he asketh Thee 
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Ver 4 for ever and ever the regular formula of tossing esp of kings 
Cp May the Icing live for ever 1 Kings 1 31 Neh 11 3 § 10 cx 4 note 
Cp also xxm 6 X will dwell m the house of Jehovah for ever 

Ver 6 blessing 1 e shall be blessed himself and a channel of God s 
blessing to others Cp Gen xn 2 

Ver 8 Here as m § 21 xx it is probable that the first part is a hymn 
sung during the sacrifice and that the* second part represents the priests 
blessing at its favourable acceptance 

Ver 9 fiery oven cp the doom of Sodom Gen xix 28 
Ver 10 fruit seed 1 e posterity Cp Lam u 20 

§ 23 Psalm xlv History A Royal Marriage Psalm, or a oong 01 
Loves (as the superscription of the Bible Version has it On the superscrip 
tions see Appendix B) A procession is conducting the bride to the palace 
of the king 

Ver 2 thou 1 e the king 

Ver 3 grace for beauty and stature being regarded as a sign of fitness 
for royalty cp Saul x Sam ix 2 David xvi 12 Absalom 2 Sam xiv 25 
therefore The recurrence of this word marks the^burden or chorus of the 
Psalm cp the refrain m § 18 How are the mighty fallen ' The meaning is 
from the presence of these outward blessings I conclude the blessing of God 
is upon thee for ever cp § 22 xxi 4. 

Ver 4 gird thee There may have been a special ceremony like the 
binding the sword and spur on a knight at his creation glory and majesty 
1 e deck thyself m thy royal arms for war 

Ver 5_ and in thy majesty the psalmist is still dwelling on the splen 
dour of the king s armour In the name of truth cp the knight s oath — 
to keep faith protect the distressed and maintain right against might The 
king is to have no thought of danger he is to trust m God, who will strengthen 
his right hand so that nations will quail before him while the leaders fall 
under his arrows truth 1 e justice defending the oppressed Cp m 
Litany * giving the magistrates grace to execute justice and maintain truth 
right hand teach thee God will strengthen the right hand to do deeds of 
prOwess which will be a lesson of God s power even to the doer so that 
nations will quail before him while their leaders fall under his arrows 

Ver 7 God s throne le the throne of the kingdom of Jehovah cp 
1 Chron xxvm 5 A repetition of the great promise of Nathan to the house 
of David Cp § x6 n 7, 2 Sam vu 14 

Ver 10 thy honourable women , or loved ones. The poet pictures 
the new queen as already there at his right hand 1 e exalted above all in the 
palace Cp Esther 11 9*17 

Ver 13 the daughter of Tyre 1 e the Tynans the nch of the next 
line they are specially mentioned both on account of their wealth, and also 
their nearness to the Israelites The Psalm is referred by many to the northern 
kingdom, in which case the allusion to Tyre would be specially applicable 
Ver 14 cometh, 1 e within the palace This is the meaning of the P B 
translation all glonous within 

Ver 17 children The future glones of his race shall be greater than 
the past 
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Ver xfc fherefor " depends on ver 17 world without end the repetition 
of for ever and ever is one of the characteristics of the Psalm cp vv 3 7, 
and for the meaning cp § 10 cx 4, note 

§ 24 : Psalm xxvil Structure This is one of the composite Psalms 
See Appendix A 

The first 7 verses speak of danger from war (w 2 3, 6) In them the 
imagery is Davidic but the 4th verse must have been written after the 
temple was built To this part the last two verses seem to form a natural 
sequel r 

The central portion from Hearken unto my vcrce to false witnesses and 
such as breathe out cruelty differs from the rest not only in form by the 
lines being much shorter but also in matter as it speaks not of enemies from 
without, but of persecutions from within such as befel the martyrs at the 
close of the Monarchy It has a melancholy tone quite foreign to the period 
of David, but resembling the writings- of Jeremiah 

Ver 1 Cp § 1 17 xci for the full expression of the same idea. 

Ver s tabernacle The same metaphor of the sheltering tent is used 
Is iv 6 There shall b<^a tabernacle for a shadow in the day time from the 
heat, and for a place of refuge and for a covert from storm and ram * Is xxv 
4 Thou hast been a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat when 
the blast of the terrible ones 1 as a storm against the wall Cp §57 xxxi. 
22 etc 

rock is used (x) as a ^ower of strength against foes cp § 12 xvm 33 
(note) and Proverbs xvm 10 The name of the Lord is a strong tower the 
righteous runneth into it and is safe while as Leighton says, they who 
know not this refuge when any danger arise:? fly and flutter they know not 
whither ’ (2) as a symbol of a sure foothold cp §72 xl 2 He brought me 
also out of the horrible pit out of the mire and clay, and set my feet upon the 
rock 

Ver 9 Thy word 1 e Seek ye My face 

Ver iq father and mother a frequent expression m the prophets cp 
Is xhx i$ Can a woman forget her sucking child that she should not have 
compassion on the son of her womb? yea they may forget yet will not I for- 
get thee and Is lui 16 Doubtless Thou art our father though Abraham 
be ignorant of us and Israel acknowledge us not 

Ver 13 a plain path 1 e free from the dangers of ambuscade Cp Jer 
xxxi 9 I will cause them to walk m a straight way, wherein they shajl not 
stumble § 57 xxxi 5 Draw me out of the net that they have laid privily 
for me 

Ver is Oh if I had not The Bible Vernon supplies the omitted 
clause by I had fainted. For similar expressions cp Luke xix 42, 2 Sam. 
v 8 ‘Whosoever smiteth the Jebusites— ' where the Bible Version supplies 

he shall be chief and captain ’ The abruptness of the transition from ver 
14 to ver 15 will be explained if the last two verses are attached to the 1st 
part of the Psalm, to which indeed they seem to form a natural sequel 
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§ 25 Psalm xxiii History The mention oF God s House m this 
(ver 6) as well as m the 27th Psalm requires that both alike at least in their 
present shape should be assigned to a period subsequent to the building of the 
temple but an almost universal feeling has connected this Psalm with the 
name of David the shepherd king 

Ver 2 waters of comfort 1 e refreshing and restoring water 

Ver 3 paths of righteousness or tilessedness which is the fruit of right 
eousness, cp §4. xxiv 5 note For the intimate connexion of righteousness 
and happiness cp Balaam s prayer Let me die the death of the «ghteous 
and let my last end be lil^p his (Numb xxm 10) for His narnds sake that 
His name may be glorified for this proof of His faithfulness towards His 
servants 

Ver 4 valley of shadow of death or of trouble le 4 a valley dark and 
gloomy as death For the dread with which the Hebrews regarded desolate 
scenery cp Hos 11 14 15 Is lxv xg 4 Achor means valley of trouble 

Ver s a table God is spoken of as the host who entertains the sup 
pliant m defiance of his pursuers and makes him the favoured guest ard 
constant inmate of His house Cp Jobxxxvi 16 Compare David s joy at 
the loyal help of Barzillai when he was weary an<nveak handed in his flight 
from Absalom and his people were hungry and thirsty in the wilderness 
2 Sam xvn 2 anointed with oil preparatory to a feast Cp § 41 cxh 6 
note § 132 civ 15 Luke vu 46 

§§ 26 , 27 Psalms Vi, XM History Records of victory over de 
pressing sickness and of the triumph of a good conscience over calumny A 
time of mligious persecution^from godless citizens The despairing view of 
death (vi 5) is a mark of an early date and may be contrasted v, ith the Psalms 
at the commencement of the next Period (§§64 — 66) At this time there is no 
glimpse of an immortality even for the righteous m the later penod it is only 
the godless who are like the beasts that pensh Cp note on ver 5 

§ 26 Psalm Vi Ver 3 how long (will it be before Thou turnest) ? 
§124 lxxxix 45 §24 xxvn 15 note 

Ver 5 m death no man remembereih Thee the dread is of a disem 
bodied existence apart from the light of God s presence The early saint 
pleaded with God for life m order that that life might be consecrated to His 
service with the weakness of mans heart trembling at dissolution there 
mingled the childlike confidence that God s glory was concerned in granting 
its request 7 (Perowne) Compare Hezekiah s prayer the grave cannot praise 
Thee death cannot celebrate Thee they that go down into the pit cannot 
hope for Thy truth THI living, the living he shall praise Ihee as I do this 
day Is xxxviu 18 19 

§27 Psalm xiii History See §26 

Ver 3 sleep not m death 1 e Let not this sleep into which I am now 
sinking be changed into the sleep of death Cp § ”6 vi 5 

§28 Psalm xxx. History See § 26 A Thanksgiving probably a c 
compamed with music and dancing (v 12 note), and sung in the Temple while 
the thank offering is offered 
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Ver 3 out of the grave, in Bible Version out of hell hell is the Bib 
lical expression for the lower world the abode of the dead hence often 
used where we should say death or the grave as it is m the Creed so §65 
xvi n Thou shalt not leave my soul in hell § xa xvm 4 The pains of 
hell came about me where it is parallel with the snares of death § 43 lv 

16 Let them go down quick into hell 1 e alive to the grave Also § Gi ix 

17 §118 cxxxix 7 

Ver s a mgnt Cp Isa liv 8 Isa xvu 14 ‘And behold at evening 
trouble nnd before the morning he (the enemy) is not 

Ver 6 But m my prosperity 1 said Cp $eut vm 12 14 17 ‘Lest 
when thou hast eaten and art full thou say in thy heart my power and the 
might of mine hand 

Ver 7 troubled Cp § 132 civ 29 When Thou hidest Thy face they 
are troubled when Thou takest away their breath they die and are turned 
again to the dust ' For hill as an image of security cp setteth me upon the 
high places of the land § 12 xvm 33 so rock strength (i e stronghold) 
castle etc 

Ver 9 what profit 1 e what advantage wilt Thou derive from shedding 
my blood, for I can rende£ Thee no service in the grai e ? see note on § 26 vi 5 
Vv 9—11 are the words of his prayer 

Ver 10 Thy truth 1 e fidelity faithfulness to Thy servants who trust 
in Thee Cp §72 xl 12, My talk hath been of Thy truth and Thy salva 
tion § 32 lvu 11 Fo^rthe greatness of Thy mercy reacheth unto the 
heavens and Th> truth unto the clouds, where the parallelism shows that it 
is the same as the greatness of Thy mercy 

Ver 12 my heaviness into joy Lit nyiurmng into danciro So m 
the next line girded me with gladness refers to the dress of the dancer 
Ver 13 glory, or praise that God s glorious acts of deliverance may 
be vocal with His praise that so He may receive the worship due to His 
name for His faithfulness to His servants Cp § 7 xxix 1 Ascribe unto the 
Lord worship and strength §109 xevi 7 §131 exhx 5, * Let the saints be 
joyful with glory, 1 e rejoice in glorifying Him. 

§ 29 Psalm Xli. See § 26 A personal thanksgiving for deliverance 
from sickness 

Ver 1 poor atid needy 1 e the sick and suffering For this meaning of 
the word * poor as equivalent to in misery cp m § 72 xl ver 20 with vv 
a 15 §63 Ixix 30 

Vv 1—3 The Psalmist passes from the general blessing on sympathy for 
the suffering to the special blessing which he feels hjts attended his sympathy 
with others in misfortune 

Ver 6 come to see me, 1 e to visit him on his bed of sickness. He 
singles out one of his enemies as specially employed on this treacherous mis 
sion cp ver 9 

Ver 8 evil is poured out upon him, 1 e an evil death as the fate of evil 
deeds. The Psalmist quotes here the words of evil which they are said to 
whisper (ver 7) 

Ver 9, lifted up his heel, a frequent metaphor Cp Peut xxxu 15 
‘waxed fat and kicked and 1 Sara. 11 29 
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Ver 12 The connexion is *1 said Jehovah befmerciful to me and 
Thou (didst hear my prayer, and) didst hold me fast in my innocency all 
which intervenes between ver 4 and ver 12 is parenthetical, being the words 
of the Psalmist s prayer which was thus favourably received 

Structure The Bible Version has a 13th verse Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, world without end Amen But this is merely the general 
Doxology which closes the first smaller collection contained in the present 
Hebrew Psalter (i— xli), and has no special reference to this particular Psalm 
Cp other doxologies § 63 lxxn 18, 19 (and 20 m A V ) § 124 Ixxix 50 
§ 133 cvi 46, and Appendix A 

§30 Psalm 1 XV 1 12 — 18 History See §26 A Temple hymn 
Structure This part of the 66th Psalm is a thanksgiving for personal 
deliverance The first part to which it has been appended celebrates the 
second great Exodus of the Israelites, the return from the Assyrian Captivity 
and was designed for a national thanksgiving See Period IV § 124 

Ver 15 with my tongue Lit r I called unto Him with my mouth 
praise under my tongue the word which the mouth dwells on being com 
pared to a hidden treasure as in Job rx 12 Though wickedness be sweet 
m his mouth though he hide it under his tongue mough he spare it and for 
sake it not, but keep it still within his mouth 

Ver 16 is a quotation from the prayer made by the Psalmist in the hour 
of trouble of which this is the leading thought he had purified his heart 
before he dared to address the Lord and by tfcs he had won the answer 
to his prayer 

§ 31 * Psalm xli Hijory A national Elegy The mission of the 
prophets perhaps of Isaiah has already begun and the promise which the} 
have given of a Divine judgment is the ground of the Psalmist’s confidence 
ami d the growing corruption of the whole nation. 

Ver 2 vanity, 1 e falsehood cp §142 cxliv 11, where the parallelism 
shews its connexion with iniquity 

Ver 3 proud things the proud peech is given m ver 4 
Ver 4. with our tongue will we prevail, or better We are allied with 
our tongues. They say in their hearts, if not openly Our god is that which 
wins us our way m the world viz Deceit and Lies Cp Hab 1 11 16 They 
sacrifice unto their net and bum mcense unto their drag because by them 
their portion is fat and their meat plenteous Cp Phil w 19 

Ver 6 The words of Jehovah with reference to the oracle of God quoted 
m ver 5 earth , 1 e from alloy of earthy particles and dross 

Ver 7 them, the gpdly of ver 1 him the godly ufFerer who longeth 
for God s salvation [ver 6 ] 

Ver 8 The last verse is merel} a description of this generation 

§ 32 Psalm History The 62nd and 39th Psalms supplement 
one another recording the triumph of faith m (1) religious isolation and 
(2) mortal sickness 

Ver 1 wait upon God Cp Exod xiv 13 only, the frequent recur 
rence of this word is characteristic of this and the xxxixth Psalms see vv 1 
2, 4, 5, 6 9 [but, 1 e only) and §33 vxxlx 6 7 
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Ver 4 height, 1 ef spiritual eminence 

Ver 9. but a breath The whole race of men weigh nothing when putm 
the scales this refrain occurs again m Ps xxxix 6, 12 Cp Dan v 27 
Thou art weighed m the balances and found wanting 
Ver 11 twice also, 1 e ‘often’ Cp Jobxxxm 14, God speaketh yea 
twice ana Job xl 5 

§33 Psalm XXXIX History Cp § 32, and notice the remarkable 
similarity between this Psalm and the speeches contained m the chapters of 
Job from^he 3rd to the 31st. 

Ver 3 desire , literally of the good which I hat* lost and which I wished 
to regain 

Ver 12 moth, cp Job xm 28, ‘and he as a rotten thing consumeth, 
as a garment that is motheaten 

Ver 14 sojourner cp Gen xlvu 9 

Ver 15 Thy face le the look of Thy displeasure Job vu 19 xiv 6 

§34 Psalm XC History The funeral hymn of the world A 
meditation on the frailty of man and the transitormess of human greatness 
This thought had been f/mliar to Jews since the great hopes of Davids 
kingdom had been crushed 

Ver 2 before the mountains Cp Prov vui 25, (wisdom soeaketh) 

* Before the mountains were settled before the hills was I brought forth— 
while as yet He had no^made the earth nor the fields * * 
when He prepared the heavens, I was there 
when He set a compass upon the face of the deep 
Ver 4 yesterday, when it vanisheth 1 e a* its vanishing the^mnutes 
seem to flow more quickly, as the day nears its close 

Ver s dream grass There is here a double comparison life is com 
pared to a dream and to flowers, which in Palestine spring up in the morning 
and are killed by the midday sun For the former cp § 33 xxxix 7 § 80 
lxxm. 19 Isaiah xxix. 8 for the latter cp § 62 xxxvu 2 Job xiv 2 Isaiah 
XXXVll 27 

Ver 8 misdeeds cp Jeremiah xxxn 19 For Thine eyes are open upon 
all the ways of the children of men to give every one according to his ways 
and according to the fruit of his doings 

Ver 10 their strength, 1. e the prime of their years when their strength 
is at the height 

Ver 11 majesty, t. e dreadfulness Ezek 1 18 
Ver 13 how long * 1 e how long will it be before Thou turnest to visit 
us? Cp §t»4 Ixxxix. 4s Isai. vi 11 Rev vi 10 

Ver 15 after, 1 e according to or in proportion to, as in the Litany 
Neither reward us after our iniquities 
Ver 16 Thy work The great work here prayed for is that of the 
Deliverer or Messiah to which the Prophets of the 8th century so often refer 
Isa xxvm ei xxix 23 Hab m 2 
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§§ 35 — 39 Psalms xlvi xlvui, Ixxvi, Im? lxv The destruc- 
tion of Sennachenb and the repulse of the Assyrian Invasion History See 
2 Kings xviu xix, 2 Chron xxxn Is xxxvi xxxvu Sennachenb the son of 
Sargon was king of Assyria in the 7th century B C He suffered some 
ternble disaster at Libnah and Pelusium by which 185 000 Assyrians are said 
to have been overthrown Of this destruction no more precise information is 
given in the Bible than that the Angek of the Lord slew them The sup 
position that the overthrow was brought about by an earthquake might seem 
to derive support from xliv 1 — 3 lxxvi 8 

§ 35 Psalm Xlvl • History This Psalm apparently was composed 
immediately after the Assyrian overthrow and is an invitation to the inha 
bitants of Jerusalem to come to the enemy s camp to see the great works that 
the Lord had done and behold the spears and unhorsed chariots of the As 
Syrians cast into the fire 

Ver 1 refuge This was Luther % favounte Psalm in times of penl he 
founded on it the well known hymn Em feste Burg 1st unser Gott 

Ver 3 Jehovah strength The burden has been inserted here The 
Psalm was apparently composed for a public fest^ity with a burden to be 
sung by the multitude after each of the three divisions 

Ver 4 stream Compared with the waterless deserts around Judaea 
and Jerusalem were well watered and drought pressed more severely on the 
besiegers than the besieged The allusion here is to the well known nil and 
pool of Siloam. So in Isaiah vm 6 the blessing of Gods protection is re 
presented by the waters of Siloah which go softly 

Ver Q| bumetk The horses of the Assyrian army were smitten as well 
as the soldiers and the aban<ftned chanots were burned as useless cp Isai 
lx s ‘for every greave of the warnor m the conflict and every garment 
rolled m blood shall be for burning and fuel of fire 

§ 36 PsaJmxlvili. History See § 35 This Psalm was plainly de 
signed as a Temple song (ver 8) The burthen has been introduced at 
the end of the first division, as m the precedmg Psalm 

Ver 2 Sion though 300 feet lower than the Mount of Olives had from 
its sanctity a grandeur to the Jews far above all hills See § 114 lxvui 16 
sides of the north See Isa xiv 13 For thou hast said in thme heart, I 
will ascend into heaven I will sit also on the sides of the north The on 
ental heathens regarded the extreme north as the Elborg or dwelling of their 
Gods It was to them what Olympus was to the Greeks the Walhalla to the 
Teutons and Scandinavians Not unnaturally the Psalmist m speaking of 
the Assyrians applies tneir term to Jerusalem the real residence of God 
Ver 6 Fear took hold upon them as they beheld Sion and their rank 
were broken even as a storm broke the fleet of Jehoshaphat at Eziongeber 
See 1 Kings xxn 48 

Ver 11 Tell ye 1 e count said m mockery The Assynans had count 
ed the towers of Sion for destruction So Isai xxxm 18 of the same event 
with a similar irony Where is die senbe? where is the weigher? where is 
he that counteth the towers? The whole chapter should be read as lllustra 
tive of this Psalm 
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§ 37 Psalm 3£xvi History See §§ 35—40 and § 35 
Ver 2 Salem poetical abbreviation of Jerusalem betokening the dwell 
mg of peace, the abode of Jehovah, before whose walls the fury of battle 
must cease 

Yer 3 arrows, literally ‘the lightnings of the bow, see Zech ix 14, 
And his arrow shall go forth as the lightning 
Yer 4 strongholds 1 e the fortresses of Palestine from which the As»sy 
nans swept down upon Jerusalem According to ancient custom their walls 
had gleamed with the splendour of the invaders shields See Cant iv 4, 
Thy ne$k is like the tower of Damascus budded for an armoury whereon 
they hang a thousand bucklers, all shields of mignty men Ezekiel (xxvii 
11) speaking of the splendid appearance of Tyre, says, ‘ They hanged their 
shields upon thy walls round about they have made thy beauty perfect * 
See Stanley, Jewish Church Part n Chap xxvi note 

Ver 5 the proud 1 e the wamors were stripped of their gleaming arms 
and powerless as though they had lest their hands and were sleeping the 
sleep of death 

Ver 10 fierceness— praise A new view of the judgments of Jehovah 
He chasteneth the heathen that they may turn to Him Many are fallen 
but the remnant shall learn His power and worship His name with praise 
residue of fierceness 1 e the remnant of the wild barbarians, who had escaped 
the recent judgment of God 

§ 38 Psalm lxxv^r History This Psalm like the preceding one, 
contains one of the great lessons drawn by the prophets from the Assyrian 
overthrow It was to them but the t> pe of a greater judgment by which 
God would purify the world of ungodliness arrogance and pride * 

Ver 2 wondrous works 1 e Thy presence is revealed m the wondrous 
works which we have seen This serves to introduce the words of Jehovah, 
proclaiming that His judgment cometh m due time, unalterable as the ever 
lasting hills on which as pillars He hath established the earth Cp § 4. 
xxiv 1 — 6 note 

Ver 5 The word horn was used by the Hebrews metaphorically to 
express either honour, as § 136 cxn 9, § 123 cxxxu 18 &c , or strength 
Mic. iv 13, * I will make thine horn iron Deut xxxm x 7 &c To humble 
and cast down was often represented by the figure of breaking or cutting off 
the horn, as here (ver 11) Lam 11 3, * Cut off all the horn of Israel To 
exalt the horn of any one was to bestow honour and dignity upon him or 
make it bud Cp §§ 123 124 cxxxu 18 lxxxix 18 Ezek xxix. 21 Here 
‘ to set up the horn betokens presumption Horn was also somewhat later 
a symbol for kingdom Zech 1 18, and Daniel, passPr 

Ver 7 the desert , 1 e the desert towards Egypt— the South the hills 
are those of Hermon and Lebanon to the North The meaning of the 
passage is Judgment comes not from the visible portions of the earth but 
from the invisible hand of God He as Lord of the house offereth to each 
the cup of retribution and tribulation as here or of blessing, as m § 65 
xvi 6 Cp Jer xxv 15 

§ 39 Psalm to History A Psalm of thanksgiving for ram after a 
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protracted drought (w i, 2, 9) and for the hope of an Abundant harvest It 
was composed after some great national movement (ver 7} such as the Assy 
nan invasion and when the dispersion had already begun (w 4 s> note) 

Ver 4. House See Isa. xi 11 — xn 3 Already the sorrows of exile 
had prevented many from attending the festivals at Jerusalem 

Ver 6 girded 1 e as the Lord of Hosts m battle setteth fast the 
mountains \ e with especial referenc# to the impregnability of the hill of 
Sion during the Assyrian siege Cp § 92. cxxv 1 They that trust m the 
Lord shall be even as Mount Sion which may not be removed, but standeth 
fast for ever 

Ver 12 fatness Cdlnpare Job xxxvm 26 — 0 o 

Ver 14 they this is interpreted by some commentators as referring to 
the cultivators that men rejoice and shout for joy 

§ 40 Psalm CXL History Persecution of the faithful under the 
idolatrous kings of Judah especially Manasseh for Manasseh shed innocent 
blood very much till he filled Jerusalem from one end to the other See 
2 Kings xx xxi 2 Chron xxxm 

§ 41 Psalm cxli History The Psalmist jpdignantly refuses to join 
m the music and festivities of the idolatrous so long as his friends are suffer 
mg persecution 

Ver 2 evening sacrifice An allusion to the daily evening sacrifice at 
the Temple 

Ver s reprove me 1 e rather would I endues the reproving counsel of 
the upright for whom my grateful prayer rises m their affliction than join in 
the festiwjties of the wicked 

oil <5 §25 xxm 5 Tffou anomtest my head with oil my cup runneth 
over Dan \ 3 I ate no pleasant bread neither came flesh nor wine into 
my mouth neither did I anoint myself at all Oil was used by the Jews as 
by other oriental nations partly for comfort, partly to give a glossy appear 
ance at festivities to the skm and hair here it is connected with dainties in 
ver 4 and means the oil used m the feasts of the wicked. 

Ver 7 their judges ie the judges belonging to the righteous (ver 5), 
with whose party the Psalmist associates himself (ver 8) overthrown 1 e 
have been either actually dashed dou n from a height on to rocks (cp 2 Chron 
xxv 12) or as is more m accordance with the sense of the passage cast out 
to get their bread m desolate unpioductive places whence the starvation 
of ver 8 they, 1 e the righteous the Psalmist asks Shall my own partisans 
in the midst of their afflictions hear of my memness at the festivities of the 
wicked? 

Ver 8 furroweth 7 e our bodies are furrowed from starvation so that 
our bones are staring and starting through the skm ready to be flung into 
the grave Cp Job xxxm 21 

His flesh is consumed away that it cannot be seen, 

‘and his bones which are not seen stick out 
* yea his soul draweth near unto the grave and his life to the dcstio>er 
And §69 xxu 14 

§ 42 Ps alm cxlii History See §§ 40 41 
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§§ 43—53 Psalms Iv v lxiv lil xxxvx liv In Jxffl Ivi— 
lvM 

§ 43 psalm lv History The dissensions of the falling kingdom 
and the decline of Jerusalem (w io 16) A prophet of this time says ‘They 
all lie in wait for blood they hunt every man his brother with a net * * A 
mans enemies are those of his own hi*use (Micahvn x— 6) Cp w 14,19, 
22 of this psalm and contrast with them David s ideal city as described in 
§§5 6 xv ci The persecution is so hot (ver 19) that the weaker spirits desert 
the caus® of Jehovah and betray their friends who joined with them in the 
Temple service (ver 15) 

Ver 4. the fear of death Cp §103 cxvi 3 
Ver 10 they, 1 e violence and strife 

Ver 14 a man like unto -myself 1 e of the same station as myself so 
Jeremiah was opposed by a brother prophet Pashur, the son of Immer (Jer 
xx 6) one of his earliest persecutors ^ 

Ver 15 house of God , 1 e the Temple 

Ver 16 alive, like Korah Dathan and Abiram Cp Numb xvi 23—34 
Ver 19 heat of the typttle le the hot persecution by the ungodly 
Ver 21 he 1 e mine enemy laid his hand upon 1 e did violence to 
covenant 1 e the covenant of friendship 

§44 Psalm y Structure A psalm for liturgical use (ver 7) 
History The dissensions of the falling kingdom No J ews have yet been 
carried into captivity and the Psalmist is still able to offer his morning hymn 
(ver 3) m the Temple ver 7 

Ver 3 watch 1 e look out as a watchmar'p 

Ver 4 wickedness he is sure of safety m God s house for he will meet 
none of the wicked there 

Ver 8 plain Cp §24 xxvn 13 

Ver 10 open sepulchre Such is their lying that a man may fall un 
awares into their wiles, as into an open grave 

§ 45 Psalm lxiv History The plots of the persecuting faction 
thicken upon the Psalmist Cp §§ 43 44 History 

§ 46 Psalm lii History The denunciation of the leader of the 
persecuting faction Cp the condemnation of Shebna by Isaiah (xxu 15—19) 
and of Pashur by Jeremiah (xx 1) 

Ver 2 whereas the goodness of God 1 e though God m his goodness is 
ever watchful to protect His servants, and destroy thpir enemies 

Ver 3 razor Cp §40 cxl 3 §45 Ixiv 3 §52 lvn 5 § 54. lix 7 
Ver 6 so le m like manner as thou hast destroyed others so may &c 
Ver 9 olive tree In contrast to the ungodly the Psalmist will flourish 
like the olive trees which grew in the precincts of the Temple Cp § 195 xch 
it — 13 

§ 47 Psalm s e s v l History The peril of separation from Jeru 
salem has become imminent (ver xi) and the Psalmist fears that he will soon 
be torn from the Temple 
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Ver 4 bed Contrast with this the oeautifu! prayet of Banquo 
Merciful powers I 

Restrain in me the cursed thoughts that nature 
Gives way to m repose 1 — Macbeth , Act 11 Sc. x 1 9 

Ver 6 the righteousness of God is high as the mountains and deep as 
the sea l e infinite, immovable mightier than the mightiest works of crea 
tion 

Ver 7 mercy— voin^s This metapnor would have a special meaning to 
one who was for ever m God s house (ver 8) where the colossal cherubim 
His moving throne overshadowed the mercy seat of the ark with th#canopy 
of their wings 

Ver 11 drive me away 1 e from the Temple mentioned in ver S 

§ 48 Psalm liv History The internal dissensions of Jerusalem 
have brought their proper fruit heathen nations (ver 3) are already threaten 
ing the kingdom with destruction 

Ver 1 Thy names sake Cp §21 xx 1 The name of the God of 
Jacob defend thee Is iv 10 Let him trust in the name of the Lord and 
stay upon his God God s name is not merely His appellation which we 
utter with our lips but also and principally the idea we attach to it— His 
Being and attributes so far as they are confessed revealed and known. 

Ver 3 strangers 1 e foreign enemies 

Ver 6 It, 1 e the name of God 

§ 49 PsaJm lxi. History Some of the Jews have already been 
carried mt® captivity the Psajjmst is no longer amid the dissensions of Jeru 
salem but tom from the Temple a captive in the ends of the earth (ver 2) 
He prays for the safety of the king (ver 6) no longer a persecuting Manas 
seh but one who like Josiah was the champion of the right 

Ver 3 upon the rock 1 e over the difficulty which without Thee I could 
not surmount 

Ver s the heritage 1 e to dwell in the Holy Land 

Ver 7 reign before God 1 e not sink into the grave § 51 lvi 13 to 
walk before God m the light of the living But the phrase also means 4 in 
the favour of God This prayer for the king’s life may be compared w ith 
§ so ban xs 

Ver 8 vows, which were fulfilled by singing pnises to God 

§ 50 Psalm taih- History A lamentation from a foreign land (ver 
2) and a prayer for the stffety of a king (ver 12) see §49 

Ver 3 thus 1 e as my God So also m ver 5 

Ver 12 sweareth by him For the custom of sweanng by the. king s 
name, see Gen xln 15, 2 Sam xi 11 Such an oath was regarded 1 a proof 
of loyalty The prayer here is for the triumph of the loyal o\ er the Uis 
affected, who may during the exile ha\e taken the oath of allegiance to a 
foreign kmg by swearing by his name 
* 

§ 51 Psalm ivt History The persecution of a captiv e in a heathen 
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land, and his hope of a coming judgment more complete than the Assyrian 
overthrow, and the establishment of a Messianic kingdom (ver 7) 

Ver 4 This verse describes the office of His prophet hi§ highest and 
essential duty was to proclaim aloud in God s name and by God s inspiration 
His word to proclaim this word m its unchangeable truth to comfort the 
weak and warn the proud to make men feel that it and not the wayward 
passions even of the mightiest ruled the world This gave the prophet a 
confidence which no power of man could daunt and to the Jews the prophet 
was not so much, according to current ideas, the preacher as the visible 
witness &nd proclaimer of the ultimate tnumph of God s cause overall oppress 
ors and wrong The word here spoken as His itiord and in ver 10 as the 
word was no written document but his living consciousness of Jehovah s 
rule declared by the mouth of His prophets Cp § 88 cxxx 5 

Ver s wrest 1 e they so report and misrepresent his prophetical utter 
ances as to arouse the hostility of the people and expose him to strife Then 
they lie in wait for an outburst of popular feeling or watch for an opportunity 
of removing him by stealth (ver 6) 

Ver 7 the peoples 1 e not only my enemies but the enemies of God 
everywhere He mvokestfhe judgment generally expected before the coming 
of the Messiah 

Ver 8 bottle The tears of the suffering godly are treasured by Jehovah 
as costly unguents and essences by man 

Ver 13 light of the living, le this life Cp Job xxxm O o, Bring his 
soul from the pit to be enfghtened with the life of the living 

§ 52 Psalm lvii History The afflictions of captivity^ and the 
yearning of the righteous for God 

Ver 2 Thy wings For this exquisite expression of a soul fleeing with 
tender affection to God which has no parallel in heathen literature 
[Perowne] cp Deut xxxu 11 12 As an eagle stirreth up her nest flut 
tereth over her young spreadeth abroad her wings taketh them beareth 
them on her wings so Jehovah alone did lead him 

Ver 7 net A repetition of the metaphor of lions, ver, 5 is lowed 
down , 1 e is in danger of being caught in the net 

pit For the metaphor cp §2 vu 16 §61 ix 15,16 §70 xxxv 8 
Ver 9 my glory 1 e my soul the noblest part of my being Cp 
honour, § 2 vu 5 note and the Prayer book translation The best member 
that I have * 

§ 53 Psalm Ivlii. History A bitter outcry against corrupt judges 
and a prophecy of the coming judgment by whi#i God would purify the 
world of ungodliness injustice and cruelty See § 38 Ixxv History 

Ver 1 0 ye gods Judges in the East were regarded with especial 

reverence as the executors of the will of God Hence they were frequently 
called * gods' m the Bible Cp Ex xxi 6 where the word rendered judges 
is really gods So Luther s version and compare Ex xxn 8 See §83 
lxxxn 6 note 

Ver 2 weigh out 1 e you pretend to hold the scales of justice u your 
hand, but you dispense violence instead of justice 
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Ver 3 froivaid 1 e from ward estranged from Cfc>d and holiness See 
Glossary 

Ver 4, serpents As some dangerous serpents in the East could not be 
tamed by the arts of the serpent charmer so do the ungodly shut their ears 
to the voice of conscience and its admonitions to a holier life Cp Jer vm 
17 I will send serpents cockatrices, among you, which will not be charmed 
and they shall bite you saith Jehovah * 

Ver s lions 1 e ravening men as in § 52 lvii 5 

Ver 8 thorns The unrighteous judges are likened to thorns before 
any of them perceive that destruction is coming God shall destroy tM thicket 
1 e the entire company & them Cp § 20 vv 6 7 where the wicked are 
called * abominable thorns 

§ 54 Psalm Ex. History An invasion of Palestine by nomad bar 
barians who went out by day to plunder and returned to watch by night 
(ver 6) Jeremiah who lived m the tijne of Josiah (Jer 1 2) describes such 
an invasion as occurring in his time See chaps iv — vi and especially vi 
1 — 5 Evil appeareth out of the north and great destruction The shep 
herds with their flocks (1 e the Nomads) shall come unto her they shall pitch 
their tents against her ronnd about they shall fee% every one in his place 
(And say) Prepare ye war against her arise and let us go up at noon 
Arise and let us go up by night and destroy her palaces Herodotus tells 
us (i 105} that the Scythians reached the south of Palestine and were bribed 
by Psammetichus king of Egypt, to retire sofne stayed and sacked the 
temple of Ashtaroth at Ashkelon Scythians was a name given to barbarian 
hordes on the steppes of southern Russia known in later times as Cossacks 
There iJ^a relic of this ScytMan invasion in the name of Scjthopohs given 
to the old Canaamtish city of Bethshan m the plain of Esdraelon (Judith ul 
10 2 Macc. xn 29) 

Ver $ robbers Cp Jer iv 20 Suddenly are my tents spoiled and 
31, Zion bewaileth saying, Woe is me now • for my soul is weaned because 
of murderers and w 16 17, Their quiver is as an open sepulchre They 
shall eat up thine harvest 

Ver 6 back in the evening le to beleaguer the gates Cp Jer iv 16 
17 * Watchers come from a far country and give out their voice against the 
cities of Judah As keepers of a field, are they against Jerusalem round 
about 

a dog A writer of the western world, to convey the same idea would 
write wol\es or hyaenas The dogs of the East, the wild dogs of Jezreel who 
devoured Jezebel were savage and hungry animals wandering about the 
fields and streets of citfes devouring dead bodies and other offal and hence 
were objects of general abhorrence Cp 1 Kings xiv ix 2 Kings ix 36 
The same idea is conveyed by Jer v 6 ‘A lion out of the forest shall slay 
them a wolf of the deserts (1 e the nomads from the steppes) shall spoil 
them a leopard shall watch over their cities every one that goeth out thence 
shall be tom m pieces 

Ver 7 boast aloud Cp Jer vi 23 They are cruel and have no 
mercy their voice #roareth like the sea set in arraj as men for war against 
thee, O daughter of Zion 
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Ver ii slay tJ£&t not We should expect the Psalmist s prayer to have 
been, * slay them This unexpected turn only marks the intensity of the 
vengeance he prays that they may be preserved for an open slaughter before 
the whole nation assembled on the walls 

Ver 14 lei them return The Psalmist prays for retributive justice 
Let them only come back to spoil the city, and God shall spoil them 

Ver is rush violently , 1 e am?* in truth they will rush greedily to the 
prey they will drink the cup to the dregs, which shall prove a cup of ven 
geance ^and be their death 

§ 55 Psalm XX Vi History A Temple* Psalm composed after a 
genera 1 visitation of plague or sickness m a time of increasing estrangement 
between the worshippers of Jehovah and the idolatrous faction It is the 
prayer of a man who m the consciousness of his integrity and his love to God 
prays that he may escape the scourge which should fall on the bloodthirsty 
and the wicked 

Ver 6 go about Thme altar According to the Hebrew custom by 
which the man who offered sacrifice went about the altar singing and giving 
thanks during the servic^ Cp Lev 111 a 8 13 

§ 56 Psalm xxxviii History Composed under circumstances of 
still more pressing danger than the last The latter part of the Psalm w 7 
—10 seems to have been added when the afflictions described in w 1—6 
were past and the prayer Jfor deliverance had been answered 

Ver 2 hold up 1 e m v prayer from the place built for the king (2 Chron 
vi 13) m the Temple a kind of covered throne (2 Kings xvi 18) attached to 
a pillar (2 Kings xi 14 and xxm 3) from which on Sabbath days h§ ** surveyed 
and could address the congregation it was thence called the Sabbath throne 
the covert for the Sabbath ’ as distinguished from the other throne from 
which he gave judgment mercy seat 1 e cover of the ark overshadowed by 
the cherubim 

Ver 4, after , 1 e according to 
Ver 9 their le of Thy people 

I 57 Ps alm twI History Compare ver 11 with Jer xx 18 also 
ver 15 with Jer xx 10 The simile of the Droken vessel m vei 14 is a favour 
ite with Jeremiah cp xvm 4, xxu 28 xxv 34, xlvm 38 and the tender 
and plaintive tone of quiet resignation peculiar to Jeremiah indicate him as 
the writer of the Psalm As m the preceding Psalm a sequel has been added 
(vv 21—27) declaring the fulfilment of the Psalmist’s prayer m w 1—20 
Ver 7 lying vanities xe gods, which are no gods Cp Deut. xxxu 
21, Jer viu 19 

Ver 9. large room Cp § 12 xvm 19 § 55 xxvi 12 
Ver 17 times 1 e. the vicissitudes of life that time brings with it. Cp 
1 Chron xxix 30 With all the times that went over him and Is xxxm 6 
Wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times 
Ver 24. the sight of Thme eyes le the sunshine of Thy favour 

§ 58 Psalm lxxxvlii The Israelites looked*' for the rewards of 

righteousness in the present world Hence an early death was to them 
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peculiarly awful and hence the Psalmist s bitter angiish at this threatening 
of mortal sickness m his youth He is deserted by his friends and as it 
were, dead and out of God s sight 

Ver 3 5 pit) 1 e the grave deep a word usually applied to the sea 
here means Sheol or Hades Cp § 65 xvi 11 note 

Ver 7 acquaintance Cp Job xix 13 

Ver 8 shut m 1 e not in prisoi but m his own abandonment and 
misery cp Lam. m 7 * He hath hedged me about that I cannot get out 
he hath made my chain heavy And Job 111 23 xi\ 8 

Ver 10 — 12 The words of his prayer 

Ver 18 the grave *Cp Jobxvu 13 14 

§ 59 Psalm 1 History King Josiah had succeeded in re establish 
mg the worship of Jehovah The Book of the Law was now become a 
fundamental part of the Constitution Its text was increasingly studied 
commentaries were written to explain and to those who did not learn the 
spiritual lessons it was intended to convey it became an object of super 
stitious reverence A magical influence was attached to the very name of 
lemple of the Lord (Jer vn 4) The Prophet sees the Almighty in a 
magnificent vision pronouncing solemn sentence against such degradation of 
His worship and teaching the people that only a holy life is the test of a 
spiritual religion 

Ver 2 Sion Cp Lam 11 15 of Jerusalem Is this the city that 
men call the perfection of beauty the joy of tb* whole earth ? Cp § 36 
xlvm 2 

Ver 234 For a similar prophetic vision of judgment cp Micah 1 
1 — 4 'jftie word of the Lor# that came to Micah the Morasthite m the days 
of Jotham Ahaz and Hezekiah kings of Judah which he saw concerning 
Samaria and Jerusalem. Hear all ye people hearken O earth and all that 
therein is and let the Lord God be witness against you, the Lord from his 
holy temple For behold, the Lord cometh forth out of his place and will 
come down, and tread upon the high places of the earth And the mountain 
shall be molten under him, and the valleys shall be cleft as wax before the 
fire and as the waters that are poured down a steep place Cp § 2 vu 6 7 

Ver 3 not keep silence, lc. shall proclaim His judgment with thunder 
and lightning, as at Sinai 

Ver 6 Heavens declared The thunder and lightning are here the 
preludes to God s sentence as m Smai Cp Hab 111 3—5 

Ver 23 thanks and praise— conversation The two avenues to Divine 
favour are spiritual service and a holy life as the evds rebuked above are 
two also lifeless ceremtSual (ver 7 — 1 0 ) and worldly h>pocrisy (ver 16—21; 
conversation see Glossary 

§60 P&aJnL i The derision of the scornful (i er 1) dutj of studying 
the written law (ver 2) the coming judgment which shall annihilate the 
wicked (w 6, 7} are thoughts especially characteristic of the later period of 
the monarchy 

Ver 6. to stand m the judgment (a legal term) 1 e to maintain their 
cause m the impending judgment of God 
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congregation 1 e Othey shall be wmnowed out of the society of the true 
Israel by the fin of God s judgment Cp Ezek xm 9, where the allusion is 
to false prophets 

Ver 7 knoweth 1 e seeth ind approveth Cp Job xxui 10 Nah 1 7 
and 1 62 xxxvii 18 

§ 61 Psalms IS S History The original arrangement as one 
Psalm has been preserved in the Septuagmt 

A thanksgiving for some Divine vengeance on one of the great empires 
of the wrrld As Jerusalem was still standing (ix 4) and as there is a prayer 
that the heathen may be driven out of the land 18), the allusion is pro 
bably to the Assyrian empire, which finally perished when Nineveh was 
destroyed a c 606 and the cities (ver 6) would be the cities of which Nine 
veh was composed and the partial subjugation of Judsea by the Egyptians 
at this time may give occasion to the prayer (x 18) 

the Alphabetical structure Th^e are m the Psalter nine Psalms [§ 61 
ix x §62 xxxvii §§77 78 xxv xxxiv §i 0 o cxix §§135 13 6 CX1 cxii 
§ 147 cxlv ] on the acrostic or alphabetical arrangement the most elaborate 
specimen is the 119th Ps^lm (see § 130 note) Each letter of the alphabet 
m order forms the initial letter of consecutive verses. In most cases each 
letter is once employed in the 3rd chapter of Lamentations each letter forms 
the beginning of three and in the 119th Psalm of eight consecutive ver es 
Such an arrangement is constrained and artificial adapted for didactic rather 
than for lyrical expressions but it is an aid to memory, and was employed as 
a vehicle for lamentations or consolations addressed to others or for pro- 
poses of private devotion, to express confidence in the watchful protection of 
Jehovah (§ 77) to dwell on His attributes (§ 1^7) and to meditau. lovingly 
on every aspect and title of His written Law (§ 130) In the present Psalm 
the alphabetical structure is incomplete 

Ps ix 12 them 1 e the unjustly slam poor 1 e afflicted Cp § 29 
xn 1, note 

Ver 18 poor Cp ver 12 See Glossary 

Ps x 3 his own heart's desire 1 e he worships no C od but his own 
heart’s ambition Cp Habbakkuk 1 11 — 16 ‘Then shall his mind change 
and he shall pass over and offend imputing this his power unto his god 
Therefore they sacrifice unto their net and bum incense unto their drag 
because by them their portion is fat and their meat plenteous * The heart's 
desire in both passages being the same m the Psalm of the wicked per 
secutmg the poor ver 2 in the Prophet of the Chaldseans slaying the 
nations 

Ver 5 far above 1 e God s judgments are so & mote that he careth not 
for them Cp Job xxu 13 And thou sayest How doth God know? can 
He judge through the dark cloud? 

Ver 8 villages away from towns, where they might exercise them 
robberies unobserved 
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Ver 17 his works 1 e Thou shalt efface the rllults of his misdeeds 
so that no trace remains even to the searching eye of God Cp §62 

XXXV11 xo 

§ 62 Psalm xxxvii An alphabetical Psalm see §61, structure 
History The destruction of unnghteous empires probably the fall of 
Nineveh, A C 606 is taken as a text thereby to impress on the people the 
sure connexion between wickedness and punishment There are many quota 
tions from other books Cp ver 1 with Prov xxiv 19 ver 4 with Tob xxvn 
xo ver 6 with Job xi xj w 10 and 36 with Job vm x8 ver x^with Ps 
u 4 ver 16 with Prov xH 16 and ver 23 with Prov xx 24 
Ver 10 clean gone Cp §61 x 17 and note 

§ 63 Psalm tail History A prayer for blessing on a king who 
had just ascended the throne (perhaps for Josiah or for one later still ) that 
the diminished and impoverished kingdom of David might be restored to its 
former greatness and position It is the hope of an anointed king a 
Messiah who should restore the kingdom to Israel which fills so many of 
the Prophets from this time forward and which lockup to the expectation of 
that great Deliverer to whom finally the name of the Messiah was attached 
Structure For the two verses which are added at the end of the Psalm 
in the Authorized Version see Appendix A Cp § 29 xli note on structure 
Ver x Thy judgments 1 e the decisions which the king would be 
called on to make in his character of judge The^Psalmist prays that these 
may be m accordance with the will of God For the meaning of righteous 
ness and the understanding heart, see Solomon s prayer 1 Kings m 9 

Ver Q mountains— ngPteousness Cp Isaiah xxxn 16 17 Ihen 
judgment shall dwell in the wilderness and righteousness remain m the 
fruitful field and the work of righteousness shall be peace and the effect of 
righteousness quietness and assurance for ever 

After ver 4 one verse of two lines is wanting to complete the sense and 
the structure of the stanza. Perhaps the sense of ver 1 is repeated and 
the missing link maj be supplied by words like 

‘give the king Thy judgments O God 1 
and cover him with Thy righteousness * 

Ver 6 it, 1 e God s nghteousness imparted to the king Cp ver x 
note 

Ver 8 sea to sea x e from the Arabian Gulf on the South East to the 
Great or Mediterranean sea on the North West and again from the river 
Euphrates on the North East to the wildernesses on the South West of 
Canaan, the worlds enS This desenbes the boundaries of the Davidic 
empire. 

Ver 16 his fruit 1 e let the postenty of the king be numerous and 
strong as a heap of com piled hirfras. mount Lebanon. - Ctx.S.aa T xx j l r ^g. :[l _ r 
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PERIOD III Psalms of>tke Captivity §§ 64 — 89 

§ 64 ft Psalm XVii History Written amidst the terror caused by 
persecution it is full of passionate appeal of alternations of hope and despair 
Every hope and affection seemed to be crushed by being forced to leave this 
temple and city and there was no rest left for the pious but m God s presence 
The new thought of this period is the disregard of material prosperity m com 
panson with spiritual communion with God 

Ver 2 sentence i e X submit myself to Thy judgment, and m confi 
dence await Thy sentence 

Ver jo in fat i e are bloated with the presumption bred of prosperity 
Cp §8o lxxm 7 §130 qpx 70 and Deut xxxn 10 

Ver 14 this world Cp Job xxi 7—14 The idea of the world m the 
New Testament sense has not occurred before this life, 1 e of material 
prosperity m contrast with that spiritual communion with God which the 
Psalmist prays may be his portion treasures 1 e abundance of Gods 
material gifts 

Ver 16 Compare this prayer for spiritual communion with God with the 
earlier conceptions of seeing Him face to face and speaking with Him mouth 
to mouth once the privilege of Moses (Numbers xu 8), was uniq^ it has 
now in the new sense become the privilege of every righteous man 

§ 6 5 Psalm xvi A further unfolding of the characteristic thought of 
this period Fnends lave deserted God is the only refuge in Him alone 
is life and joy and abiding peace 

Ver 3 saints i e the Israelites called the kingdom of priests the 
holy nation * Ex xix 6 the saints, Deut xxxm 3, My beloved Jer \i 
15, yet follow the example of the heathen m running after strange Gods 
Ver 6 portion cup The double image of the division of a conquered 
land and the handing of the cup from the head of the family to each member 
seated at the table His portion is the living presence of Jehovah who 
counsels, warns and protects him against evil 

Ver 7 lines (1) a cord for measuring land Cp Amos vii 17 thy 
land shall be divided by line (2) the portion of lan^ so measured as here 
Ver 10 thy glory 1 e the soul Cp § 52 lvn 9 and note 
Vv 10—12 For this assurance of immortality for the soul of man m the 
presence of God cp §66 xhx 15 and Job xix 26 27 m §47 xxxvi 9, and 
Proverbs xn 28 we find the same thought more faintly expressed 

Ver xi grave In the Authorized Version two Hebrew words Sheol 
and Gehenna are both rendered Hell but as Hell is understood to mean a 
place of punishment (which in Hebrew is Gehenna) it is replaced in this 
version by the word grave whenever the original is Sheol, 1 e Hades 
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§ 66 Psalm xlr*- History A didactic Psafm to teach the great 
lesson which may be learnt from the terror and sorrow and trouble of this 
period To the harrowing bitterness of long persecution were added the new 
troubles peculiar to the Captivity contempt for the sufferings of Israel 
contempt for Jehovah as a God who could neither hear nor help and sepa 
ration from His presence m the Temple Such suffering was needed to open 
their eyes to the truth that all outwara greatness passes away and that only 
m God s spiritual presence within the heart is life 

Ver 4 incline mine ear, i e listen zn reverent silence for ^he divine 
revelation or teaching gark speech i e a fact or a truth to be explained 
Cp Numbers xn 8 Compare m the N T the use of the word mystery ’ to 
express a truth before hidden but now revealed The sense therefore is I 
will explain by my song what was before a riddle, viz the prospenty of the 
wicked 

Ver 8 redeem the soul, i e ransom the life cp v 9 Man is so far 
below God, that he can find no ransom which would persuade God to let him 
live 

Ver 14 sheep Cp §119 xliv 12 22 

Ver 1 5 redeem— grave Cp §65 xvi 10 — $2 and Hos xm 14 and 
Gen v 24. 

Ver 18 thee is equivalent to him of the preceding line but is more 
graphic doestuell le prosperest For the thought cp Luke xu 19 &c 

§67 Psalms xlii. xllii History Jeho?achm the last of Davids 
line the lion cub of the house of Judah (Ezek xix 6) was cast away like a 
broken j^essel (Jer xxn 24 js8) the voice of the young lion (Ezek xix 8) 
was no longer to be heard from the mountains of Israel the topmost shoot of 
the royal cedar tree (Ezek xvu 4) had been plucked by the eagle of the 
East and planted m the merchant city of the Euphrates From the top of 
Lebanon, from the heights of Bashan, from the ndges of Abanm the widowed 
country shrieked aloud as the tram of captives departed for the East and 
this psalm may not improbably be the outpouring of the King himself from 
the heights of Hermon as he looked down for the last time on the land which 
he was leaving See Stanley Jewish Church 11 541 

[Ps xlii] Ver 2 living God as opposed to the lifeless idols of the 
heathen 

Ver 4 I pour out my heart so that it brings me to despair when 
amid the mockery of wicked men 1 think on the time when I led up pro 
cessions to the Temple of God Cp Job x. 1 & xxx. 16 

Ver 8 the land of Jordan and 4/ the two Hermans signifies the North 
the hill of Mtzar Tne name signifies smallness hence m the Prayer 
Book Version little hill of Hermon perhaps it means the lower as con 
trasted with the upper ndge of Hermon 

Ver 9. one flood calleth to another At the thunder of the torrent of 
God s displeasure, wave biddeth wave come on — a picture of a rapid succes 
sion of calamities 

Ver 12 my hones are smitten asunder The mockery and reproach of 
my enemies is as though my veiy bones were being crushed and destroyed 
within me 

14—2 
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§ 68 psalm lx£xiv History Probably written by the same king 
Jehoiachim who composed the 42nd Psalm He languished for thirty six 
years m a Babylonian prison and this Psalm must have been written early 
in that period for the Temple is still standing (ver 4'' Pilgrimages to the 
Holy city were not uncommon (w 4 — 7) 

Ver 4 shall yet 1 e a better time shall come for those who are at 
Jerusalem * 

Ver 6 vale of misery 1 e those who having undertaken a pilgrimage to 
Jerusaleny go through the Baka valley the vale of misery , which forms 
the entrance to Palestine The cheering prospect of reaching God s House 
covers the barren desert with blessing For this lecture compare Hosean 
14, 15 Is xxxv 6 7 

Ver 7 strength to strength Each difficulty surmounted shall prove a 
fresh source of strength 

§ 69 Psalm, XXii History An exile in the hands of heathen cap 
tors (ver 7) depicts with tenderness and patience the many dangers (vv 1 7 
11 14, 18, 30) to which the worship of Jehovah has exposed him The terrors 
of his dungeon even his fondemnation to death (ver 18), do not shake his 
confidence in ultimate deliverance 

Ver 1 so far cp § ng xliv 23,24 §76 lxxi 10 
Ver 3 This title who dwelleth among the praises of Israel , has sup 
plied the place of the older title which dwelleth between the cherubims 
which occurs in 1 Sam. iv £~and 2 Sam vi 2 and is repeated m later Psalms 
§ 108 xcix 1 and § 122 lxxx 1 The Israelites loved to think of God as 
dwelling m the Temple they had built and ever at hand to aid them to 
them it was our holy and our beautiful housfS where oui father praised 
Thee ’ [Isaiah lxiv 11 ] in its most holy place even under the wings of the 
cherubims * was the oracle of God [1 Kings vin 6] hence the older title 
denoted a God, never far from His people ever ready to aid and to counsel 
them The new title expresses the same attributes of God, but no longer 
connects them with the place where our fathers praised God but with the 
praises they uttered wherever the people were gathered together to praise 
God there was He m the midst of them 

Ver 7 shoot out their lips Cp Job xvi 10 They have gaped upon 
me with their mouth shake Cp Lam 11 15 §119 xliv 15 § 74. cix 24. 
Ver 9 mothers womb, cp § 76 lxxi 5 

Ver 12 oxen i e his persecutors mighty bulls literally mighty ones 
The same metaphor occurs also Amos iv 1 Hear this word ye kme of 
Bashan [i e ye well fed women], that are in the mountain of Samaria, which 
oppress the poor, which crush the needy and Ezek/sxxxix 18 

Ver 14 poured out like water 1 e unstrung with grief so melting 
wax cp Lam. u it My liver is poured upon the earth for the destruction 
of the daughter of my people, stick out This is explained by Job xxxm 
21 § 41 cxh 8 

Ver is dried up Cp § 13 xxxu 4 My moisture is like the drought 
m summer 

Ver 17 staring i e, triumphing over me in my captzwtv and ill treatment 
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Ver 18 lots as w as customary ui the case o? condemned prisoners 
Cp Joel 111 3 Ob ii Nali in io 

Vv 20 si dog he w, buffaloes The Psalmist here to describe his 
enemies, returns to the use of the images used m w 12 13 16 

my darling Cp § 70 xxxv 17 the parallelism shews that this, expres 
sion is synonymous with my soul and therefore denotes the Psalmist, 

Ver si from among the pray& of the Psalmist comes to GocLfrom 
among the horns of the buffaloes who close him m on every side (ver 12) 

Ver 26 eat In contrast to the time when all his bones^tuck out 
(ver 14) your 1 e their by a change not uncommon m Hebrew poetry 
Ver 29 shall eat i*e their sadness is changed into banqueting carrying 
out the metaphor of ver 26 

Ver 30 dust 1 e of death (ver 15) whoso keepeth not literally 
who hath not lespited his life 1 e a prisoner in immediate peril of execu 
tion 

§§ 70 — 78 Psalms xxxv xxxviii xl. (including Ixx ) Ixix 
CIX 1 L Ixxi XXV XXXIV A group of Psalms telling the talc of a life 
m captivity 

§ 70 Psalm XXXV History The warlike character of the meta 
phor m this and the succeeding Psalm show the Psalmist to ha\e been 
conversant with military life (vv 123) He is now attacked by dangerous 
sickness (ver 15) and beset by the fake accu'mtions of powerful enemies 
His very misfortunes are taken as proofs of his guilt (ver n) 

Ver 4 This verse which makes the first strophe longer than the two 
succeedSig may have been* inserted here from § 72 xl 17 where it also 
occurs 

Ver 8 him The change from the plural to the singular shews the 
concentration of peisonal feeling against the leader of his enemies 

Ver xi know not of 1 e they demand satisfaction at my hands for inju 
nes said to have been inflicted by me of which I have never even heard 
Ver 13 my prayer 1 e his sorrow was so great that while he praj ed 
his head remained bowed upon his bosom. Cp x Kings xvui 42 where 
Elijah when praying put his face between his knees 

Ver 15 m mine adversity that is ‘ when I fell ill scourges that is, 
the scourges of pitiless and reviling tongues cp Job v 21 the scourge of 
the tongue atid I know it not le lam innocent 

Ver 16 deceit Literally crookedness that is, * intentional distortion 
of the truth 

Ver 17 darling *Cp § 69 xxn 20 and note lions Cp § 69 xxu 
X2 x6 2X 

Ver 19 wink with their eyes 1 e m mockery 
Ver 21 saw it, 1 e that the Psalmist was struck down with sickness 
Ver 22 Thou hast seen it A quick transition If his enemies have 
seen his fall and rejoiced over it there is one even God wno has seen their 
malicious exultation* 

§71 Ps?lm*xxxyili. See §70 xxxv 
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§ 72 Psalm Xl. ^including lxx) History The golden age of the writ 
ten Law before misunderstanding and misuse had obscured its spiritual mean 
mg The entire impossibility of fulfilling the service of the written Law has 
forced upon the Psalmist one of the lessons of the captivity that God is not 
a God who delighted m the blood of victims, but m the sacrifice of the will 
Structure Ps xl consists of two parts a thanksgiving for a former 
deliverance (w 1—15), and a prayer'Tor fresh help (w 14—21) The last 
strophe tw 16—21) is complete in itself, and reappears as Ps lxx of the 
Psalter r 

Ver 2 pit— mire Ihe allusion is to a dungeon similar to that in which 
Jeremiah was confined see Jer xxxvm 6 ‘and lif'the dungeon there was 
no water but mire so Jeremiah sunk in the mire Cp § 73 lxix 2 

Ver 3 thanksgiving The Psalmist had before been m trouble had 
prayed to God (ver 2) and been delivered (ver 3) and here the sentence he 
put a new song is followed by a quotation from the song of thanksgiving 
the words may have run thus r 

Thanks be to our God 1 
see this ye people, and fear 
ard put your trust u Jehovah 

He then quotes in verses 5 — 7 the succeeding words of the thanksgiving 
Ver 8 opened f iterally, had bored through his ears, 1 e made him 
who was deaf before, to hear cp Ruth iv 4 1 Sam ix 15 2 Sam vn 27 
Is 1 5 This means that god by His former dealings, had brought him to 
a clearer knowledge of His ways 

Ver 10 I come with the roll 0/ the book Under the image of bringing 
the roll of the newly found law he expresses hj$ approach to God (With the 
sacrifice not of victims but of an obedient heart Cp 1 Sam xv 22 The 
image accords well with the period to which the Psalm has been assigned 
roll Cp Jer xxxvi 2 8 

for me l e prescribing,/#*- me the obedience which God requires 
Ver 17 This verse occurs again § 70 xxxv 4 where it has been m 
serted possibly from this Psalm 

§73 Psalm lxix. History See §72 xl Cp allusions to captivity 
mw 34 36 

Ye 1 soul Here as in other passages where the context requires it 
life may be substituted for soul Cp Jer iv 10 §70 xxxv 4 § 74. cix 
30 § 76 lxxi 9, where A.V uses soul for life and 1 Sam xix 11 Job 
u 6 where life is admitted 

Ver 4 bones There are two readings here 1 They that would destroy 
me being mine enemies wrongfully are mighty ^2 They that are my 
wrongful enemies are more numerous than my bones The 2nd has been 
adopted retaining the Prayer Book expression that they would destroy me 
guiltless The number of the human bones was a familiar thought to this 
Psalmist, cp § 78 xxxiv 20 § 70 xxxv 10 § 29 li 8 

Ver 5 pay them that / never took 1 e under false accusation he is 
compelled to make restitution for robbenes of which he is guiltless Cp § 70 

XXXV Xl 
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Ver 13 gate the place of public resort Cp £en xix 1 E\ \xxu 
26 2 Sam 111 27 Jcr xvn 19 

Ver 13 acceptable time \ e the time of God s good pleasure 
Ver 14 truth l e faithful fulfilment 

Ver 16 pit Cp ver 2 ‘deep mire, and § 72 xl 2, ‘out of the hor 
nble pit out of the mire and clay and note 

Ver 22 they gave me le when I^ooked for sympathy I found mockery 
gall By this word the A V denotes some bitter and poisonous herb 
which cannot be exactly identified in Hos x 4 the same word is translated 
hemlock » 

Ver 2^ table Cpf*Is xu 5 He prays that his persecutors may be 
ruined by their luxury the thought of which appears suggested by his own 
want (ver 22I 

Ver 29 bool of the living 1 e from the register or civil list in which 
the names of citizens are enrolled Cp Ezek xm 9 Ezra 11 62 Ex 
\xxu 32 » 

§ 74 : Psalm cix. History The darkest hour of the captivity 
marked (1) by the animosity of renegade Israelites and (2) by an increasing 
vindictiveness m the sufferers from their persecution 

Ver 1 God of my praise 1 e the receiver of my praise 

Ver 3 my 1 e a part contrary to me 

Ver s him 1 e his special enemy an adversary 1 e accuser who 
had the right hand assigned to him so that ’ll his suggestions might be 
heard See Zee h 111 1 In ver 30 the constant readiness of God to help 
is expressed by His standing at the right hand of the helpless 

Ver 6 prayer be tunO'd into sm 1 e his prayer for mercy shall only 
aggravate his guilt and increase his condemnation Cp Prov xxvm 9 
* his prayer shall be abomination 

Ver 9 bread— homes 1 e let their night be spent m rums and their 
days m begging their bread 

Ver 10 stranger Cp Is v 17 the waste places of the fat ones shall 
strangers eat 

Ver 17 cursing — oil into his bones The curse upon him penetrates his 
being through and through the cursing w hich he wore to poison the lives of 
others now poisons his own 

Ver 22 that departeth literally, when it departeth The Psalmist is 
compared to a shadow which is on the point to fade away Cp §79 cu 11 
§ 142 exhv 4 and § 34 xc 4 note grasshopper 1 e locust driven away 
by the wind Cp Joel 11 20 I will remove far off from you the northern 
army(i e the locusts? and will dme him away (1 e by the wind) Job 
xxxix 20 Nahum m 17 Thy crowned are as the locusts and thy cap 
tains as the great grasshoppers which camp in the hedges in the cold day, 
but when the sun anseth they flee away ’ 

Vv 27—30 The idea of the fall of the wicked suggests that of the rise 
of the good hence the Psalm closes in peace 

Ver 30 judge his life 1 e oppress him by unjust judgment on a capital 
charge 
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§ 7 5 Psalm li r History The rise of a law higher than the law of 
outward ritual consequent on the fall of the Temple (vv 18 19) The imme 
diate occasion is the commission of a great cj-ime by the Psalmist a ‘blood 
guiltiness which required not only to be expiated by the hyssop of the 
ceremonial law but by a spiritual purification of the heart Contrast the 
subtle analysis of thought m this Psalm with the simplicity which marks the 
outburst of David s feelings on a similar occasion (§ 13 xxxn) 

Ver 4 against Thee— judge I think only of my sin m relation to God, 
and the alienation from Him which it has brought as its punishment I see 
why I haC, been allowed to sin in order that God s righteousness may be 
made ciear by his performing the highest act of $ judge viz by passing 
such a sentence as will lead to the reformation of the offender against 
Thee It appears from w 3 14 that the Psalmist has been guilty of some 
crime against a particular man In what sense then can he say that he has 
sinned only against God’ The Psalmist looks beyond the actual crime to the 
cause from which it sprung his own wnful nature So far does the cause 
outweigh the act m importance, that he loses sight of the offence against man 
Some recompence or some ceremonial purification may restore him to his 
place among his fellow me^ but Ins estrangement from God will last as long 
as its cause remains that is till the sinner honestly acknowledges his sinful 
ness and renews his relation with his God Cp § 71 xxxvm 18 Isaiah lix 
12 Amos v 21 that, 1 e m order that It is at first sight difficult to suppose 
it to be meant that God for his own good purposes intended that the Psalmist 
should sm But the idea is tot uncommon in the Old Testament to the Jews 
God was the ruler by whose fiat each event took place without His consent 
Satan could not tempt Job (cp Job 1 12) without Him the heart of pharaoh 
could not be hardened to refuse to let the child 1 " en of Israel go (cp Ex iv 
21) or that of Sihon to oppose their march (cp Deut 11 30) It is m this 
view the Psalmist could say that God made him to sm The result of the 
Psalmists sm has been his discernment of the righteousness of God he 
describes the result as if it had really been God’s aim m letting him sin 
sentence 1 e the judicial sentence of alienation from God which was the pun 
ishment of his sm This sentence was not delivered outwardly by the mouth 
of a prophet hut inwardly by the voice of conscience speaking to him m hiS 
own heart clear God as a judge is regarded as an officer under account 
His judgment in this case will be clear from all imputation of injustice 

Ver s behold This verse expresses the truth that m every human 
being there exists through the very conditions of his nature ail hereditary 
germ of future sm Cp Job xiv 4 ‘Who can bring a clean thing out of an 
unclean? not one Cp Job v 6 7 

Ver 6 secretly l e in the hidden chambers of tPe heart 

Ver 7 hyssop According to Num xix 16 17 18 in the case of unclean 
ness from touching a dead body hyssop was to be dipped in water containing 
the ashes of the red heifer and sprinkled over the unclean person If the 
Psalmist had been guilty of murder (cp ver 14) such lustration would have 
been required by the law hence its metaphorical use here would be appro 
pnate snow Cp Is l 18 

Ver 8 tones— broken metaphorically for a contrite heart’ (ver 17) 
Cp §26 vi 2 heal nu. for my bones are vexed my soul also is sore troubled 
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Ver 12 free, 1 e freely imparting its gifts cp glossary * free 

Ver 14 bbod guiltiness perhaps alluding to the special sm which gave 
occasion to the Psalm 

Ver 17 The sacrifice — spirit Cp § 15 iv 5 

Ver iS The connexion between the last two verses an>d the rest of the 

Psalm is not obvious As we have seen from § 72 xl 8 9 §73 lxix 31 32 

the idea, that the outward act car b«* dispensed with so long as the will 

be there is not strange to this time but why then does the Psalmist recur 
to the thought of ceremonial sacrifice 9 Because he yields to the force of 
circumstances and. submits to the fact that he cannot offer his thaUksgn. mg 
publicly m these troublot? times yet when Sion shall have been restoicd 
he will not abuse the law of liberty by neglecting to join his private grati 
tude to the public thanksgiving 

Ver 19 of righteousness 1 e a sacrifice rightly and duly performed 

§76 Psalm lxxi. History T^he close of the exile s life (w 8 16) 

Vv 1 2 These verses are taken with slight alteration from § 57 xxm 
T — 3 

Ver 5 womb Cp §69 xxn 9 10 

Ver 6 ?nonster 1 e prodigy So unnatural and incredible have been 
his sufferings that he is looked on as such See Glossary 

Ver 8 cast Cp §75 li 11 

Ver 14 I will come with 1 e will bring into the Temple as an offering 
to Thee the praise of Thy deeds Cp § 72 xl 9 ‘then said I, lo I come 
with the roll of the book that is written for me and note 

Ver 17 He vows (ver 20) oy the two attributes of God which can aid 
him m h* present distress v*z His righteousness and greatness that in ex 
pectation of deliverance he will ever praise God 

Ver 18 us 1 e the Psalmist and his people at this time the mdividu 
ality of the Psalmist is becoming more and more merged in the common 
nationality 

§§ 77 , 78 Psalms XXV, miv Structure Didactic psalms 
marked by a peculiar alphaDetical arrangement See § 77 xxv 7 note 

§ 77 Psalm xxv 

Ver 7 In the alphabetical arrangement of the original no verse begins 
with the sixth letter of the Hebrew alphabet but the full number of twenty 
two verses usual to alphabetical psalms is made up by the repetition of the 
17th letter at the beginning of the last verse This peculiarity has been 
imitated here to keep qp fie similarity of structure between this and the 
34th Psalm Cp note on the alphabetical structure p 208 

Ver 8 judgment 1 e maintains their case before the judge His jjny 
i e His government by which he helps the oppressed and purishes the 
oppressor 

Ver x6 at large Cp §13 xvui 1 9 
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§78 Ps alm yf-giv Structure see §77 xxv ver 7 note 
Ver 6 the poor 1 e the Psalmist 

Ver 7 angel 1 e the angelic host encompassing them as a guard Cp 
§117 xci 11 

§79 psalm cii. Hutory Jerusalem deserted and m rums (cp 
Lam iv 1 2) the Jews awaken to thoughts of a restored nationality 

The prayer The superscription of this Psalm differs m style from that of 
any other and may best be compared with Hab 111 1 See Appendix B It 
seems tc /be wutten by the Psalmist himself and is therefore included in the 
Psalm. r 

Ver 4. so that I forget to eat His sorrow is so great that he cannot 
eat Cp 1 Sam 1 7 2 Sam xn 17 21 

Ver 5 cleave For this sign of extreme emaciation cp Job xix 20 
My bone cleaveth to my skm and to my flesh and Lam iv 8 Their 
visage is blacker than a coal they are not known m the streets their skm 
cleaveth to their bones it is withered it is become like a stick 

Ver 6 pelican— owl These birds are frequently used by the Hebrews 
to convey the idea of loneliness and desolation Cp Job xxx 29 I am 
a brother to jackals and a companion to owls The owl is called in Arabic 
the mother of rums 

Ver 8 curse, 1 e use my name as a proverb m their oaths Cp Is 
Ixv 15 Num v 21 Zech vui 13 Jer xxix 22 And of them shall be 
taken up a curse by all thr, captivity of Judah which are m Babylon saying 
The Lord make thee like Zedekiah and like Ahab whom the king of Babylon 
roasted in the fire * 

Ver 9 ashes— bread a hyperbolical formrof expression for fiction is 
my daily portion For similar expressions cp Is xliv 20 Lam 111 15 
16 He hath filled me with bitterness he hath made me drunken with 
wormwood He hath also broken my teeth with gravel stones he hath 
covered me with ashes ’ 

Ver 10 cast me away The metaphor is the same as m Is xxn 17 18 
the Psalmist is lifted up on high and then tossed away like a ball 

Ver 11 shadow that dec line th. Cp §74 cix 22 and note Here the 
allusion is to the rapidity with which shadows lengthen and disappear at 
the close of day 

Ver 15 heathen— kings of the earth For the amplification of this hope 
which was intensified after the captivity see Zech xiv 9 16 and §63. 
Ixxu note 

Ver 18 this 1 e the quotation of the thanksgiving contained m the two 
preceding verses C 

Ver 20 children appointed unto death literally children of death 1 e 
the dying 

Ver 23 journey 1 e the journey of life 

§80 Psalm Ixxiii, History The riddle of the captivity Why 
does God allow the wicked to be so prosperous the righteous to be so 
persecuted? The Psalmist, while he trusts that the wrongs of the righteous 
will be redressed, feels also that even for the present the blessing of com 
mumon with God is higher than any earthly happiness 
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Vv 4 5 how they are m no pain The abrupt cUtnge of tense may be 
explained by supposing the Psalmist to be quoting the actual words of a 
previous Psalm, according to a Jbramon usage of this period Cp § 72 xl 5 
Ver 6 their neck is encompassed with pride as with a necklace so A V 
compasseth them about as a chain Cp also Is 111 16 raiment Cp §74. 

cix 17, 18 

Ver 7 fatness of heart Cp § % xvu 10 This very luxury and 
prospenty breed the proud thoughts of vv 8 9 

Vv 8 9 from on high— heaven The heathen tyrants give their com 
mands to the world as if they were the gods of it Compare the munificent 
vision of the fall of Baboon Is xiv 12 13 14 How art thou fallen from 
heaven O Lucifer son of the morning ' thou hast said in thine heart I will 
ascend into heaven I will exalt my throne above the stars of God I will sit 
also u the mount of the congregation m the sides of the north (cp note on 
§ 36 xlvm 2) I will ascend above the heights of the clouds I will be like 
the Most High * tongue 1 e their pr«ud proclamations 

Ver 10 Therefore 1 e by letting the heathen remain unchecked in their 
prospenty fall His people unto them or more exactly God alloweth His 
people to be led into some temptation they drvn\ their fill of the cup 1 e 
of the cup of treachery to God cp Christian Year 2nd Sunday after 
Epiphany 

Such is the world s gay gansh feast 
in her first charming bowl 
infusing all that fires the brea^ 
and cheats the unstable soul 

Literally^ they drink water in full (measure) God s people tempted by the 
offer of the prosperity which tf?e godless vaunt as the reward of apostasy, drink 
m the dangerous doctrines as eagerly as a thirsty traveller would drink 
water from a well Cp Job xv 16 * dnnketh iniquity like water, and Prov 
iv 17 xxvi 6 

Vv 11 — 13 Then have I Here the speech of those who are tempted to 
fall away unto the wicked introduced by the words say they (ver 11} is made 
more dramatic by being put into the mouth of one of them The temptation 
of the still faithful Israelite depicted in these graphic words lies in this 
thought — that he has subjected himself to the discipline of God s law in vain 
if blessings are thus showered on the head of the apostate 

Ver 14. I should have betrayed 1 e by not upholding the faith of a 
true Israelite and thereby adding to the temptations of the remnant of the 
faithful 

Ver 16 until I wet tie until I was admitted unto the secret counsels 
of God s dealings and learnt that the heathen are only raised to such pro 
spenty that the example of their h ml fall mav strike more terror into the 
world 

Ver 19 dream Cp § 0 4 xc 5 and Job xx 8 9 ‘He shall away 
as a dream and shall not be found yea he shall be chased away as a vision of 
the night the eye also which saw him si all sf*e him no more neither shall 
his place any more behold him at Thy presence 1 e w hen 1 hou arisest m 
judgment 
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Ver 20 was griPbed 1 e at the prosperity of the wicked 
Ver 2i foolish Cp § 66 xlix Man m his glory so he have no 
understanding is like unto the beasts that per%h lack of understanding being 
equivalent to unfaithfulness to God 

§ 81 Psalm lxxvil History The despair at the length of the cap 
trnty is dissipated by the thought that the same God who delivered Israel 
from Egypt of yore can also redeenf him from the land of Babylon now 
Cp §8o History 

Struofyere This Psalm has two parts The first pait consisting of the 
first i2 verses is mamly composed of quotations fr^m a former psalm which 
depicted a struggle between despair and hope m a night of anguish and 
described how relief came from remembering God s deliverances in the past 
The 2nd 4th and 5th verses describe the feelings of the Psalmist at the time 
of composing this former Psalm tne first part thus forms a preface to the 
2nd (w 13 — 20) which is a hymn of tnumph springing from the words ‘my 
talking shall be of Thy doings r 

Ver 2 / stretched out mine hand 1 e in entreaty to God Cp § ng 

xliv ax, ‘if we have forgotten the name of our God and holden up our hands 
to any strange god ’ Afo § 58 lxxxvm 9 Job xi 13 Lam u 18 19 
Exod xvu 10 

Ver 3 when I think upon God 1 e upon His dealings as yet unintel 
ligible Cp § 80 lxxm 

Ver 4 Thou didst htfd fast mine eyelids , 1 e I could not close them 
in sleep so perplexed was I 

Ver 10 This is my affliction even during the years of the right hand 
1 e this my suffering lasts notwithstanding* that Jehovah stillfhniles the 
world This reminds him of the deeds of Jehovah m the time of old and 
gives him hope of a second Exodus a gionous march across the desert which 
now divides him from his home 

Ver 15 Joseph as the father of Ephraim and Manasseh, is the repre 
sent iti\ e of the Northern kingdom Ephraim is used m the prophets in 
the same way as being the most powerful tribe of the Northern king 
dom 

Vv 16 — 18 For the description of Gods deliverance under the figure of 
a thunderstorm compare the song of Deborah (Judges v 4 Appendix C) 

§ 1x4. lxvm 7, 8, and § 12 xvm 

Ver 19 footsteps were not known 1 e becau e the waters closed again 
upon the path, by which He led them through the Red sea 

§ 82 Psalm xciv History The Captivity An appeal to God who 
chasteneth the nations not to reject His people or ever but to arise as 
judge of the world by taking vengeance on the oppressor and to redress the 
wrongs, under which the Psalmist labours 

Ver 13 pit, 1 e a pitfall to catch them, a common metaphor for retribu 
tion taken from hunting Cp Ezek xix 4 the Uon was taken m their 
pit and 8 

Ver 30 throne of iniquity an unrighteous judgment seat where de- 
cisions are regulated by the code of malice, which seeks only the misery oi 
others 
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§ 83 Psalm lxxxii. History A vision of judgment in the Captivity 
The Prophet appeals to God to judge the princes who are oppressing Israel 
and claiming to be the gods of we world The hope of the conversion of the 
heathen is one of the new features of the time (ver 8 note) This Psalm 
must be closely compared with the words of the contemporary prophet 
Ezekiel (xxvm 2 — 10) 

Son of man say unto the prince Tyrus Thus saith the Lord God 
Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said I am a god I sit m the 
seat of God in the midst of the seas yet thou art a man and not God 
though thou set thine heart as the heart of God behold theref&e I will 
bring strangers upon theQ the terrible of the nations and they shall draw 
their swords against the beauty of thy wisdom and they shall defile thy 
brightness they shall bring thee down to the pit and thou shalt die the 
deaths of them that are slam m the midst of the seas Wilt thou yet say 
before him that slayeth thee I am God ? but thou shalt be a man and no 
god in the hand of him that slayeth thee thou shalt die the deaths of the 
uncircumcised by the hand of strangers for I have spoken it saith the Lord 
God Cp also 1b vv 14 25 26 \xu 3 15 — 18 

Ver 1 m the congregation of princes Cp tho^nighty in the Authorised 
Version more literally in gods assembly 1 e either the assembly that 
God holds or the assembly of gods by gods or princes are meant the 
heathen princes or rulers who oppress the Israelites m their captivity Cp 
ver 8 and § 53 lvm notes He gweth judgment For a similar picture 
cp Is 111 ij — 15 I he Lord standeth up to plt&d and standeth to ludge 
the people the Lord will enter into judgment with the ancients of His people 
and the nrinces thereof what mean ye that ye beat My people to pieces 
and grind the faces of the podH saith the Lord God of hosts 

Ver 2 accept the persons Cp Deut 1 17, Ye shall not respect 
persons m judgment but ye shall hear the small as well as the great ye 
shall not be afraid of the face of man So to express the impartiality of 
Divine justice it is said that God accepteth no man s person 

Ver s foundations , 1 e of social order Cp § 1 xi 3, note The per 
version of justice produces anarchy in the state 

Ver 6 I said ye are gods For the meaning of this title cp § 16 
11 7 note for similar false assumptions cp the description of the cour 
tiers of Danus the Mede (Dan v ) and the title of Divus, which the 
Roman emperors arrogated to themselves As justice was the highest virtue 
in the ancient world, judges were looked upon as the very oracles and 
expounders of God s will The office of judge was the function which 
Moses specially reserved to himself, and which he only allowed to be 
xercised by others as** his delegates, when its duties finally outran his 
powers as early as Exodus a judge was nearly synonymous with a prince 
(Ex. 11 14 Num xvi 13) and before the establishment of the monarchy this 
was the only royal function which was assigned to any earthiy ruler Hence 
to the Israelitish mind a peculiar sanctity was always attached to the office 
Ver 8 all heathen The relation of the God of Israel to the heathen 
the fact that He was Lord over all the peoples of the earth, was one of the 
lessons of the captivity, the greatest of the new truths, which the Psalmists 
and Prophets of this period were constantly teaching the most exclusive of 
all nations 
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§ 84 Psalm Sir or llU The Captivity (ver n) See §83 History 
The prophet s tone is more hopeful perhaps Babylon is already tottering to 
its fall For a similar prophetic utterance /tp Is xxi 3 6,8,9 A griev 
ous vision is declared unto me the treacherous dealer dealeth treacherously 
and the spoiler spoileth Go up O Elam besiege O Media for thus hath 
the Lord said unto me ‘Go set a watchman let him declare what he seeth 
And he cned Behold here cometh r horseman and a couple of horsemen 
And he answered and said Babylon is fallen, is fallen and all the graven 
images of her gods He hath broken unto the ground * 

Stn&ture The 14th and 53rd are different versions of one and the same 
Psalm Between the 4th and 5th verses the PrayCr Book Version following 
the Vulgate and a MS of LXX inserts the following three verses, which are 
not found m the Authorised Version Their throat is an open sepulchre, with 
their tongues do they deceive the poison of asps is under their lips their 
mouth is full of cursing (or perjury) and deceit their feet are swift to shed 
blood Destruction and unhappiness r in their ways and the way of peace do 
they not know 1 here is no fear of God before their eyeb The fact of these 
three verses which are really a cento from various Psalms following imme 
diately upon the quotation of the 3rd and 4th verses m the Epistle to the 
Romans (111 13 — 18) led the copyist into the belief that it was a continuous 
quotation, and he consequently inserted the three verses m the MS of the 
Psalm 

Ver 1 the fool As righteousness was equivalent to blessedness (cp § 25 
xxiu 3, note) so wisdom ^or understanding was synonymous with godliness 
and virtue cp vv 2 3 The fool or vile person is defined (Is. xxxu 6) as 
one who worketh iniquity and uttereth error against Jehovah Tl^ heathen 
as idolaters were specially thus designated, cp Deut xxxu 21 I will pro 
voke them to anger with a foolish nation and Wisd 1 3 

Ver 3 the children of men 1 e the heathen as distinguished from the 
chosen people of God 

Ver 8 (5) eating up My people as it were bread Cp Jer 1 17 Israelis 
a scattered sheep the lions have dnven him away first the king of Assyria 
hath devoured him, and last this Nebuchadrez7ar king of Babylon hath 
broken his bones And Micah 111 3 Hear ye princes of the house of Jacot) 
Is it not for you to know judgment? who eat the flesh of My people ano 
flay their skin from off them and they break their bones and chop them m 
pieces as for the pot, and as flesh within the cald on 

Ver 9 (6) that was no fear , 1 e was no mere fear but a stern reality a 
forcible picture of the sudden destruction which would be brought by God on 
their present oppressors as on Assyna of old It majrks the deep impression 
made on the mind of the nation by the catastropue of the great army of 
Sennacherib This is the version of the 53rd Psalm the 14th has, 
then were they afraid with a fear 

that God was m the generation 01 the righteous 1 
they took counsel against the poor, but ye shall see that it is vain 
for Jehovah is his refuge 1 

Ver 10 (7) poor i e the afflicted people of Israel 

§§ 85 — 108 History The fourteen Psalms which begin with the 
120th and end with the 134th (omitting the i3snd) appear to form a smaller 
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Psalter by themselves j. hey are called the songs of^he goings up, 1 e of 
the goings up from captivity mfact they are pilgrim odes 

§ 85 Psalm CXX. History The pilgrim passing through the desert 
from Bab> Ion to his home in Palestine is beset by savage tribes (ver 5) who 
have no reverence for the sanctity of a treaty 

Ver s deliver my soul, 1 e save my life from the treachery of these 
Bedouin tribes * 

Ver 3 give or do unto thee Cp the formula of cursing, 1 God do so to 
thee and more also 1 Sam 111 17 # 

Ver 4 The arrows^ are often interpreted as the reward of the false 
tongue, but cp § 52 lvu 5 whose teeth are spears and arrows and their 
tongue a sharp sword and § 54. lix 7 swords are in their lips where 
swords and arrows are the types of the tongue of a foe Cp also Jer ix 8 
hot burning coals , m the Authorised Version coals of jumper more cor 
rectly, of broom Burchardt the Syrian traveller, mentions that the root of 
the broom was used for fires in the aesert and retained its heat for a con 
siderable time The tongue is spoken of as a fire m James 111 6 

Ver 5 Meshech and Kedar two tribes mentioned as being far from 
Jerusalem, and on account of their remoteness considered types of barbarism 
Meshech , the Moschi of Herodotus a tribe m the extreme North (dwelling 
on the skirts of the Caucasus) and so contrasted with Kedar ox Arabia (Is 
xxi 13 16) on the South as if they were the Scylla and Charybdis of a 
passage through the desert Meshech appears a* an ally of Magog 1 e of 
the Scythian hordes, in Ezekiel xxxvm 2 See Gen x 2 

§8Gj, Psalm cxxi History A Pilgrim Ode A prayer for safe 
conduct through the desert''* For the answer to the prayer compare the 
description of the power of God carrying all Israel safely through the perils 
of their return m Is xl 10 11 30 31 

Ver 1 hills i.e of Palestine The exile is yearning for the mountains 
of Israel cp Nahum 1 15, and Ezek vi 3 xxxiv 13 xxxvi 4 'whence 
cometk The thought m these lines is I long for my name hills Who will 
guide me to them 9 God Cp § 3 xxiv 8 10 

Ver 3 4. keepeth thee 1 e as the sentinel of the nightly encampment 
Ver s shelter (or shade) against the rays of the sun Compare abide 
under the shadow of the Almighty §117 xci 1, where the idea is ex 
panded (1 — 14) 

Ver 6 the moon Ihe idea of the baneful influence of the moon is 
common in the East 

Ver 8 going out-~commg m A common expression m the Bible for the 
whole daily life 1 

§ 87 Psalm t yraHi History 4 . sigh of the exiles for their return 
they are waiting m patience for the summons of the Almighty 

Ver 1 loot unto the hand 1 e as slaies wait for their master s hand to 
beckon them The expression is especially appropriate m the mouth of one 
working among the slave owners of Babylon 

Ver 4 wealthy more exactly those that arc at ease (A V ) 
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§ 88 Psalm CXifftX History A Pilgrim Ode The exile longeth 
for the sun of Jehovah s mercy to rise and chase away the dark night of 
captivity (w 78) [ 

Ver 4 This is a time when the fear ofO-od will be better promoted by 
an exhibition of His gentler attributes of loving mercy and faithfulness than 
by a further revelation of His power 

Vers His word le His promise of blessing and deliverance Cp §51 
lvi s, 10 

Ver 6 more 1 e more eagerly than the sentinel waiteth for the dawn 
of day \ftiich is to free him from his wearisome post 

Ver 8 from the penalty of the sins of their prosperity, for which they 
are now suffering retribution m their exile Cp Jer ix 13 — 16 

§ 89 Psalm CXXXl History A Pilgrim Ode descnbmg the un 
ruffled calm of an exile who trusts m God 

Ver 2 1 do not exercise myself in great matters I speak only of the 

simple duty of submission to God s will I do not indulge m restless thoughts 
or visions of a great deliverance Cp Jer x\s 5 

Ver 3 refrain literally level The storm of passion is lulled to rest 
a leaned child As trfe child that is fully weaned rests quietly on its 
mother s bosom without yearning any longer for the breast so the Psalmist s 
soul rests within him (or upon him) weaned from passionate longing and 
acquiescing in the dispensation of God The difficulty lies in the words 
within me which to makefile comparison accurate should be translated on 
me, as though a man s soul were resting on his arms, like a child on the 
breast of its mother 
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PERIOD IV §§ 90—^29 Psalms from the Time of the 
rehnltwig of the Temple 

§§ 90 — 129 History The destruction of Babylon by Cyrus freed 
Israel from the thraldom of the Chaldeans In the following Psalms we see 
the results of the captivity which may be thus briefly epitomized 

The nation once careless of the law were becoming worshippers of its very 
letter once tempted by idolatry they now treated it with scorn cftce below 
the teaching of sacrifice* they had now risen to spiritual worship through 
prayer once ngorously exclusive they now saw their ideal in the king who 
should enrol all the world as citizens of a spiritual Jerusalem The future 
duty of the nation was to make themselves read} for his advent 

§ 90 Psalm cxxiv History A Pilgrim Ode The rule of Babylon 
had been broken by Cyrus and the captives were freed from the meshes of 
the net which had so long kept them struggling in its toils (ver 6) 

Ver 2 swallowed Cp § 43 lv 16 Prov 1 12 Compare the fate of the 
company of Korah as described m Num xvi 32 35 

Ver 3 waters 1 e enemies The picture of a swollen mountain 
torrent sweeping all before it is frequently used to describe the sudden and 
overwhelming attack of enemies So m Is vui 7 it is used of the Assyrian 
invasion Cp also § 142 cxIiy 7 § 12 xvm 16 ^ 

§ 91 Psalm cxxix History An outburst of joy at deliverance from 
captivity 

Vv 3i >6, / ploughers gvpss mowers for the frequency of agricultural 
images compare the prophet Amos 

Ver 3 back Cp Is 1 6 I gave my back to the smiters lb li 23 
They that afflict thee have said to thy soul Bow down that we may go 
over and thou hast laid thy body as the ground and as the street, to them 
that went over 

Ver 4 harness More exactly ‘cut the traces As when the cords 
which bind the oxen to the plough are broken, the plougher can no more 
furrow the earth so God has cut off from the tyrants the means of the exercise 
of their tyranny Cp § 90 cxxiv History 

Ver 6 grass from Is xxxvu 27 Therefore their inhabitants were of 
small power they were dismayed and confounded they were as the grass of 
the field and as the green herb as the grass of the housetops, and as the 
corn blasted before it be grown up * 

Ver 8 Jehovah proper you Cp the greeting of Boaz to his reapers 
Ruth 11 4 

§§ 92 , 93 Psalms CXXV, CXXVL History The new community 
had been established m Jerusalem by Zerubbabel (cxxv 1 s>) but the 
rebuilding of the temple was at a standstill from the heavy pressure of the 
Samaritans supported by Persian nobles Inspired no doubt by the dennn 
(nations of the contemporary Prophets Haggai and Zechanah the Psalmist 
dispels the terrors of the despairing by his confident assurance of future 
victory (Ezra iv 4) 
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§ 92 Psalm c£kv 

Ver a stand about Though to the traveller who faces Jerusalem the 
towers seem to stand out against the sky ar i to be higher than the hills m 
the immediate neighbourhood yet to the worshipper in the 1 emple the Mount 
of Olives, which considerably overtops even the highest part of Mount Sion, 
might from the fact of its outlying portions bending round towards the city, 
naturally give the effect of sia nding^round about Jerusalem Like Rome 
the Holy City had its nearer and more remote barriers of protecting hills as 
Rome ha*d its Janiculum hard by and its Apennme and Alban mountains m 
the distance so Jerusalem had its Olivet hard by and on the outposts of its 
plain Mizpeh Gibeon and Ramah and the ridge winch divides it from Beth 
lehem These hills act as a shelter and must be surmounted before the 
traveller can see or the invader attack the Holy City and the distant line of 
Moab would always seem to rise as a wall against invaders from the remote 
East (From Stanley s Sinai and Palestine 3rd Edit pp 174 175 ) 

so standeth Jehovah round about ~Iis people Cp Zech 11 4, 5 Jeru 
salem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for I saith the Lord will 
be unto her a wall of fire round about 

Ver 3 rest upon 1^ the heathen shall not always lay his hand so 
heavily upon the promised land (the lot of the true Israelite) lest the people 
be tempted by prolonged adversity to leave the true religion 

Ver s crooked ways 1 e let those who are Israelites by birth but rene 
gades at heart be swept^away with the evildoers 1 e the heathen foe to 
whose camp they really belong 

§ 93 Psalm cxxvi. History A contr-st between the man^ dangers 
of the present with the unclouded joy of the first years after the return from 
captivity 

Ver 1 captivity 1. e captives Cp Jer xxx 17—19 Because they 
called thee an outcast saying * This is Sion whom no man seeketh after 
thus saith Jehovah Behold I will bring again the captivity of Jacob’s tents 
and have mercy on his dwelhngplaces and the city shall be builded upon 
her own heap and the palace shall remain after the manner thereof and out 
of them shall proceed thanksgiving and the voice of them that make merry ’ 
dream i e we could not believe our senses for joy we seemed to be dreaming 
Vv 1 a 3 4 then-then — then — then 1 e at the time of the return 
which is contrasted with their present time of danger 

Ver 5 rivers in the souths so Job compares his false friends to the 
stream of brooks which when it is hot are consumed out of their place 
they go to nothing and pensh (Jobvi 1$ 17 18) 

Ver 6 sow in tears Sion though now built in tears shall have a glonous 
future The new colonists seem to have experienced the literal meaning of 
the words nt the alternations of drought and plenty cp the words of the 
contemporary prophet Haggai (1 xo xx m 19) as also § 113 lxvu 6 § 126 

IXXXV 13 

Ver 7 he that nmv sheaves with him more exactly 
going he shall go and weep bearing a load of «eed 
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§94 Psalm cxxvii History The re peopling of Jerusalem The 
people are rebuked for rebuilding their own homes before they restored the 
Temple of the Lord (Haggai 1 ^ — g) 

Ver 3 blesseth, i e by watching over them Himself The things which 
are to others the fruits of anxious toil come to those who cast their care on 
God as things in a dream without forethought or expectation on their part 
Cp Prov x 22 The blessing of the Lord it maketh rich and He addeth 
no sorrow with it 

Ver 5 arrows— quiver an image especially appropriate when"the imme 
diate need was of men tft defend the walls (Ezra iv 4) so arrows are called 
m Lam m 13 the sons of the quiver the sons of our youth 1 e those that 
would soon be grown up m time to protect the city walls 

Ver 6 gate Cp Gen xxn 17 thy seed shall possess the gate of his 
enemies and xxiv 60 be thou the mother of thousands of millions, and let 
thy seed possess the gate of those whigh hate them 

§ 95 Psalm cxxviii See § 94 

Ver 2 shall eat the labour of thine hands perhaps a reference to the 
inroads of Samaritan foes who often carried airay the harvest the hard 
earned fruits of toil 

§ 96 Psalm cxxxiii History An appeal to the tribes now coloniz 
mg Canaan to recognize the pre eminent sanctity of the hill of Sion as the 
seat of their national worship (cp §36 xlvm 2 §114 lxvm 18} 

Ver 1 dwell together 1 e be gathered together again from their dis 
persion § ** captivity Cp Jeg xxxi 10 ‘Hear the word of Jehovah O ye 
nations and declare it m the isles afar off and say He that scattered Israel 
will gather him and keep him as a shepherd does his flock ’ The blessings 
of unity are compared (1) to the all pervading fragrance of holy oil, and (2) to 
the moisture that is Dome from the snow capped Hermon and falls in refresh 
mg drops on the dry southern hills of Judah. The thought of the High 
Priest suggests the idea of the Temple and this naturally passes mto the 
thought of the Holy Hill while the earthly dew of Hermon passes into the 
heavenly blessing of Sion The verse shews the mutual dependence of North 
and South 

\er 2 ointment cp Ex xxix 7 

Ver 4, life for evermore Contrast the blessing here promised with the 
threat contained m Jer xxxi 36 ‘ If those ordinances depart from before me, 
then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for 
ever 

§ 97 Psalm, cxxxiv History A Temple-hymn For the efforts 
made to re establish something like the old Temple u orship before the new 
Temple was built see the accounts ofjeshuu and Zerubbabel (Ezra 111 689) 

Ver 2 by night the pnests lodged round about the House of God and 
some were employed day and night. Cp 1 Chron ix 27, 34 The lamps 
were kept burning all night Ex xxvu. 20 21 

Ver 3 to the sanctuary or rather to the mercy seat (§56 xxvm 2) 

15 — 2 
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Ver 4 thee i e die Psalmist himself for he represents the priests as 
pronouncing a blessing on the congregation m/uiswer to their previous appeal 
mw 1—3 

§ 98 Ps alm CXX1L History A blessing on a party of pilgrims 
Vv 1, 8 9 /, the speaker is apparently an aged exile himself unequal to 

a journey across the desert r 

Ver 3 compact The deep ravines which separate Jerusalem from 
the rocky plateau of which it forms a part are a rare feature m the scenery of 
the Holland Something of the same effect is produced by the vast rents 
surrounding Granada on the table lands which c|9wn the summits of the 
Spanish mountains But m Palestine Jerusalem alone is so entrenched and 
from this cause derives m great measure her early strength (2 Sam v 6 Josh 
xv 63) and subsequent greatness The deep depressions which thus secured 
the city, must like the Jordan valley to the whole country have always acted 
as its natural defence but they also determined its natural boundaries The 
city wherever else it spread could never overleap the valley of the Kedron or 
of Hmnom The expression of compactness was still more appropriate to the 
original city if as seems probable the valley of Tyropceon formed m earlier 
times a fosse within a fosse shutting in Sion and Moriah into one compact 
mass not more than half a mile in breadth (Stanley Sinai and Palestine 
3rd edition, pp 172 173 ) 

Ver 4 went up In allusion to the law requiring all males to attend the 
three great feasts Ex xfni 17 xxxiv 23 Deut xvi 16 

Ver s house 0/ David an allusion especially appropriate at a time 
when Zerubbabel, a descendant of David, was the lirshatha at Jerusalem 
Cp Ezra u 1 63 

Vv 6, 7 peace— prosperous peace— plenteousness the alliteration m these 
verses represents the play on the meaning of Jerusalem as a peaceful pos 
session 

Ver 9 seek to do thee good 1 e win a blessing for thee by my prayers 
§99 Psalm lxxxvii History 1 he foundation of the new temple 
by Zerubbabel (Ezra m 10) The hope of the comprehension of the heathen 
is the great lesson which the Jews learnt by their connection with the cdp 
tmty X his is the ruling idea of the Psalm Of every man be he Egyptian, 
Chaldsean Philistine, Tyrian or Ethiopian it shall be said *he was bom in 
Sion if only he be a worshipper of Jehovah In the words of the contem 
porary prophet (Zech vm 22 23), many and strong nations would come to 
seek the Lord of Hosts m Jerusalem and to pray before the Lord men of all 
languages of the world would take hold of the skirt of him that was a Jew 
saying, we will go with you, for we have heard th# God is with you 

Ver 1 The first verse stands simply His founded (city) upon the holy 
hills cp Is xiv 32 The abruptness of the opening requires us to supply in 
words or in thought the commencement of the next verse 

Ver 2 are spoken 0/ thee ne by the prophets and especially by Isaiah, 
cp u 2 — 4 ‘The mountain of the Lord s house shall be established and all 
nations shall flow unto it,’ xi 10 ‘There shall be a root of jesse which shall 
stand for an ensign of the people to it shall the Gertiles seek so with 
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special reference to Ethiopia (xvm), Egypt (xix) Phi^istia (xx) lyre (xxm) 
cp especially xix. 21—25, The Egyptians shall know the Lord m that day, 
and shall do sacnfice and obladpn yea, they shall vow a vow unto the Lord 
and perform it Blessed be B%yp My people and Assyria the work of My 
hands and Israel Mine inheritance * The promises m some passages seem 
to be limited to the outcasts of Israel and die dispersed of Judah, m others 
to be more general n 

Ver 3 Rahab, literally the proud one 1 e Egypt a poetical name 
especially used where there is an allusion to Israel s escape out of the clutches 
of Egypt cp Job xxvi 12 * He divideth the sea with His power *&dsmiteth 
through Rahab (AV f £he proud) lb ix 13 the helpers of Rahab (AV 
the proud helpers ) do stoop under Him Cp also Is li 9 §124 lxxxix 10 
Ver 4. this man 1 e each individual of all this innumerable multitude of 
nations shall have the rights of Jewish descent and be counted for sons of 
Abraham born m Jerusalem Cp note on ver 2 and vv 5 6 

Ver 6 Jehovah shall count theig names when He maketh the lists of 
citizens m His city cp Ezek xm 9 they shall not be in the assembly of My 
people neither shall they be written in the house of Israel neither shall they 
enter mto the land of Israel For the custom of l^epmg rolls of citizens cp 
Ezra 11 59 Neh vn 5 

Ver 7 singers also and dancers A picture of the futuie glones of Sion 
when the singers and dancers of the world should no longer prostitute their 
talents to the services of profane or lascivious worship but raise their united 
voice to Jehovah m His Temple fresh springs \ e the sources of all joys 
The change from the description of the actual services to the idea of the po 
tential g^eatgess of Sion is abrupt But the brevity of expression is so great 
that the meaning is necessaxfty obscure Another rendering with a slight 
alteration of the Hebrew punctuation is They both dance and sing all 
that dwell m thee 

§100 Psalm CXXXViL History The restoration under Zerubbabel 
The hopes of a revival of the ancient empire of David intensified the patriotic 
zeal of the nation This feeling vents itself on the Edomites who had joined 
the invading host of N ebuchadnezzar m that fatal day of J erusalem and had 
received a portion of the land as a reward for their share m the destruction of 
the kingdom. Cp Stanley’s Jewish Church 11 pp 556 7 Contrast with 
the bitterness of this Psalm the comprehensive spirit of the last, § 99 Ixxxvn 
Ver 5 right hand Cp 1 Kings xm 4, § 37 Ixxvi 5 cunning 1 e 
musical skill Cp Glossary 

Ver 6 to my joy So A V prefer Jerusalem above my chief joy * 

Ver 7 Remembenfagain^t) the children of Edom the day of Jerusalem 
1 e requite them for their share in its destruction 

Ver 8 daughter of Babylon The word daughter is used of cities m 
general which are thus personified Cp Is x 32 He shall shake his hand 
against the mount of the daughter of Sion the hill of Jerusalem wastesl 
with misery, ambiguous either layest waste thus giving the justification of 
the following prayer for vengeance or wasting away 1 e doomed to de 
struction Babylon had been already conquered 
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Ver g throweth t^em against the stones, cp Hos x 14 (of Israel) all 
thy fulness shall be destroyed as Shalman spoiled Betharbel m the day of 
battle the mother was dashed to pieces upon /ter children * 

§§ 101 — 104 : Psalms CXVlil, CXXV, cvi, OXXXVlli History All 

these Psalms were composed after some great deliverance The first two 
were designed for an elaborate Templefservice and were probably sung at the 
great festivals celebrating the restoration of the Hebrews to their country 
under Zergbbabel (Ezra m 4) 

§ 101 Psalm cxviii Compare w 5, 10—12, 22 and note with 
§§xoi — 104 History 

Ver 1 O give— for ever fromjer xxxm 11 Praise the Lord of Hosts 
for the Lord is good and His mercy endureth for ever § 46 cxxxvi 1 
O give thanks unto the Lord for He is gracious, and His mercy endureth 
for ever and § 133 cvi 1 we see tha~ the form of praise m the first verse 
was a customary formula in the Temple services Here it is to be thrice 
uttered by the Israelites and repeated by the proselytes here called those 
who fear Jehovah, asm§ffg xxn 23 where they that fear the Lord are 
distinguished from ‘ the seed of Israel and Jacob 

Ver 9 princes Of the fickleness of princes the Israelites had had full 
experience m captivity see Ezra iv Cp § 148 cxlvi 3 

Ver 12 bees cp Ex 28 I will send hornets before thee which 

shall drive out the Hivite etc 

Ver 18 Jehovah— death Cp Jer x 24 25 

Ver 19 gates of righteousness 1 e the gatgs of the Tempi's op^n only 
to the righteous Cp § 5 xv 1 2 and Is xxvi 2 OpGn ye the gates that 
the nghteous nation may enter it 1 e the strong city of Judah 

Ver 22 stone which the builders refused The meaning is that the 
despised nation of Israel whom the proud builders of Babel had discarded 
and would have destroyed is really the first stone and foundation of the king 
dom of God Cp Is xxvm 16 Therefore thus saith the Lord God Bi- 
hold, I lay in Sion for a foundation a stone a tried stone a precious corner 
stone a sure foundation while m Jer li 26 it is said of Babylon striving for 
universal dominion, they shall not take of thee a stone for a comer nor a 
stone for a foundation For the expression cp Job xxxvm 6 for the 
thought contained in the verse see Zech iv 6 — 10 

Ver 24 day 1 e a feast day celebrated in accordance with ancient 
custom 

§ 102 Psalm CXV History See §§101 — 104 This psalm contains 
the great lesson of the Captivity The Jews had been hitherto prone to 
idolatry, but after their return they treated it with scorn 

Ver 1 mercy— truth, mercy m delivering us from the heathen cp ver 2 
truth in keeping the promises made to our forefathers Cp Glossary 

Vv 16—18 the earth hath He gtven to the children of men that they 
may praise Him thereupon so will we for evermore 
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§103 Psalm CXVl History Cp §§ 101—2^4 
Ver 3 is derived from § 12 xvm 4 
Vv 7 8 9 are derived fron* § 51 lvi 13 

Ver 10 when I say T^e meaning is this The afflictions I have 
endured have taught me the lesson of confidence m God and the folly of 
trusting to man When I exclaim X have been sore troubled but am already 
delivered my faith revives the r^nembrance of deliverance from past 
dangers makes me believe m deliverance from my present trouble wa$ 
This word is emphatic his troubles are a thing of the past 

Ver 12 The cup is a frequent metaphor for the portion allotfrd to man 
(1) of blessing as in §6^ xvi 6 § 25 xxm 5 (2) of adversity as m § 1 xi 7 
§ 38 lxxv 9 Here by a figure Jehovah is represented as a host offering a 
cup of blessing to His guest. The meaning is my best thank offering to God 
is cheerfully to accept the blessings which He bestows 

Ver 13 dear is the death of His saints 1 e my deliverance from the 
jaws of death is a proof of the value pod sets upon the lives of His saints 
Cp §63 lxxn 14 

Ver 14 bonds 1 e freed me from captivity 

§ 104: Psalm CXXXVlil History Forlhe hope of the conversion 
of heathen nations characteristic of the time of Zerubbabel, see Zech vm 20 
23 and ix 7 

Ver 1 before God 1 e before the mercy seat in the Holy Place the 
Temple Cp 2 Kings xiu 23 9 

Ver 2 word 1 e fulfilment of promise above all things 1 e above all 
that we have heard of Thee hast Thou fulfilled Thy promise God's Name 
here a^elsewhere naeans not only His titles but all that is known of Him 
bj revelation and tradition 

Ver 6 lowly Cp Is Ivu 15 ‘Thus saith the High and Lofty One 
that mhabiteth eternity * I dwell m the High and Holy place with him also 
that is of a contrite and humble spirit to revive the spirit of the humble and 
to revive the heart of the contrite ones 

Ver 8 despise— work 1 e complete the good work of deliverance which 
"thou hast begun 

§ 105’ — 112 Psalm XCli, XClii, XCV— C Psalms of joy composed 
after the return from captivity 

§ 105 Psalm xcii 

Ver 9 oil Cp §41 cxli 6 

Ver 10 his is th^old form of its See Glossary 

§ 106 Psalm xciil History The fury of the heathen quelled b> 
the voice of Jehovah The fury of the heathen is represented under the 
figure of a stormy sea. Cp Jer xlvi 7 8 where the fury of Egypt is repre 
sented as a Hood 

Ver s voice The imagery is from thunder As the thunder drowns 
the fury of the waves so the voice of God silences the tumults of the world 
Cp §35 xlvi 3 
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Ver 6 testimonies 1 e oracles commandments See Glossary 
holiness hecometh Thine House 1 e only the holy people (Israel) shall enter 
it, cp Joel xu 7 Then shall Jerusalem be holy and there shall no strangers 
pass through her any more 

§107 Psalm xcvii History The tnumpn of Jehovah over the 
heathen The three new lessons learnt m captivity are here expressed i 
the great deliverance iw 3—6) 2 the *com of idols (ve 7) > 3 the extension 
ofrview to countries beyond the sea (ver 1) 

Ver 1 isles 1 e shores This expression is used (1) for the islands or 
shores of file Mediterranean (cp § 63 Ixxn 10), (2) for the lands of the 
heathen generally as m the Psalms of this period sfnd m the contemporary 
prophet (Is xl— lxx) In Ezek xxvu 15 it is used of the Persian gulf 

Ver 3 fire 1 e lightning cp ver 4. For the picture see § 12 xvm 
7—13 

Ver 8 judgments 1 e on the heathen 

§ ^08 Psalm XCiX An exhortation to praise Jehovah from the past 
experiences of His mercy and judgments 

Ver 1 cherubim cp §6g xxu. ver 3 note shake, i e at the Theophany 
or manifestation of the Divine presence Cp § 12 xvm 7 8 

Ver 4 power 1 e a power which is only used to execute the fiat of His 
justice 

Ver s footstool cp Ezek xcui 7 

Vv 6 — 8 The meaning must be gathered from the 8th verse God 
deigns to reveal Himself to His servants but even they may not trans 
gress with impunity Thus Moses and Aaron were punished l^y exclusion 
from the holy land, and Samuel by the sorrow ofHus lat^r years anaSy the 
apostasy of his sons (1 Sam viu 3) Cp Gods revelation of Himself in 
Ex xxxiv 6 7 priests 1 e mediators cp Jer xv 1 though Moses and 
Samuel stood before me yet my mind could not be towards this people * 

Psalms XCVi, XCVlli The most general thanksgivings 
in the Psalter praising Jehovah as the Deliverer of old, the present Ruler 
and the future Judge of the whole world 

§ 109 Psalm XCVi Vv s 6 These verses which break the struc 
ture of the Psalm were possibly added from another Psalm on account of 
their exact coincidence with the lme of thought 

™ b e J°y ful— trees of the wood rejoice The metaphor ver 12 

is probably derived from Is lv 12 The mountains and the hills shall 

S hands » f ° re 7 ° U mt ° Smgmg and aI1 the **** of field shall dap 

§110 Psalm xcviii 

Ver 3 salvation , 1 e deliverance from captivity 

Ver 7 shawm a reed pipe See Glossary 

„ XC T. History The deliverance from the Babylonian 

captivity naturally recalls the memory of the Exodus from Egypt This 
subject is viewed under two aspects, (1) God s dealing with than (1st strophe), 
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and (2) mans dealing with God (2nd strophe) Thf Psalm is called the 
Invitatory Psalm because it was early used to invite the people to leave 
their work, and join m the worship of God 

Ver 1 salvation cp § iiofyxcvm 3 note 

Ver 8 Menbah Cp Ex xvu 7 

Ver 9 proved Me 1 e tempted Me tested My forbearance Wy works 
1 e the punishments I inflicted on theqj. 

Ver 11 rest 1 e the land of promise Cp Deut xu. 9 ‘For ye are 
nofc*as yet come to the rest and to the inheritance, which Jehovah your God 
giveth you 

§ 112 Psalm c 

Ver 4 truth 1 e fulfilment of promise 

§ 113 Psalm lxvu. History An expansion of the old bles mg 
pronounced m hi umbers vi 24 upon the children of Israel Like that ble s 
ingupon their ance tors it was probably delivered by a priest unlike it it 
looks far beyond the limits of Judaea and the immediate prosperity of the 
Hebrew nation Cp Haggai througnout 

Ver 2 way 1 e 1 hy de dings with 1 hy peop^fc 

§114 Psalm lxvm History The second dedication of the lemple 
w hich haa been rebuilt by Zerubbabcl and J eshua w ith the aid of the prophets 
Haggaiand Zechanah (Ezra vi 15 16) Ihe recent deh\erance from cap 
tivity is celebrated m the song of triumph whit* forms the centre of the 
Psalm At such a time the thoughts of Israel were tuned to the great times 
of the past £he deliverance from captivity reminded them of the Exodus 
from Egypt and the xictGiic* of the Judges while the dedicate n of the 
Temple recalled the triumphal enthronement of the Ajrk under David Ihe 
first words are taken from the chant of he Levi es who carried the Ark in 
the wilderness (cp Vum x 33} m the body of the Psalm there are constart 
allusions to the Song of Deborah (see translation in Appendix C) and the 
whole is full of quotations from other songs now lost 

Ver 1 arise a quotation from lumbers x 33 scat tired 1 e as the 
Egyptian host was when God looked upon it (Lx xiv 24) 

Vv 4 7 8 Compare the procession o f the Atrk through the wilderness 11 
Vum x For the return from Babylon seu Is xxxv \1 3 the liberation 
from captivity is there alluded to m v v 5 6 make a way 1 e as pioneers for 
a royal progress 

Ver 3 habitation 1 e in heaven 

Vv 7—9 The meaning appears 0 be that the -ame God who rev alfd 
Himself in storms on SPai also revealei Himself in gracious ram preparing 
the promised land for the coming of the Israelites I he w ords are of course 
taken from Judg v 4 — 6 30 For the celebration of victones bv chore es of 
women see Ex xv 20 1 Sam xvm 6 7 For the division of the spoil, Judg 
v 11 that Sinai le Smai yonder Deboi-h is pointing to the mountain 

Ver 10 poor 1 e oppressed See Glossary 

Vv 13 14 Probably a quotation from a song of vie ory Ihe allusion 
is to the play of colour on the wings of a dove The meaning apparently 
is When ve (the men of Israel) rest on tne so t pastures of P destine after 
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war then are the wn%s of the dove illumined with gold as the fields are 
covered with sunshine still when J ehovah willeth to destroy kings to preserve 
His inheritance then doth He send hailstones and snow from heaven cp the 
battle of Bethhoron under Joshua [x n] a/djudg v xg 20 The rarity of 
snow m Palestine caused it to be regarded as an especial wonder J ob xxxvm 
22 Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow’ or hast thou seen the 
treasures of the hail which I have reserved against the -time of trouble against 
the day of battle and war’ Salmon Possibly the hill of this name near 
Shechem, mentioned in Judges ix 48 a low hill, where snow would be 
unusual * 

Ver 15 Basan was bounded on the north by tffe range of Anti Libanus 
of which Hermon the southern peak was the loftiest and grandest hill in 
Palestine it had a claim to be ranked as a hill of God but He chose the 
hill of Sion for His residence For the priority thus bestowed upon Sion cp 
§36 xlvm and notes 

Ver 16 askance 1 e with jealousy 

Ver 17 gone up on high God is represented as taking possession of 
Sion as an earthly conqueror of a conquered citadel Hab 111 8 Here we 
have extracts from an ancient Psalm Sinai The honours of Smai are now 
transferred to Sion and God and the heavenly train are pictured as moving 
in triumphal procession thence to Sion and leading His enemies as captives 

Ver 18 gifts 0/ men 1 e of the rebellious who have become the vassals 
of Jehovah and do Him homage 

Vv 22 23 Again a quotation from some now lost Psalm The meaning 
is Should their enemies in the day of judgment hide m Bashan or m the 
deep sea, I the Lord will drag them forth cj> the picture of th$ desola 
tion of Israel in Amos ix 3 Though they hide themselves m the top of Car 
mel I will search and take them out thence and though they be hid from 
my sight in the bottom of the sea, thence will I command the serpent and he 
shall bite them 

Ver 26 waters of Israel 1 he lineage of Israel is likened to the source 
of a river cp Is xlvm 1 li 1 where ‘ the hole of the pit means the spring 
or well which was the source of the nation and possibly Deut xxxm 28 

Ver 27 Benjamin — Judah — Zebulun — Naphthali four tribes are men 
Uoned here Zebulun and Naphthali represent the Northern kingdom Judah 
and Benjamin the Southern, little as being the smallest tribe leader 
because Saul the first kmg came from it mighty host because Judah was 
the most populous tnbe 

Ver 28 set forth Thy glory A prayer that God -will manifest His glory 
from this His newly consecrated Temple as He had pf old from the Temple 
of Solomon 

Ver 30 the beast of the reeds Under the image of king of the jungle, 
surrounded by bisons and calves is typified the great Persian king with his 
tram of satraps and subject peoples So the kings of Babylon and Egypt are 
typified by the dragons of the nver or crocodiles § 120 llxxiv 14 Ezeh xxix 3 
and Is li g, ‘Art Thou not he that hath cut Rahab and wounded the dragon ? 

Ver 31 then — God Cp Is xix 23—25 In that day shall there be a 
highway out of Egypt to Assyria and the Assyrian shah come into Egypt 
and the Egyptian into Assyria and the Egyptians shall serve with the 
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^ Assyrians, In that day shall Israel be the third ftnth. Egypt, and with 
Assyria even a blessing m the midst of the land whom the Lord of hosts shall 
bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt My people, and Assyria the work of My 
hands and Israel My inheritance Ethiopia. Cp Is xlv 14 They (the 
Ethiopians) shall fall down unto thee (Israel) they shall make supplication 
unto thee, saying God is in thee only and besides there is none else 
Ver 33 heaven of he a Jens, 1 e <«the highest heavens, cp Deut x 14 
which is of old 1 e first created 

§115 PsaJJttt Xlvii A Psalm composed for the dedication of the 
Temple and sung during the procession (ver 5) * 

Ver 4 Jacobs glory 1 e the Holy Land. Cp §49 lxi 6 Ez xx 15 
‘That I would bring them into the land which I had given them, flowing 
with milk and honey, which is the glory of all lands and Ez xxiv 21 the 
excellency of your strength 

Ver 5 is gone up Cp § 114. lxvm 18 

Ver 7 glorious literally a skilfiJlly constructed song * 1 e tobeaccom 
pamed with more elaborate music the word maschil occurs in the musical 
direction superscribed to 14 Psalms 

Ver 9 princes Cp Is xiv 1 The prmc 3 s probably were Persian 
emissaries but the precise facts are unknown shields , 1 e chiefs The 
word is rendered rulers Hos iv 18 

§ 1 X 6 Psalm lxvi. 1 — 11 History A celebration of the deliverance 
from Babylon as a repetition of the great deliverance under Moses 

Structure For the other Psalm appended to this in the Psalter see § 30 
Ver ^ fyign obedience or pay Thee court P B were found liars 
as Deut xxxm 29 < **ee Glossary liars Thine enemies the heathen com 

prised in all the world or all nations ver 

Ver 10 into the net or snare so as to be the prey of the enemies hand 
hence into captivity Cp Hos vn 12 a burden on our loins made us like 
beasts of burden 1 e brought us into slavery 

Ver 11 Thou— heads Cp Is h. 23 They that afflict thee ha\e said 
to thy soul, Bow down that we may go over and thou hast laid thy body as 
tne ground as the street for them that went over * 

§ 117 Psalm XCL History A special application of tne idea of 
God s fatherly uare as shown m the late deliverance from captivity here He 
is regarded as watching with His special Providence not only over Israel 
but over each Israelite 

Vv 1—3 For the change from 3rd to 1st and afterwards (\er 9) to the 
2nd person, cp Job xun 4 thee, ver 3, 1 e the Psalmist defence of the 
most High 1 e Sion 

Ver 8 only with thine eyes Thou shalt be so far removed from it as 
not to feel it, but only to see it at a distance 

Vv 14—16 A sudden transition he, 1 e the Psalmist, as thou, ver 9 is 
the Psalmist* also 

§118 Psalm CXXXlX History See §117 The Psalm was written 
m Palestine, see note on ver 8 

Vv 6— xi For the whole thought of these verses, cp Jer xxiu 23, 24, 
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Am I a God at hand fcsaith Jehovah and not a God afar off? Can any 
hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith Jehovah Do 
not I fill heaven and earth ? saith Jehovah 

Ver 8 parts of the sea 1 e if like the^rst ray of the rising sun which 
darts across to the far west X flee to the utmost horizon of the sea The sea 
stands for the west, m all the Scriptures which were written m Palestine 
Cp § 134 cvn 3 note 

Ver 10 If I say etc 1 e if I reach the far west— the land of sunset 
and darkness— and the day be turned into night 

Ver xf night as clear Cp Jobxxvi 6 ‘Hell is naked befo e Him 
and destruction hath no covenng and Job xxxiv 2 f, 22 
Ver 12 reins See Glossary 
Vv 14 15 Cp Job x. 8— 11 

Ver 17 thy thoughts , 1 e God s counsels m the creation and govern 
ment of the universe, which are ever present and overwhelming both m 
number and in weight How heavy jre Thy thoughts is the literal render 
mg of the first line of the verse 

Ver 20 take Thy covenant— ‘mouth Cp § 59 1 16 

§119 Psalm xliv r ' History The return from captivity was not 
followed by unchequered prosperity Though the people continued faithful 
to God and did not relapse into idolatry (ver 21), yet m the moment of ex 
pected triumph anguish and perplexity ha\e overtaken them This very 
loyalty to Jehovah roused fife jealousy of the Persian court 
Ver 2 them 1 e our forefathers The word is emphatic 
spread them abroad , 1 e extended their borders Cp § 122 ku 8 — n 
Ver 5 Jacob more commonly Israel the in me gjven to Jacotfhfter his 
wrestling with the angel The name was originally applied to the twelve 
tribes collectively (Ex 111 16) after the captivity the returned exiles, though 
mainly of the kingdom of J udah resumed the name of Israel as their common 
designation Cp § 4. xxiv 6 § 113 xlvn 4 where ‘Jacobs glory* means 

the Holy I and 

Ver 13 for nought For the expression cp Jer xv 13, ‘without price 
Ver 15 shake their heads Cp Jer xvm 16 

Ver 20 the place of jackals (A V den of dragons ) is the symbol of 
desolation Cp Jer .x 11 and x 22 Is xxxiv 13, It shall be an habita 
tion of dragons (jackals) and a court for owls.* 

Ver 21 if— strange God this appeal to the national freedom from idolatry 
marks the Psalm as after the captivity See § 107 xcvn History and the 
and Isaiah who wrote after the captivity xl 19 20 xh 7 xlu 17 and espe 
cully xhv 14 — 17 

§120 Psalm Ixxiv History The misery of the Jews is complete 
the Holy Place of the Temple has been defiled by the banners of the heathen 
(ver s) its decorations are destroyed (ver 7) the Prophets have disappeared 
(ver 10) the caverns of refuge are m the hands of the foes (ver 21) Cp 
Neh, vi 14, 

Ver 5 roaied cp Lam 1 7 ‘They made a noise m the House of the 
Lord 
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Vv s and 10 tokens The only symbols of thefPivme presence known 
to the Israelites were the Cherubim These the heathen destroyed and set 
up their own symbols instead 

Ver 9 houses of God i e Thou es of prayer 

Ver to knoweth for the description of the Jewish people m this last 
stage of decay cp Is vi u a passage five times repeated m the New Testa 
ment (Matt xm 13 Mark iv 12 fruke vm 10 John xu 39 Acts xxvui 
25) cp also Lam 11 9 

r how long* Cp § 121 lxxix 5 As the Prophet addressed this wayward 
generation his spirit sank within him and he repeats the words, 1 •Lord how 
long? In the answer to this question was contained at once the darker and 
the brighter side of the future — the judgments of prophecy and the great 
deliverance to which those judgments would lead 

Ver 12 pluck it out Cp Is. h. 9 10 ‘Awake awake, put on strength 
0 arm of the Lord awake as in the ancient days in the generations of old 
Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab 'id wounded the dragon ? Art thou not 
it which hath dried the sea the waters of the great deep that hath made the 
depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass overf 

Ver 14 dragons e the crocodile which symbolical of the power of 
the princes of Egypt as the beast of the reeds (§ 114 lxvm 30 and note) is 
symbolical of the king of Assyria 

Ver 15 Leviathan stands for the crocodile l Job xli ) as Behemoth for 
the elephant or hippopotamus (Job xl 15 — 24) ^In poetry these names often 
represented nations asm Ezek xxix 3 Pharaoh king of Egypt the great 
dragon that lieth m the midst of his rivers so Isaiah li 9 Thou— that hath 
cut RaHab *snd wounded thgdragon l e Egypt and again xxvn 1 ‘Jeho 
vah shall punish Lelathan the running serpent and Leviathan the wreathed 
serpent and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea where the dragon 
again means Egypt and leviathan probably means the Assyrians or Medes 
and Persians So here leviathan might mean the Assyrian or Persian 
empire called ‘the beast of the reeds’ (§ 114 lxvm 29) out of whose hands 
the Jews had just escaped but coming as it does between the mention 
of the dividing of the sea and * the bringing of water out of the hard rock 
it would seem rather to be a synonym for the dragon 1 e fi-gypt In tne 
apocryphal book of Esdras {2 Esdras xhx 52) Leviathan is the typical mon 
ster of the deep as Behemoth of the land 

meat for a people of the wilderness 1 e Thou gavest the dead bodies of 
the Egyptians to be a prey to the tribes of wild beasts inhabiting the wilder 
ness The wild beasts are here called a p ople as the locusts a nation in 
Joel 16 ^ 

Vv 17 18 For tms general expression of the beneficent power of God 
cp Is xlu is xh\ 27 Job xxvm 10 

Ver 21 hiding-places 1 e refuges or asylums called houses of God m 
ver 9 which should be for the protection of God s people but which have 
fallen into the possession of the heathen and are filled with their violence and 
cruelty 

§ 121 Psaim lXXlX History The first verse depicts a state of the 
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nation like that descried to Nehemiah by Hanani v Neh 1 3) when he was 
still in. captivity The remnant that are ’eft of the captivity there m the 
province are m great affliction and reproach the wall of Jerusalem also is 
broken down and the gates thereof are burned with fire and cp 11 13 17 
Ver 6 The verse is quoted from Jer x 25 
Ver 10 The verse is quoted from Joel 11 17 
Ver 12 prisoners 1 e the whole nation 

§ 122 Psalm lxxx An appeal to God m the imagery of the p*o 
phets Jerrn Is v Ezek xv xvii 

Vv 1 2 Ephraim Benjamin Manasses Thr division into tribes had 
long ceased and Sion could now boast of including the whole of Israel These 
names therefore stand here merely for old and famous portions of the nation 
At the same time the mention of Joseph three times § 81 lxxvu x a and note 
§ 129 Ixxxi s and here can hardly be accidental the presence of repre 
sentatives from the dwellers m the northern tribes at thi dedication may 
probably be inferred Cp §114 lxvm 27 Cherubim Cp § 69 xxn 3 
and note 

Ver 2 before Ephrauq, In the order of the ancient maich the rear of 
the Ark was guarded by the warrior tribes of Ephraim Benjamin and 
Manasseh the brother and sons of Joseph Numbers 11 18—22 

Vv 3 7 19 Turn us again This burden is sung by the whole congre 
gation 

Ver xi sea — river Tb the Mediterranean Sea on the West and to 
the Euphrates on the Fast This expression here and § 124 Ixxxix. 26 is 
taken from § 63 lxxn 8 ^ 

Ver 17 let Thy hand be upon the man *3y th^-man is here meant 
the congregation of Israel spoken of as this vine m /er.^14 and as us m v«,r 
19 God s hand is to be upon them to protect and deliver them 

§ 123 Psalm cxxxil History A pnnce of the house of Judah 
(ver 10) recalling to his memory the older oracles given to David sees m the 
rebuilding of the Temple the renewal of Goa s favour to His Holy place 
Ver 1 trouble 1 e anxious care to build a Temple Cp 2 Sam vu 

Ver 6 tku saying 1 e the summons (ver 7) to go into His tabernacle 
Ephrata the older and more solemn name for Bethlehem here signifies the 
South as forest — Libanon the great forest of Canaan — signifies the North 

So the whole connection is ‘David s vow (vv 2 — 5) was not m vam for we 
his people, heard from North to South and obeyed the joyous invitation to 
come to the 1 emple at Sion The name Ephrata is united with Bethlehem 

Micah v 2 It is probably here mentioned from its crnnection with Da /id 
Libanon called here as m Is xxu 8, xxix 17 simply the forest 

Ver 8 ark of Thy strength 1 e as the pledge of the manifestation of 
Divine power (1 Sam. iv 3) cp § 128 lxxvm 62 note So § 10 cx 7 
‘rod of Thy strength or ‘sceptre of power 
Vv 8 — xo occur again 2 Chron vi 41 42 

Ver 9 righteousness , 1 e. the results of righteousness or Messing Cp 
§4* 5 

Ver xo turn not away 1 e reject not the prayer of the pnnce Thy 



§ 124*1 


NOTES 


^39 


servant who addresseth Thee as explained m 2 Cfcon vi 42 Lord God 
turn not away the face of Thine anointed remember the mercies of David 
1 hy servant Here the expression turn not away the face is made clear by 
its contrast with remember ’ £p also marginal reference to 1 Kings 11 16 
Ver 12 testimonies See Glossary 
Ver 16 health 1 e the divine blessing 

Ver 17 horn cp* Ezeh xxix 2i r In that day I will cause the horn of 
the house of Israel to bud forth 

r For the lantern or lamp or candle 1 e the light, of Israel cp 1 Kings 
xi 0 6 xv 4 2 Sam xxi 17 cp also § 12 xvm 28 and note 9 

§ 124 : Psalm 1X3&1X. History See § 123 cxxxu A time of trouble 
has come upon the prince of the house of David (w 37 — 44 and ver 50) and 
he appeals to God as the defender of David s line 
Ver 2 truth See Glossary 

Ver 3 The words following contain the promise alluded to in the word 
truth m ver 2 

Ver s holy ones 1 e sons of God or celestial Beings spoken of m Scrip- 
ture as forming the court of God in heaven cp Jobi 6 v 1, xv 15, xxx vm 7 
Ver 7 sons of God 1 e angels, §7 xxix x -'otes 
Ver 9 of all them — round about Thee The P B omits the words 
‘of all them’ and takes it as the faithfulness with which God is clad as with 
a garment 

Ver 11 Rahab the proud one, le Egypt £p §99 lxxxvii 4, and note 

Ver 13 Tabor and Herman the most striking natural features of 

Palestine 

Ver ^6 'Tithe joyful sounfl 1 e the sound of the trumpet at Thy festivals 
cp Lev xxin 24 Non x 10 

Ver 18 horns -*£p § 38 lxxv 3 note 
Ver 19 king) 1 e our King is appointed by God 
Ver 20 Thy holy one, 1 e Nathan, the holy one of Jehovah cp 1 Chron. 
xvii 15, 2 Sam vn 17 

Ver 23 shall not be able to do him violence 1 e as a creditor to a debtor 
yho cannot pay his debt This is an allusion to the state of debt and distress 
m which the Jews at this time were sunk 

Vv 27 31 — 33 Cp 2 Sam vn 14 where the promise here applied to 
David is applied to Solomon Cp § 16 it History 

Ver 34 once 1 e once for all said of the unchangeableness of divine 
things, as opposed to the mutability of things human 1 Peter 111 x8 Jude 3 
fail 1 e. I will not lie unto David 

Ver 36 standfast 1 e sure as the day follows the night witness 1 e 
God s covenant with sun and moon Cp Jer xxxui 20—21 ‘Ihus saith the 
Lord If ye can break My covenant of the day and My covenant of the night 
and that there should not be day and night in their season then may also 
My covenant be broken with David My servant that he should not have a 
son to reign upon his throne Cp also Jer xxxi 35 — 37 

Ver 49 bear m my bosom many peoples The anointed pnnce speaks 
of uniting in his own bosom as m that of his nation all the peoples of the earth, 
l e Israel is to coriVert the heathen 

Structure Ver a o (given m the P B "l will be found in Appendix A it is 
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a doxology appended tty an editor to a smaller collection of the Psalms and 
does not belong to the Psalm itself 

§125 Psalm lx History Prayer ^o God to turn the captivity m 
deed by ending the disappointment which Tollowed the restoration The 
Psalmist after repeating the oracular words (vv 6—9) m which Nathan had 
depicted the glories of David s empire cnes with plaiptive tenderness, ‘Who 
shall lead me into the strong city? who will bring me into Edom? that is, 
lead me to destroy that Edom which had helped Nebuchadnezzar to destroy 
the Hoi/ 1 City and had lately joined in the great confederacy against 
Nehemiah See § 11 lx vv 6— S 

Structure The beginning verses (vv t — 5) are due to this period and 
introduce an oracle given to David (w 6 7 8 and possible 9) This is fol 
lowed by a conclusion (w 10 — 12) written at the same time as the beginning 

Ver 4 banner— flee The original is, a play upon words ‘A flag not to 
''onquer, but to flag before our enemies 

Vv 6 — 8 See notes on these § 11 lx 

Ver 10 How much of the introduction and conclusion m the Psalm as 
it stands at present, is froi^the hand of David it is impossible to say What 
may have been the general character of both may be gathered generally from 
the 3rd and 4th Psalms which were composed by David under similar cir 
cumstances but the whole Psalm in its present form belongs to the class which 
looks back from the troublous times of the restoration with longing hope that 
the glorious time of David fnay return 

§ 126 Psalm lxxxv History A Temp e Psalm describing the af 
fliction of the people after restoration to Jerusalem apparently v^itten m 
the interval between the disappearance of Zerubbabei ana the coming of 
Ezra when the Israelites were harassed bv the Samaritans and other 
neighbouring tnbes See Neh iv 

Ver 1 brought bach our captivity 1 e the captives 

Ver 4 stablish us 1 e turn our captivitv, as § 93 cxxvi 5 turn us 
again § 122 lxxx 3, 1 e restore us fully 

Ver 6 quicken 1 e give us life See Glossary 

Ver 8 I will hearken Cp the similar introduction to the utterance of 
prophetic words, Hab 11 1, a ‘I will stand upon my watch and set me upon 
the tower and will watch to see what He will say unto me and Jehovah 
answered me and said, &c 

Ver 9 salvation — land 1 e the approaching deliverance will bring 
glory and so fulfil the hopes of the contemporary Haggai (11 7, 8 9), I 
will fill this house with glory saith the Lord of Hosir lhe silver is Mine 
and the gold is Mine saith the Lord of Hosts The glory of this latter 
house shall be greater than of the former saith the Lord of Hosts and m 
this place will I give peace saith the Lord of Hosts 

Ver 13 righteousness The beautiful figures in which the descnp 
tions of lhe future kingdom are clothed were no mere metaphor to men 
whose whole subsistence was at the mercy of an eastern climate and who 
were at this time mo#e than usually exposed to the attacks of their Bedouin 
neighbours 

For an illustration of the metaphor, which expresses the joy of the 
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material world as the righteousness of its inhabitftits when their fidelity- 
should no longer fail of its appropriate reward cp Hosea 11 19, where under 
the figure of the presents of the bridegroom to his love (1 e of God s pro 
mised blessing to His faithful people ) their fidelity is made a condition of 
the return of rainfall * I will betroth thee unto Me m faithfulness and 
I will answer to the heavens and they shall answer to the earth and the 
earth shall answer to the com and -she wine and the oil, and they shall 
answer to Jezreel (1 e to the sowing of God) Hosea 11 20, 21, 22 

127 Psalm lxxxili History The description of the^onfedera 
tion of the heathen tribes carries us at once to the time when Sanballat 
(Neh iv 7) and the army of the Samaritans Tobiah the Ammonite with 
Geshem the Arabian and the Ashdodites were very wroth at the news that 
under the vigorous administration of Nehemiah the walls of Jerusalem were 
rising up again and the breaches were beginning to be stopped ‘ and con 
spired all of them together to come an<^ fight against J erusalem and hinder it 
Ver 2 rage together Cp § 16 11 1 

Ver 3 beloved literally hidden ones 1 e hidden under the shadow of 
Thy wings cp § 62 xxxvu 7, § 57 xxxi 22 ^ 

Ver 6 Jshmaehtes 1 e the Arabians cp N eh iv 7 vi 1 Hagarenes 
(the children of Hagar) and Gebal the once ternble tribe of Amalek, were 
all tribes lying south of the Dead Sea 

Ver 7 Philistines — Tyre These two are coupled together as being 
both of Phoenician origin 

Ver 8 Assyria or Assur the old name of the Empire of the North 
means Persia Ezra vi 22 For the hostility of Sanballat the Persian 
satrap C* I*eh iv 1 The-Jang had perhaps been led to suspect that Nehe 
miah might aim at seeing himself up as an independent prince on the com 
pletion of the walls Children of Lot 1 e Moab and Ammon 
Ver 9 Mtdianites for the victory of Gideon cp Judg vi vu 
Vv 9 10 For Sisera cp Judg iv v The name of Endor is not men 
tioned there perhaps the Psalmist is quoting from a lost chronicle 

Ver ix Oreb and Zeeb cp Judg vu 25 Zebah and Salmunna cp 
ludg vui s — 10 18 — 21 

Ver 13 chaff cp Is xvii 1 They shall be chased as the chaff of 
the mountains before the w ind and like a rolling thing before the whirlwind 
Ver 14 flames — consumeth cp Deut xxxii 22 

$128 Psalm lxxvui History A didactic Psalm recalling the past 
hi tory of the nation and especially of the tribe of Ephraim The story of 
the rejection of this tribe for its half hearted service (vv 10 61) would have a 
special meaning to the jFews at a time when the Northern tribes of which 
Ephraim was the representative were the chief opponents of the restoration 
at Jerusalem (Neh iv 2) 

Ve 1 my teaching— f> arable these words mark the didactic character 
of the Ps ilm 1 he Psalmist addresses the people as a prophet or teacher 
dark things 1 e the riddle of their past history — why God at one time sup 
ported and at another rejected them 

Ver 10 who -being harnessed and carrying bo Jos i e who though 

l6 
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armed with bow and having the power to cast out the heathen failed to do 
so dunng their ascendancy Ephraim is compared to the bow that fails at 
the moment of need, cp Hosea vn 16 

Ver 13 the field of Zoan 1 e the country round the ancient city of 
Tams, the abode of the shepherd kings Though Zoan is not mentioned m Ex 
odus it is supposed to have been the abode of the Israelites m their bondage 
Ver 14. He— heap A quotationrfrom the song of Miriam Ex xv 8 
With the blast of Thy nostrils the waters were gathered together the floods 
stood upright as a heap See Appendix C 

Ver I5T 1 B or the smoke like cloud alternating with fire, as the beacon 
on their march cp Exod xm ax, 22 A remarkable passage m Curtius 
v 2 § 7 describing Alexanders army on the march mentions a beacon 
hoisted on a pole from the head quarters as signal for marching observaba 
tur ignis noctu fumus mterdiu This was probably an adoption of an 
Eastern custom Similarly the Persians used as a conspicuous signal an 
image of the sun enclosed m crystal (Crrtius 111 3 § 9) Caravan* are still 
known to use such beacons of fire and smoke the cloudlessness and often 
stillness of the sky giving the smoke great density of volume and boldness of 
outline * Bib Die on pitfsr of cloud 

Vv 16 17 For the murmuring at Rephidim, and the water from the 
rock of Horeb cp Exod xvu r— 6 Part of ver 17 is a quotation from 
Numb xx 8 which contains the account of the similar gift at Kadesh 

Ver ig for their lust 1 e out of mere lust cp Numb xi 4 5> And 
the mixt multitude that wak among them fell a lusting and the children of 
Israel also wept again and said Who shall give us flesh to eat? Were 
member the fish which we did eat m Egypt, &c * m 

Ver 20 prepare a table cp §25 xxiu 5,®" Thour>shalt prepare a table 
before me against them that trouble me Thou hast anointed my head with 
oil (as for a feast) and my cup shall be full 

Ver 24 The Psalmist passes to the description of the gift and does not 
return to the punishment till ver 31 

Ver 26 they 1 e every man Cp Exod xvi 16, Gather it every man 
according to his calling an omer for every man 

angels' food 1 e the bread of the strong or mighty ones 1 e the bread <Jf 
Heaven, ver 25 § 144 cv 39 Cp Wisd xvi 20 

Ver 27 under heaven 1 e from heaven, or through His power, as the 
next hne has it 

Ver 28 flesh the quails that were given m wrath at the fatal Kibroth 
hattaavah, or the graves of lust * cp Numb xi 31—35 

Ver 29 His habitations 1 e the land of the chosen people 
Ver 30 not estranged, cp Numb xi 33, ‘'Vfhile the flesh was yet 
between their teeth, ere it was chewed 

Ver 31 fattest 1 e the hale and strong ones the hope of the nation 
chosen men literally the young men * 

Ver 33 in vanity, 1 e He let their days fade away as a breath 
Vv 45—49 are a parenthesis explaining vv 43 44, For the plagues 
cp Exod ix, x 

Ver 46 devoured them up Cp Philo s description of the dog flies of 




§ 120 J 


NOTES 


^43 


Egypt They rest not till they have satisfied thtmselves with blood and 
flesh 

Ver 48 For the vines of Egypt cp the butler s dream Gen xl 9 
Ver 49 hailstones — thunderbolts Cp Exod ix 23 The Lord sent 
thunder and hail and the fire ran along upon the ground 9 

Ver sS His mountain 1 e the hill of Shiloh cp ver 61 and Exod xv 
17 Thou shalt bring them in and pHnt them in the mountain of Thine mhe 
ritance in the place O Lord which Thou hast made for Thee to dwell in in 
tPe sanctuary O Lord which Thy hands have established The mention of 
Sion here would be out of place as the Psalmist is still dealing \%th the trial 
of the tribe of Ephraim? 

Ver 57 testimonies 1 e did not obey the warnings by which He testi 
fied to them His displeasure 

Vv 57 58 59 Cp Judg 11 12 13 

Ver 58 like a broken bow cp ver 10 and Hos vn 16 

Ver 61 Shiloh cp Josh xvm t 

Ver 62 His glory 1 e the ark Cp 1 Sam iv 21 22 f And she named 
the child Ichabod saying the glory is departed from Israel because the 
ark of God was taken § 123 cxxxu 8 Ihou a**d the Ark of Thy strength * 
Ihe Ark is called power as the pledge of the manifestation of Di/me 
power (1 Sam iv 3) or beauty or ornament as the place of the manifes 
tation of His glory 

Ver 63 sword Cp 1 Sam iv 10 for the ^reat slaughter by the Philis 
tmes m which 30,000 Israelites perished 

Ver 64 fire % 1 e of war For this metaphor cp Numb xxi 2 6 — 28 

The state was^so utterly ruined that there could be no public 
lamentation cp Jci> xxvn 15 This is the portion of the wicked man with 
God his widows sHdl not weep Ezek xxiv 21 23 And your sons and 
your daughters whom ye have left shall fall by the sword and your tires 
shall be upon your heads and your shoes upon your feet ye shall not mourn 
nor weep Cp the account of the fall of Jehoiakim Jer xxu 18 

§ 129 Psalm lxxxi History A festival Psalm for Temple use 
The seventh month was ushered m by the feast of Trumpets or the new 
moon (ver 3) and contained also the feast of Tabernacles after the full 
moon This latter feast was not only a harvest festival (ver 17) but a com 
memoration of the dwelling m leafy booths m the wilderness The histoncal 
allusions to the Exodus were specially appropriate on such a day 
Ver 2 tabret see Glossary 

Ver 5 Joseph 1 e the 12 tribes, Ephraim then being chief against , 
l e destroying the first bom cp Ex xi 4 / 1 e Israel a strange lan 

guage 1 e a foreign tongue Cp §138 cxiv 1, where a strange people ’ 
means foreigners from Egypt 

Vv 5, 6 For the change from He to I cp § 117 xci 14 note 
Ver 6 burden literally basket. 

Ver xi open— fill it Referring to the harvest festival sue History 

Vv 13 — 17 An epitome of Deut xxxu 

Ver 17 He— I , a sudden change from the 1st 40 the 3rd person not 
uncommon m the Hebrew writings cp Isai xiv 26 

16 — 2 
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PERIOD V The close of the Psalter §§ 130—153 

§130 Psalm CXIX History The elaborate study of the wntt^a 
Law was of* of the features of the later age An allusion to deliverance 
from captivity is seen m ver 54 

Structure One of the Alphabetical Psalms These are Psalms in 
which each letter of the alphabet in succession forms the initial letter of one 
or more consecutive verses It is employed principal^ m meditative psalms 
and lamentations probably because the arrangement formed an artificial aid 
to memory Cp note on A Iphabetical Structure p 208 

Ver 83 bottle tn the smoke The bottle being of skm would shrivel and 
burn in the smoke like leather an apt metaphor for one the sap of whose 
life was dried up by trouble*, 

§ 131 Psalm Ciii A Hymn of praise for the imagery cp Is 
xl 6 — 8, 22 26 31 

Ver 5 cis an eagle As the eagle moults its feathers every year and 
renews its strength so is th^behevar m God renewed Cp Is xl 31, 

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength 
they shall renew their wings as eagles, 
and Ter Heaut 3 2 11 

Ver 8 full of compassion Cp Exod xxxiv 6 

Ver 20 A ngels — excel zn strength 1 e the mighty ones, the warnot 
host Cp Joel 111 11 (where Thy mighty ones (A V ) means the angels ) and 
the expressions below Ye that excel in strength 

Vv 20 — 22 Angels—hosts — works, the three orders of created beings 
who carry out the behests of God ^i) the highest angels m the immediate 
presence of God (§ 7 xxix ver 1 note) (2) the hosts of heaven including the 
stars the winds His messengers, (3) His creatures, or works on earth 

§ 132 Psalm civ A hymn of praise to Jehovah as the Almighty 
Creator of the world 

Structure The order of creation as given m Genesis is exactly followed 
here Cp ver 2 the light vv 2—4 the heavens w 5 — 18 the dry land 
vv 19 — 23 the heavenly bodies w 24 — 26 fish and ^wls 27 — 30, man and 
beast. 

Ver 2 like a curiam Cp Is xl 22 * It is He that stretcheth out tne 
heavens as a curtain and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell m 

Ver 3 the beams of His chambers Cp Am ix 6 It is He that 
huildeth His stories in the heavens * As the under and dark clouds are 
represented as the foundations of heaven so the lighter and ethernl clouds 
form its upper chambers or stones 

Ver 4. the flaming fire i e the lightnings. 
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Vv 5 — 9 Observe the progress of creation '7c) the earth fixed fast 
(ver 5) v,s) the earth covered with waters {ver 6) (3) the waters gathered in 
one place and the dry land appearing (ver 7), as described m Gen 1 9 
and compare Job xxxvm 8 > 

Vv 7 8 rebuke 1 e God s chiding voice in thunder are afraid even 
unto the place 1 e the waters flee in terror to their appointed beds 
Ver 9 them 1 C the waters ^ 

Vv to — 18 Cp Job xxxvm 26 

** Ver 18 conies see Glossary 
Vv 19 20 Cp Jo]j> xxxvm 12 
Ver 24 Thy riches 1 e the riches of Thy creation 

Ver 26 with Thee literally with Him 1 e Jehovah Cp Job xh 5 
< Wilt thou play with him [the Leviathan] as with a bird? The meaning 
m both these passages is that these monsters so dangerous to man are as sub 
dued and tame to Jehovah as are the smaller animals to man 

§§ 133, 134 Psalms cvi, evil History These two Psalms are 

closely connected together Both are composed probably 111 Babylon by 
exiles to whom the privilege of return with the^captivity had been denied 
Cp § 133 cvi 4, 5 45 § i34 evil 3 (note) 

§ 133 Ps alm cvi A Thanksgiving concluding with an earnest 
prayer for a more complete deliverance and reunion in the Holy land 
Ver 1 Cp §101 cxvm 1—4 
Ver 3 keep judgment 1 e fulfil their duty 
Vv 7 — 33 Cp Exod xiv—xvi 
Vei^iS Cp Niyn xiiro 
V v 19—22 Cp^Ex xxxn— xxxiv 
Vv 24—27 Cp^Num xiv 

Ver 26 lift He up His hand andsware Cp Deut xxxn 40, Fori 
lift up My hand to heaven and say I live for ever 

Vv 28—31 Cp Num xxv . . , 4 . 

Ver 29 inventions 1 e the doings which their own hands found to do 
so m ver 38 , , . „ . 

Ver 28 the dead 1 e dead idols as opposed to the living God 


Ver 32 Menbah Cp Num x\ 13 

Ver 38 devils Cp Deut xxxn 17 They sacrificed unto devils not 
to God to gods whom they knew not to new gods that came newly up whom 
your fathers feared not the word translated devils is literally lords as 
opposed to the true Lord The allusion is to the human sacrifice and 
abominable worship 0*5 Moloch 


§ 134 Psalm evil History This Psalm contains the thanks 

giving of exiles (ver 3) apparently not yet returned to Jerusalem but already 

escaped from the thraldom of Babylon , , . , , , 

Structure The italics indicate the parts m which the chorus joined ttie 
mam body of the Psalm is sung only by the leader . 

Ver 3 sea 1 e the South as contrasted with the North This cannot^ 
therefore be spoken with reference to Palestine feft in that case the sea 
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always means the wesC (cp Num. xxxiv 6 And as for the western 
border ye shall even have the great sea for a border this shall be your west 
border so Josh 1 4, and Ezek xlvu 20, and §118 cxxxix 8 note) but 
it is with reference to Babylon that the sea m^ans the south (cp Isaiah xxi 
1) From this it would seem that the writer though not a captive is still in 
Babylon 

Vv 8 15 21, 31 0 that these answering to such mnw 4, 10 17 33 

Ver 16 gates of brass borrowed from Is xlv 2 * I will break in pieces 
the gates of brass and cut m sunder the bars of iron * 

Ver 40 ^ them 1 e the princes the oppressors of Israel The expression 
pour contempt upon princes is taken from Job xii 5 2i and causeth them 
to wander out of the way in the wilderness is from ver 24 

§§ 135, 136 Psalms CXI, CXU Structure See note on Alpha 

betical Psalms p 208 

§135 Psalm cxi 

Ver 6 the heritage of the heathen This is one of the numerous pas 
sages of Scripture which announce the advent of a great kingdom of which 
Jehovah should be King an^His chosen people the vicegerents See § 136 
exu 2 For the growth of this idea see § 37 § 63 notes (larger Edition) 

§§ 137, 138 Psalms CXill, cxiv History These two Psalms 

form part of a Passover service A sacrifice may have been offered m the 
interval between the two Psjjms The two Psalms together form a grand 
picture of the great Exodus from Egypt and of the throes of nature and of 
nations which attended the birth of the Israelitish kingdom 

Psalm cxm Vv 7 8 These verses occur algp m 1 Sam 11 ^—8# 

Ver 9 barren Barrenness deprived the lawful w*Ye of the rule, as m 
the case of Sarah C 

Psalm cxiv Ver 2 His 1 e of Jehovah The emphatic use of Jeho 
vahs name in each of the first five verses of the 113th Psalm explains the 
omission of it here This is a strong reason for supposing the two Psalms to 
form one whole 

Ver 3 the sea See Ex xiv and cp Hab 111 8 Jordan Cp Josh 111 

Ver 4 mountains 1 e Sinai See Ex xix Cp the older Psalm 

xxix 6 (§ 7) and Hab 111 10 The mountains saw Thee and they trembled. 
Ver 8 rock See Ex xvn Numb 20 

§ 140 Psalm lxxxvi 

Ver 1 Cp § 72 xl 16, 20, 21 

Ver e Cp § is iv 3 

Ver 4 Cp § 77 xxv x 
Ver 6 Cp § 103 cxvi 2 
Ver 8 Cp Ex. xv 11 
Ver 9 Cp §69 xxu 27 

Ver 11 Cp § 24 xxvu 13 § 44. v 8 § 77 xxv 3 
Ver 13 depths of the grwe, literally * nethermost Sheol see note on 
65, xvi 11 

Ver 14 Cp § 48fliv 3 
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Ver 15 Cp Ex xvxiv 6 
Ver 16 Cp § 103 cxvi 14 

§ 141 Psalm cxliii 

Ver 2 Cp Job xiv 3 ^ 

Ver 3 Cp § 58 lxxxvm 4 s Lam m 6 

Ver 4 Cp § 42 cxlu 3, § 81 Ixxvu 3 

Ver s Cp § 8 f Ixxvu 6 

Ver 6 Cp § 50 lxm 2 

* Ver 7 Cp § 56 xxvm x 

Vv 8 10 Cp § 75 U 10— 13 

§ 142 Psalm CXllV Structure A composite Psalm See Ap 
pendix A This Psalm is plainly divisible into two parts The first part 
(vv 1 — 11) is a compilation the three next verses (w 12—14) are a frag 
ment composed at a much earlier time and have already been given in their 
chronological place (§ 17) the last„ verse (ver 15) expresses the compiler s 
hope that the golden era of the monarchy may once more return 

Vv 1 2 5—7 The expressions are borrowed from § 12 xvm 34 1 48 
14 t6 

Ver 3 Cp § 9 viu 4 
Ver 4 Cp Job xiv 2 
Ver s Cp § 132 civ 32 

Ver 6 them 1 e the enemies of the Psalmist The compiler quotes 
consecutively the 9th and 14th verses of the iftth Psalm The omission of 
the intervening verses breaks the connection 
Vv 7 Cp § 12 xvm 44 

Ver* 8 right hqnd ofbfalsehood 1 e perjured as having been uplifted, 
when the oath was taken Cp § 133 cvi 26 Deut xxxu 40 and Gen 
xiv 22 

§ 144 Psalm CV History The achievements of the past a motive 
to obedience m the present time of subjection to foreign power pro 
bably to Persian satraps Cf Neh 11 9 xu 7, vi 1 
Vv 8 — is Cp Gen xu— xxv 

Ver 15 Cp Gen xx 7 
Vv 16—24 Cp Gen xxxvu — 1 

Ver 16 provision Literally staff of bread Cp Is 111 1 
Ver 22 hmd 1 e that Joseph might bind Pharaohs princes to do 
Joseph s pleasure teach his senators 1 e be the leader of his ministers 
Ver 27 upon them 1 e upon the Egyptians 
Ver 40 rock Sp 'Num xx 7 

§ 145 Psalm cxxxv 

Vv 1 2 From §97 cxxxiv 1 2 
Ver 3 From § 46 I11 10 
Ver 7 From Jer x 13 
Vv is— 18 From §102 cxv 4— 11 

^ 146 Psalm CXXXYl ?tt uctnre The thoughts of the 135th Psalm. 




NOTES 


[§§ 14=7-^-152 


248 


here reappear m a different arrangement the mention of each great act of 
Jehovah is followed by a burden in which the whole congiegation bear 
witness that the meicy of God is the true ground of His praise 

In each verse the words O give thanks unto Jehovah must be supplied 
before the burden 

§ 147 Psalm cxlv S true hire An alphabetical Psalm See p 208 
note 

Ver 13 O Jehovah-— works The absence of the 14th letter shews the 
omission of a verse which is thus supplied m the Septuagmt 

§ 148 Psalm CXlVl History In this Ps#m the same exulting 
thoughts reappear as m the 103rd (§ 131) The power of kings and princes 
is as nothing to him whose help is in the Lord his God 

Ver 10 Thy God 0 Sion 1 e shall be King throughout all genera 
tions 

§ 149 Psalm cxlvii Historv The rebuilding of Jerusalem and 
the restoration of the ancient ritual (Ezra vi 3) had inspired the nation with 
new hopes Cp § 152 cxlvin xx, § 115 xlvu 9, and the prophet Malachi 
1 11 

Ver xo horse 1 e cavalry any man s legs , i e infantry Cp Is 

XXXI I 

Ver x8 them 1 e the frost the snow and the hoar frost Godsendeth 
a thawing wind and the ice^ broken up 

§150 Psalm xxxiii History A Psalm obviously designed to 
celebrate a deliverance from some poweiful heatljen nation 

Ver 3 new, 1 e a song which springs up freshly fr«m a thankful heart 
Cp Lam 111 23 * The Lord s mercies are new every m<rming Is xln 10 
skilfully The same expression occurs x Sam xvi 17 

Ver 7 gathered the waters An allusion not to a special intervention 
of Providence as m Ex xv 8 but to the. Creation Cp § 132 civ 9 Job 
xxvi 10 bottle Sojobxxxvm 37 Who can stay the bottles of heaven? 
treasure house Cp Job xxxvm 22 

Ver 16 horse Cp § 21 xx 7, and § 149 cxlvii 10 

§151 Psalm cxlix 

Ver 5 beds This verse is best understood by contrasting it with their 
condition in exile as described in Hos vn 14, and they have not cried 
unto Me with their heart when they howled upon their beds 
Ver 6 Cp Neh iv 17 18 

§ 152 Psalm cxlviii 

Ver 6 Cp Esther 1 xg ix 27 
Ver xx Cp Mai 1 xx § 115 xlvu xo 
Ver 13 horn § 38 lxxv 3 
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On the origin and arrangement of the Psalter 

It has been stated m the Preface that the Psalms have been arranged 
not by their commomnumbering in tlie Psalter but according to the periods 
of the History to which they seem most nearly to relate This change has 
b$en made because the accepted order of the Psalms has obscured their his 
torical meaning 1 That order is only the result of accidental^rowth the 
Psalter itself resembling rather such a volume as would be produced if several 
different hymn books were bound together than one carefully ordered se 
lection 

jc Superscriptions The superscriptions or titles which will be 
found at the head of most of the Psalms in the Bible Version are hardly m 
any cases the work of the authors hf the Psalms they have for the most 
part been added m a later age to suggest historical circumstances from which 
the psalm might natural!} have originated 3 or to give directions for the 
music by which it was to be accompanied m the 'Services of the 2nd Temple 4 

2 Composite Psalms Several of the Psalms bear traces of being them 
selves a compilation these have been called composite Psalms as containing 
withm them parts of more than one Psalm The most remarkable cases 
are the following the 60th Psalm (§§ n 125)^ which the kej note is O 
God thou hast cast us out and scattered us abroad, could only have been 
written at the time of the dispersion but it contains an older fragment 
msertei?bet^veen the 5th and xoth verse* 5 which is an oracle given to David 
and promising victory over Edom and Moab The independence of this 
part is clearly proved by its recurrence m the 108th Psalm 

The 19th Psalm (§ 8) consists of two parts (w 1—6 and 7—15} the first 
reflects the joy of David in the works of nature the second the joy of some 
later Israelite m the study of the Law 

The 108th Psalm is not strictly speaking a psalm at all being merely the 
result of the combination of part of the 37th with the oracle mentioned 
above as forming part of the 60th See § 143 

The 24th Psalm (§§ 3 4) a composed of two psalms both apparently the 
work of David the first (vv 7 — 10) sung before the Ark had been established 
at Jerusalem and summoning the gates to be lifted up to receive the Ark the 
2nd (w 1 — 6) written after Jerusalem had become known as ‘the hill of 
Jehovah 

The 144th Psalm Contains three verses (w 12—14) which do not har 
momze with the despairing tone of the rest of the psalm but describe m all 

x Cp Perowne The Book of Psalms Introduction p Ixxxix To give a reason for 
the place of each Psalm is as impossible as to give a reason for the order of the different 
Suras in the Koran. 

2 See Appendix B 

3 As the notices of authorship or history pp 253 2 4 

4. As the musical,directions p 256. 
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the joy of the golden e^i of David the plenteousness of a time of national 
prosperity 

The 68th Psalm the great Dedication Ode (§ 114) contains quotations 
from the song of Deborah and other hymns of triumph 

The 27th Psalm (§ 24) contains a plaintive psalm inserted between the 7th 
and 15th verses of the original psalm it breaks off suddenly from 1 offering 
offerings of joy m the Temple with theory Hearken unto my voice O Jeho 
vah when X cry for there are false witnesses risen up against me and such 
as breathe out cruelty 

In 1 Qhron xvi the psalm given by the chronicler as sung at the 
Consecration of the Temple of Solomon consists *of portions of several 
psalms thus vv 8—22 came from § 144 cv 1 — 15 vv 23 — 33 from § 34 
xc 1—13 and vv ,,4 35 from § 133 cvi 1 45 46 

3 Recurrence of Psalms It may be added that there are instances m 
which a psalm occurs m more than one place These instances prove that 
the several collections out of which thfc Psalter was made were formed m 
dependently of one another or else the same psalm would not have occurred 
more than once Thus (1) the 70th Psalm occurs again in the 40th see 
§ 72 (2) the 14th Psalm #The fool hath said in his heart etc occurs again 
as the 53rd see § 84 (3) parts of the 57th and 60th occur u the 108th see 
§ 143 and (4) the x8th Psalm occurs also m 2 Sam xxu 

4 Doxologies Where the different smaller collections begin and end 
is a matter of conjecture ^The Psalter has generally been considered to 
consist of five books the 1st containing Pss 1 — xli the 2nd xlu — lxxu the 
3rd lxxu— -xc the 4th xc— cvi the 5th cvi — cl of some such division traces 
still remain 

Thus it appears to have been the custom among the 'Compilers to conclude 
any collection of psalms with a doxology or set formfef praise to Jehovah 
It is probable that this custom was adopted from the Temple service where 
the call to praise Jehovah would be used as we use the Gloria Patn These 
doxologies differing considerably from one another appear four times m the 
Psalter, as follows 

§ 29 xli 13 Blessed be Jehovah, God of Israel 
from everlasting to everlasting ' 

Amen and Amen 

| 63 lxxu 18 19 Blessed be Jehovah God the God of Israel 
who only doeth wondrous things 
and blessed be the Name of His majesty for ever 
and all the earth shall be filled with His majesty 
Amen Amen 1 m 

§ 133 cvi 46 Blessed be Jehovah God of Israel, 
from everlasting and world without end 
and let all the people say Amen 
§ 124. lxxxix 50 Praised be Jehovah for evermore 
Amen and Amen 

The doxology at the end of the 106th Psalm is quoted as part of the psalm 
# mi Chron xvi 33 3^ and therefore either we must assume that it was cou 
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stantly used with the psalm m the Temple service (for which reason it has 
been printed with the psalm taken on p 159 ) or the quotation in Chronicles 
must be from the minor collection of psalm's to which the doxology had been 
already appended The separ^ion between the 4th and 5th books cannot 
therefore be pressed 

Besides the doxology after the 72nd Psalm we have a notice appended 
‘The prayers of David the son *f Jesse are ended * — prayers here 
means psalms as m Hab 111 and Ps cn (p 89) The notice marks a change 
of^ubject rather than the conclusion of a book as may be seen by comparing 
it with the similar notices m Job xxxi 40 The words of Job are«Snded and 
m Jer li 64 Thus far are the words of Jeremiah 

5 Smaller collections of •which the Psalter is made up On the whole 
It is agreed that there are at least three distinct collections Pss 1— 41 Pss 
42— *89 Pss 90— -150 the two latter of which are themselves compiled from 
several sources 

The 1st collection (Pss 1— 41) ^generally accepted as containing more 
Davidian psalms than the others all except four 1 are assigned by the 
superscriptions to him and of these eleven 8 have been held m this work to 
bp certainly his The use or song of the bo% 3 was handed down by 
memory and this may at first have been the case with some of the old 
relics 4 of David s time In the time of Solomon however or the kings of 
his century a collection must have been formed to preserve the longer 
psalms at any rate whether previously compiled or not they were arranged 
together about the time of Josiah incorporated with others which were 
supposed to be of the same date and the name of David was given to the 
whole dWeStion This compiler (m the 7th century) probably wrote Ps 1 
(§ 60) as an introduction to the whole and may have inserted Ps 2 (§ 16) 
from some extant gtffeup of Solomon s songs 5 The further characteristics 
of this first division are the use of the word Jehovah 6 the presence of several 
historical notices, (which appear to come from original sources and not from 
the books of Samuel ) and finally the comparative meagreness of musical 
directions 

The 2nd collection (Pss 42 — 89) consists of two parts one mainly assigned 
to David (Pss 51—72)) and the other to David s singers (Pss. 42—5° Pss 
73 __$g) Hence it has been suggested that the order of the Psalms in this 
collection has been changed, and that originally the Davidic section (51 — 72) 
came first and was followed oy the non Davidic section (42—50 and 73 — 89) 
This second collection is characterized (1) by the use of Elohim and not 
of Jehovah (a) by the fullness of musical directions (3) by the assignment of 

1 These are Pss x 2*3:0 and 33 Of th„se Ps 10 should be united to Ps 9 as m 
LXX see § 61 Ps 33 which has no superscription comes from a very late penod and 
seems to have been once joined by mistake to Ps 32 

s Pss 3 4, 7 8 11 15 18 19 24, 29 32 and perhaps 23 27 

3 § 18 2 Sam i 18 Cp the superscription of Ps 60 to teich 1 e to be learnt. 

4 Cp $§ 10 11 Pss no 60 

6 ThreeUilS unapplied to the Deity Adonat which has been translated Lord 
jrfc ftitn the mighty which has been translated God and Jehovah He that is the 
national God of the 3 ews see article Jehovah m Diet of BiWe 
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many psalms to traditionally celebrated musicians (4) by the prevalence of 
historical inscriptions of an untrustworthy character 1 2 It contains only one 
really Davidic psalm 8 viz a fragment inlaid m a psalm of a later time 
The collection seems to have been arranged by a compiler after the Cap 
tivity, who had the special desire of the period to resuscitate all relics of 
David whether genuine or not and who took part m the restoration of the 
Temple music as far as possible in its ^d form In hi» reverence for the tra 
ditional founders of his tart he forgot the difference between the poet who 
composed the poem and the musicians who arranged the service and tuus 
attributed Psalms to men who even had the psalms been the product of 
David s time would not have been likely to be the Athors 3 4 

The 3rd and concluding division (Pss 90 — 150) has been divided into the 
4th and 5th Books from an uncertain interpretation of Ps cvi 46 It con 
tains in itself several minor collections 

(1) The 15 pilgrim odes Pss 102^134 see § 85 

(2) The 20 Hallelujah psalms Pss 103 — 107 1x1— 118 135 136 146 — 
150 These are a group of psalms evidently designed for Temple use in 
most of which Hallelujah occurs either at the beginning or the close We 
may imagine the singing and music to cease and the people to the sound 
of the priests trumpets to join in a mighty chorus of Praise Jehovah ’ 

(3) Pss 92—100 a group marked by the almost entire absence of super 
scnptions 

The further characteristics of this division are 

(1) the comparative meagreness of the superscriptions 

(2) the preservation of a few really Davidic psalms 

(3) the return to the use of the name * JehoVfth ' w 

These three great collections were thus compiled at different times and by 
different men from materials which they found ready to their hands from 
various sources for the individual psalms they either adapted the extant or 
traditionary superscriptions or themselves invented new ones according to 
the use and nature of the psalm itself 

On the whole we come to the following conclusions 

1 that the present Psalter is composed of collections originally distinct 

2 that though some grouping together of contemporaneous psalms may 
be noticed m the minor divisions, the compiler of the whole did not attempt 
a fusing of the different collections with a view to a complete chronological 
arrangement 

3 that internal criticism an examination in fact of the language and 
historical allusions is the only means by which the Psalms can be arranged 
in any chronological order 

1 See Appendix B p 255 

2 Ps. 60 see §§ xx 123 

3 For the early distinction of poet and singer cp Ex xv x 20 21 Cp the evident 
interest in musical details displayed by the author of the Books of Chronicles especially 
i Chron vi xxv 2 Ch v 

4 Pss 101 no 144. w 1— 11 
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APPENDIX B 

On the superscriptions ^ or titles of the Psalms 

*dus edition the superscriptions have not been given with the psalms 
to which they belong nor have the notes been burdened with discussions as 
to their meaning The latest English critic* has stated as the result of his 
study that m historical notices as m statements of authorship the super 
scriptions cannot be relied on ‘They are sometimes genuine and really 
represent the most ancient tradition 8 At other times they have been m 
venfed by the caprice of later editors and collectors the fruits of conjee 
tare 3 or of dimmer and more uncertain traditions 4 In short the superscrip 
tions of the Psalms are like the subscriptions to the Epistles of the New 
Testament They are not of any necessary authority and their value must 
be weighed and tested by the usual critical processes ’ 

The superscriptions are of four classes (*) thole that relate to authorship 
(2) to historical circumstance (3} to the purpose of the psalm, (4) to the 
musical accompaniment 

(1) Authorship 

In the Hebrew text out of the 150 Psalms 7 0 are assigned to David 
24 to Dimd^ singers 2 to Solomon 1 to Moses 50 are anonymous 

The customary be^ef ha^associated all with David and still pertinaciously 
claims for him at leastf those which m the Hebrew titles are assigned to him 
But this belief simply arises from a misunderstanding of the Jewish custom, 
by which a composite work was soon called by the name of its most eminent 
author the Psalms being quoted as early as the time of the Maccabees as the 
work of David, just as all the Pentateuch was quoted as the work of Moses 
There is no proof that the Hebrew psalmists were m the habit of prefixing 
their names to their works A prophet may it is true from the nature ot 
his office add his name to give weight to his words, but there is no such 
necessity for the psalmist that the custom was not an universal one is 
proved by the existence of 50 anonymous psalms Again internal criticism 
has shown that many of these superscriptions are unquestionably erroneous 
The conclusive arguments which may be derived from language 8 must be 
taken on the verdict of scholars but historical criticism will come home 
to every reader Nc*one for instance would hesitate m rejecting the 
superscription m the Septuagmt which assigns to David the 137th Psalm 
which begins with the words By the waters of Babylon we sat down anti 


x Peroune The Book of Psalms Introduction p cxi 
a As m Pss 3 7 18 60 io3 

3 As m Pss 30 34 51-59 72 1 7 etc 4 As Ps 90 

5 As from the Chaldatsms which mark the writings of the Return from Captivity 
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wept even the compiler in his first attempts at criticism did not hesitate to 
suggest the more possible authorship of Jeremiah It is equally impossible 
to conceive that David could write m the 14th Psalm ‘when Jehovah tumeth 
tike captivity of His people then shall Jacob rejoice or that at any period 
of his life he could have written the last tifo verses of the 51st Psalm or 
again that, when he fled from the court of Achish, he should have vented 
the feelings of his wild nomad life in aj^ acrostic psalm k 

It is easy m some cases to trace the grounds of internal criticism which 
have caused the assignment of psalms to particular authors For mstaAe 
the assignment of the 127th (§ 94) to Solomon seems to rest simply on the 
words Except Jehovah build the house which ha*e misled the critic into 
the idea that the building of Solomon s Temple is the subject of the Psalm 
and so again the mention of Sheba and Tarshish 1 2 may have led to the 
assignment of the 72nd (§ 63) to the same author 

The assignment of 12 Psalms to Asaph 12 to the sons of Korah* (in 
eluding 1 to Heman the Ezrahite a d§scendant of Korah 3 ) and 1 to Ethan 
or Jeduthun 4 points to a collection m which equal numbers were assigned 
to each of three great traditional musicians If so the other n of Ethan 
are either omitted or lost 5 - 

(2) Historical cv> cmnstance 

Of the 73 Psalms assigned to David by the titles only 13 have historical 
notices prefixed to them 

Of these historical notices four are prefixed to Psalms undoubtedly 
Davidic and bear the marks of independent tradition These ; 

Ps 3 When he (David) fled from Absalot# his sap * 

Ps 7 * Which he sang unto Jehovah concerning the words of Cush, the 

Benjamite Cush is not mentioned in the historical books 

Ps 18 David the servant of Jehovah, who spake unto Jehovah the 
words of this song m the day that Jehovah delivered him from the hand of 
all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul, and he said The superscription 
and Psalm occur m 2 Sam xxu 6 

Ps 60 For the superscription see p 187 The historical notice thereifi 
contained does not agree in details with the accounts in 2 Sam vm 13 
14 x 16 1 Chron xix 6—19 and must therefore, as well as that 01 

1 Ps 34 where Abimelech (Gen xx 2) in the superscription is a mistake for Achish 
see 1 Sam xxl 10 Other Alphabetical Psalms attributed to David are 9 23 37 

2 Cp $ 63 Ps. Ixxu jo with 2 Chron ix 1 21 

3 Cp 1 Chron vi 33 37 

4 Cp 1 Chron xv id— «•» with xxv t 3 

5 There seems to be some confusion after the 87th for the heading of the 88th is 
obviously made up of two not only is the authorship assigned to both the sons of 
Korah and to Heman, but the Psalm is called both an ordinary Psalm and a Maschil 
See p 236 Musical accompaniment We must either suppose that the Psalm has had 
superscriptions written for it by two compilers or more probably that the first heading 

A Song or Psalm by the sons of Korah belongs to a lost Psalm 

6 Cp 4 47 xxxvi and $ 142 cxliv jo The title servant of Jehovah is not used 
of a living person see Dqjt xxxiv 5 Josh 1 1 
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Ps 7 be founded on some other chronicles unknown to us these two are 
therefore of more weight than the generality of these superscriptions 

The nine others 1 for instance do not seem worthy of credit they appear 
chiefly m the Davidian portion of the second Collection (51 — 72), and are in 
all cases founded on the Book^*of Samuel m these cases it would seem that 
the compiler starting with the idea that the Psalms were David s selected 
such incidents from the history as h^considered adapted to the thoughts in 
the Psalms 

f>The superscription of Ps 102 has no parallel among the Psalms its 
poetical character and peculiar style seem to mark it as the igork of the 
PsalmisJ himself (Se#p 218/ 

(3) Purpose of the Psalm 

Superscriptions of this character are prefixed to 116 Psalms 
In respect of its purpose a poem i§ described as song prayer or hymn of 
praise Song is the general term 2 denoting a metrical, or at least rhyth 
mical piece not necessarily set to music and is usually coupled with some 
more definite designation It occurs m 30 superscriptions and may be used 
With any of those which follow Thus it occurs with a musical notice 
Ps 46 with Psalm’ in 12 titles * song of loves , 1 e a bridal song Ps 45, 
seep 193 

Song of ascents ’ (degrees, A V ) Pss 120— 134, that is as explained 
p 222 of the goings up to Jerusalem from ^ile So Ezra vu 9 the 
foundation of the going up cp Johnxu 20 

Song the dedication of the house Ps 30 these words are appa 
rently inserted between & psalm — of David the house is not David s 
but the Temple tl^ compiler probably considered vv xi, 12 to allude to 
2 Sam vi 

Song for the sabbath day Ps 92 so the LXX adds notices to Pss 24, 
29 3h 37) 48 66 94 95 assigning particular Psalms for use on different 
days of the week arid on feast days 

Prayer is applied apparently by the authors themselves to Ps 102 and 
Tlab 111 it occurs also Pss 17, 86, 90 142 it may be used with either 
Shiggaion (Hab l c ) or Maschil (Ps 142) Cp Ps lxn 20 

Hymn of praise only applied to Ps 150 though the whole Psalter is 
styled m the Hebrew text the hymns 

The purpose of a Psalm is further defined m Ps 100 as a Psalm for 
thanksgiving in Psalm 60 as to teach,’ 1 e to be learnt by heart Cp 
2 Sam 1 x8 

x Ps 34 from 1 Sam xxi 10 for the mistake see above p 54 note Ps 51 from 
2 Sam xii Suggested by w 4, 14 Ps 52 an Alphabetical Psalm the notlte comes from 
1 Sam xxu 6 suggested by vv 1 2 Ps 34 from 1 Sam xxm 19 suggested by ver 3 
PS 56 from 1 Sam xxi 11—16 Ps 57 from 1 Sam xxu Ps 59 from 1 Sam xix 11 
suggested by w 6 14 which however do not describe the siege of a house but of a 
town Ps 63 from 1 Sam xxu evidently because in ver t a dry and thirsty land was 
taken literally Ps 142 same as Ps 37 
2 Cp Is v x Spng of Solomon 1 1 etc 
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In Pss 3S 70 as a^Psalra to bring to remembrance 1 e to be used 
with a penitential sacrifice as we learn from Is'lxvi 3, he that maketh a 
memorial translated in A V * he that burneth incense Cp Lev 11 2 

(4) Musical accompaniment 

Ihe musical directions are of three hands which are placed in a regular 
order 

x The title translated (A. V ) to the chief musician m any case denotes 
that the P^ilm is set to music This title has been translated for the 
leader by the leader and for leading it oc<*irs in 5, Psalms, and 
appears in a longer form u 6 Psalms and Habakkuk, for leading with 
music 

2 The kind of accompaniments is defined by the use of one and only 

one of four designations Psalm Maschil, Michtam Shiggaion • 

Psalm, is the most common being applied 56 times hence the Greek 
translation connected with psaltery has been used to designate all the 150 
poems it denotes a song with an accompaniment 1 e with the harp 
psaltery (lute) and cymbal^ the ordinary Temple music Cp § 52 lvn 
9 and § 153 cl 3 

Maschil is applied to 14 Psalms ‘a skilfully constructed song 1 e 
with more elaborate music It occurs § 115 xhn 7, where its con 
nection with music is clear from the context and where it has been 
translated glorious from a» inability to convey more accurately the musical 
idea 

Michtam is applied to 6 Psalms and to the writing of Hezgjciah m Is 
xxxviu It might be translated either a golden p#em l g of peculi# value 
or a hidden poem a mystery a dark speech (cp § 66 xlix 4) hut neither 
affords the necessary contrast to the last two term* Ewald considers 
Maschil was accompanied only by the harp and the treble cymbals Mich 
tam the song of more deep import by the psaltery and loud or bass cymbals 
(see § 153 cl 4) 

Shiggaion an ode with wild and changing music, applied to Ps 7 like 
the Greek dithyramb so Hab ui 1 we have * to dithyrambic measures * 

3 The tone or mode to be used is then given chiefly by a quotation 
from some familiar poem which had already been set to that particular mode 
Of these modes we find 10 much difference of opinion exists as to their 
meaning, and their interpretation throws no light whatever on the Psalms 
The reader is referred for a list of them to the larger edition of this work or 
to the articles on them m the Dictionary of the Bible by Mr Wnght 

There is only one term used m the course and* at the conclusion of 
Psalms This direction Selah is given m its place m the A V and denotes 
higher up * it seems to be a direction to the music to play loud during an 
interval m which the voices are silent It occurs 71 times in 39 Psalms and 
3 times m Hab 111 generally at the end of a strophe once in Ps ix 16 we 
find Higgaion Selah upon a loud instrument music play loud a more 
complete form of the same Cp Ps xen 3, upon a loud instrument upon 
*the harp 
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APPENDIX C 


Containing the triumphal Songs of Mosts and Minam and of 
Deborah 

THE SONG OF faoSES AND MIRIAM Exodus xv 

Prelude 

Sing unto Jehovah for He heffth triumphed gloriously 

the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea 

I 


I will sing unto Jehovah for He hath triumphed gloriously i 

the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea 1 
Jehovah is my strength and my song 2 

for He was my salvation 
He is my God and I will praise Him 
^nyafather s God agd I a ill exalt Him 
Jehovah is mighty M war 3 

Jehovah is His ®ame 

Pharaohs chariots and his host hath He cast into the sea 4 

his chosen captains were drowned m the Red sea 
the depths have covered them 5 

they sank to the bottom as a stone 

II 

Thy right hand, O Jehovah is glorious in power 6 

Thy right hand 0 Jehovah, hath dashed m pieces the enemy 
and m the greatness of Thy Majesty hast Thou overthrown them that rose 
up against Thee 7 

Thou sendest forth Thy wrath and consumest them as stubble 
for with the blast of Thy nostrils the waters were gathered together 8 
the floods stood upright as an heap, 

and the depths were congealed m the heart of the sea 


the enemy said, ‘I will pursue I will overtake, I will divide the spoil 9 
my desire shall be satisfied upon them 

*1 will draw my sword my hand shall destroy them 
Thou didst blow with Thy wind the sea covered them 10 

they sank as lead w the mighty waters 

17 
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III 

Who is like unto Thee, O Jehovah among the gods’ 11 

who is like unto Thee glonous m holiness, 
fearful m praises, doing wonders? e 
Thou stretchedst out Thy right hand the earth swallowed them 12 

Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth the ptople which Thou hast redeemed 13 
Thou hast guided them in Thy strength to Thy holy habitation 

IV 

The nations heard they tremble * 14 

terror took hold on the inhabitants of Palestine 
then were the dukes of Edom amazed 15 

the mighty men of Moab — trembling taketh hold of them 
all the inhabitants of Canaan are melted away 
fear and dread fall upon them 16 

by the greatness of Thine arm they are as still as a stone, 
till the people pass over O Jehovah 

till the people pasfWer which Thou hast purchased 
Thou bnngest them m and plantest them on the hill of Thine inheritance 17 
in the place O Jehovah which Thou hast made for Thee to dwell in, 
m the sanctuary O Lord which Thy hands have established 
Jehovah is King for ever £nd ever 18 

Prelude This is taken from ver 21 being Miriam s answer to the early 
portion of the song as sung by Moses and the children of Israel^ 

Ver 17 sanctuary , 1 e Shiloh This alluSfon sh^ws that the original 
poem must have been remoulded for a Passover Ode ^ be sung at Shiloh 
after the people were already settled m the land For the living interest 
m their past history which induced the Jews to join the old to the new 
compare the 60th Psalm and the account of Composite Psalms in Appendix 
A p 249 


THE SONG OF DEBORAH Judges v 
1 

Prelude 

Forasmuch as the leaders led m Israel 

forasmuch as the people willingly offe%d themselves 
praise Jehovah l 

x 

Deborah recalletk the glories of the Exodus of old 
Hear O ye kings ’ give ear O ye princes ! 3 

I even I will sing unto Jehovah, 

I will sing Raises to Jehovah God of Israel, 
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Jehovah when Thou weqtest forth from Seir 4 

when Thou marchedst out of the field of Edom 
the earth trembled and the heavens dropped, 
the clouds also dropped water 
the mountains melted before Jehovah, 

even that Sinai before Jehovah God of Israel 5 

land how from the evil times of the early fudges deliverance came 
In the days of Shamgar, the son of Anath 

in the days of Jael the highways kept holiday 
and the travellers walked through byways 
the leaders kept holiday yea they kept holiday in Israel 
» until that I Deborah, arose — 
that I arose a mother in Israel 
They chose new judges * 

then were the gates of the enemy taken 
yet was not a shield or spear seen among forty thousand m Israel 

3 

she calleth on Israel to give thanks for the same 
My heart saith to the captains of Israel 9 

and to them that offered themselves willingly, among the people 
‘praise ye Jehovah! 

sing praises ye that ride on white asses, IO 

* ye* that sit in chariots 
and ye that w*lk on Toot sing praises ' 
with the noise of the singers by the wells of water n 

there let them rehearse the righteous acts of Jehovah 
the righteous acts of His leading in Israel 
Chorus 

Then besieged they the gates— the people of Jehovah * 



II 

Chorus 

Awake t awake t Deborah f 12 

awake , awake utter the song 1 
Arise Barak r lead on thy captives thou son of Almoam f 
z 

She telleth of the gathering 

Then a remnant of the nobles, of the people did go down 13 

Jehovah Himself with the captains did go down 
from Ephraim did they go— they whose roots are in Amalek— 14 

after thee Benjamin, among thy people — 
from Machir did the captains go down, 

and from Zebulon they that hold the staff V judgment 

17 — 2 
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and the pnnces in IssarW like Deborah — 15 

and Issachar even as Barak — 
even so did his feet bear him down mto the valley 


of the rec&ant 

By the streams of Reuben there are great purposes of heart 1 16 

0 why ablest thou by the sheepfolds to hear the pipings of the flocks? 

by the streams of Reuben theife are great searchings of heart * 

Gilead abideth beyond Jordan 17 

and Dan— why tameth he by the ships’ 

Asher contmueth by the sea shore 
and abideth in his havens' 

Zebulon is a people that jeopardeth tlfeir lives unto death, 18 

and Naphtali that dwelleth on the heights 

3 

of the battle 

The kings came and fought 

then fought the kiftgs of Canaan 
at Taanach by the waters of Megiddo 
they took no spoil of silver 
the stars fought from heaven 

the stars from their courses 
fought against Sisera 
the torrent of Kishon swept them away 

that torrent of war the torrent Kishon 

Chorus 

Up 0 my soul be lifted up with strength 


of the flight 

Then stamped the hoofs of the horses, 22 

with the gallopmgs the gallopmgs of the nifghty ones 
‘ Curse ye Meroz, saith the angel of Jehovah 23 

curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof 
‘because they came not to the help of Jehovah 
‘to the help of Jehovah among his captains 
Blessed above women be Jael, 24 

the wife of Heber the Kemte 
blessed may she *e above women of the tent » 
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of the destruction of the captain 

He asked water she gave him milk, 25 

yea curded milk in ft lordly dish 

she put her hand to the pin of the tent 26 

and her rigjit hand to the-workman s hammer 
and with the hammer she smote Sisera she smote m pieces his head 
^ she brake it m pieces she smote through his temples 
at her feet he bowed, he fell he lay down, 27 

at her feet hes bowed he fell # 
where he bowed there he fell down dead 

6 

and of the bewilderment of his home at Harosheth 
Ihrough the window she looked oftt afar and cned — 28 

the mother of Sisera through the lattice 
Why is his chariot so long in coming 
why tarry the wheels of his chariots 3 j| 
the wise ones of her ladies make answer, 29 

—but she repeateth to herself her words— 
have they not sped? are they not dividing the prey? 30 

‘to every man a damsel or two? 

‘to Sisera a prey of divers colours a pr®r of divers colours, of em 
broidery, 

^ o#e of divers colours two of embroidery for the neck of the queen 9 
* Chorus 

So let all Thine enemies perish O Jehovah 1 31 

but they that love Him are as the sun when he goeth forth 
m his might 


NOTES TO SONG OF DEBORAH 

Ver 3 kings— princes 1 e of Canaan enemies of Israel 
Ver 4, s Deborah relates to the enemy the manifestations of Gods 
power as Lord of Ho#s as He was leading forth His people from the south, 
from Edom and mount Seir the eastern boundary of Edom, to take possession 
of the land of promise melted 1 e in terror at the storm 

Ver 6 Jael is the name of a judge not known and is not to be confused 
with the wife of Heber the Kemte of the same name in ver 24 
Ver 8 judges literally gods cp note on § 53 Ivui 1 
Ver 11 wells ofwatet She calls on the herdsmen staying away with 
their flocks to jam m the song of triumph 
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Ver 14 whose roots are in Arnalek, 1 e whcflfe inheritance is in Mouut 
Amalek,m Ephraim, cp Judges xu 15 Mach.tr 1 e Manasseh, cp Joshua 
xvn 1 meaning western Manasseh just as Gilead (ver 17) means eastern 
Manasseh • 

Ver 15 like Deborah-— as Barak, 1 e with the same zeal as their leaders 
valley i e from Mount Tabor, where thay had taken up their position, so as 
to be secure against the chariots of Jamn, down to the battle in the valley 
of Esdraelon his , 1 e Issachar's 0 

Ver 16 tfiurjboses— searchings Reuben had first good purposes then 
hesitation and searchings whether h^, would go or not# 

Ver 19 Taanach The lungs of Canaan came down from Harosheth 
and encamped with their chariots of iron in the great plain of Esdraelon 
Into this plain runs the long promontory of Taanach, from which Deborah 
watched the encampment of the foe, and from which she saw the encampment 
on Mount Tabor of the little host which#was so soon to sweep down into the 
valley and destroy them 

Ver 20 from their courses the stars came down 1 e the elements left 
their usual courses to aid in fhe destruction So at Bethhoron the sun and 
the moon stayed their course compare m modern times, how at Cressy the 
rain and cold came on out of course and disabled the enemy's archers and 
swordsmen 

Ver 21 Ktshon As their flight was towards the north, they had to 
cross the Ktshon, usually a*hry bed, then a swollen torrent This and the 
morass which was formed by the waters proved the destruction of his 
chariots 

Ver 23 Meros a city by which the rout jlftssed |pd which ghve no 
help m the pursuit Hence the curse 

Ver 24 women of the tent 1 e Bedouin Arab women 
Ver 29 her words 1 e of doubt and fear m ver 28 The mother's 
instinct guesses the cause, and is not deluded by the ladies who thought only 
of victory and spoil 

Ver 30 queen The Hebrew word for queen differs from that for prey 
only by one letter It is impossible to make sense with prey except by the 
insertion of several words, a much greater alteration than the substitution of 
one letter for another 
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APPENDIX D 


List of difficult Passages m Prayer Book Vernon 


SECTION 

ix 6 O thou enemy destructions are come to a perpetual end even 
as the cities which thou hast destroyed their memorial is perished with 
them 

61 x 17 Break thou the jaws of the ungodly and malicious take away 
his ungodliness and thou shalt find none 

1 m 0 For the foundations will be cast de**vn and what hath the right 
eous done? 

12 xvm #6 with the froward thou shalt learn frowardness 

29 with the help of my God I shall leap over the wall 

45 the strange children shall dissemble with me 

69 xxn 21 Thou hast heard me from amoi% the horns of the unicorns 

29, 30 all such as be fat upon earth have eaten and worshipped 
ajl tk^ey that go down into the dust shall kneel before him, and no man 
hath quickened his own soul 

4 xxiv 6 Th$ is the generation of them that seek him even of them 
that seek thy face, O Jacob 

7 xxix 7 The voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire [The con 
nexion is obscured throughout the Psalm ] 

57 xxxi 22 Thou shalt hide them pnvily by thme own presence from the 
provoking of all men 

23 Thanks be to the Lord, for he hath shewed me marvellous 
great kindness in a strong city 

24. and when I made haste I said I am cast out of the sight of 
thme eyes 

13 xxxu 7 but in the great waterfloods they shall not come nigh him 

10 be not ye like to horse and mule which have no understand 
mg, whose mouths must be held with bit and bridle lest they fall upon 
thee 

70 xxxv 13 my prayer shall turn into mine own bosom 

71 xxxviu 17 And I truly am set in the plague 

72 xl & 10 Then said I lo I come in the volume of the book it is writ 
ten of me that I should fulfil thy will 

67 xiu 8 therefore will I remember thee concerning the land of Jordan 
and the little hill of Hermon One deep calleth another because of the 
noise of the waterspouts &c 
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SECTION 

rig xliv 20 when thou hast smitten us into th enlace of dragons 

23 xlv 14 the king s daughter is all glorious within 

33 xlvi 4. The rivers of the flood thereof shall make glad the city of God 

36 xlvm 2 upon the north side lieth the < 5 ty of the great king 

66 xlix 4 I will incline mine ear to the parable and shew my darl 
speech upon the harp w 

5 When the wickedness of my keels compasseth me round about 
14 they lie m the hell like sheep death gnaweth upon them a*d 
the righteous shall have domination over them m the morning their 
beauty shall consume m the sepulchre out of the^r dwelling 

75 h 4 against thee only have I sinned and done this evil m thy sight 
that thou mightest be justified m thy saying, and clear when thou ar^ 
judged 

84 lm 6 They were afraid where no fear was for God hath broken tflie 
bones of him that besieged thee e 

52 lvn 5 I lie even among the children of men that are set on fire whose 
words are spears and arrows 

53 lvia 8 or ever your j^ots be made hot with thorns so let indignation 
vex him even as a thing that is raw 

34 lix 14 And m the evening they will return grin like a $og, and go 
about the city 

125 lx 4. thou hast given a token for such as fear thee 

6 God hath spolftn m his holiness I will rejoice and divide 
Sichem and mete out the valley of Succoth 

8 Moab is my washpot over Edom will I cast out^m^. shoe 
Phihstia, be thou glad of me 

114 lxvm 13 Though ye have hen among the pots, yg: shall ye be as the 
wings of a dove 

lxvm 14 When the Almighty scattered kings for their sake then were 
they as white as snow in Salmon 

lxvm 27 there is little Benjamin their ruler and the princes of Judah 
their counsel 

30, 31 When the company of the spearmen and the multitude of 
the mighty are scattered abroad among the beasts of the people so that 
they humbly bring pieces of silver, then shall the princes come out of 
Egypt, the Morians land shall soon stretch out her hands unto God 

76 Ixxx 6 lam become as it were a monster unto many 

iso Wxiv 15 Thou smotest the heads of Leviathan in pieces and gavest 
him to be meat for the people in the wilderness 

37 lxxvi 4. Thou art of more honour and might «han the hills of the 
rodders 

8i lxxvn 10 And I said It is mine own infirmity but I will remember 
the year of the right hand of the most Highest 

122 Kxx 2 before Ephraim Benjamin and Manasses stir up thj strength 
and come and help us 

83 Ixxxu 6 I have said Ye are gods and ye aie all the children of the 
most Highest 
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SECTION 

99 lxxxvn 3 I will tM&k upon Rahab and Babflon with them that know 
me 

4 Behold ye the Philistines also and they of Tyre with the 
Monans lo there was h^bom 

7 The singers also and trumpeters shall he rehearse All my 
fresh springs shall be m thee ^ 

38 Ixxxvm 4 free among the dead, like unto them that are wounded 
t% lxxxix 36 He shall stand fast for evermore as tne moon and as the 
faithful witness in heaven < 

34 xc S as soon as'thou scatterest t£em they are even as a sleep 
it for even thereafter as a man feareth so is thy displeasure 
82 xciv 15 until righteousness turn again unto judgment all such as are 
% true of heart shall follow it 

* 20 wilt thou have anything to do with the stool of wickedness 9 

133 cvi 28 they ate the offenngs<*)f the dead 
74 cix s let Satan stand at his right hand 

10 cx 3 In the day of thy power shall the people offer thee freewill offer 
mgs with an holy worship the dew of thynlnrth is of the womb of the 
morning 

7 *He shall drmk of the brook in the way therefore shall he lift up 
his head 

103 cxvi 12 I will receive the cup of salvati^fi and call upon the name of 
the Lord 

130 cxix 83 For I am become like a bottle in the smoke 

156 I see that ^11 things come to an end but thy commandment is 
exceeding bromd 

131 I opened my mouth and drew in my breath for my delight 
was m thy commandments 

85 cxx 4 Wo is me that I am constrained to dwell with Mesech and to 
have my habitation among the tents of Kedar 
92 cxxv 3 for the rod of the ungodly cometh not into the lot of the right 
eous 

9^ cxxvi s Turn our captivity O Lord as the ruers in the South 
94 cxxvu 3 for so he giveth his beloved sleep 

91 cxxix 3, 4 The plowers plowed upon my back and made long furrows 
but the righteous Lord hath hewn the snares of the ungodly in pieces 
123 cxxxu 6 Io we heard of the same at Ephrata and found it m the wood 
96 cxxxiii 3 like as the dew of Hermon which fell upon the hill of Sion 
41 cxli 6 But let not their precious balms break my head yea I will 
pray yet agamst\heir wickedness 



GLOSSARY 


Of Archaisms or Ambiguous Expressions m the Prayer Book 
Version of the Psahns 


abide patiently upon Him, patiently abide the Lord, 1 e wait for, rest upon 
xxxvu 7, 9 abide ls^onnected with abeyance suspense * it has often 
been replaced by ‘look for as it has been in * to all that abiden the 
redemption of Israel, Luke n 38 and m abiding and frighmg (hie 
mg or hasting) unto the coming of the day of our Lord/ a Pet 111 n 
(Wiclif) 

abjict , subst — the very abjtcts came together against me 1 e the vilest per 
sons xxxv 15 Lat abjectus thrown away * cp 

*1 deemed it better so to die, 
than at my foeman s feet an Object «he * 

Mirror for Mag 

after— comfort us again after the time that Thou hast plagued us, 1 e in pro 
portion to xc 15 Cp ‘deal not with us after our sms (Litany) 
So to do for him after the custom of the law/ Luke u 27 Let the 
earth bring forth the living creature after his kind * Gen 1 24 l e 
each according to ’ and let us make man after our likeness, ib 26 
Also m Wiclif he schalyelde to every msLnafterhu, works * Matt xvi 27 
after with ‘aft ‘afar/ comes from af or of/ and so means from 
the basis of * 

altogether lighter than vanity itself, 1 e all (of them) together, Ixu 9 
bonds — break their bonds asunder le bands of yoke, n 3 Cp Jer v 5, ‘these 
have broken the yoke and burst the bonds 
comfortable^ praise Thy Name, because it is so comfortable , 1 e comforting, 
consoling liv 6 So Juliet cries O comfortSle friar 1 Romeo and 
Juhety v 3 148 

compass—' when the wickedness of my heels compasseth me round about 1 e 
encompass go round xlix 5 xxxn 8 &c 
coney — stony rocks for the comes civ 18 Prov xxx 2 C ‘ the coneys are but 
a feeble folk, yet make they their houses m the rocks, 1 e the Syrian 
hyrax, which is like an Alpine marmot In English coney is the old 
name for a rabbr 
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'glossary 


conversation — such as are^l a right conversation * e path, mode of life 
1 23 Cp Phil in ^o, our conversation is in heaven where it means 
* citizenship ’ So having ypur conversation honest among the Gen 
tiles, 1 Pet 11 12 Latig, ‘versan 

cunning-— let my right hand forget her cunning, 1 e skill, used, as * craft 
was m a good sense (Germ kennen) cxxxvn 5 
darling— deliver my* darling from $ie power of the dog 1 e my dear life 
xxn 20 xxxv 17 It is used like mine honour, * my glory * as parallel 
with ‘soul and life vu 5 darling is diminutive of dear Wiclif 
uses * darlings o^God for ‘beloved of God Rom 1 7 
discover the thick bushes for uncovenj* 1 e strip off leaves from,’ xxix 8 
Compare ‘whether any man have pulled down or discovered (unroofed) 
any church* (Grindai) and 
<1 ‘Go draw aside the curtains and discover 

the several caskets to this noble prince Mer of Ven 11 7 
dissemble, the strange children shaft dissemble with me xvm 45 1 e pay 
court Cp under liars 

dragons — 1 ‘smitten mto the place of dragons 1 e haunts of jackals 
xliv 20 2 breakest the heads of the Kragons in the waters, 1 e 

crocodiles representing Egypt lxxiv 14 
ensue — seek*peace and ensue it, 1 e follow after and overtake (Fr ensuivre) 
xxxiv 14, quoted m 1 Pet 111 11 Wiclif translates seek peace and 
sue it and Matt vm 1, much people sueg (followed) him * Cp 
‘ let not to morrow then ensue to day Rich II 11 1 
eschew evil 1 e flee from shun avoid xxxiv 14 (Germ scheuen, Eng 
•jfcy 7 Cp Shaksp ffylerry Wives, v 5 ‘ What cannot be eschewed 
must be embfhced 

fain — my lips will fain 1 e glad, Ixxi 21 So ‘no man alive so fain 
as I 2 Henry VI in 1 (To fawn on is to seem fain at seeing ) 
fellow— the virgins that be her fellows , i e companions equals or followers, 
xlv is 8 Fellow properly means partner it is used in the Tempest 
for ‘wife, — to be your fellow you may deny me but 111 be your 
servant* T in 1 84 

flitting— Thou tellest my fhttings 1 e wandering (flit flee fleet) lvi 8 
jfc$?_blessed are the folk , that He hath chosen to Him to be His inheritance 

1 e nation (Germ voik), xxxm 12 

free among the dead, 1 e fully, without reserve Cp Jxxxvm 4 
free spirit 1 e freely given of God s own impulse with no compulsion from 
without Cp li 12 So those who were of a free (liberal) heart 

2 Chron xxix 

fret—u moth fretting a garment 1 e eat devour xxxix 12 Cp Lev xui 
SS, if the garment is fret inward, 1 e eaten into by the plague (Germ 
fressen) 

froward — with the froward thou shalt learn frowardness, 1 e cross, per 
verse ( from ward opp of toward) xvm 26 lvili 3 lxiv 2 
fruit shall shake like Libanus 1 e fruit of bodv, posterity lxxu 16 Cp 
Lam 11 ap * shall the women eat their fruit and children of a span 
long? 
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glory — awake up, my gdory, i e my soul or *tV best member that I have’ 
(cvm i) lvn 9 cp darlzng 

grave (verb)— -he hath graven and digged up a pit x.e dig, vn 16 (Germ 
graben) 

health — -looking for Thy health 1 e savm| help/ or mercy, salvation * 
(Germ heil Eng heal hail, hale whole), cxix 123 li 14 lxvu 2 &c 
hell— they he in the hell like sheep 1 e^Hades, or ‘abode of dead * xhx 14 
xxx 3# (p 196), as in ‘He descended into hell 
his — mine eye shall see his lust of mine enemies 1 e its xcn ro cp M#t 
vi 33* the kingdom of God and Jus (its) righteousness and 1 Cor 
xv 38 God giveth to evefp seed his (its) t>wn body * Its is not 
used in the A V of 1611 

hold of superstitious vanities 1 e hold to with, xxxi 7 
indite — my heart is inditing of a good matter 1 e dictate, compose, xlv 1 
(Old French endicter ) # 

inform his princes after his will, 1 e mould by instruction cv 22 xxxn 9 
isles Ixxvn 1 and note The Hebrew word thus translated as in * the isles 
of the Gentiles &c originally meant any habitable land as opposed 
to sea, and not merejpy islands In fact it was like our word coast 
(French, c8te, a side) which is not properly limited to sea coasts 
knap peth the spear in sunder the old form of snap/ xlv^ 9 (Germ 
hnappen ) 

know eth the way of the righteous 1 e recognize with approval, § 60 1 7 
Cp Nah. 1 7 He ktwvoeth them that trust in Him 
large— the Lord heard me at large (perhaps for fully ) the meaning is 
heard [and set me] at large, 1 e at liberty cxvm 5 
lay to — it is time for Thee, Lord to lay to Thine HEmd i 41 apply cxix 126 
Cp Shaksp Temp iv 1, lay to your fingers he^p to bear this away 
learn — lead me forth m Thy truth and learn me 1 e teach, xxv 4 8 
cxix 66 &c 

leasing — seek after leasing iv 2 speak leasing, v 6 le lying * ‘falsehood 
(A S leas, empty false ) 

liars— to be found liars often a translation of ‘feign obedience/ pay 
homage * submit to §116 lxvi 2 and Deut xxxiu 29 Cp the 
strange children shall dissemble (q v ) with me xvm 45 
lieti — though ye have lien among the pots 1 e lam part of to he, Ixvm 
13 Cp Gen xxvi 10, ‘ have hen * 

lighten mine eyes 1 e give light to (enlighten) xnt 3 they had an eye 
unto Him and were lightened xxxiv 5 
lines have fallen unto me m pleasant places 1 e land divided by line, 
heritage xvi 7 

lover — my lovers and my neighbours did stand looking on my trouble 1 e a 
loving or intimate friend, xxxvm n 

memorial— their memorial is perished with them 1 e memory of them 
ix 6 Cp Esther ix 28 nor the memorial of them (the days of 
Punm) pensh so Thy memorial endureth from one generation to 
another, 1 e remembrance of Thy mercies, cxxxv 13 
rnonster unto many 1 a marvel in sense of Lat monstrunr a thing pointed 
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at, lxxi 6 used by^haucer in a good sense -she was her ^Nature’s) 
chief patron of bimite, and chief ensamp i of all her werke and 
monster* Book of Duchess £12 Cp Gk SoktvXoShkto^ 

Monand land 1 e Moors blackamoors, for Ethiopia or Cush § 114. Ixvm 
31 § 99 lxxxvu 4 ^ 

mouth — making mouths , altered by the printers from making mows 1 e 
pouting faces, -sFr moue so qt^pted by Johnson Cp Tempest, 11 2 9 
apes that mow and chatter at me, and m Stage Direction, lb in 3 
Enter the shapes with mocks and mows In Hamlet 11 2 make 
mows at him but lb iv 4 * makes mouths at the imnsiblejevent 
multitude ofThy mer<?y, v 5 multitude of their ungodliness v n cp 
multitude of sms 1 Pet iv 8 now only used of persons 
noisome pestilence 1 e noxious hurtful (an noy nuisance) xci 3 
or ^ver your pots be made hot with thorns 1 e before Ivm 8 or is the same 
word as ere or ever is perhaps for or ere 
pate — fall on his own pate 1 e crOwn of head vu 16 (perhaps connected 
with paten a plate &c ) now only m vulgar use 
Poor— lo the poor cneth and the Lord heareth 1 e the man m misery 
meaning the Psalmist himself xxxiv 6,ixix 30 often of captives, 
&c 1 e m trouble ‘oppressed 
port — withnj. the ports of the daughter of Sion 1 e gate ix 14 
Preach the law (1 e declare the covenant) simply to speak tell of 11 7 
lxvui 11 &c 

prevent— same, eyesprevent the night watches 1 *e anticipate 1 e I am risen 
up before the watches commence cxix 148 Cp Lam. 11 19 Arise 
•^pyiput m the night m the beginning of the watches pour out thme 
heart xxi ^ Th?u shalt prevent him with blessings 1 e forestall 
his wishes 7jiaii 18 they prevented me m the daj of my trouble, 

1 e go* before me to injure me So prevent us O Lord m all our 
doings (Pr Bk ) means * go before us to help us 
proved me 1 e tested, tempted, xcv 9 

quarrel—, judge my quarrel, 1 e cause of debate, right to reprisal, xxxv 23 
Lat querela 

qutck—go down quick into hell 1 e alive, lv 16 they had swallowed us up 
quick cxxiv 2, as m the Creed so Spenser, 
peeping close into the thick 
might see the moving of some quick , 

1 e of some live animal so 4 a bank set with quick* (Mortimer) 1 e a 
hedge of living plants so we say 4 cut to the quick, 1 e the living 
flesh wick is said to be still used m Yorkshire m sense of 4 alive 
quicken— make alive >:xix 25,37 88 T 49> I S4» *59 & c * 
ramping lion, 1 e tearing, pawing, A V 4 ravening (Lat rapere Eng rob 
&c) xxn 13 

refrain my lips xl 11 refrain my feet cxix xox, &c , bridle or 4 rem m 
1 e 4 check, lxxvi 10, 12 

reins— my reins also chasten me in the night season xvi 8 &c , literally 
kidneys, to which the Hebrews ascribed the same feelings (knowledge 
joy pam and pleasure &c ) as the Latins d>4 to the liver, and w? 
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do to the heart and head, 1 e seat 1 l thought feeling, emotion 

&c. i 

remember themselves (old reflexive use), xxu 27 r ompare * He repenteth 
Him,* Joel 11 13, and * endeavour ohrselves (Pr Bk ) So * turn thee 
untome xxv 15 &c * 

require—! have required that they even mine enemies should not triumph 
over me 1 e simply to ask without idea of ^aiming as a right 

XXXVlli 16 XXV11 4. * 

reward — plenteously rewardeth the proud doer 1 e requite with evil hr 
with^ood) xxxi 26 xxvui 4 liv 5, &c So neither rewaraxss 
after our iniquities (Pr Bk ^ 

nd me of mine enemies, lxxi 2, 1 eset me free cp A V lxxxn 4 cxliv 7, 
11 (Germ retten) 

right way 1 e straight, plain or level path, free from danger, xxvu 13 
room — hast set my feet in a large room 1 e space, xxxi 9 xvm 36(Gdm 
raum) • 

runagates - -letteth the runagates continue in scarceness lxvm 6 1 e rene 
gades rebellious run a way s( gate = way) 
salvation 1 e help saving from mortal danger, victory, m 8, especially 
used of deliverance from captivity §110 xcvm 3 § in xcv 1 See 
health Latimer uses ‘helmet of health for ‘helmet of salvation 


Eph vi 17 

set by — setteth not by himself 1 e set (store) by, value, esteem, xv 4 Cp 
Deut xxvn 16 set light by, 1 e value lightly 
shawm, (A V comet,) reedpipe resembling the clarionet, xcvm 7 it is 
coupled with trumpets and clarions in Spenser F Q 1 12 { 
soul-taA.de a pit for my soul l e life xxxv 7 f'p 231^ 
still— soul truly waiteth **//upon God, 1 e in stillness orm silence (not yet 
or all this time ) lxu 1 so hold thee still in the Lord xxxvu 7 
stomach — whoso hath a high stomach, 1 e pride ci 7 
strange children, 1 e foreign nations, xvm 45, cxiv 1 Cp Gen xln 7, 
‘made himself strange x. e played the foreigner 
tabret (tabouret), timbrel, or tabor, a hoop with parchment stretched across 
it sometimes with pieces of brass fixed in it to make a jingling noise 
it was specially used in peaceful celebrations 
tarry thou the Lord s leisure, 1 e wait on the Lord xxvu 16 
tell the towers thereof, 1 e count them. So, I may tell all my bones/ xxu 
17 Thou iellest my flattings lvi 8 Cp Milton, V Allegro, 67, 

‘ And every shepherd tells his tale 
under the hawthorn in the dale 


testimonies — 1 e commandments xcm 6 cxxxu 12 m 
there — fear came there upon them (there, emphatic 1 e at that place) 
idvm s So there the Lord promised his blessing 1 e to it, cxxxm 4 
thereafter — as a man feareth, so & c., 1 e accordmgly xc 11 See after 
to ward (separated)— to us ward, xl 6 

truth — shall the dust declare thy truth, 1 e fulfilment of promise, xxxu 10 
and note 

^unawares — at unaware to me, 1 e unexpectedly, xxxv 15 
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unto — my goods are nothi^rc unto Thee, i e in comparison with xvi 2 
vanity— speak vaMty^j/Tfalschood xu 2 
visit 1 e have regarc^i send good to vui 4 

wholesome st ren gth of His nghtf hand 1 e saving, xx 6 (Germ heilsam) 
See heatih • 

within — the king’s daughter is all glonous within 1 e within doors, xlv 14 

*** For fuller if formation con^ilt Nares Glossary Wedgwoods Ety 
qnology and especially the Bible Word Book by Eastwood & Wright (Mac 
Kalian 1866) to which several of these references and illustrations are due 



